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TmE  whole  natioli  vws  now  fadly  a-  .  . 
>  lanned  at  the  craclty  and  oppreifion  ^. 
of  the  ftar-chamber ;  the  punifliment  inflided  on 
Frynoe  and  Baftwick  highly  difgBlded  all  ranks 
of  people.  Thsi  charadier  of  the  Archbifliop  be* 
came  now  hatetid  to  the  nation.  The  defences 
©f  the  fuflFererff^ere  read  with  avidity^  and  e- 
Tery  one  eonfidered  their  fuflSsriUgs  to  be  what 
they  themfelves  might  expe£i:  in  their  turns^  if 
they  ihould  happen  to  offend  Laud  or  his  crea« 
tures. 

Prynne,  Burton^  and  Bafhdck,  were  fuppofed  to 
have  written  againfl  the  Bifhops  ia  their  confinement 
and  iio  haVe  fpoken  lightly  of  the  fpiritual  courts ; 
for  this  they  were  cited  a  fecond  time  before  the 
fiar^chs^mber^  by  virtue  of 'an  information  laid  a? 
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gainft  them  by  the  Attorney  General.  They  prc^ 
pared  their  anfwers,  but  ^otdd  find  no  council  to 
fign  them ;  upon  which  Prynnc  and  Baftwiqk  fign- 
ed  their  anfwers  themfelves,  and,  left  them  in  the 
office.  Burton  pi^vailed  \)rfth  one  Holt  to  iign  his 
anfwers  ;  but  the  court  ordered  the  chief  juftices 
to  expunge  what  they  had  a  mind^  and  they  were 
all  tried  fro  cmfejfo.  At  the  paffing  of  the  fcntende 
the  prifoners  cried  out  for  tHdir  anilwers  to  ht  read  j 
but  this  was-  refufed, '  and  fentence  was  palt  upon 
them  without  ever  hearing  them.  Mr  Burton  was 
deprived  Of  his  living  aqd  degraded  from  his  minif- 
try,  as  Prynne  ^and  Baftwi^  fa^d  been  from  their 
profeflions  of  law  and  phyfic ;  and  it  was  ordered 
that  each  of  them  be  fined  five  thpufand  pounds^ 
that  they  (land  in  the  pillory  at  Weftminfter^  and 
have  their  eai^  cut  off;  arid  becaufe  Prytine  Ii^ad  alv 
ready  loft  his  ears  by  a  former  fedtence)  it  wafc  order- 
ed tkat  the  remainder  of  his*,  ftumps  fbouldbe  c^t 
off,  add  that  he  {hodld  be  ftigmatized  on  both 
eh^dosx  with  the  letters  S.  L.  and  then. all  three 
iff^tt  xA.  foffer  perpietqal  imprifoijjcnt  in  the  .re» 
motefls  prifons:  of  the  kingdom.  The  fentehpe 
was  executed  upon  the  thirtieth  x)f  Joney:in.tfae 
moft  barbarous  manner.  The  hangitaan.  rathdr 
fawed  the  ean  of  Prynne  than  cut  them  off; 
after  which  they  wcfe  fcnt  under  a  ftrong  guanl, 
one  to  the  t»ftle  of  Launcefton,  in  CofnwnW^  a* 
liother  to  Lancafter,  and  a  third  to  Gamarvan, 
in  Wales ;  but  thofe  prifons  not  being  thought  iSxc 
enough  difltnt^  they  were  afterw^irds  (hut  up  in 
|he  remote  ifl^d$  of  jScilly,  Guerpfey^  And  J^rfey^ 
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withctit  peti^  ink;  dt  {>aper,  or  a0Cd6  |^  ffteAdt 
to  fee  them,  where  ^  they  remaiied  l^U  they  we^e 
reteafed  by  the  1^^ >'parliamaEit.<  ..i:    .^ 

Whea  this  fentence  was  pafled,   Lotid  tsadc  a 
long  fpeach*  to  ctear  '  hiiiifelr  o^inbovatiom  which 
had  been  charged^updffihtm  by  the  Puriians,  and- 
wanted   to  return*  the MAwr^C'^Jack   ufion   thetn^' 
becaufe  they  denied  tfie  oriiei;  of  -BShops^ '  Which  * 
he  affirmed"  bad  con trhnetl  ?fince  ^he  days  cf  the 
apoftfes,  and  Was  of  divine  right.-  He  attwnptcd 
ib^vibeBcate  bpwitig'  towards  the  ^altar,  ftbria  thp 
n!n^(y-gfrb  pfatm,'   which,  he -fiid,  was* a  prac* 
dcef'^aradfl^'the  J^wsj'but  all  his  atgnmcnts  were 
fe^fai*"  'froni  reachiiig  cdnVi         to  my  perfon,  that 
flicy-WcW  cbnfidencS  as  mere  ^tfts  to  throw  mift 
npbb  the  cotitrpverfy/ and  blind  pebple^s  eyes  if 
he  cbdld*     His  Mkjefty  ordered  his  fpeach  to  be 
pnriiedi  iniagftiing;-  that  1k%"  fome  things  in  It  were 
plaiafibie/ir  might  fetisly  tbofe  who  were  wa?er- 
hig ;  h}it  it  produced  no  fuch  eifeft.    The  whole 
kii^dottl  were  highly  provoked '  at  the    b|rbaritf 
of'the  ftar*chambef,.  and  attribnred  the  whole  df 
the 'fentence  which  '  had  been  paffed  upon  Prynnc^ 
Baftwfcfc,   and  Burron^>    to   Laud^s  crudty.\  The 
threfe  profeffidnsf  of  law, '  phyfic,   and'  divinity  ^cre 
touch  chagrined  kt  this-  infiilt  to  their  profcEonfr; 
and  were  all  inicenrcd  againft  the.Bilhops  and  tb« 
i|ar-chamber.    The  ttews  of  this  unheard-of  cfit- 
city  reached  Scotland,  which  created  an  hearty  a^ 
terfion  in  the  minds  of  thefubjeAs  of  that  km|\ 
dom  agaifift'  the   ftarrchamber^    and  made   them 
conclude^  that- Land,  as  feoa  as  fo:  polGUy  could# 
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would  prepare -t  court-  ol-tim  foil  fpr  thtm/to^ 
ftrei^tben  (be  Mida  of  the;  high  commiifion^  and 
the  fury  of  thofe  Bifliop&  which  had  beeo  ienc 
amoog  ,theai*  •    .  .      .  .       .  .1 

The  next  flcpiof  Laud's  cruelty,  wa§  executed 
itppa  Dr  Willia«u8,.BUhop.,,of,,Liacoln^,  and.  Ht 
psb^ldefton,.  Maftcr  of  Wcdmiuftcf-fchQQi. .  The 
firft  was.  chafged  ^ith  favouriDg  the  Curitans,  aodi 
the  other  for  fpreadidg  faJfe.uews:  to  q:eate  a  dif-*; 
fbrence.  between  the  Lord  Treafurer  ^d  JLaud, 
There  was  no\  proof  ^jproduced  for  cfitber  of  Jjljofc 
charges,  .yet  fth^y,  were  :  both  fqntey:ed  j  ,  the 
Bilhop  was  fcnt  to.  the  tover^^apd  all, his  goods, 
fcqueftrated  to  pay  the  fine  q£  teo;  fliouifi^d  j^o\i^^^ 
which  was  f^fkd  upon  pmx  -  Mt:.y  JOsIjaldi^f^ 
tpn  was  £ned  five,  thouiandjxiunds/tQj  the  King^ 
and  five  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Archbifbo^pj  ,aud 
was  deprived -of  all  his.  dignities^ ..to  be  imprifonn 
cd  during  the,  King's  pleafur^,  to  ftandin  the.pii-. 
lory  before  his  own  fchool.  and  have  bis  eara 
sailed  to  iu  Mr  O^baldefton  being  among .  the 
croud  in  the  court,  when  this'  fentence  was  pafled^ 
went  home  immediately  to  his  fludy,  and  having 
burnt  fome  papers,  he  abfconded,  leaving  a  note 
upon  bis  deik,:  with  thefe  Words :.  If  the  Arc^-^ 
biihop  enquire  after  me,  tell  him  I  am  gone  be- 
yond Canterbury^  : .  The  mefiengers  were  ibon  at 
his  houfe,  and  finding  the  ^ote,  ient .  immediately 
to  the  fea-port  towns  to  apprehend  him ;  but  he- 
concealed  himfclf  in  a  private  houfe  till  the  fearch 
^  over,  and  kept  out  of  the  way  till  the  meet- 
ing of  the  long  pirliaiaeQ^,  I^o:«rcTCr  all  l^is  goods 
I      .  "    '       ^  and 


luid  effie£);6rW^«  fei9^^fti}d..C^fifel^  Mr  Lil« 
burn,  ^  whPv  w^  ^fteii«rar4s  a  Cplo^l  ia  the  ar« 
my^  ,wa«  lijkewife  called  to  an  a^coucijL  /pr:  vahA 
parcing  aod  publiih^ig  feditiQus  JibelSyv-aod  waa 
fiae4  five  hupdredrif^oiu^d^,^  ^^od  whipc  i;hrQugti 
die  ilreets  rfropi.  the  lieet : c6  the ,  piUoiy .before 
the  gate  fJk  We(|btnn^fta;fl)al|j  when  «|ie  was  09 
the  piUoryr  he  jittered  ixuffij:  bold  fpeechfa  againft 
th^e  tyranojr  of^the  BifliopSy;  for  which  ^eafdn  tha 
ftai^rchftmber/  ijrhicfo  was  r;|^ea  .fittings  orch^ed^nst 
to^nW  g^gedr  whifb  3«ra»;  d<^p.... accordingly i 
His  Was  ^aftcfw^rds  c^rried^^Jback*  tor  po^n  aod  |ai4 
itt,iroqs^  whefe  b^i:lajr.  lA  a  mp|l.  w.re^chfd  cpa- 
ditioh  till..:thc  mecring  x)f  the  ioqg  .pariianficht.  -  - 
.  fiThfr.farf  of  jhe  .Bifhc)|s^.jc^^  ng^  tuioder  jthe 
Puritans  ffrijm  fpe^Dg;thfiv'ii^'iM**fc^€«fe  «g^ft 
theirioppreflbn|: .. thefe  i]u^^..^ji;re^  ofteii.  r^roxed 
to..th,eir(fecef.'^d,i|M^  j5^^,,Con|iel«is   Pur^efi, 

"»,7»^^"l>  fe'ffo?J«%S!;^'»e-<:lp«W  of  1^00400, 
P«each54  ?gjiin(l;^hcfpYe#C?q^  tbe.;Bifliop5,  ^4 
WIS  :fp  WI4  as^  t«j.|^ff,..fp  .g|ve,i  hjs^j^jpcFfa^  ,» 

werej  iacapaWei.of  TOns,.fcc^k8,,.,^pp^..thc^5 
rcfentou^  ..againft.  xh*,  A^^^op,-|-^:.4j|r{j^fmg 
Ijbds  :a,bout.  t^e  ,town^,.^Q  ^wblck,  Tt|}^jL  ^eatenc^ 
his .  dil^ru^ioa.  Laad  .has  .,ci»tercAv.<oJnc  jaf't^em 
»?  ^»«  diary  m  jh^,f9llpw^ng^  maoijar,,  .  ,^. 
"V^edfl^fday,  •  A»§»ft  .iwenty-,t|ii£^>A_»I^..  1^4 
Majc*  fcnt.pe.a  ,Ub<;l  >y  th^  ,wa[ck"  ,aAh^ 
i^x}^.  gate,  pf  ^t„,Paul%;.th'?»t.  ths;d?iU.;had  left 


that-.houfe.w.mfe..,.    „.,,  ••...,  ,  ,  .,    . 
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me, by  aH^  officer  of  tba  high  c»nhiiiiiteiiy  •  faliV 
tcDcd  to  the  north  gate  <rf^  St -PAJ'sJ  that  the 
goyemment  of  the  chordh^^f  Ij^Bgbnd  is  a  can-^ 
die  in  i  fnuff,  going  tty-ft«n4hi  -  The^  fene  rltghe 
the  Lord  Mfly^ftr^  f^nt  ^be  imikhkt  GbeT/  habgecf 
upon  the"  ftandard,  id -Che^pfid^^'-whidi  'mi  my 
fpeech  hi  the  :ftar.chatt«»^  fct-'in^  A- 

few  days  after,  another';Hbci  waj  ;fcnt  me  in  rtrfci 
None  of  iBefe  things  SSatcd"  his  zeal^  or  reteie^ 
his  rigotxr^agilinft  thofe  ^o '^cenfererfvlhis^  pr6* 
ceedmgs.  ^Ht^  had'  iicfw^^BIeftualFy  ftopped  tfti, 
Irbctty  tf  the*  pirefs;  that  J  rib  \)Mkr  could  fce  pub^ 
lifted  trithout  •  the  licfenW  -of  thii  Bifliops,  -yha 
had  orders  <b'^cxp6nge^;evcry^  tfiHi(iYe;^fffl^ 
which*  reiBcftied^'tipcfii  tTie^'cnieltjr  rf  Lawi;'bf  thii 


tyranny '  of  the'  iftJr^chamW^  ;  antf   to  •  fhbftltut^ 
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terjr  particular :  ^  It^  ^ordahied,^  That  no  book 'fid 
printed 'urilcfe\  it  6e  ^flrft^'licWfed|  With  ^11  Ht« 
titles,  epittles,  and*' prefaces/  by  tfed  /Archbiftiip] 
or  the  Bifliop  of  London,  foi^  the  ti&e  . tfirig; 
or  byitheir  .ai>pornttnent,  and  within  the  limits 
of  the  UniveHity,  by  ther. chancellor  or  ^Ice  chan- 
cellor,^ on  paiti'.of  '  the  ^  punter's  being  difabled 
from  hii  profefl&oft  for  the .  future,  and  to  fuf- 
fer  fiich  punllhtt^cnt  as  the  high  coinmiilion  ihould 
thiiik  fit.-r-A!i»l*  that  befqrc  any  bodes  imported 
from  abrt)ad,be  fold,  a  catalogue  of  them  fliall 
be  dcliverol ,  tb  the  Archbifliop,  or  Biftpp  of 
I/mdoDi  to  be  perofed  by  thdn  or  their  chap- 
lains; 


\ 
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l^io^;  ai4  if  ^bcrejfcp,aqy,<chifi9^  9r-  <%!• 
fiy«  book?,  tb^jT;  rj^allr.  b^  A^ifcfg^  i%  ;fo  the 
Biifaop^;  or  xp  |he-rh^h  Gpmmi^on^  that,  the  of« 
fiaidtr^ipay  Iw  pixiulh(84v  I?  w#s  .%t^Qr;  onkifledi 
that  -h[0 !  perfoa  hc^n4  £»  ^jd  print  £&g$& 
books^  of  bookg  whereof  ch$  greateft  part  is.  £|Qg* 
lifii,  iptheifaer  (formerly,  printed  €i^  iot$  nor  ihall 
any  i>ook  bc^  repriatedi:.  tho-  formerly  licenfed^ 
lirithQuji^a  :new  lic^eob  •  And  finaUy^  if  ai^y,  per* 
fWy-  dot  an  allowed  prioter^  ihali  fet  up  ^  ^iiit<> 
ki£.  preft^  he  jDball  be  fet  Qn  the  pillory,  ^qd^be 
wbif^>ed  through  :tbe'  ftreet9  of  London^  This 
was  tyranny  to  th^  lafi  degree  and  plainly  {kt\t$ 
the  temper  .of:  the  JKihops^  of  thofe«titne$« 

.This ,  tyraooy  of  the  Biihops  awakened  the  re- 
fentmenc  of  all  ranks,  of  p^^ple  agaiaft  them; 
for  not  only  the  clergy  were  uneafy  under  their 
pppreBSojUf .  but  the  |aity  were  -  likew^e  oppreffisd^ 
wAadbi  made  many  .of  them  fell  their  effeSi  an4 
remoTC  thdr  families  and  trades  to  Holland  and 
New  /England^  Thi^i  alarmed  the  King  .and  his 
comtdl,  and  they  ifliied  a  proc]amajtk)ni  forbidding 
aH  his  Majefty'i  ^  fubje^h  to  transport  themfelfes 
mk  of  the  kingdom^  Without  liberQr  granted  them 
from  the  Kmgor  Jiis  a>uocil  To  prevent  the 
minifteirs  from  traajpofting  themfelves^  the  fol<- 
lowing  Older  of  Council  was  puUifhed, 

f*  Whereas  it  is  oWerved,  diat  fuch  ^^iniftersa« 
f*  art  uiic<Aformable  to  the  ceremonies  and  di(^ 
^' cipline  .of  the  church,  do  frequently  traijf- 
^pDrt  thtmfel?es  jo  the  plantations,  where  they 
.^  tai£  liberty  io  HoUtiih  ^eir  £fi^ious  and  fchif- 

^'matical 
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<^  matictf  HoiriiifiK.  to  .thie  'hinairaiJce '  of  the  .gooff 
<^  4onfoniHiy  ixid  timty  of  tKc  diurdt-;  •we  "tfcere- 
*^  fofe  -  ^|)icfaly^  cbrnmahd  ybu  in  his  Majefty'g 
^^  name^  to  fO^r  qo  ckrgf^aa  to  tranfport' him* 
'^fdf  wi&eift  ft  teflimbDKiI  -itoin  mir  Arehbilhop 
^of  GanterbHrjr  bt  thi  ftfliop  of  Londcm* 
'  ^his  was  a  degree  of  cruelly  'nbt  to-  be  ^jpa- 
talieiUed  atao^gany  denominati(Hi  of  {^rofefTed  kihtjf*' 
tiafis,  .and  faF  exceeds  the  lyranny  of -thfeFretfeh 
King;  in  his  famous  edift  <^  Nantz;  for  he  al« 
lowed  the  proteflants  a  ODfivenient  time  x6  difpbie 
of  their  eflfefts^  and  ieavetbfc -kingdom}  43ttt  bur 
proteftant  Archbtfkop  would  neither  permit  the 
Puritans  to  livcquietl/'  at  home,  lior  fuffer  them 
to^  6ek  an  afylutft  in  foreign  countries.  <  This 
was  eontrary  to  all  the  laws  of  humanity,'  /and 
inconftftent  with  the  vef y .  profefflon  qf  eh^'iftislni* 
ty.  This  Severity  of  Laud^  inftdad  of  crufliiqg 
thc^  Puritans^  encreafed  thieir  nt^mbers,  fo  that  in 
a  (hort  time  the  whole  nation  almbft*  became  Pa« 
Titans.  The  Biihops  were  fenfible  of  the  weight 
ihd  number  of  their  enemies  among :  the  protef** 
tants,  endeavoured  to  balance  their  power  l^  jotn^' 
ing  with  the  papiftsj^  for  this  purpofe.they  bet 
gah  to  ihew  in  their  writings,  thai|  the  difference 
^eweeri  the  church  of  Rome  and  that  of "Eri^; 
land  was  very  trifling.  Biihop  Montague  declare^ 
this  puWicly,  and- Frier .  Ef^ancis*  die  Clara,  pub- 
IHhed  a  book  and  dedicated  it  't6  the  King,  where* 
in  be  attempted-  tb  ftiew,  that'  the'  articles  of  the 
church  of  England  mighf'  Be  underftood  in  a  fepfe 
copfiftent'^th  the  religion  'of  the  thtirph-. of  JRomc, 
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This  popifli  friar  was  admitted  into  great  friend* 
Ihip  with  the  Archbilhop,  which  plainly  {hewed 
that  Laud  paid  very  little  regard  to  the  protcf- 
tant  religion.  The  priocipai  intention  of  this 
vindication  of  the  Rcnniih  church  was  to  fecure 
the  fucceiPioa  of  Bifli<^s;  for  they  could  no  a. 
ihcr  ways  prove  the  fqcceffion  of  their  order, 
but  by  admitting  the  church  o^  Rome  to  be  a 
true  church. 

The  whole  fcheme  of  polemical  writing  was 
now  to  ddFend  the  church  of  Rome,  for  the 
fake  of  defending  the  church  of  England,  and 
the  power  of  the  Biihops;  for  the  clergy  of 
the  church  were  not  aihamed  to  preach  and  pub* 
li&  downright  popery.  Some  of  them  maintained 
the  real  prefence  in  the  facrament,  fome  defended 
purgatory,  and  others  the  mafsj^  and  image  wor-^ 
ihip ;  which  made  one  obferve,  that  Sparrow  pa?ed 
the  way  for  auricular  confcffion,  Watts  for  pe- 
nance, Heylin  for  altar  worfhip,  Montague  for 
faint  worfhip,  and  Laud  for  the  mafs.  Foreigners 
pbferved  fhat  the  whole  fubftance  of  popery  was 
maintained  in  the  church  of  England,  and  th^ 
difference  between  the  church  of  Rome  and  Eng- 
land was  but  very  trifling.         .    , 

The  papifts  were  now  in  great  favour  at  court, 
and  preferred  to  places  of  power  and  truft;  afts 
pf  grace  were  granted  to  thofe  who  were  lying 
under  fentence  of  the  laws,  and  alt  things  ap« 
peared  favourable  for  the  rcinduSion  of  popery. 
Civil  liberty  was  now  at  a  low  ebb,  no  perfon 
could  call  any  tlung  his  own,  the  King  could 
Vol  HI.  B       ,  demand 
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demand  what  he  pleafed,  the  judges  gave  it  a$ 
their  opinion  that  the  King,  by  virtue  of  his  pre- 
rogative, might  levy  taxes  on  the  fubjedls  with^ 
out  conftnt  of  parliament,'  when  the  nation  Was 
in  danger;  and  that  his  Majefty  was  the  fole 
judge  of  that  danger ;  and  he  might,  by  law,  com- 
pel the  doing  thereof,  in  cafe  of  refufal  or  re- 
fraftorinefs.  This  determination '  was  entered  in 
all  the  courts  of  Wcftminlter,  and  the  judges 
were  commanded  to  declare  it  in  their  circuits 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Magna  Ghana  was 
now  no  more,  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  the  bare  authority  of  the  King 
was  law  contrary  to  the  exprcfs  ftatutes,  and  no 
perfon  durft  oppofe  the  royal  mandates  without 
\4  running  the  rifque  of  being  ruibed.  Lord  Cla* 
tendon  looks  upon  thofe  times  with  an'  eye  of 
great  complacency,  and  triumphs  in  confidering 
them  as  if  he  had  lived  in  the  midft  of  the  gol- 
den age ;  but  thofe  who  were  not  dupes  to  the 
prerogative,  and  flaves  to  the  Bifhops,  found  .it 
to  be  the  iron  age,  where  neither  truth,  righte- 
oufiiefs,  nor  mercy  prevailed.  ^  Slavery  and  op- 
preffion  (talked  like  hideous  monfters  through  all 
the  corners  of  the  land,  and  trampled  under  foot, 
religion,  liberty,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  to 
a  free  people.  His  lordfhip  fays,  that  no  people 
in  any  age  had  been  bleffed  with  fo  great  a 
calm,  and  luch  a  full  meafure  of  felicity,,  for  a 
long  time ;  but  it  was  fuch  a  calm  as  held  the 
nation  fafl:  in  the  hands  of  pirates,  who  plundere4 
Jill  ages  and  fexes  to  gratify  their  pride  and  ambition. 

This 
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This    year  many  divines  went  over  to      ,., 
New  England,    notwithftanding  the  prohi-         ^ 
bition  of  the  council.     Mcffrs  Wilkinfon    of  Ox- 
ford,   Walker,  Smith,  Small,  Cooper,  and.  Brewer, 
were  £hut  up  in  prifon,   wjierc  they  lay  fome  of 
them  fourteen,  and  fome  twenty  years.  . 

Meffrs  Ezekiel  Rogers,  Samuel  Newman,  and 
Charles  Chauncy,  wept,  over  to  America  this 
year,  where  they  were  fingulafly  uleful  in  preach- 
ing the  gofpel,  and  fettling  churches;  iheir  la- 
bours were  faleffed  with  great  fuccefs,  aind  their 
good  works  were  patterns  to  others  to  follow  their 
examples.  In  the  fpring  there  were  eight  fail  of 
(hips  in  the  fiver  Thames,  bound  for  America^ 
filled  with  Puritan  families,  among  whom  were 
fcveral  miniftcrs,  with  Oliver  Gromwel,  John 
Hampden,  and  Mr  Arthur  Hafelriggc,  who 
feeing  no  end  of  oppreffion  at  home,  in  their 
native  country,  determined  to  fpend  the  remain- 
der of  their  days  in  America,  where  they  might 
have  libefty  of  confcience  and  enjoy  tranquility  ^ 
but  the  Ihips  were  flopped  by  order  of  the 
council,  and  the  paffengcrs  commanded  to  difem- 
bark.  The  Puritans  finding  themfelves  prohibited 
from  going  to  America,  remored  their  families  to 
the  Low  Countries,  where  they  flayed  till  the  be-  f  .*  "* 
ginning  of  the  long  parliament  in  the  year  one 
thoufand   fix  hundred  and  forty. 

The  eyes  of  the  nation  were  now  fixed      ^ 
upon  the   King's  expedition  to  the    north        ^^* 
where   be  went  the  twenty-feventh   of  March,  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army,    wliich  was 
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rcllfed  againfl:  the  Scots;    but  after   the   two  ar^ 
mies   had  faced  each  other  for    fome   time,    the 
King  perceiving  that  his  proteftant    nobility,   and 
ibldiers,  were  not  hearty  io  bis  caufe,  gtive    way 
to  a  treaty,  which  ended  in  a  pacificatioD,  by  which 
'  all  the  points  of  controverfy  were  jreferrcd  to  the 
general  affcmbly  of  the  church  of  Scotland,    to  be 
^  held  at  Edinburgh,  on   Auguft   the    twelfth,    and 
to  a  parliament  which  was  to  alTemble   in  about  a 
fortnight  after.    In    the  mean    time    both    armies 
were  disbanded,    the  tables  were  brcJcen  up,  and  .no 
meetings  were  held  except  fuch  as  were  warranted 
by  a£l  of  parliament.     Charles  difobliged  his  nobi- 
lily  and  gentry  when  he  disbanded  his  army;    for 
he  did  not  fo  much  as  thank  them  for  their  af« 
feSion ,  loyalty,  and  perfonal  attendance;  which  they 
refented  fo  much,  that  when  they  were  next  fum- 
moned,   few  or  none  of  them  appeared. 

The  King  was  now  deeply  perplexed  how  to 
manage  all  parties ;  by  purfuing  Laud^s  fchemes^ 
he  had  loft  the  affe£Uons  of  his  fubjeds  both  in 
England  and  Scotland;  and  few,  whom  he  could 
truft,  could  be  of  much  ferrice  to  him  in  either 
kingdoms..  The  Scotch  proceeded  to  demolifh  e- 
C  pifcopacy,  which  was  a  great  eye-fore  to  both 
Charles  and  Laud,  and  fwore  the  folemn  league 
and  covenant,  whereby  they  engaged  to  extirpate  , 
prelacy  in  England  alfo.  Their  affembly  condemn- 
ed the  new  fervice  book,  which  Laud  had  fent 
down  to  them,  apd  determined  that  the  whole  of 
epiicopacy  was  unfcriptural  and  iinfuL    the  Scotch 

having  condemned  prelacy  as  unlawful;  and  ihewed 
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tl»t  it  was  much  a-kin  to  pq^ery,  thereby  ^ 
}armed  the  King  and  his  Archbifliop  very  much. 
They  knew  that  the  opinion  of  fuch  a  refpefia- 
ble  body  as  <he  general  afleidbiy  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  would  hare  caofideEable  influen  ce  a- 
mong  the  common  people,  and  be  ready  to  fiU 
their  minds  with  ih-onger  antipathy  againft  die 
Biihops,  who  were  already  very  much  hated  by  a{« 
moft  all  ranks  of  people. 

As  a  counterpoife  to  the  declaration  of  the  af- 
fembly,  Bifhop  Hall,  at  the  requeft  of  Laud,  com* 
pofed  a  treatife  concerning  the  divine  right  of  e- 
pifcopacy,  which  the  Archbifliop  revifed,  and  made 
it  fpeak  fo  flrongly  his  own  fentiments,  that  the 
author  could  hardly  with  a  good  confcience  own 
it  for  his  own  performance,  after  it  was  publifhed. 
As  this  coQtroverfy-  will  ihew  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
times,  and  the  zeal  which  prevailed  among  par- 
ties for  their  own  principles,  I  will  in  a  few  words 
fet  forth  the  arguments  on  both  iides. 

The  propofuions  which  Biihop  Hall  advanced, 
were ;  (i)  That  the  form  of  government  which 
is  of  apoftolical  inftitution^  ought  be  of  divine 
right.  (2)  That  form  which  was  pradifed<  and 
recommended  by  the  apoftle^,  though  not  'ex« 
prefly  coounanded,  is  of  apoftolical  inftitution^  (3) 
The  government  fet  up  by  the  apoftles  was  de- 
jGgned  for  perpetuity.  (4)  The  univerfal  praiflice 
of  the  primitive  church  is  the  befl:  rule  to  judge 
of  apoftolical  practice.  (5)  We  ought  not  toiup- 
pofe,  tba^  the  primitive  fathers  wouU  chiange  the 
form  of  government   they  had  received  from  the 
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flpoftles.  (6)  The  acceflion  of  privilege  and  hd* 
ilourable  titles  does  not  affeft  the  fubftance  ofc^ 
pifcopal  funftion.  (7)  The  prcsbycerian  govern- 
.ment;  though  cballeriging  the  glorious  title  of 
Chrid's  kingdom  and  ordinance,  has  no  fourfda-^ 
tioa  in  fcripture,  nor  in  the  praftice  of  the  church 
.  for  fifteen  hundred  years,  and  is  altogether  in- 
congruous and  injuftifiable*  Thefe  were  Bifliop 
Hairs  arguments  in  defence  of  epifcopacy  t  the 
advocates  for  presbytery  anfwered,  by  allowing  the 
firft  three  propofitioHS ;  but  they  denied  all  the 
reft.  They  aflbirmed,  that  revelation  itfclf,  with- 
out antiquity,  fliewed  plainly  that  there  was  no 
diocefan  Bifhops  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles;  and 
that  it  was  abfurd  to  attempt  to  prove  the  mean- 
ing of  fcripture  by  antiquity,  when  its  tneaning 
was  as  plain  as  it  poffibly  could  be,  provided  men's  j^ 
intereft  and  paffions  did  not  caufe  them  to  miftake  ;  j 

the  presbyterians  confined  their  reafons  to  fcripture 
itfelf,     and  confidercd  antiquity  as  uncertain  with  ^ 

regard  to   any  divine   ordinance.    It  was  argued,  | 

that  as  there  are  no  writings  fo  ancient  as  the  | 

New    Teftament,    and  none  fo    much  to  be  de-  . 
pended   upon,    that  nothing  was   to    be  admitted 
in  religion  which  was  not  plainly  pointed  cut  in         | 
that  revelation  ;    and  that  it  was  derogatory  to  re-  ^ 

velation  to  fuppofe,  that  honeft  readers  could  not 
underftand  its  fignification  from  itfelf,  without  the 
help  of  antiquity. 

Mr  Bagfliaw,  a  Lawyer  of  fomc  reputation, 
being  chofen  reader  in  the  Middle  Temple,  for  the 
lent  vacation   began  to. attack  the  power  of  the 
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Bifhops.  In  his  kftures  on  the  twenty-fifth  Ed- 
ward m.  cap.  7,.  he^  maintained,  that  d£ks  of  par- 
liament  were  valid  without  the  affent  of  |he  lords 
fpiritual*;  that  no  beneficed  clerjc  was  capable  q£, 
temporal  jurifdi^ion  ac  the  making  pf  a  law; 
that  no  Bilhop,  without  calling  a  fynod^  had 
power  as  a  diocefan  to  convift  a  heretic  Laud 
was  informed  of  thofe  leftures,  and  told  the  King, 
that  Baglhaw  had  jujlified  the  Scots  .covenanters  in 
rcflefting  upon  the  authority  of  church  men,  and 
the  undoubted  right  of  Bifhops  to  fit  in  parlia* 
nient  j  upon  which  he  was  forbidden  to  proceed 
in  his  lefturcs,  and  thereupon  retired  to  the  coun- 
try.  Laud  told  him,  it  had  been  better  for  him 
not  to  have  meddled  with  that  argument,  which 
would  flick  clofer  to  him  than  he  was  aware  of; 
but  the  Archbifhop  found  mattets  of  another  fore 
Hick  cl6fer  to  himfclf  than  he  expeftcd. 

This  year  matters  of  great  importance  w^re 
handled  both  in  the  convocation'  and  par-  i6^q, 
liament;  Laud  was  now  in  the  height  of 
his  glory,  and  upon  the  verge  of  his  downfal. 
The  court  of  England  was  now  refolved  upon  a 
war  with  Scotland  ;  this  was  owing  to  the  Arch-r 
bifhop  and  the  Lord  Deputy  Wentworth,  whp 
was  called  over  from  Ireland  for  this  purpofc. 
This  .nobleman  from  a  great  patriot  became  an 
intolerable  tyrant,  and  had  ruled  Ireland  for  fome 
time  pafl  in  a  mofl  arbitrary  manner.  He  far 
vourcd  the  papifts,  becaufe  they  were  friends  to 
arbitrary  government,  and  fhewed  the  utmoft  a- 
ycrfion  to  the  puritans,   begaufe  they  were  friends 
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to  libtrtf  afid  the  rights  of  macjkiiid;    Wemvoiti^ 
was  prefendy  created  Ear]  of  Sta&rd^  and  Koight 
pf  the  Garter,  and  <baneerted  with  Laad  to  make 
the  KiBg  break  the  pajcification  which  h^d  lately 
feecn  agreed  to  with  the  Scots,  and  to  pofli  the 
war  wkh  the  utmoft  rigoqrr    For  this  pnrpofe,  he 
promifed  to  his  Majefty  eight  thoufand  Ifiih,  and 
t  large   fum  of  money  for   his  affiftaoce.    This 
was  thought   iiaiufficient, .  and    a$    it  was  jtidged* 
fo  neceirary>   it  was  comrluded  in  council  the  beft 
expedient  to  call  a  pariiament :    fo  a  parlinnent 
was  caUed  after  it  had  been  difcontinued  for  twelte 
years.    The  Scdtch  perceived  the  ftorni  that  wa? 
gathering,  and  were  refolded  to  apfjy  to  Frpncc 
for  affiftance  ;  but  qpon  their  appHcatim  to  their 
friends  in  England,    they  were  prcyentcd  fpom  this 
enterprize.     Lord   George  SaviUc  w««e   ^  letter 
to  them  J  figned  by  himfclf,  and    Bedfcrd^  EStx^ 
Brook,  Warwick,  Say,  Seal^  and  Mandeyille,    afr 
faring  them,    that  the  hearts  pf    the  people  of 
England  were    with  them  ;    that  they  were  coq- 
yinced  that  the  liberties  of  both  nation3  were  at 
(take,   and  therefore  that  they  might  depend  Up* 
on   their    affiftance  as  fooii  as.  a  feir  opportunity 
offered.    Upon  this  the  Scots  refolved  to  r^ife  a- 
Bother  army  among  themfelves,   and  march  infQ 
England. 

This  parliament,  whkh  aflemUed  at  this  ti«e, 
was  of  ihort  duration;  for  they  had  no  fooner 
aflemblcd  than  they  proceeded  to  confider  grie- 
vances, whereby  they  diibbliged  the  Kii^,  whi» 
dificdv^d  them^  and  fent  foqe  of  the  l6a4ing  inea|«^ 
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bers  to  the  iieet,  Charles  being  difappoiated  of 
his  endsr  in  ca]flng  a  parliament)  proceeded  to  pnr^' 
fue  the  maxims  he  had  imbibed .  from  the  very 
firft-  beginning  of  his  rcigti  j  he  applied  himl^f 
to  raife  money  t>y»che'  extraordinary  ihethods  of 
loanS)  benevolences,'  Ihip -money ,  coal  and  conduA 
money,  knighthood  monopolies^  and  other  fources 
of  the  prerogative.  This  was  a  very  ridiculous 
m<ithod  of  proceeding,  for  it  oppreffed  the  fub- 
jeds,  and  exafperated  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
it  n^e  them  ready  to  join  the  Scots  as  foon  as 
they  (hould  enter  the  kingdom.  The  pld  praftice 
of  fining  was  now  purfued  in  all  its  rigour; -the 
council  and  ftar-chamber  fhewed  no  mercy,  the 
courtiers  advailced  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
in  three  weeks,  and  the  *  clergy  gave  fix  fubfidics ; 
the  pNftplfts '  were  alfo>  verylibel-aL  StAWdrd  bKo 
obtained-  fbur  fubfidics  from  Ireland  ;  foldiers  were 
prefled,  few  extept  papifts  offered  tWemfelves  volun- 
tarily, which  gave  occafion  to  a  common  faying  a- 
mong  the  people,-  that  the  Queen's  army  of  pa- 
pifts was  going  to  eftablifh  the  ^roteflant  religion 
in  Scotland. 

•  ^hc  people  now  groaned  under  oppreffion,  and 
Laiud  and  Stafford  were  blamed  for  it.  The  fenfc 
of  tht^  nation  was  eafily  perceived  by  the  univer- 
fal  difcontent  Which  prevailed  every  where.  Li- 
bels were  pofled  up  in  many  places,  expofing  the 
conduft  of  the  Archbifhop  and  the  Earl  of  Staf- 
ford; Mobs  ajflembled  in  various  parts,  and  threat-^ 
ened  deftruftion  to  Laud  and  the  courtiers ;  the 
guards  and  train*bands  were  fent  to  quaih  them, 
VoLIIL  C  which 
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\7hich  femetimes  could  not  be  d<me  but  at  the 
expencc  of  blood.  The  Archbifhop^s  windows 
were  all  broken,  and  terrible  threatenings  denoun- 
ced againft  him.  The  country  was  not  in  a  bet- 
ter (Ituation  than  the  city ;  the  mob  and  the  foldiers 
often  ikirmiihed,  and  feveral  loft  their  lives  in 
thofe  rencounters.  The  fumcder  can)i>a!gn  proving 
unfuccefsful,  the  people  turned  outrageous*;  they 
broke  in  upon  the  high  commiilion  and  broke  up 
the  court,  crying  no  biihops,  .no  high  <x>mmil&« 
ons;  .fuch  were  the  difpofition  of  thofe  times. 

The  convocation  affembled  on  the  fourteenth 
of  April,  and  was  opened  with  ^eat  fplendor  and 
magnificence.  They  chofe  a  prolocutor  by  l^aud's 
direAion,  and  performed  all  things,  according,  to. 
his  order.  According  to  cuftom,  arid  feveral  an-- 
cient  kiws,  the  convocation  fliould  have  ceafed 
with  the  parliament,  but  they  continued  to  fit  by 
virtue  of  the  King's  writ  after  the  parliament  was 
diffolved.  The  judges  gave  it  as  their  opinibn, 
that  this  was  according  to  law,  though  it  wa$ 
well  known,  that  it  was  exprefsly  contrary  there- 
to. The  laws  ordained,  that  there  Ihould  be  a 
new  eleftion  of  the  members  of  the  convocation 
as  well  as  of  the  commons,  upon*  every  diffolution } 
tut  the  King's  writ  deftroyed  that  eleflion,  fo  that 
the  body  of  clergy  in  the  nation,  were  not  repre- 
fented  by  thofe  who  affembled  in  that  convocation* 
The  mob  was  fo  incenfed  at  thofe  pFocecdings,  that 
they  threatened  to  pull  down  the  convocation  houfe, 
ppon  which  the  King  appointed  them  a  guard  of 
the  Middlefex  militia^    under  the  coipmand  of  En-- 
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dymioD  Pbrtcr,  Groom  of  the  Bed-chamber,  t 
papiil,  under  whofe  prote^lion  the  con  vocation 
was  continued  till  the.conons  were  flnifbed. 

The  canons,  which  were  formed  by  this  fy*. 
nod,  confifted  of  fevenreen  articles,  and  were  pub* 
liflied  on  the  thirtieth  of  June.  They  were  of 
this  fort:  (i)  concerning  the  regal  authority.  (2) 
For  the  better  bbferving  the  day  of  his  Majefty's' 
inauguration,  (3)  For  fuppreffing  the  grawth  of 
popery*  (4)  Againft  focinianifm.  (5)  Againft  fee- 
taries.  (6)  G)nterning  an  oath  for  preventing  in- 
novations in  doftrine  ^nd  governmeiit.  (7)  Con- 
cerning fome  rites  add  ceremonies.  (8)  Of  preach- 
ing for  conformity.  (9)  Anicles  for  parochial  vi- 
fitation.  (10)  Concerning  the  converfation  of  the 
clergy;  (ii)  Concerning  chancellors  patentt.  (12) 
Coi)cernibg  chanceUors^  cenfures.  (1,3)  Of  eKCom- 
munication  and  ablblution.  (14)  Concerning  com- 
inuratiods.  -^  .(15)  Of  jurilBiSions.  (16)  Concern- 
ing licenf^  to  marry;  (17)- 'Againft  vexatious  ci- 
tations. /  '  "  • 

PaiEve  obedience  and  noti-reCftailce  were  ftrongly 
inculcated  by  the  firft,  and  aU  the  reft  either 
favoured  popery,  or  eniiav^d  the  confciences  of 
men  to  the  Biihops.  Such  as  refufed  to  take  the 
oath,  enjoined  by  the  iixth  canon,  were  to  be 
deprived  or  fufpended :  minifters,  phyficians,  and 
fcbooUmafters  were  all  to  be  ferved  alike,  and 
difcharged  frogi  pradtifing  in  their  feveral  profef- 
fionsf  provided'  they  did  not  comply  before  the 
fecond  of  November.  The  clergy  of  London  cried 
out  againft  the  oath  which  was  now  impofed ;  there 
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was  an  et  citcra  in:  tl>«  middle:  of  ijj :  vhicb  made 
k .  doubtful  wh>t  was  fworn  to,  .and.  .whicb  they 
could/not   in  confctence  ggtee  to,  witbput  knotW- 
iog  its  true  intcfttion.     The  EiQiops  prefled-  the 
oath  and  canons  with  fucb  rigour,  that  they/dif- 
guft^d  all  ranks  qi  people ;    tbey  traofgreffcd  all 
bounds  of  charity  as  well  as  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try,  and  inforced  with  unparallelled  tyranny  their 
own  dogmas  upon  all  ranks  of  imeir.    The  viol^oe 
of. that   haughty  .prelate^  JLaqd^   ruined  the  inte- 
refts  of  bis  mafter,  apd  opened  a  dpor  for  much 
trouble  and  diftrefs  to   the  D^tifm.     His  Ma^jiefty 
was  fenfible  of  this  too  late,    but  it  was  impoi^ 
blc  to   redrefs  grievaiiiGies  withooit .  igiTiog   up   his 
chief  favourites;  and  they  promifed  fo  maoy^att'- 
tering  things,  which  they  were  aeter:  able  to  pei> 
form,    that    Charles  depending,  upou    their  pro* 
jQiifos,    inienfibly  rumed .  his  owii;  intereft  beyond 
recovery.      Stafford  and  X^ud'  engaged  to.  brix^ 
affiftau^e  from  Ireland:  of  n^h  and  mpney^i    but 
in  the  end  his  Majefly  found  that  their  piouii&s 
were  vain :    the  expeditions  of  Charles  to  Recover 
his  loft  intereft  by  mcaQs  of  a  ftanding  ar;ny,  were 
altogether  chimerical  \    for  ai^  the  o£qers  \xx  the 
army  were   as  nearly  related,  to  their .  icountry  as 
to  their  King,   and  were  poflefTed  of  feeling  like 
other  men,  they  were  not  likely  to  faerifice  thenr 
friend&  mterefts  and  connedion^  to  fupport  a  mo^ 
narch,    who.  intended  to  wreath  a  yoke  of  flavery 
about  their  necks. 

TbeKing's  minifters'perceived  with  terror  the  affem- 
Ubg  of  a  parliament;  which  could  not  be  any  longer 
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avoided;  as  the  King  could  not  riufe  tnoiie^  Tl^iitioiic 
ODC ;  for  iK)W  feeing  all  hh  other  en^eriment^  htl 
failed  hifflf,  they  knew  that  in  cafe  of  an*  enqniiy^ 
that  Itcde  mercy  vrodld  be  (hewed  tbem;  They 
began  norvr'  to  (hlft  for  themfelTcs^  and  left  their 
mailer  when  he  mod  needed  their  ferric^. 

The  parliament  affcnlWed  Noremkfer  the  tbin^ 
and  was  opened  with  a  gfacioas  fpeesh  ffooi''  the 
throne.  One  claufe  in '  his  Majefly's*  fp^ech  gate 
great  •  dfeace}  he  called  the  Scots  •  rfcbeh'  it  itiirie 
when  there  was  a  pacificaeion  between  the  two 
nations^;  but  Charges,  kftead  of  fofteiMng  ih^ 
harih  fencimeni:, .  aifirined>  that  he  wottiM  calftfife 
Sco^s  tte^iher  betesr  nor  wdrfe;  The  b^ufe*  pc^ 
ticioMd*  hi&  Majefty  to  appoint  a  faft'  to  dsvain  a 
blefling  upon  their  cocmcils,  which  was  obiierVed 
on  the  fei^eneeenvh  of  November.  MefihMa[ribal 
an<a  Bwg^  preached  before  (he  CdttHHi^s^  $^ 
were  nos  w^  ipaf  ing  as^  to  the  Icugth' of  tfaeit 
difcDurfeS':  *  the  £rfl  preadhdd  froita  -ci  Hhrvci.  xtr, 
2 9  mud  the.latr€£r  from  Jer.  K  Si  ^^  ^pted 
their  fermods  to  the  occafion^*  bot  obfervedia<  pro- 
per degree  of  caution.  On  the  Sabbaxli  fbilow^ 
ing^  alt. the  members  neceiv^d  the  Tacramttt  froai 
the  hands:  of-  JKihop  Williams,  Deaa  of  Weftmin* 
fier,'  not  at  the  rail  about  tke  altar,  bnt  at  a 
contrntniDn /taibie  in  the  mkldle  aS  the  churchy 
erected  for  the  purpofic 

This  parlvamenfe  was^  i»o  fooner  aflembled,  thaa 

they  foyme*  fotfr  grand  commiwees;   the^  &ft  t^ 

rt^cive-  petitions  conceyning  girievances  of  r^Kgkm; 

*tbe  fecocid  to  coniidei'  the  afikirs  of  iScotland  smd 
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Ireland ;  the  third  for  ciyil  grievandcsr,  fiich  a$ 
fliip-money,  judges,  coiirts  of  juilice^  and  mono- 
polies^ &c  tthe  fourth  concerning  popery,  and 
plots  relating  thereto.  The  firft  religious  gricvanGe 
which  they  took  under  their  co^fideration  was  the 
2&S  and  canons!  of  the  late  convocation..  Xvlany 
/evere  fpeechfes  were  naadeagainft  the  compilers 
•of  thcfe,  and  fome  very  jiift  arguments  offered 
againft^the  canons  themfclvcs.  Lord  Digby,  Sir 
B.  Rudyardf  Sir  J.  Culpepcr,  Sir  Edward  Deering, 
and  Sir  Harboctle  Grimftone,  fpoke  wicb  great 
zeal  againft  them.  The  power  affumed  by  the 
prelates, ;pf  excommunicating,  fufpending,  and  de-* 
priving  .whom  they  pleafed,  was  condemnod  with 
a  good  degree  of  acrimony;  and  fome  farcaftical 
reflexions  were  thrown  out  againft  the  clergy  and 
the  late  canons  which  they  had  framed.  Some  were 
for  difcharging,  fome  for  difmounting,  and  others  for 
melting  >  them  down ;  and  there  were  not  one  ia 
the  houfe  who  (hewed  the  leail  friendly  d^fpofition 
to  thcfe  new  creatures  of  the  clergy,  except  Mr 
Holbuhi,  who  fpoke  two  hours  in  their  defence. 
A .  committee  was  at  laft  appointed,  among  whom 
were  MeiTrs  Selden,  Maynatd,  and  Coke,  to  fearch 
for  the  warrant  by  which  the  convocation  was 
held,  after  the  parliament  was  broke  up,  and.  for 
the  letters  patent  of  the  benevolence,  and  fuch 
other  materials  as  might  affift  the  houfe  on  their 
next  debate  upon  this  fubjedl,  which  was  appointed 
for  December  fourteen.  Some  members  accounted 
the  crime  of  the  convocation  high  treafon,  but 
pthcrs  thought  that  they  were  only  in  a  premu-. 
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nire.  Iix  conclufion  they  agrc^,  nemifie  c^radir 
cente^  that  the  clergy  afiembledf  in  coovocation 
have  no  power  to  makcj  conftitutions  to  bind  the 
laity  or  qlergy  of  the  nation,  without  the  t;oafent, 
of  parliament;  that  the  feyeral  .conftitutions,., and 
canons  ecclefiaftical,  treated  upon  by  the  two 
Archbiihops,  Prefidents  of  their  refpeftive  provin- 
ces, and  agreed,  upon  wjth  the  King's  licence  at 
Londpn  and  York^.one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
forty,  do  not  bind  the;  cjergy  and  laipy  of  the 
land,  nor :  any  of  tbeni ; .  th^t  the  l^te  ,^anqns  do 
contain  in  them  •  many  things  contrary  to  the 
King's  prerogative,  tbp .  laws  of  the  land,  the 
fundamental;  laws  of  ;thc  land,  and  the  rights  of- 
parliament,  and  are  dangerous  to  the  liberty  and 
property  of  the  fubjefts,  and  tend  to  fedition; 
that  the  feveral  grants  of  benevolence  are  con- 
trary to  law.  If  the  firft  of  tbefe  refolufions  be 
according  to  law,  it  is  doubtful  if  there  were  then, 
any  canons  fubfifting,  for  thofe  of  ;0ne  thoufand  jfix 
hundred  and  three  were  not  brought  i^to  par^ 
liamefltary  convocatiop,  were  ratified  by  the  Kiijg 
undcjr  the  Great  Sea], .  and  fo  became  binding  to. 
the  clergy, .  according  to  the  ftatute  of  the  twen- 
ty-fifth of  King  Henry  the  Eighth.  :  In  the  Saxon 
tim^s  all  ecclefiaftical  laws  and  conftitutions  were 
confirmed'  by  the  peers,  and  by  the,  reprefcnta- 
tives  of  the  people;  but  ibofe  great  councils,  to 
which  our  parliaments  fucceeded,  being  made  up% 
of  laicks  and  ecclefiafticks,  were  afterwards  divided, 
and  then  the  clergy  did  their  bufinefs  by  them- 
felvas^   aqd  ena^ed  laws  without  conftrmatipn  of 
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JUing  or  Farliamenty  daring'  the  reign  of  popery, 
fill  the  aA  of  fubmiffioa  of  the  clergy  to  King 
Henry  the  Eighth ;  (o  that  the  claim  of  making 
canoDSy  without  conlent  of  parliament^  feemed 
CO  ftand  upon  no  other  foundation  than  the 
ufurped  power  of  the  •  Pope :  nor  did  the 
parliament  inthoTe  times  yield  up  their  .right,  for 
in  the  fifth  of  Edh^ard  the^  Third  the  common^ 
paffed  a  bill>  That  Wo  aft  or  ordinance  {hoiild 
be  made  tor  the  future  upon  the  petition  of  the 
dergy,  without  confeot  bf  the  commcmii;  and  that 
the  faid  commons  (hould  not  ht  bound  for  the 
future  hy  any  conftitutions  of*  the  clergy,  to 
which  they  had  not  given  their  confent  to  par-^ 
liament ;  but  the  bill  was  ^rop|)ed,  and  things 
went  on  updn  the  former  footing  rill  the  reign  of 
King  Htory  the  Eighth,  when  the  Pope's  ufurpcd 
power  was  fet'  afide,  and  both  parliament  and 
dergy  agreed  (by  the  aft  of  fubmiiEon)  that  no 
canons  *  fhoiild  be  binding  without  the  royal  af^ 
fent,  nor  that  the  ctei^  in  convocation  fhould  fb 
much  as  confult  about  any,  without  thi  King's 
fpecial  licence :  but  Serjeant  Maynard  fiiid  in  the 
houfe,  that  it  did  not  follow,  that  becaufe  the 
ctergy  mi|;ht  not  make  canons  without  the  King's 
licence,  that  therefore  they '  might  make  ibem 
and  bind  them  on  the  clergy  by  his  IkeeiCe  z^ 
lone  J  for  this  Were  to  take  away  the  ancient 
rights  of  parliament  before  the  PopeV  ufnrparion^ 
which  they  n^rer  yielded  up^  nor  does  the  ad  of 
fubmiffion  of  the  clergy  take  away.  Upon  this 
rcafoning  the  <X)0M»ons  voted  their  firft  refolutiou^ 
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the   ftrcngth  of  which  I  leave  to    the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  reader.. 

The  arguments,  upon  whith  the  other  refohi- 
tions  are  founded,  will  be  puf  together  after  we 
have   related  the  proceedings  of  convocation. 

The  convocation  was  opeqcd  November  four : 
Dr  Bargrave,  Dean  of  Canterbury,  preached  the 
fcrmon;  and  Dr  Steward,  Dean  of  Chichefter, 
was  chofen  prolocutor,  and  prefented  to  th? 
Archbifhop's  acceptance  in  King  Henry  the  Se- 
venth's chapel^  when  his  Grace  made  a  pathetic 
fpcech,  lamenting  the  danger  of  the  church,^  and 
exhorting  every  one  prefent  to  perform  the  duty 
of  their  places  with  refolution,  and  not  to  be 
wanting  to  themfelvcs,  or  the  caufe  of  religion ; 
but  nothing  of  moment  was  tranfafted,  there  be- 
ing no  commifSon  for  the  King;  only  Mr  War- 
niifter,  one  of  the  clerks  for  the  diocefe  of  Wor- 
cefter,  being  convinced  of  the  invalidity  of  the 
late  canons,  moved  the  hoyfe,  that  they  might 
cover  the  pit  whidi  they  had  opened,  and  pre- 
vent a  parliamentary  inquifition,  by  petitioning 
the  King  for  leave  to  review  them ;  but  his  motion 
was  rejefted,  the  houfe  being  of  opinion  that  the 
canons  were  juftifiable,  nor  would  they  appear 
fo  mean  as  to  condemn  themfelves  before  they 
were  accufed. '  Mr  Warmiftrc  fufFered  in  the  c- 
pinion  of  his  brethren  within  doors  for  his  cow- 
ardly fpeech;  and  was  reproached  from  without 
as  an  enemy  to  the  church,  and -a  turn-coat,  bc- 
caufe  he  had  fubfcribed  thofe  articles  which  he 
now    condemned.     T4iis  obliged  him  to  publifli 
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his  fpeech  to  the  world;,  jn  which,  after  having 
declared  his  fatisfaftion  in 'the  doftrine,  difcipline, 
and  government  of  the  church  of  England,  as 
far  as  it  is  eftabliflied  by  law,  he  goes  on  to 
wifli  there  had  been  no  private  innovations 
brought  in;  for  though  he  approves  of  an  out- 
ward reverence  in  the  worihip  of  God,  he  is 
againft  direfting  it  to  altars  and  images.  He  ap- 
prehends it  reafonable,  that  fuch'  innocent  cere- 
monies as  have  a  proper  tendency  to  decency  and 
order,  fhould  be  retained  ;  but  wifhes  the  re- 
moval of  croffes  and  images  out  of  churches,  as 
fcandalous  and  fuperftitious,  and  have  an  apparent 
tendency  towards  idolatry;  and  that  there  might 
be  np  lighted  candles  in  the  day-time  :  he  then 
gives  his  reafons  againft  the  oath,  and  concludes 
with  thefe  words : — If  my  fubfcription  be  urged 
againft  what  I  have  faid,  I  am  perfuaded  it  was 
the  praSice  of  fynods  and  councils,  that  the 
whole  body  fhould  fubfcribe.  to  thofe  aSs  which 
are  paffed,  by  the  major  part,  as  fynodical  afts, 
notwithftanding  their  private  diffent;  if  my  fub- 
fcription implied  any  more,  '  I  do  fo  far  recant 
and  condemn  it  myfelf,  and  defire  pardon  both 
of  God  and  the  church,  refolving,  by  God's 
grace,  to  be  more  cautious  hereafter.  Mr  War- 
miftre's  behaviour  ftiewed  him  to  be  a  wife  and 
difcreet  clergyman;  and  his  being  fequeftcr'd  from 
his  livings  fome  time  after,  for  not  fubmitting  to 
the .  parliament,  fhews  him  to  be  a  man  of  prin- 
•  ciple,  not  to  be  moved  from  his  integrity  by  the 
refentmcnts  of  his'  friends,  or  the  flatteries  of  his 
enemies.  /^n4 
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And  though  the  convocatioa  was  fo  fanguine, 
at  their  firft  coming  together,  as  to  defpife  Mr 
Warmiftre*s  motion  j  yet  when  they  faw  the  vi- 
gorous refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a- 
gainfl  the  canons  and  the  articles  of  impeachment, 
againft  their  metropolitan  for  high  treafon,  one 
of  which  was  for  compiling  the  late  canons,  they 
were  difpirited,  and  in  a  few  weeks  deferted 
their  ftations  in  the  convocation  houfe;  'the  Bi- 
ihops  alfo  difcontinued  their  meetings,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  both  houfes  dwindled  to  nothing,  and 
broke  up  without  adjournment  of  prorogation. 

To  return  to  the  parliament:  It  was  argued 
againft  the  late  convocation,  that  they  were  no 
legal  affembly  after  the  diffolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment ;  that  his  Majcfty  had  no  more  power  to 
continue  them  than  td  recal  his  parliament;  nor 
could  he,  by  his  letters  patent,  convert  them  in- 
to a  national  or  provincial  fynod,  becaufc  the 
right  of  their  eleftion  ceafing  at  the  expiration  of 
the  convocation,  they  ought  to  have  been  re-cho- 
fen  before  they  could  aft  in  the  name  of  the 
clergy  whom  they  rcprefented,  or  bind  them  by 
their   decrees. 

It  is  contrary  to  all  law  and  reafon  in  the 
world,  that  a  number  of  men  met,  together  in 
convocation,  upon  a  fummons  limited  to  a  certain 
time,  (hould,  after  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
by  a  new  commiflion,  be  changed  into  a  national 
or  provincial  fynod,  without  the  voice  or  eleftion 
of  any  one  perfon  concerned.  THe  •  commons 
were  therefore  at  a  lofs  what   name  to  call  this 
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extraordinary  afiembly  hj,  being,  in  their  opinion, 
neither  convocation  nor  fynod,  bccaufe  no  reprc- 
fentative  body  of  the  clergy:  the  words  conro- 
cation  and  fynod  are  convertible  terms,  and  fignify 
the  fame  thing,  but  *tis  eflential  to  both  that  they 
may  be  chofen  by  the  clergy,  if  they  are  to 
make  conflicutions  and  canons  to  bind  them ;  fbme^ 
indeed.  Have  thought  of  a  fmall  diftinfiion,  as  that 
a  convocation  ^  muft  begin  and  end  with  the  par- 
liament, whereas  a  fynod  may  be  iialled  by  the 
King  out  of  parliament;  but  then  fuch  an  affem- 
bly  cannot  give  fubfidies  fdr  their  brethren,  nor 
make  laws  to  bind  them. 

The  objeflions  to  the  particular  canons  were 
thefe:  againfl  the  firft  canon  it  was  argued,  that 
the  compilers  of  it  had  invaded  the  rights  aad 
prerogative  of  parliament,  by  pretending  to  fettle 
and  declare  the  extent  of  the  King's  power,  and 
the  fubjefis  obedience:  by  declaring  the  facred 
order  of  King's  to  be  of  divine  right,  founded 
in  the  prime  laws  of  nature  and  revelation,  by 
which  they  condemned  all  other  governments : 
by  affirming,  that  the  King  had  an  abfolute  pow- 
er over  all  his  fubjefts,  and  a  right  to  the  fub- 
fidies and  aids  of  his  people,  without  confent  of 
parliament:  by  affirming,  that  fubjefts  may  not 
bear  arms  againfl:  their  King,  either  offenfivc  or 
defeufivc,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoevef,  upon 
pain,  of  receiving  to  themfelvcs  damnation:  by 
taking  upon  themfelvcs  to  defign  fome  things  to 
be  treafon,  not  included  into  the  flatute  of  trcafons: 
and  laftly,    by  inflifting  a  penalty  on  fuch  of  the 
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King's  (ubje£ls  as  fhaJl  dare  to  difobey  them,    m 
not    reading  and  publiihing  the  above    mentioned 
particulars  :  in  all  which  cafes  it  was  averred,   that 
they  had  invaded  the  rights  of  parliament,  destroyed 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjcft,   and  fubverted '  the  very 
fundamental  laws  and  conflitutions  of  England.    It 
was  objeAed  againfl  the  fecond  canon,    that  they 
had  affumed  the  fegiflative  power,    in  appointing 
a    new   holiday,    contrary  to   the  ftatute,    which 
fays,   there  (hall  be   fuch  and   fuch  holidays   and 
DO  more.    It  was  objected  againft  the  fourth  canoa, 
that  whereas  the  determination  of  herefy  is  ex* 
prefly   referved  to  parliament,  the  convocation  bad 
declared  that  to  be  herefy  which   the  law  takes 
no  notice  of ;    and  had  condemned  focinianifm  m 
genera],   without  declaring  what  was  included  un* 
der  that  denomination;    fo   that  after  all,    it  was 
left  in  their  own  breads  whom   they  would  con« 
demn  and  cenfure  under  that   chara^ler.     It  was 
ob^efled  againfl  the  (ixth  canon,    that  it  impofed 
a  new  oath  upon   the  fubjcft;   which  is  a  power 
equal,    if  not  fuperior,  to  the  making  a  new  law. 
It  was  argued    likewife    againfl  *the  oath  itfelf, 
that  in    (bme  parts    it  was  very  ambiguous  and 
doubtful,  and  in  others  direflly  falfe  and  illegal. 
We  are  to  fwear  in   the  oath,    that  we  approve 
the  doftrine,  difcifline,   or  government  eftabliflied 
in  the  church  of  England,   and  yet  we  are  not 
told  wherein  the  dodrine  and  difcipline  is  contain- 
ed; whether  by  the  doftrine  of  the  church  wc  are 
to  underfland  only  the .  thirty-nine  articles,  or  like- 
wife  the  homilies  and  church  catechifm^  and  by  the 
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difciplirie,  only  the  book  of  canons,  or  llkcwife 
all  other  ecclefiaftical  orders  not  repealed  by  fta- 
tute;  for  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  words  of  the 
oath  are.  As  it  is  eftabliihed,  and  not,  as  it  is 
cftablifhed  by  law.  And  the  ambiguity  is  further 
encreafed  by  that  remarkable  et  cetera^  inferted 
in  the  body  of  the  oath  ;  for  whereas  oaths  ought 
to  be  explicit,  and  the  fcnfe  of  the  words  as  clear 
and  determined  as  poffible,  we  are  hear  to  fwear 
to  we  know  not  what,  to  fpmetbing  .that  is  not 
cxpreiTed ;  by  which  means  we  are  left  to  the 
arbitrary  interpretation  of  the  judge,  and  may  be 
involved  in  guilt  of  perjury  before  we  are  aware. 
Bpt  befides  the  ambiguity  of  the  oath,  it  contains 
fome  things  falfe  and  illegal ;  for  it  affirms  the 
government  of  the  church  by  archbifhops,  bifliops, 
deans,  and  archdeacons  to  be  of  divine  right  j  for 
after  we  have  fworn  to  the  hierarchy  as  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  law  of  the  land,  we  are  to  fwear 
further,  that  by  right  it  ought  to  ftand;  which 
words  arc  a  mere  tautology,  or  elfe  muft  infer 
fome  further  right  than  that  which  is  included 
in  the  legal  eftabliftiment,  which  can  be  no  other 
than  a  divine  right :  now,  though  it  fhould  be 
allowed  that  the  government  of  the  church  by 
bifliops  is  of  divine  right,  yet  certainly  archbifliops, 
deans,  and  archdeacons,  can  have  no  pretence  to 
that  claim :  befides,  to  fwear,  never  to  give  our 
confent  to  alter  the  government  of  this  church 
by  archbifliops,  bifliops,  &c. .  as  it  ftands  now  efta- 
bliflicd,   is  direftly  contrary  to  the  oath  of  fupre- 

macy  ;   for,  in  that  oath,  we  are  fworn  to  aflift 
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his  Majefty  in  the  exfcrcife  of  his  ccclefiaftical  ju- 
rifdiftion  or  goveraraent,  by  his  commiffion,  under 
the  great  feal,  dire£):ed  to  fuch  perfons  as  he  fhall 
think  meet;  fo  that  if  his  Majefty  fhould  think 
fit  at  any  time  to  commiifion  other  perfons  to  ex- 
crcife  eccleGaftical  juriiHidion  than  at  prefent^  we 
arc  fwom  by  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  not  only 
to  confent,  but  to  aid  and  ai£(l  him  in  it ;  whereas 
in  this  new  oath  we  fwear,  nerer  to  corifent  to 
any  fuch  akeracion. 

'Nothing  is  more  evident,  than  that  the  difcipHnc 
of  the  church  is  akerable;  the  church  itfelf  la- 
ments the  want  of  godly  difcipline,  and  many  of 
the  clergy  and  laicy  wifti  and  defire  an  amendment ; 
it  is  therefore  very  unreafonable,  that  all  that  take 
degrees  in  the  univerfities,  many  of  whom  may  be 
members  of  parliament,  ihall  be  fworn.  before-hand, 
never  to  confent  to  any  alteration  :  and  though  'tis 
known  to  all  the  world,  that  many  of  the  conform- 
ing clergy  are  diffatisfied  with  fome  branches  of 
the  prefent  eftabliftiment,  yet  they  are  to  fwear, 
that  they  take  this  oath  heartily  and  willingly, 
though  they  are  coiiipelled  to  it  under  the  penal- 
ties of  fufpenfion  and  deprivation.  Some .  objefli-. 
ons  were  made   to  the   fevcnth  and  other  canons, 

but  thefe  were  the  chief. 

Archbifhop  Laud,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  im- 
peachment of  the  houfe  of  commons  againft  hira- 
fclf,  boldy  undertakes  to  refute  all  thefe  objcfti- 
'  ons,  and  to  juftify  the  whole  and  every  branch 
Qf  the  canons ;  his  words  are  thefe,  ^'  I  hope  1 
^'gpi  able  to  make  it  good  in  any  learned  alTcmbly 

in 
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^  in  Qiriflendom,  that  this  path  and  all  thofe  canons 
(then  made,  and  here,  before  recited)    and  every 

*  branch  in  them  are  juft  and  orthodox,  and  mo- 
'  derate  and  inoft  ncceffary  for  the  prefcnt  con* 

*  dition  of  the  church  of  England,    how  unwel- 

*  come  focTer  to  the  prcfent  diftempers/'  Lord 
Clarendon  expreffes  himfelf  modcftly  on  the  other 
fide  ;  he  doubts  whether  the  convocation  was  a 
legal  affembly  after  the  diffolution  of  the  parliament ; 
but  is  very  fure,  that  their  proceedings  are  not  to 
be  juftified.  The  convocation-houfe  (fays  he) 
which, is  the  regular  and  legal  affembling  of  the 
clergy,   was^  after  the  determination    of  the  par- 

.liament,  continued  by  a  new  writ  under  the  proper 
title  of  a  fynod,  made  canons,  which  it  was 
thought  It  '  might  do,  and  gave  fubfidics  out  of 
parliament,  and  enjoined  oaths,  which  certainly  it 
might  not  do;  in  a  word,  it  did  many  things  which,  in 
the  beft  of  times,  might  have  been  queftioncd,  and 
therefore  were  fure  to  be  condemned  in  the  worft. 
The  parliament  that  fat  after  th^  reftoration  was 
of  the  fame  mind  with  his  Lordfliip,  for  ias  much 
as  thefe  canons  were  excepted  out  of  the  aft  of  13 
Car.  n,  cap.  12,  and  declared  of  no  validity. 
Mr  Eachard  is  of  opinion,  that  the  fynod  that 
framed  thefe  canons  was  not  a  legafreprefentative 
of  the  clergy  after  the  diffolution  of  the  two 
houfes  :  but  Bifliop  Bennet,  in  his  complete  his- 
tory, fays,  that  thefe  publick  cenfures  of  the 
canons  were  grounded  upon  prejudice  and  faftion, 
that  it  is  hard  to  find  any  defeft  of  legality  in 
the  making  them,    and  that  if  thefe  cancms   are 

not 
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not  bindlng^^  we  have  no  proper  canons  ilnce  the 
reformation:  he  therefore  wifhes  them,  or  foinc 
other  like  them,  revived  ;  becaufe,  .  iti  praftice  of 
doArine  and  difcipline,  they  are  a  good  example 
to  any  fuxure  convocation ;  and  that  we  can  hard- 
ly hope  for  unity,  or  any"  tolerable  regularity, 
without  fomc  conftitutions  of  the  like  nature. 
Strangel  that  a  digniiied  clergyman,  that  held  his 
bifliopric  upon  revolution  principles,  fliouid  wilh 
the  fubyerfion  of  the  conflitution  of  his  country^ 
and  declare  for  principles  of  perfecutiou*  If  I 
might  have  liberty  to  wifli,  it  (hould  be,  that 
neither  we  nor  our  pofterity  may  ever  enjoy  the 
bleffings  of  unity  and  regularity  upon  the  foot  of 
fuch  canons. 

Upon  '  the  ftmc  day  that  the  Houfe  paft  the 
above-mentioned  refolutions  againfl  the  canons, 
fcveral  warm  fpeeches  were  made  againft  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  as  the  chief  author  of 
them,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  enquire 
more  particularly  how  far  his  Grace  had  be^i 
concerned  in  the  proceedings  of  the  convocation, 
and  in  the  treafonable  dcfign  of  fubverting  the 
religion  and  laws  of  his  country,  in  order  to 
draw  up  a  charge  againft  him.  Next  day  the 
Earl  of  Briftolt  acquainted  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that  the  Scots  coramiffioners  had  prefented  fome 
papers  againft  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury, 
which  were  read  by  the  Lord  Paget,  and  thea 
reported  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  a  confe- 
rence between  the  two  houfes.  Their  charge 
confifted  of  divers  grievances  (which  had  occafion- 
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ed  great  difturbances  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland) 
ranged  under  three  head$,  of  all  which  they 
challenged  the  Archbilhop  to  be  the  chief  author 
upon  earth.  The  firft  branch  of  the  charge  con- 
fifted  of  divers  alterations  in  religion,  impofed 
upon  them  without  order,  and  againft  law,  con- 
trary to  the  form  eftabliftied  in  their  kirk;  as, 
his  enjoining  the  bifhops  tp  appear  in  the  chapel 
in  their  whites,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  their 
kirk,  and  the  Archbifliop's  own  promife;  his  di- 
refting  the  Englifli  fervice  to  be  read  in  the  cha- 
pel twice  a  day;  his  ordering  a  lift  of  thofc 
counfellors  and  fenators  of  the  college  of  juftice, 
who  did  not  communicate  in  the  chapel,  accord- 
ing to  a  form  not  received  in  their  kirk,  to  be 
fent  up  to  him,  in  order  to  their  being  puniftu 
ed;  his  prefumptuous  cenfuring  the  praflice  of 
the  kirk,  in  fafting  fometimes  on  the  Lord's  day, 
as  oppofite  to  chriftianity  itfelf;  his  obtaining 
warrants  for  the  fitting  of  an  high  commiiEoa 
court  once  a  year  at  Edinburgh;  and  his  direfting 
the  taking  down  of  galleries,  and  ftone  walls,  in 
the  kirks  of  Edinburgh  and  St  Andrew's,  to  make 
way  for  altars,  and  adoration  towards  the  eaft^ 
The  Iccond  branch  of  their  charge  was  obtruding 
upon  them  a  book  of  canons  and  conftitutions 
ecclefiaftical,  devifed  for  the  eftablifhing  a  tyran- 
nical power  in  the  perfons  of  their  prelates  over 
the  confcienccs,  liberties,  and  goods  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  for  abolifhing  that  difcipline  and  govern- 
ment of  their  kirk,  which  was  fettled  by  law, 
and  had  obtained  among  them  ever  ilnce  the  re^ 
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formation.  To  prove  this,  they  alledged  that  he 
had  correfted,  altered,  and  enlarged  the  book  of 
canons,  according  to  his  own  will  and  pleafure, 
which  appeared  manifeft  from  the  marginal  notes, 
and  th«  interlineations  written  with  the  Bifliop's 
own  hand :  that  he  had '  made  fome  new  canons, 
and  altered  others  in  favour  of  popery,  and  had 
lodged  an  unbounded  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bifliops  over  the   confciences  of  men. 

-They  likewife  charged  Laud  with  introducing 
the  book  of  common  prayer,  adminiftration  of 
the  facraments,  and  other  parts  of  worfhip,  with- 
out -any  warrant  from  the  kirk.  The  Archbiihop 
has  left  a  particular  anfwer  to  ihefe  articles  in  his 
diary,  wliich  is  wriftch  with  great  acrimony  and 
bitternefs  of  ftite,  and  difcovers  the  haughtinefs 
of  Laud's  temper/  and  a  great  degree  of  felf- 
fufficiericy. 

When  the  report  of  thefe  articles  was  made 
to  the  commons,  the  houfe  was  incenfed  againft 
the  Archbiihop,  and  many  fevere  fpeeches  were 
made  againft  his  cbnduS.  Sir  Harbottle  Grim- 
ftone,  who  was  afterwards  fpeaker  of  the  parlia- 
ment which  reftored  King  Charles,  made  a  fpeech 
which  reflefted  feverely  upon  Laud*:  he  charged 
him  with  many  crimes,  and  hardly  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  decency  in  his  manner  of  expref- 
fion.  In  thefe  days  of  refinement,  perfcns  of  de? 
licate  feelings  will  fcarcely  believe  that  fuch  in- 
decent language  could  pafs  without  reprimand  in 
the  high  court  of  parliament;  but  the  manners 
of    thofe  days  were  fevere,    and  the  tempers  of 
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men  rough :  the  methods  of  cxpreffing  refcntmcnt 
prdiflike,  at  pcifons  or  their  meafurcs,  were  rathet 
calculated  to  fliCW  the  avcrfion  which  men  had  a* 
gainft  them,  than  to  perfuade  them  of  their  er* 
rors  on  purpofe  to  reclaim  them.  The  eneifttea 
of  Laud  never  mednt  to  reclaim  him  ..from  his 
error,  but  were  refolutely  bciit  upon  his  deftruc-* 
tion.  He  probably  deferved  to  fufFer ;  his  crirtiei 
were  truly  atrocious:  but  the  inveterate  refent.- 
ment  of  his  enemies  cannot  be  vindicated.  No- 
thing lefs  than  impeachment  could  pleafe  thero^ 
and  they  feem  to  have  thirfted  after  his  blood. 
^liis  impeachment  was  drawn  up  by  the  commons, 
and  Mr  Iiollis\carried  it  to  the  bar  of  the  lords. 
The  commons  grayed  that  his  perfon  might  be 
fequeftered,  an^  promifed  that  in  doe  time  they 
Would  bring  up  the  particulars  of  their  charge  againft 
him;  upon  which  he  was  commanded  lo  with- 
draw. Ke  was  foon  after  this,  committed  td  the 
uflier  of  the  black  rod,  and  ordered  to  be  kept 
in  fafe  cuftody  till  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould 
deliver  in  4heir  articles  of  impeachment. 

Upon  the  twenty-fixth  of  February,  Meflri 
Pym,  Hampden,  and  Maynard,  by  appointment 
of  the  commons,  went;  to  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
and  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  prefented  fourteen 
artdes  in  fupport  of  the  charge  of  high  trcafon 
which  they  had  already  brought  againft  the  Arch- 
bifhop,     which    were   read'  in    prefence    of    hh 

Grace.      The    articles    of   impeachment    were, 

That  he  had  attempted  to  fubvert  the  .conftiiu- 
tion. — That  he  caufcd   fermons   to  be   preached, 

and 


(     57    )  - 

and  pamphlets  to  be  writteiv  wherein  the  autho- 
rity of  pariiamcnts  was  denied.^ — That  he  had  in^ 
tcrruptcd  the  courfe    of  juftice,  by   threateningi^ 
and  promifes  to  the  judges.— That  he  himfclf  had 
fold  juftice. — That  he   had  ftiade  cations  and  im- 
ppfed  an  oath  upon  the  fubjcfts  by  the  laief  €on^ 
vocation.— That  he  had  robbed    the.  KiiJg  of  his 
fupremacy,  by  denying  his  ecclefmfticaljufifdiftionu 
— That  he  had  introduced  popifli  ceremonies  con** 
trary   to   the   articles  ot   the  church,,   and  cruelly 
perfeciited    rhofe   who    bppofdd    them^— That    h6 
had   preferred   perfons  to  -the    higheft    plqtes  ia 
the   church,    who  were  c0rrupt  iti   their  doSrint 
and  manndrs. — That  he  had  kept  fudh  fol*  chap- 
lains   who    were    papi{ls>>  and    had   committed  to 
ihem   the  care   of  Jiccnfing    the    prefs, — That  he 
Wanted    to  reconcile  the  church  of  England  with  ' 

the  church  of  Rome. — Ihat  he  had  difeounte* 
nanccd  preaching,  by  depriving  and  fufpending 
orthodox  minifters.-^!  har  he  had  divided  the 
church  of  England  from  other  profeil{i$t  qhurcbes^ 
—That  he  was  the  a^uthor  of  *11 :  the  late  dif- 
turbances  in  England  .  and  \Scoclan4.-rAnd  lailly^ 
that  he  intended  to  deprive  the  najtipn  of  the  le« 
giflative  power,  by  alienating  .  the  Kiog'^  heart 
from  his  parliament. 

When  thefe  articles  Wepe  delivered,  Mr  Pym  de- 
clared; that  the  commons  referVcd  to  themfeJves 
the  liberty  of  prefertting  fome  additional  articles/ 
by  which  they  intended  to  niafce  the  charge  more 
particular  and  certain  as  to  time  and  circumftan- 
^es,  and  prayed  their  Lord&ips  to  put  the  caufc 
luas  quick  forwardncfs  st$  they  could  When 
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Vfhcn  thcfe  articles  were  read  to  Laud,  he 
denied  the  charge  of  the  commons;  but  notwith- 
flandmg  his  denial,  the  lords  voted  him  to  the 
tower,  \^here  he  i  was  carried  in  Mr  Maxwell's 
coach  through  the  city,  on  Monday  the  firft  of 
March  2  he  was  carried  thither  amidft-  the  cla- 
mour  and  infults  of  the  mob,  whom  he  had  long 
provoked  by  his  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  hehavi- 
our.  No  perfoa  fufFered  a  punifliment  with  lefs 
fympathy  and  piry  from  the  people  for  fome  ages 
before,  and  there  have  been  none  fince  his  time, 
who  have  borne  any  rank  in  church  or  ftate  who 
have  died   Icfs  lamented. 

Laud  had  the  mortification  to  fee  before  his 
confinement,  the  grcatefl  part  of  the  church 
3nd  ftate  prifoners  relcafed  and  fet  at  liberty. 
The  Bifliop  of  Lincoln  Was  difcharged  from  his 
imprifonment  in  the  tower,  and  his  fine  remitted; 
and  next  day  being  a  public  faft,  he  appeared  in 
the  abbey  church,  at  Weflminfter,  and  officiated' 
as  Dean.'  He  made  no*  complaints  againft  his  per- 
fecutorsi  nor  petitioned  for  fatisfaftion.  The  court 
knew  that  he  had  reafon  to  oppofe  their  meafures, 
and  were  cautious  enough  to  prefer  him  to  the 
fee  of  York,  on  purpofe  that  he  might,  not  join 
with  their  enemies,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
not  able  to  vindicate  themfelves. 

Mr  Prynne,  Mr  Burton,  and  Dr  Baftwick, 
were  now  relieved  from  their  confinement,  upon 
their  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  were 
met  at  fome  miles  diftance  from  Loudon  by  great 
numbers  of  people  on  horfe-back,   with  rofcmary 
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and  bays  in  their  hats,  and  were  efcorted  in  great 
triumpli  into,  the  city,  amidft  the  acclamati- 
ons of  muhitudes,  who  rejoiced  at  their  deliver- 
ance. The  commons  by  their  rcfolutions,  declared, 
that  the  feveral  judgments  paffed  againft  them, 
were  illegal,  unjuft,  and  contrary  to  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjcfts,  and  ordered  their  fines  to  be  re- 
mitted, and  themfelves  reftored  to  their  feveral 
profeflions  and  all  the  immunities  which  belonged 
thereto*.  The  houfc  decreed,  that  their  loffes 
ftiould  be  repaired  out  of  the  eftates  of  the  Arch- 
biftiop,  the  High  CommiiEoners,  and  thofe  Lords 
who   had  voted  aginft  them  in  the  .ftar-chamber : 

but  there  is  no  account  in   the   hiftories  of  thofe 
times  concerning  the  payment  of  the  money. 

Dr   Leighton  was  fet  at  liberty  about  this  time, 
and    his    fine    of   ten    thoufand   pounds   remitted. 
When  his  petition  was  read^    it  drew  tears  from 
the  whole  audience;     his  cafe  was    truly  tragical- 
He  was  apprehended  coming  from  fermon,  on  the 
ieventeenth   of  February,   by  a  warrant  from  the 
high-commiffion,    and   dragged    along    the    ftreets 
with  bills  and  ftaves  to    London   houfe:    he  was 
imprifoned  in  Newgate,   and  clapt  in  irons,    con- 
fined in  aloathfome  and  dark  dungeon,  which  was 
fon  of  rats  and  mice,   and  deftitute  of  light,  fcx- 
cept  what  came  from  the  roof,   from  whence  the 
fiiow  and  the    rain    beat  upon  him;   he    was  al- 
lowed no   bedding  nor  any  place  to,  make  a  fire, 
except  the  ruins  of  an  old    fmoaky  chimney.     In 
this  woful  dungeon  he  was  fhut    up   for   fifteen 
Weeks,  and  no  perfon  permitted  to  come  near  him, 
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till  at   length   bis  wife  was  admitted  with  much 
difficulty.     Upbn  the  fourth  day  after  his  commit- 
ment,   the  Purfuivant,    with  a   mighty  rabble  of 
the  Biftiop's  creatures,  came  to  his  houfe,  to  fearcb, 
as  they  pretended,   for  jefuit  books,  and  ufcd  his 
wife  in  a  mod   barbarous  and  inhuman    manner; 
they  rifled  every  perfon'and  place  in  the  houfe, 
and  held  a  piftol  to  the  bread  of  a  child  of  five 
years  old,   threatening  to   kill   him  if  he  did  not 
difcover    the  books   they  pretended  were   in    the 
houfe ;     they  plundered    his    houfe  and    left  him 
nothing,   carried  oS  all  his  hou(hoId  furniture  and 
wearing  apparel,   of  which  he  never  received  the 
fmalleft  account.    At  the  end  of  fifteen  weeks  he 
was   ferved  with  a  fubpena,     on   an   information 
laid  againft  him,   by  Mr  Attorney  General  Heath, 
who    ufed    him  in  the  mod  barbarous  and   cruel 
manner.      He  was  at  this  time  fick,    and  in   tlie 
opinion  of  his  phyficians  poifoned,   becaufe  all  the 
hair  came  from  his  Ikin  ;   yet  in  the  very  height 
of  this  ficknefs  the  cruel  fentence  was  executed  upon 
him,   which  had  been  paft  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  thirty.     He  received  thirty- 
fix  ftripes  upon  his  naked  back  with  a  triple  cord, 
his  hands  in  the  mean  time  tied   up  to  a  flake, 
and  after    this  was  finifiied,    he  flood   near    two 
hours  in  the  pillory  in  the  froft  and  fnbw;    then 
he  was    branded   on  the   face,    his  nofe  was  flit, 
and  his  ears  cut  ofi*;   and  after  this  barbarity  was 
ended,  he  was  carried  by  water  to  the  fleet,  where 
he  was  (hut  up  'in  a  room  where  he  never  en* 
joyed  his  health  j    and  after  eight  years  confine- 
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ment  in  this  maonep,  he  was  turned  iato  the 
commoa  jail.  Tl^e  hodfe  voted  him  facisfaAion 
for  his  fu^erings,  but  it  ^es  not  app^r  manifelt 
that  be  ever  received  any,  except  that  of  being 
keeper  of  Lambeth  houfe  tot  a  prifon.  He  muft 
have  had  little  enjoyment  in  this,  foT  he  was 
now  above  fcventy  years  of  age,  and  worn  ouc 
with  weaknefs,   poverty,  ^  and  diftrefs. 

The    reader    will    be  ready    to    conceive    that 

Leigh  ton   muft  have  been  guilty  erf  feme  very  ar 

trocious  wickedoefs,    whtfn   he  confidcrs  the    pu- 

njlhments  which    were  infliSed   upon  5iim:    but 

hov^  will  he  be   fiWdd  with  aftonifliment  to  hear 

that    this    poor  '  man    had   ^one    no    more    thaa 

(hewed,  from  the  New  Teftament j  that  there  were 

no  diocefan   biftiops    under  the  gof]f)eL     This-  was 

in  thofe  days  of  bigotry  accounted  a  worfe  crime 

than  adultery,  fraud,    or  iornication;    the  biftiopg 

were   ready  on '.  many  occafions  to  overlook  '  thefe 

crimes,    but  they   could'  liever  forgive  thofe  who 

interfered   with-  their   dignity,    or   hefitatcd   their 

doubts  concerning  the  jure  divino  of  epifcopal  ju- 

rifdiftion.     Laud  was  fo  tenacious  of  this  pompous 

trifle,    that  he  thbught  no  punifliments  too  fevere 

for  thofe  who  Woiild  not  •implicitly  affent  to  the 

diftates  of  the    ghoftjy  fathers    of  the    church. 

Every  hcMieft  man  muft  renounce  chriftianity  that 

moipent  he  i&  perfuaded  that  it  produces  fuch  cf- 

fefts  upoa  the  human  mind-;    for  it  is  impofliblc 

to  conceive  that-  the  Almighfy  could  ever  give  a 

revelation  to  men  to  make  theiri  cruel,  barbarous, 

and  umnerciiuK    The  praflicre  of  the  bMhops  at 
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this  time  proclaimed    in  the  loudefl:  manner,   th^ 
whatever  .their  profeffion  was,  that  they  did  not   be- 
lieve the.gofpel.     All   fpecies   of    religion   ^here 
cruehy  prevails,   muft  be  falfe  and  fpurious;    and 
there  is  not  a  better  proof  jhat  a  religion  is  not 
from  God,    than,  that  of  its  breathing  cruelty  a- 
gainft   mankind.      The    barbarous    behaviour     of 
Laud   towards  thofe  who .  could  not  in  confcience 
affent  to  his    epifcopal  authority,    will    caufe  all 
generous  minds   to    rank  him  amojogft   the    moft 
wicked  of  mankind,   and  account  him  one  of  the 
pefts  of  fociety,  fent  by  heaven  only  for  a  fcourge 
to  a  perverfe  generation.    Perfons  who  live  at  a 
diftance  from  fuch  a  favage    age    muft  certainly 
think  it  was  a  ftrange  method  of  enlightening  men's 
confciences,  to  flit   their  nofes,  and  cut  off  their 
ear§.    Such  violence  might   well    make  men    fay 
what  they  never  thought,  but  could  never   per- 
fuade  their  minds  of  the  orthodoxy  of  any  opinion. 
Matters  now  took   a  very  different  turn  j    the 
perfecuting  bifliops  and  clergy  were  fent  for,  and 
made  to  feel  the  influence  of  power  in  a  manner 
they  never   cxpefted^    Doflor  Cofins;  prebendary 
of  Durham,  and  Wren,  Bifliop  of  Norwiqh,  were 
called  to  an  account  for  their  cruelties,    and  the 
innovations  which  they  had  made  in  the  church. 
Cofins  was  charged  with  many  fuperftitious  prac- 
tices, which  he  denied  j    and  Wren    was  accufed 
of  having  ruined  near  three  thoufand  families  by 
bis  feverities.    The  commons    voted  them    both 
unfit  to  hold    any  ecclefiaftical    preferment,     and 
petitioned  the   King   to  remore  Dr  Wren  from 
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his  perfon  and  fervice.    Complaints  were  madea- 
gainft  many  other  clergymen,  fuch  as  the  Doftors 
Pierce,  Montague,  Owen,  and  Manwaring,  but  the 
houfe  was  too  mlich  engaged    in   bufinefs   to  at'* 
tend     to    all    their    profecutions.      Some    of  the 
inferior  clergy    were    likewife   complained  of,    as 
the  Dofltors  Stones,-  ChafEn,  Afton,   Jones,   Lay- 
field,    and  fome  others.     AH  thefe  gentlemen  had 
been  zealous  for  the  church,    and    ringleaders  in 
the  perfecution;  they  were  hated  by  the  common 
people,   who  were  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  take 
revenge  upon  them    for    the    injuries    they    had 
fuflFcred  by    their  means.     They  confidered   thefe 
clergymen  as   the    chief  caufe   of  banifhing  their 
miniftcrs  'whom  they  were  fond  of/  and   held  in 
great   cftcem,    and   wanted  but  an  opportunity  to 
repay    them    in    their  own   fpecie.    The   people 
themfelves  had    fufFered    many   feverities    at    the 
hands   of  the  bi(hop$    and   their    clergy,    and   it 
was  now  difficult  to  reffrain  them   from  commit- 
ting   outrages    upon    their    pcrfons    and  houfes. 
The  fmalleft  hint  was  fufficient  to  kindle  the  re- 
fentment  which  lodged  in  their  breads  againft  the 
clergy,    and  what  they  heard  was  fet  up  contrary 
to  law,  they  were  ready  to  deftroy  without  con^ 
fulting  authority.     The  furpHce   and  fervice-book 
were  principal    objefts  of  their  antipathy;  thefe 
they  frequently  tore  to  pieces  in  a  very  indecent 
way,      and     interrupted    divine    fervice    in     the 
inoft    tumultuous    manner,      when    the  commons 
Were  affembled  in  St  Margaret's,  Weftminfter,   as 
tbc  prieft;  was-  beginning    the  fecond  Tervice,    at 
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the  communion ;  the  congregation  fang  a  pfalm, 
fo  the  pried  was  obliged  to  flop.  The  lords  and 
commons  pafled  a  fevere  fentence  on  tbefe  riot- 
ers^ .  but  at  the  fame  time  ordered,  .  that  all 
parfonsy  vicars,  and  curates,  fhould-  forbear  to*  in-* 
trodnce  any  rites  or  ceremonies  that  might  give 
offence.  The  defign  of  this  caution  was  to  pre- 
vent innovations,  which  fome  of  the  ckergy.  had 
introduced,  particularly  in  refufing  the  facrameuc 
to  fuch  as  would  not  receive  it  kneeling  at  ^ 
rails. 

The  clergy  were  noW^  in  a  difagreeable  fi<ua- 
tJonj  they  had  formerly  rukd  wfith  ri^^urj  Sfnd 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  their  atithority,  wbidi 
raifed  them  many  enemies^*  and  now  when  the 
people  found  that  their  authority  was  upon  the 
decline,  they  defpifed,  infultfSd,  and  affronted  them. 
Their  habits  expofed  them  to  infulti  ift  the  ftreets, 
and  the  outward  h^igts  jof  tbii.r  office  expiofecl 
them  to  popular  contempt.  Their  feftmeneswcre 
compared  to  the  r^s  of  the  whore  of  Babytori^ 
and  the  liturgy  was  Jeo^fidered  ^  a  lif^left  fotih 
of  worfliip,  deftitute  of  the  f|5irrt  of;  godKndfe. 
Thofe  minifters  who  prayed  without  forms,  and 
fuited  th,eir  prayers  to  iht  fubftance  af  their  fer- 
iDon$,  had  crowded  and  attefitive  aiidieiK;^;  while 
the  ordinary  fervice  of  the  chUreh  was  deferwrf, 
as  formal,   lifelefs,  and  infipid. 

The  independents,  who  had  for  a  long 
time  concealed  rhemfelves,  and  ,  ihifted  from 
one  place  to  another,  began  now  again  to 
flicw   thcnifelves.     They    had    fuflfcred    fevercly 
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duriag   the  ffiiniftry  of  I^iid,    and  naany  of  them 

had  been    banilhed,    impfifoncd,  add  cruelly  ufed 

by  the    bifliop^,    and  their  clergy.    For^y-two  of 

the  Independents    were  \  apprehended  in  the  year 

one   thoafand  fix  hiAfidred   and  thirty«two  at  the  > 

houfe   of  Mr  Humphry  Bafnct,    in  £|ack  Friaiis, 

and   only   eighteen  efcaped.     They    were    at  laft 

releafed^    except  Mr  Lathorp,  their  paftor,    who 

could    not  obtain  his  releafe  by  any  intereft.    He 

petitioned    for    liberty  to  go  abroad,  which  was 

granted   him.     This    congregation  feM   into  forae 

diiputes  concerning    in&nt  baptifm^     upon   which 

a  party   went  off .  and  -feimded  a  baptift  church, 

aad  m^  choice  of  Mr  Jeffe  for  their  minifter. 

The  reft  renewed  their  pfomife  to  walk  together 

in    the  .ways    of   God    fo  far  as  he  had    made 

thena  kn^wn  to  chem^  or  &ouI^.  aftel^ward^  make 

them   known  and    to  forfake   ajl  falfe ,  ways ;  and 

and    they  were  fo    ftedfaft   to  their  engagetneftt 

that    there  are  no  inftances  in  hi(lory  (if  any  of 

them  defcrting  w  the  d^nrch  notwithilandlng  the 

feFereft  perfecutions. 

After  Mr  Lathorp's  departure,  the  congregation, 
chofe  Mr  Canne,  the  author  of  the  marginal 
notes^  on  the  Bible,  for  their  paftor;  but  he  was 
foon  after  obliged  to  flee  to  Holland  on  account 
of  the  perfecuMon,  and  became  miniftei*  to  auv 
independant  congr^tion  at  AnOfterdam*  Mr  Sa* 
muel  Hpw  fucceeded  fo  hiiri^  be  ^was  a  man  of 
learning  and  gbo4  knfify  -. :  and  wrote  a  prafiiqal 
vtreatifeon  the  teac4ii;9g  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which, 
bad  fome  chai'a^r  in  (bofe  times.  He  was  af- 
terwards 
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fcrwards  excommunicated  by  the  fpiritual  court, 
imprifoned,  and  clofe  confined.  He  died  in  his 
confinement,  and  was  refufed  a  burying  place  in 
the  church -yard,  becaufe  he  was  excommunicated  ; 
but  his  friends  buried  him  in  a  piece  of  ground 
at  Annifeed  Clear^  which  was  afterwards  a  bury- 
ing place  to  many  of  that  congregation.  Mr 
Stephen  More,  a  Layman,  Succeeded  to  Mr  Howe, 
and  difcharged  the  office  of  a  paftor  to  that  con- 
gregation. This  church  was  difturbed  by  the  Mar- 
fhal  of  the  King^s  bench,  and  moft  of  them  com-* 
mittcd  to  the  clink  prifon ;  they  were  next  morn- 
ing carried  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  charged 
with  denying  the  King's  fupremecy  in  ^cclefiafti- 
cal  matters,  and  preaching  in  feparatc  congrega- 
tions, contrary  to  the  ftatiite  of  the  25th  of  Eliz. 
They  confefled  the  latter,  and  'with  regard  to 
the  former,  they  declared  to  the  houfe,  that  they 
could  acknowledge  no  other  head  of  fhe  church 
but  Chrift ;  that  they  apprehended  no  prince  on 
earth  had  power  ro  make  laws  to  bind  the  con- 
fcience,  and  that  fuch  laws  as  were  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  God,  ought  not  to  be  obeyed;  but 
that  they  difowned  all  foreign  power  and  jurif* 
diction.  It  is  manifeft,  that  the  temper  of  the 
times  was  altered;  for  fuch. a  declaration  as  this 
a  year  before,  would  have  coft  them  their  eirs: 
but  the  houfe  inftead  of  remitting  them  to  the 
ecclefiaftic^l  couns,  difmiffed  them  with  a  gentle 
rebuke,  and  three  or  four  of  their  members  came 
out  of  curiofity  to  their  meeting  next  Lrord's-day, 
to  hear  their  minifter  preach  and  fee  him  admini- 
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ftcrthe  facratneat,   and  were  fo  well  fitisfied, .  that 
they  coQtributed  to  their  coUefiion  for  the  poor. 

The  parliameot  was  now  refolv.cd. to  reduce  the 
exorbitant  ipoweri  of  the.  clergy,    and   to  .r^eftraiu 
the  authority  of  the  fpirkual  courts.    The  c^^oa 
law,  by  .iwixkh   thefe  judicatories  prpc^eded, '  wa^ 
known   by  few ;  .it ,  Vsras  a  fyfteiOt  of  j,Vg0P>  <capar 
ble  of  various  interpretations,   that  thofe  who  were* 
once  incanglcd  therein,   could  with  difficulty  find 
a  way   of  cfcape.     The  doflors  of  this  law  knew 
how  to  twift  it  a  thoiifand  ways,    fo  as  to  hold 
faft  the  unhappy  culprit  who  fell  into  .their  hands  | 
and  no  man  was  ever  known,  to  make-  a  d^c^nt 
retreat  front  thefe  eccleflafiical  fanhedriras,   with* 
out   paying  foundiy  for   being  fo    utihappy  as  to 
fall  into  their  power.     Thefe  courts  weire  noiY.ber 
came    intolerable  J    they   fined,     imprifonedj>    wd 
deprived  minifters   contrary   to    the    laiWa  of  th« 
land,   and  punifhed  che  fcbjefts  for  crimes,  which 
were  not  aftionabje  in  .Weftniinfter-haH :-.   it;  was 
now  found  neceflary  to  reduce  the   aflfairs  ofihc 
church   to  a  parliamentary   Aandard,    but  3s  this 
required  fome  deliberation^   ail  that  could  be  done 
for  the  prefent,    was  .to  vote  down   the  lajrc  in- 
novations, which  had  but  little  effe^.    The  >  com- 
mons  however  to  .fliew  what  they  intended^   and 
to  add  energy  to  their  refolutions,   extended-  their 
authority   beyond  the  bounds  of  the  conftitmion-; 
for  on  the  twenty-third  of  January,   they  order- 
ed their  commiffioners  to  be  fent  into  all  coun- 
ties, to  demolifli  and  remove  out  of  churches  and 
chapels  alt  images,   altars/ or  tables,  turned  altac- 
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mit,  cruci&ces,  fuper{U(iou&  pt&ires^  aiid  other 
inoQQ(neiitte  and  reliSs  of  idolatry^  agreeable  to 
ibe  iDJunSiods '  of  Edward  the  VI,  and  Queeo  £* 
li^abeth.  This  w^  certainly  proceeding  farther 
than  the  commoiis  of  ^Greac  &kain  ha  to  any  righc 
to  do;  for  it  was  afiuming  the  whole  legiilative 
aod  execgtiiic  ^power  which  belongs  to  the  three 
eftace^  of  the  nation*  .This  fhews  us  how  difficult 
k  is  for  raen,  when  they  are  zealbufly  bent  up- 
on any  plan^  to  keep-  within'  the  bounds  of  rea- 
ifon  and  decorum.  The  kws  and  conftitution  of 
bations  apc- often  made  to  give*  way  to  the  am-« 
bicion  o^  caprice  of  thofe  who  have  power  to  break 
them  with  impunity;  and  the  conftitution  is  a* name 
without  i^griification  to  thofe  who  either  ferve  their 
intereft  or  ambition  by  tranfgi^eiling  its  rules.  If 
the  commoos  of  England  are  ,pofrefied  of  fuch 
aextedfive  authority  as '  this  houfe  exercifed  on  this 
occafion,  the'  King  and  the  houfe  of  lords  would 
be  mere  cyphers  in  goremmenti  and  blanks  in 
the  Goaiiitution. 

.  The  'Uniyerfity  of  i  Cambridge  at  this  time 
!Complain6d  of  the  baths  aiKl  fid>fcriptions  impofed 
43poQ  young  ftudents  at  their  mqitnculation,  ^d 
-Jtbe  '  coalimons  voted, '  that  the  ftatute  made  twenty- 
&¥en.' years  befpre,  is  agaioft  law  and  the  liber- 
ty of  the  fubje£]t,  axid  ought  not  to  be  impofed 
;Upga  a^y  ftudents  or  graduates  whatfoever ;  fome- 
^jin^c  4f|€r  they  pafl^fd  the  fame  rcfolution  for  Ox- 
ford. Tbefc  imppfKio^s  upon  ftudents  were  ccr^ 
tainly  unreafoivible ;  for  it  coujd  not  well  be  fup» 
ppfed,  that   y(mg  wea  whp  had   not  read  nor 

con- 
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coniidered  thcfc  nafttteSrs;  coujd,  with'  a  good  confci- 
euce,  fwear  an  oath  which  they  had  never  examined, 

or  fubfcribe  articles  they  had  not  time  to  confult. 
AVhether  the  Cornixions  had  power  to  ddtermine  in 
this-j)oint  appbars   fomething    prbblematical ;     but 
ihey   were  bent  npon  doing  bulmefs,    and  meant 
to  purfue  their  Work  fpeedily.     The  principal  in-r 
tention  of  the'.  Commons  at  this  time    feems    to 
have  been  to  give  a  check  to  the  late  innovations^^ 
and  to  reft'rahl  the  ^growing  power 'and    infolence 
of  the  clergy, 'whrfch^ had  for  ^  long    time. been 
intolerable   to  *air  raiiks  of  ,p^eaple.;    The  Houfe 
of  Cdmmons  fliewied  -no  difpofition  to  punifli  any 
ivho  had  I'rigulated'  their  conduft  according  to  thfe 
laWs  of' the  land,  \^but    thfey.  eipreffed'    thjeir'dif- 
plcafiire    in    the'  fever^rt    manner    a^amft'  thpfe| 
Who'  being  puBlic  tiiintftdH,'' ha'd    perVerted   thb 
laws,    and^  oppreffed  the  fnbjeflPs;    or  filch'  as  had 
been    officers    in   the    fpiritUal  *  cpiit*t$,     and  had 
tyrannized' oTcr  the  coufciencfes  pf  *  mepi   cOntrarv 
to   both    law  _  and  .ctjuiry.;  It   yas    no    wonder 
that  the   parliament  flioillcf   animadvert  upon  .fdRife 
leading '  charaders  in  church  and  .ftate;   for  there 
^cre  few '^etfons  in  the  nation,   but  either   they, 
or  th^  Friendsr  Had  fuffered  lofs  *  of  \^  trouble  by 
the  perfons  who  were  t;hen  in  power.*  .  Archbilhqp 
Laud  was,  odious   to  the    whole  Nation,'  and   his 
violent  fyftfcin' of  politics,  which  was '  adopted  by 
the  King,    alienated    the    hearts    of   the    greateft 
part  of  the  fubjeds-from  his  Majefty.'    The  mem- 
bers of  the  ;fiotife  of  Commons,    who   had'  been 
lately  elefted  for '  this  parliament^  wcre^  in  gene- 
Voh  IIL  G  '  ra7/ 
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ral^  perfbns  chcfen  bj  the  people  for  icmi  ex- 
f raprdinary  purpofc ;  they  were  truly .  fcnfibjc  of 
the  grievances  which  the  nation  groaned  under, 
^nd  had  come  to  parliament  with  a  .firm  refo- 
lution  to  have  them  \a  ibme.  ineafure  redrefTed. 
As  all .  the  various  oppreiTjops  which  ha4  twppcn- 
ed  of  lace,  years  .  had  .  been  introduced  tl^^ough 
the  channel  of  a  certain  f9rm  of  religion,  th^ 
Commons  wene  l^d  uoder  a  neceiCcy  to  cpalider 
this  fubjeft,  on  purpofe^to  make  a  difcoyery  of 
the;  authors  of  the  prefeat  evils.  Religion,  was 
a  fubjeft  which  was  mncb  agitated  by  this  par- 
liament, but;  it .  was  becaufe  It  oime  in  .  courfe, 
and  not  because  they  had  purposed  to  handle  it, 
that  they  interfered  Jfo  much  coijccrning  this  ,fab|- 
je^.  It  was  iiupoflible  to  find  Qut  t^e  methods 
^nd  means  by  which  the  fubjeds  bad  been  op* 
preffed,  without  entering  into  the  ..conduft  of 
the  fpiritual  courts,  and  the .  mgDa|;ement  of  Laud, 
who  njoved  the  chief  Iprings  ..of  ecclefiaftjcal 
tyranny.  The  houfe,  .  as  t|?ey  wanted  that  ex- 
amples fhould  be  made  of  the  principal  managers 
in  the  late  innovaticMjs,  were  Jaid  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  to  enquire  into  the  £a£ls  which  wqre  fufr 
ficient  to  eftablifli  a  proof  for  a  regular  proceed- 
ing againft  them. 

The  debates  of  the  Commons  concerning  the 
liturgy  and  hierarchy  engaged  t|ie  attention  of 
all  parties .  throughout  the  nadon,  and  revived  the 
cohtroverfy  without  doors.  The  prefe.  being  o^ 
pen,,  great  numbers  of  anonymous  pamphlets  were 
publifhed  againft  the  eftablilhcd  religion;;  fev^al 

of 
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of  which  contaitied  mafiy  fevere  and  indecent  re- 

fledtioQs,  which  had  no  relation  tti   the  pointy  in 

debate^  but  were  intended  as  farcafntis  againfl:  the 

bifhopsy  who  ^ere  now  uniyerfally  haetd  through-* 

out   the  nation.    Somi  of  the(e  bboki   had  very 

«bx>Il   and  whiiriikal  titles ;  -  fuch  as;  L&rd  Bijhops 

not  tht  tardus  BijkfSf-^The  fenice-book  no  bettir 

tbah   a  mefs  rf  pottage,-^A'eorHparifon  behveen  the* 

liturgy    and    tniifs*book.      Befides    thefe  irregular 

(kirrikiih^^  there  was  a  formal  difpute  carried  on  by^ 

Biihop  Hall  on  the  fkJi  of  the  hicrairchy,*  and  a 

ftw  dhriries,  who  calfed'  themfefves  Smeftyranuns/ 

in   6ppoiitk>n  thereto.     This  ritl^  was    toinpofed 

of   the   ihitiai  letters  of  the  writers  names,  which 

were  Stephen  Marflbal,   Ednrnnd  "Calamy,  Thomas ' 

Young,   Matthew  Newcome,    and  "WilUaftr  Spur- 

ftow.  This  difpute  was  carried  btf  with  fome  temper, 

though  both  parties  were  abundantly  zealous  for 

their  leading  oiaxims.    The    Kfhdp  derived    his 

liturgies    ffom    Mofes,    and    afErmed    that    they 

were  transferred,   and  adopted  in  the  gofpel  dif- 

penfation;   which   he  attempts  to  prove  from  the* 

difciples  of  our  Saviour  attending  the  Jewifh  wor- 

Ihip.     The  other  party  aHedged,   that  if  liturgies 

had  ever  been  intended  to  be  ufed,  there  would 

have  been  fome  form  recorded  by  the  writers  of 

the  New  Tcfllament,  or'  ajt   lea  ft  habded    down 

by  the  firft  fathers    of  the  church,  to    prevent 

difputes  concerning'  theitf  in  aftiit-ages.     Bat  as 

no  fuch  thing  is   to  be  found  in' the  fcripturfcs, 

01^  in  the'  writings  of  thofe  fajfherS,  they  inferred 

that  liturgies  were  never  intended  fo  be  continued 

in  the  church.  G  2  The 
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The  other  point  in*  difpute  between  *he  Bifbop 
and  his.  adverfaries,  was  concerning  the  fuperiority 
of  Bifliops  over.  Presbyters,  The  Bifliop  main- 
tained that  a  biftiopt  was  a.  4iftiP^  office  ancj  order 
frona  that  of  a/pyesbyter  by  divipe  :righr;j  and 
the  other^s '.affirmed ;  that  .the  primitive,  bifliops 
were  no  other  than  parifh  mini%rs^  and  paftors 
over  a  fingle  congregation.  Dr  Ha]I  adn)i^^^  ;bat, 
in  the  language  of  fcripture  bifliops  and  pfesby-x 
ters  are  the  fame,  and  that  we-  never  find  thefe 
three  orders  mentioned,  together;  ,vj2.  ^b^hops, 
presbyters,  and  deacons  j  yet.  Jie  •  affirms  .  that 
there  is  ^  real  diftinftion  .with .  regard  to  their 
powers.  He  attributes  to  bifliops  the  fple  rjght 
of  ordination,  and  fpiritual  jurifdiftion,  and  endea-* 
vours  to  prove  it  from  the  jwprds  of  Paul  tof 
Timothy:  Stir  up  the  grft  of  Cod  which  if  in. 
thee  by  the  laying  on  of  uy  hands.  His  Lord^ 
ftiip  appears  to  have  had  a  very  high  opinion  of 
his  order,  to  imagine  -  jthat  they^  are  equal  with, 
the  apoftles,  who  could  and  aftually  did  confer 
the  Holy  Ghofl:.  It  does  not  appear  from  well 
avouched  fafts  that  ever  any  bifliop  in  England 
was  able  to  confer  the  Holy  Ghofl:,  and  it  is 
therefore  highly  abfurd  -to  pretend  to  derive  ^hcir 
power  in  fucceffion  from  the  apoftles,  when  they 
cannot  give  any  proofs  that  they  realJy  have  it. 
It  is  pj^nifefl:  that,  if  ever  tliey  had  apoftolical 
power,  t^  have  loft  it  many  hundred  years 
ago,  for  there  is  nothing  which  they  can, confer, 
that  a  'man  is  not  pofleflfed  of  before,  except  a 
right  to  a  benefice,  which /ifeope  they  will- not. 

'         .  call 
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call  by    the  name    of   the    Holy    Ghoft.  •'  The' 
Smectymnuans    ftiewed    that    the    ordination    of 
a  biftiop  did  not  differ  from  the  ordination  of  a 
presbyterj     and  that  there  were   no   power  ^eoo-- 
veyed  to  a  bilhop  which  presbyters  are  •  excluded - 
from ;   nor  any  qualifications  required  in  the  one  a-  ' 
bove  the  other :  thgt  admitting  Timothy  to  be  a 
Bifliop,    wHich   they  denied,   yet  he   was  ordain- 
ed by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of    the  pres- 
bytery as  well    as  of  the    hands   of  Paul. — And 
that  the  origin  of  bilhops   was  from  the  preby- 
ters  choofing  one  from  among.  themfcl?es    to   be ' 
prefident  in  their  affemWies.       .'     .       *      -    . 

There :, were  manj  collateral  arguments  which 
were  ufed  in  this  controverfyj  which  are  neither ' 
ccAclufive  nor  entertaining,  and  which  can  be  of 
DO  manner  of  iife  to  be  known ;  for  this  reafba 
ihey  afe  paflcd  over.  Several  foreign  divines  wrote 
letters  to '  both  parties  to  bring  ''about  a  reconci-  " 
liation,  but  the  tempers  of  the  people  of  thofe 
time  were  to  much  heated  to  liften  to  an  ac-» 
commodation. 

The  caufe  of  the  hierarchy  was  now  to  be  tried 
at  another  tribunal,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Bilhops  to  be  determined  at  another  court  than 
the  convocation.  The'  parliament  was  now  to  fet- 
tle the  bounds  of  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftion,  and  the 
limits  of  church .  authority.  The  diflferent  parties 
^ere  now  ardently  employed  in  preparing  for  this 
folcmn  determination:  petitions  were •  prepared  to 
lay  before  the  parliament,  both  for  and  againft 
the  hierarchy/   and    fubfcriptions    were  procured* 
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OQ  both  fides,  without  much  regard  to  the  merits 
of  the  caufe.    Many  fubfcribers  were  found  who 
paid  little  regard  to  eitbei[  fide  of   the  queftion^ 
and  boly  fet  to  their  names  to  ohlige  their  friends 
and  benefadors.    Lord  Clarendon  complains  tbat^ 
^the  puritans  ufed  unfair  means  to  have  their  peti- 
tions filled  up,  but  he  might  jufUy  have  accufed  both 
parties  of  this  prance.    It  was  natural  to  esped, 
that  the  leaders  cm  both  fides  had  a  number  of 
dependents,    who   would   not  ^nter  fo  deep  into 
the  controverfy,  as  to  confider  the  merits  of  the 
difpute,  but  would  be  feduced  into  fubfcription  to 
oblige  their  patrons.    This  Will  always  be  the  cafe, 
until  there  be  a  larger  quantity  of  virtue  in  the 
world  than  h^   ever .  yet  been. 
'    The  petitions  agiinft  the  hierarchy  were  of  tvtb 
forts;   the  principal  was  the  root  and  branch  pe- 
tition,   figned   by    aboye  fifteen  thoufand   citizens 
and  inhabitants  of  London.    Th^fe  were  for  tdta* 
ly  abolifting  the  hierarchy :   thefe  people  had  fuf- 
fered   greatly   at  the  hands  of  the  Biihops,    and 
wanted    to  hare  the  whole  epifcopil   order  abo- 
liihed.    There  were  another  fort,    Who  peritioocd 
lor  a  reformation  of  the  hierarchy ;    the  chief  of 
thefe  were  minifters,   who,   tho'  they  found  fome 
fault  with    the  hierarchy,    yet  had  no  intention 
to  have  it  totally  rooted  out.     This  petition  was 
figned  by  feven  hundred  .beneficed  clergymen,  and 
an  incredible  number  of  others,  from  Kent,  Glou- 
ceiberfliire,   Lancafiiire,  Hotingbamlhire,  and  other 
counties*     Thofe  who  figned  this  petition  were  of 
the  temporizing  kind ;  they  warned  a  reformadon, 

becaufc 
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becaufe     thej  found  it  was  beccwic    the  taftc  of 
the   rimes ;   but  they  could  hare  done  without  it, 
provided    all    things    had    remained    a»  fofiiterly. 
They   thought,'   by  taking  part  with   ihofc   who 
were  agaiaft  the  Bifliops  in  fome  particirfkrs,   they 
would   foftch  their  rcfentmenr,  and  briB^  them  to 
more    reafonable   terms  tiil    matters    wem  fettled. 
The   petitions  in  behalf  dF. the  eftabltjQioQenr^  were 
as  numerous    as  the   others.     There  were  nine<^ 
teen   petitions  ski  lefs  than  two  years  prefcnted  to 
the  King  and  Houfe  of  Lords,   front  the  two  U- 
niverfities,    Wales,    Lancafiutre^  Stajfenl&ire,   and 
other  counties,    fubfcribed  by  one  hundred  thou* 
fand   bands;    G^  thoui^id  of  which    are  tfaid  to 
have  been  nobility,   gentltpien, ,  and  dignified  cler- 
gymen.   %  this  accpuac  one  would  inagiiie,  iibat 
the  >rbQle  nation   had   been  on  the  6dc  cdP  tb^ 
hierarchy;   but  from  the  concerns  of  tbeir  petiti- 
on,, it  is  manifeft,  that  many  who  ligncd  the  pe- 
tition had  never  read  it ;  it   contained  the  gmC* 
iefl!  nonfence  and  abiurdity  that  ever  was  contain^ 
«d  in  any  fvipplication  to  (he  throne  :*— That  there 
caia  be  no  .church  without  Bi&op&r-^That  no  or- 
dination   yas    performed  withbut    Bi&opsr—-That 
without  fiifhops  there  can  be  no  presbyters,  and 
by  eonfequence  no  cpnj(iecra,tion  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per.— ^That  it  has  never  been  cuAomory  for  pref* 
by ters  to  lay  hands  upon   K&ops,    from  whence 
the  disparity  of  their  function  is   evideot.-~Thac 
a  Biifaop  has  a   cbara61er  whidi  cannot  be  com* 
municaced  but  by  one  of  the  fame  diftin^tion  ;  and 
that  the  chnrch  has  been  governed  by  Btfiiopsr  vrith* 

out 
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out  mfcruption  for  fifteen  hundred  years,  Thcfe 
were  affirmations  fubfcribcd  by  a  hundred  thou- 
Xand  perfons,  who  could  not  all  be  fuppofed  to 
lindcrftand  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  able 
to  give  a  proper  reafon  for  their  fubfcriptlbn ; 
and  the  abfudity  of  many  of  them  is  fo  palpa- 
.ble^   that  they  are  altogether  incredible. 

*  Many  loud  complaints '  were  made  to  the  par- 
lianrent  of  unfair  means  of  obtaining  names  to 
petitions,  upon  which  the  houfe  appbintcd  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  ethc  matter;  buc  upon' enqui'ry, 
there  appeared  fuch  palpable  faults  on  both  fides, 
that  the  affaif  was  dropt.  ■'  - 

•  The  root  and  branch  petition  was  prcfented  to 
the.houTe,.  on 'December  the  eleventh,  one  thou- 
fand  ,  fix  huhdi-ed' and  ^  forty,  by  Alderman  Pen- 
nington, and 'other^  in  the  name  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjeds^  inland  about 'London  and  the  nb^hbonr- 
ing  counties..  It  was  the  general  opinion,  that 
ibis  petitibn:  was  prompted  by  tl^e  Scotch  com- 
miflioncrs,  who.  were  now  'grown  very  popular* 
This  petition: (hewed,  tTiat  the  government  <rf  the 
church  by  archbiftiops,  .bifli(^s,  deans, '  and  arch- 
deacons, ^  &c.  with  their  courts  and'  miniftratioijs 
in  them^  had  proved  very  prejudicial  to  religion 
and  the  commonwealth,  and  were  injurious  to  the 
confcicnces  and  liberties  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeSs; 
ihc  petitioners  therefore-  humbly  prayed,  that  the 
faid  government  with  all  its  appendages^  root  and 
branchf\  might  be  aboliihed,   and  all  laws  in  be- 

•  half  thereof **  might  bc^  made  void;  and  that  the 
government,  according  to  God's  word,  might  be 
rightly  placed  among  theiji.  This 
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This  p4!tition  had  an  appendix  which   contain- 
ed  tvfcnty  grievances,  the  chief  of  which  related 
to  the  ty fanny  of  the  Biftiops,  in  depriving  minifters 
for  npn- conformity  to  certain  rites  and  ceremonies, 
their   difcountenancing  preaching,    their   claim    of 
jure  divinOf   their  adminiftring  the  oath  ei  officiQ^ 
the  exorbitant  power  of  the  high  commiflion,  with 
other  innovations.     The 'friends  of  the  church' pre- 
fented  a  counter-petition  in  behalf  of  the  hierar- 
chy,   which  contained  fevcral    reafons    why    epif- 
copacy    fhould    be  continued,   and   the  hierarchy 
preferred;    namely,    that  it  was  jure  divinOy   that 
jnany  bifhops  had  been  martyrs,   that  the  church 
had   been    very  peaceable  fince  the   reformation, 
that  the  government  of  the  church  by  cpifcopacy 
tended  mod  for  edification,    and  that  it    was  ^  a? 
greeable  to  the  conftitution   to  have  the  church 
governed   by    bifhops.      This  lafi;    was    the  only 
good  reafon,  among  all  the  reft,    which  had  any 
truth  in  it. 

The  King  begaa  now  to  be  in  great  pain  for 
the  bifhops,  and  was  in  fear  concerning  the 
hierarchy  j  he  could  contain  himfelf  no "  longer : 
he  therefore  came  to  the  houfe,  and  in  a  very 
ra(h  manner  interrupted  the  debates.  He  expref- 
fed  his  diilike  of  the  petitions  againft  the  hier- 
archy,, and  faid  he  never  could  fuffer  the  voices 
of  the  bifhops  in  parliament  to  be  taken  away. 
The  zeal  of  Charles  on  this  occafion  did  real  in- 
jury to  the  caufe  of  the  church,  for  it  was  un- 
parliamentary for  the  King  to  declare  his  opinion 
before  the  houfe  had  proceeded  to  determine  on 
VpLlIL  H  the 


(    58    ) 

I 

thc^  fubjeft.  Sagacity  and.  prudence  were  none  of 
Charles's  Temarkable  qualifications;  his  zeal  for 
the  bi&ops  and  the  hierarchy  tranfporte4^  him  be- 
yond the  limits  of  prudence,  and  the  dignity  of 
royalty. 

The  months  of  February  and  March  were 
fpent  in  debates  concerning  the  petitions,  and  a 
bill  for  the  better  abolifhing  epifcopacy  was  not 
brought  in  till  the  month  of  May.  "The  months 
of  May  and  June  were  fpent  in  warm  fpeeches 
for  and  againft  this  bill,  and  the 'X)rators  in  the 
the  houfe  had  abundant  opportunities  to  difplay 
their  talents  of  oratory. 

Sir 'Henry  Vane  made  a  fpecch  full  of  zeal  a- 
gainft  the  biftiops,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  e^ 
pifcopacy  •,  he  compared  it  to  a  houfe  built  upon 
a  rotten  foundation,  which,  if  it  be  not  pulled  down, 
will  tall  down  about  the  cars  of  thofe  who  en- 
deavour to  fupport  it.  He  laid  that  form  of 
government  was  l^rought  in  by  antichrift,  and 
had  let  in  all  kinds  of  fuperftition  into  the'church  : 
that  it  was  injurious  to  civil  liberty,  and  tended 
to  entail  flavery  upon  mankind,  which  was  mani- 
fefl:  frotn  the  praftice  of  the  bifhops  in  preach* 
ing  up  paffive  obedience,  and  defending  arbitrary 
power.  This  fpeech  was  rather  too  violent,  but 
it  contained  nothing  but  truth;  the  praftice  of 
the  biCiops  confirmed  it,  for  iheir  conduft  was 
frefii  in  every  ones  memory. 

Mr  Serjeant  Thomas,  and  Mr  Bagfhaw  faid 
ibrae  fevere  things  againfl:  the  bifliops.  Baglhaw 
flood  up  to  anfwer  to  the  objeftions  made  againft 
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aboHiliing  the  order  of  bifliops/ and' aSSrmed  that 
the  doflrine  oi  divine  right  was  contrary  to  the* 
ftatute  37th  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  -which  was 
ftill  ra  force,  which  fays,  they*  haVe  their  epif-  ' 
copal  authority  folely  and  only  '  ftom  .  the  King. 
He  fai3  •  that  it  was  abfurd  to  affirm  that  epifco- 
pacy  was  infeparable  from  the  crown ;  for  there 
were'  Kings  in  England  •  long  bjefore  *  biihops, .  and 
might  tlill  deppft  .them.  ,!He  denied  that  epifco-, 
pacy  Was  4  third*  eftateV  and'  ftiewed  from,  re- 
cords  that'  feteraP  parliaments  had  been  held 
Mhoiit  bi&^pi'-"    '•  '    '^     '   '  .   • 

Mr  WKi^c  'iargued  more  particularly,  and  con* 
fidered,  the^  tiflpps  with  'regard  to  their  baronies," 
temporailities  and  fpifitua]  funftions.-* 'The ^former 
he  affirmed,  ^ere  derived  ^  from  the  King,  and 
begatt  m  tlhe  fourth  .  of  Williarai  the  Conqueror, 
by  virtile  whereof,  they  have  had  a  place^in*  the' 
Haufd  of  Peers,  in\parjiament';  but  in  the  fe- 
venth  of  Heilry'th^  Eighth, '  It  was  refolved  by 
^11  thd.  judges  of'  England,  thai  the  ICing  might 
hold  his  jJarliament  himfelf,  with  the  temporal 
lords  and  cbmmons,  without  any  bifhops;  becaufe 
a  bilhop,  has  no  feat  in  parliament  in  confequencc 
of  his  fpiritual  fun'ftion,  but  by  reafon  of  his 
barony,  and  accordingly  afts  of  parliameat .  have 
been  made  without  them,  as  the  fecond  of.  Richard 
the  Second,  cap.  3,  and  at  otfier  times;  nor 
Were  they  called  fpiritual  lords  in  our  ftatutes, 
till  the  fixteenrh  of  Richard  the  Second.  Mr 
White  alfo  cdnfidered  the  fpiritual  power  of  the 
hifliops,   and  fticwed    that '  they    derived   it  only 
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from  humao  authority;  that  according  to  ditine 
authority^  biihops  and  presbyters  were,  equal  and 
the  fa»e*^  He  was  therefore  for  reducing  all 
bifhops  to  a  level  with  presbyters,  and  for  soa^ 
king  preiBbytcrs  equal  with  bifliops  in  the  right 
of  ordination,  excommunication,  and  preaching 
the  word  of  God.    . 

Lord  Falkland  ftood  up  to  remove   the  force 
of  the   root  and  branch  petition,  and  tht  argu- 
ments which  had  been  made    in  favour  thereof* 
He  allowed  the  charges  which  were  brought   a- 
gainft  the  bi(hops  to  be  juft,    and  was    £6r  re** 
forming  abufes,   but  pot  for  removing  the  order. 
He  diilinguiihed  between  a  good  thing  and  the; 
abufe  thereof^    and  iniiiled  that  though  the  iii- 
Ititution  of  biflxops  was   not   jure_  4ivino^   yet    it 
had  been    contiaued   for    fifteen   hundred   years^ 
and  was  very  ancient :  for  this  reafon  Jbe  thought 
that  they  fhould  not  proceed  fo  raihly  as  to  dc-» 
ilroy  It  all  at  once.    All   the   fpeakcrs    on  the 
fide  of  the  church,    though  true  friends  ta  cpifc 
copacy^  allowed  the  lite  abufes  which  had  beea 
introduced  by  the  bifhops;    and^   fome.  of  themt. 
who  were  the  greateft  friends  to  the  King,  made 
the  moil    fevere    reflections  againd    the    biihops. 
It  is  obfervablc  in  the  whole  debates,  that  none 
on  either  fide  of  the  qucftion  fpoke  a  difrefpeft-* 
ful   word   of  his  Majefty,   but  imputed  all  the 
evils,  which  had  happened    for    the    lad    twelve 
years,  to  the  King's  miniflers  j   which  fhews  diat 
Charles  might  have  enjoyed  his  throne  and  kingdom 

with  the  greatcit  eafe^  provided  he  had  not  taken 
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the  crimos  ^  his  mi&iflers  upoD  Uuti&U>  tod  de^ 

fended   them-  ?  ::: 

While  the  honfe  .was  prep^riixg  .tQ;h|tml>Ie  tbe^ 
bifhops^  they  did  not  Qverriook  thel^Qattifi  catbiK' 
lies;     they,  confidered ^.^Qm  as  the;  gfMtoft.criQii^} 
T^Sy    jstod;  meant  Jo:  lake :  it  cowk-wUlk  ;lchew«^ 
Th^    f>apifta  were  bow\  greatly   encneajfect  about 
LiOndo!^  apd  had  of  late  l^ears;  gr^^vvtryu^: 
lentz.    they  aiTembled  in  grcsit  numbers  ..iliomi  the  ' 
cQutt,    aQd   infukod .  the!  very  xrdarfs   of  jufiice : 
th^ '  Qtteeo  proteifted .  them^  :  and  Laud  Acfieoded 
theiHi  .t>ecaufe  they  werer:  friends  taihisi  plsai  of: 
the  iH"erggatiVe.  ;lt  i^  faid,  wiih  "whai!  degree  o£ 
truth    1   caimot,  pr^tiend  to  hf^   that ; , when  the 
Queea    of   Bohemia's /j:bap^m  LadTtTediObaud  tfaati 
there    was  a  popifh  confpiracy  againft  [the  Kio^i 
aod  church  of  Englafhi^  and.niiiMiiQiied  theaames 
of  the  confpiratorsy   all  offi^ters-  dhoM  tliel  eotirty: 
he  pretended  not  te  beliere  it^jbu^  d^fcredieod  it^ ' 
and*  ftifled  the  uiforma(Upn.'    T^itpi^ihinpecclK^^i*^ , 
tiOO^d  the  King  to  iffiie  a  piK)c)atnaHon  for  pottiing;/ 
the  law^  in    exe€uii€)d    againft   paptftijYbm  thi^i 
was  perfbrmedJa  fu^h  a^manner^;  that. the.  oain<* ; 
mittee  reported/   that  it  aratled  nothings  ii  was 
fo  clogged  with  provifosy  that  it  was  eafyto  afbid - 
the  proclamation.     A  gentleman  having  given  m« 
fcHinatiofi  io  opea^  court  to  one  of  the  judges;  jaf 
the  King's^  Bencb^  that  in  one  of  the  pariAea  mi 
the  dtTf  of  W^miofter,  there  were  aboyc  fix  thou,-^ 
f^d  reeufants ;  the  committee  oppomted  Mr  Hey* 
wood^  an  active  jnfirce  of  the  peacp,  to  make  pttt 
a  ii&  of  the  names  of  chcfe  recufams  within  the 
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city,  mi  nhct  liberties ':ckereof;  for  this  reafon  sH' 
the  inhabitants  were  fummoncd  to  appear  at  Weft- 
mizifter-ball  -tO'taklb  the  oaths.    While'  thejtifticc 
VfBs  in  execution  of^  his  (Mch,   one  James^ « a  pa- 
pift,  who  was  urgied  to  take '  the    oathd,    puHed 
oitt.a.knafe'^iidDrabbed  the  jnftice>  in  bpencoarr^ ' 
telling  Maf-^6  takft  that .  for  perfecutiitg  poor  ca- 
thfiiicst  the  ddjuftice  funk  SdcWn'wittfthje  Wound, 
butibjr  the* care   of  furgeoris,'  he  waS  fecovefed^ 
and   the   criminal  taken^  intoi  cuftodyj     This  •  Mr  ' 
Hejrwdod  was  the  very,  perfon' who  difcdvercd- the 
powder  plot  in  j  the  reigmof  Janjes,:  and  took  Guy 
Vaux  with>  hisldark  lantKoro^  in  his  hand,  which 
is  .prefcr?ed  ■  at  Oxford;    ainong'  many  other  cii- 
rijQi&ies^:j:witk  >Mr  -HejrwoodV^  name  on  it  in  let* 
tcrsix)f  qgbldT.  '  . 

w  -FhiB  r.itifbfcnr  aSibn  provoked  the  parliament 
tqrithc'  laft?  degree  J  they  fent  ordfers  to  all  the 
juftices  Serf  :the  peace  of-Weft«iinfter^  London^  a^nd 
Middiefexy' requiring  them  to  command  thd^chul-cli-  ' 
v?afl3^ensf  toi  'mike  a  return  -of^  thq.  names  of  all 
reciifant^ :  whhih .  their  refpe6lir^  pafiflies,  in  order 
to  have,  them  proceeded  againft- according  to  law. 
The  like:  order  was^fent  foon  after  to  thejuftkes 
in  the  remote  parts^of  the  kingdom.  Thfe  com- 
mons petitioned  the  King  to  remove  all  papiAs  from 
offices  in /the  ^army  and  navy)  who  refiifed  to  take 
•  t:l^  oaths:,  of '.allegiance  and  Jupremacy,  and  to  fill 
their  places v  with,  protcftants.  They  alfo  petition- 
ed his  Majcfty  to  remove  all  papifts  from  his  court, 
and  particularly  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  Sir  Toby  Ma^ 
thews;  Sir-. John. Winter,  and jMr  Montague^  who 

had 


had  been  n^med  in  the  informatioa  which  Laud 
had  f|bQerly  flified.  Charles  was  not.  ready  to 
perform  any.  aftion  to  pleafe  his  parliament,  when 
he  Jcnew  it  would  djfplcafe  the  "Queeu:  he  put 
them  off  wich  a  general  prpmife,  that  he  fhould 
take  care  that  the  papifls  about  the  court,  fliould 
give  no  fcandal ;  and  as  for  difarming  them,  he  faid,^ 
he  was  content,  provided  it  was  done  according 
to  law.  Thefe  addreffes  had  no  other  effeft  than 
to  incenfe  the  papifts  againft  thfe  parliament,  for 
the  King  and  Queen  were  refolved  to  proteft  them. 
They  foon  fhewed  how  far  they  differed  from  the 
parliament  copcerning  their  opinion  of  thc.catho-  . 
lies.  There  was  one  Goodman,  a  Seminary  Prieft, 
under  fentence  of  condemnation  in  Newgate,  whom 
the  King  reprieved  in  the  very  face  of  the  parlia* 
ment,  and  in  dcfpitc  of  all  their  addreffes.  This 
made,  both  houfes  agree  upon  a  new  rcmonftrance, 
fetting  forth  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and.  the  dan- 
ger it  was  in  from  the  deep  defigns  .  of  Roman 
catholics  againft  the  prefent  government ;  they  in- 
fifted  upon  putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft 
recufants,  and  take  particular  notice  of  the  cafe 
of  Goodman,  and  deiire  that  he  may  be  left  to 
the  juftice  of  the  law.  They  complain,  that  the 
Pope  had  an  agent  in  the  city  of  London^  and, 
that  the  papifts  went  publicly  to  mafs  4t  Den- t 
mark-hoiife,  and  at  St  James's  and  the  EmbaiTa* 
dor's  chapels, ,  as  others  went  to  their  parifh  ' 
e^urches.^  The  King  anfwered  this  remonftrance  { 
very  cooly,  and  gave  the  parliament,  little  r^on  \ 
to  expert  that  he  would  take  much  notice  there-  \ 
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of:  he  proQiSed  to  fet  forth  a  proclamation  to 
order  jefints^  and  priefis  to  depart  the  kingdom 
mrhin  a  month,  or  leave  them  to  the  juftice  of 
the  nation  With  regard  to  the  Pope's  nuncio, 
he  £ud,  that  his  commiflion  extended  no  fanher 
than  to  keep  np  a  correfpondence  between  the 
Qneen  and  the  Pope  concerning  fpiritnal  matters ; 
bat  feeing  his  charader  was  become  fn^idous, 
be  had  peHWaded  the  Queen  to  confent  to  his 
being  recalled  :  he  promifed  further,  that  he  would 
reftrain  his  fubjeds  from  going  to  mais,  and  with 
refpefb  to  Goodman,  he  faid,  he  was  content  to 
.  leaye  him  to  the  pleafure  of  the  honie;  but  he 
liiggefted  to  them,  that  neither  Queen  Elizabeth 
nor  King  James  erer  put  any  to  death  merely 
for  religion,  and  defired  them  to  confider  what 
hiconyeniendes  might  enfue  to  his  fubjeds  in  foreign 
countries.  Charles  was  certainly  right  with  re- 
gard to  his  fentiment  concerning  perfecuting  to 
death  for  matters  merely  religious :  for  it  can  ne« 
irer  be  lawful  to  put  men  to  death  for  any  pro* 
feffion  of  religion,  provided  they  do  not  profe^ 
to  injure  the  rights  and  privileges  of  others,  by 
nfing  thdr  own;  but  he  had  certainly  forgotten 
how  many  catholics  had  fuffered  for  denying  the 
ecdefiafticil  jurifdidion  both  in  the  rdgn  of  £Ii« 
zabeth  and  James.  Neal,  in  his  hiftory  of  the 
Puritans,  appears  highly  offended  becaufe  Goodman 
\  was  not  executed  for  being  a  feminary  pried;  but 
!  it  would  have  been  die  higheft  degree  of  inju(^ 
^  dee  to  have  taken  away  his  life,  merely  for  his 
'  being  a  pried  and  a  athplis;^  without  fome  fads 
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had  been  proTcd  againft  him,  whereby  he  might 
have  been  lawfully  conviAed.  Ic  has  an  ill  ap* 
pearancc  to  find  an  hiftorian  thirfting  after  blood. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  Charles 'fhcwed  a  partia- 
lity to  the  papifls  through  the  intereft  of  the 
Queen  in  their  favour,  but  it  can  never  be  im- 
puted to  him  as  a  crime  for  fhewing  mercy, 
when  Ihcrc  was  no  evidence  againft'  the  criminal 
to  condemn  him,  except  what  merely  belonged^  to 
religion. 

The  Commons,  in  confequence  of  their  ^ 
defign  of  bringing  corrupt  minifters  to  juf-  ^ 
tice,  began  with  impeaching  the  Earl  of  Staflford, 
The  fubftance  of  his  impeachment  was,  that  he  had 
endeavoured  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws  of 
England  and  Ireland,  and  attempted  to  introduce 
an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  government.  This  was  , 
proved  by  a  multitude  of  fafts,  but  it;  was  denied 
by  the  JEarFs  counfel  to  be  high  jcrcafon,  who  af- 
firmed, that  all  treafons  were  to  be  reduced  to 
the  particulars  fpecified  by  aft  of  parliament, 
and  that,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Earl,  the  whole 
charge  amounted  to  no  more  than  felony.  The 
Commons  perceived  the  force  of  this  reafoning, 
and  changed  their  impeachment  into  a  bill  of  at-  , 
tainder.  This  was  making  the  moft  of  the  law 
to  fcrve  their  own  purpofes;  for  they  kneW  they 
had  an  aft  of  parliament  for  the  one,  but  none 
for  the  other.  The- bill  of  attainder  paffed  the 
Commons  with  a  large  majority,  but  it  had  cer- 
tainly be  thrown  out  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  had 
it  not  been  for  an  accident  which  put  it  out  of 
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the  power  of  the  Earl's  friends  to  preferve  him. 

Charles  was  again  weary  of  his  parliament^  and 
wanted  to  preferv?  his  minifter;  for  this  r^afon 
he  confented  to  a  fcherae  which  feme  courtiers 
propofed  to  him,  to  bring  the  army  which  was 
raifed  againft  the  Scots  to  London,  to  keep  the 
two  houfes  in  awe,  take  pofleiEon  of  the  city, 
andi  refcue  the  Earl  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
parliament.  A  petition  was  drawn  up  for  the 
oflSicers  of  the  army  to  fign,  and  to  prefent  to 
his  Majefty,  with  a  promife  of  their  readinefs 
to  ferve  him  in  defence  of  his  prerogative  a- 
gainft  the  turbulent  temper  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  This  draught  was  (hewn  to  the  King, 
and,  in  teflimony  of  his  approbation,  was  ligned 
C.  R.  But  the  plot  was  difcovered  to  the  Earl 
of  Bedford,  to  the  Lords  Say  and  Kimbolton, 
and  t6  Mr  Pym,  with  the  names  of  the  con- 
fpirators. 

As  foon  as  the  difcovery  of  this  plot  was 
known,  the  confpirators  abfconded,  or  fled  to 
France;  but  the  houfe  went  on  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  took  all  poffible  caution  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  any  future  attempts  of  this 
kind. 

Mr  Pym  laid  open  the  confpiracy  to  the  houfe 
on  the  fecond  of  May,  and  fhewed  them  that 
among  other  branches  of  the  plot,,  one  was,  to 
feize  the  Tower,  and  to  ^ut  the  Earl  of  Staf- 
ford at  the  head  of  the  Iriflx  papifts,  who  were 
ca  be  tranfported  to  England,  and  to  fecure  Portf- 
mouth,    on   purpdfc    to    receive   fuccours    from 
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France.     Sir  William  Balfour,    Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  confcffed,    that   the  King    had  fcnt  film 
exprefs   orders  to    recei?e  an  hundred    men  into 
that  garrifon,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Bil- 
lingfly,  to  favour  the  Earl's  efcape,  and  that  the 
Earl   himfelf  offered  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and 
to  advance  his  fon,   by   ha^i^ing  him  married   into 
one  of  the  beft  families  in  the  kingdom.    Whe- 
ther all  that  is  faid  concerning  this  plot  be  true 
or  not  is  uncertain :   fome  things  arc  perhaps  too 
highly  coloured  on  both  fides ;  but  by  comparing 
Lord  Clarendon,  Rulhworth,  and  Burnet's  account 
thereof,  it  appears  that  there  was  a  fcheme  fet  on 
foot  to  bring  the  army  to  London,    to  over-awe 
the  parliament,   and,   very   probably,  had   it    fuc- 
ceeded,    the    nation    would,  have  been    enflaved. 
Whatever  was  in  this  plot,   one  thing  is  certain, 
that  it  funk  the  reputation  of  King  Charles,  in  the 
cfteem  of  the  nation,  and  rendered  him  abhorred  by 
all  who  feared  popery,  and  arbitrary  power.    The 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  now  confidered  as  the  only 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation,    which  notion 
they  took  care  to  improve,  to  fecure  their  continuance, 
till  they  had  done  the  bufinefs  they  intended  to 
execute.     They  entered  into   a    folemn    protefta- 
tiou  and  promife  to  ♦(land   by   one  another  with 
.  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  the  Scotch  army  was 
continued  for  their  better   fecurity.      A  bill   was 
likewife  brought    in  for   the  continuance  of  that 
prefent  parliament,    and  urged  with  great  advan- 
tage;  and  by  the  difcovery  of  this  plot,  the  fate 
of  the  Earl  of  Stafford  was  determined.    The  mob 
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became  now  outrageous,  and  cam^    to  Weftsnin- 
iter^  calling  out  for  juftice;  they  threatened  tbofe 
members  with  deilnUftion,   who  had  voted  againft 
the  tall  o£  attainder^    and  exprefied  great    eager- 
jiefs  to  have  juftice  againft  StaiFord.     The  bill  at 
laft  pafled  the  Hpufc  of  Lords   with   the  diflent 
of  eleven  Peers  only.      The  King   was  now  in 
great  diftrefs  how  to  behave;     he    would    have 
willingly  faved  the  Earl,   but  was  afraid  to  pro- 
voke the.  parliament^    left  they  Ihould    have    en- 
quired  farther  into  the  late  plot.     He  confiilted 
the  biihops  and  judges^    but  remained  fliH  unfa«> 
tisfied:    in    this    ilate   of  fufpence    he  continued, 
undetermined,   till  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
£arl,   deiiring   him  to  fign  the  bill,  and  then  be 
figned  it.     It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  what  mo- 
tives could  incline  the  Earl  to  write  fuch  a   let- 
ter,   feeing,    he  might  have  known  how  fickle  a 
perfon  King  Charles  was^    and  how  much  it  was 
his  intereft  at  this  time  to  liften  to  the  cries  of 
his  fubjefiis    againil  a    minifter  wh<»a  they   con- 
ceived to  have  been  the  chief  caufeof  all  their 
opprefEon.    He  certainly  never  believed  that  Charles 
would  have  confented  to  take  away  his  life;  and 
the  King  could  never  be  perfuaded  that  the  Earl 
nieant  to  defire  him  to  ratify  a  bill  which  Was  to 
iffue  in  his  death.    He  was  however  executed  on 
the  twelfth  of  May,  and  died  with  all  the  refdbtion 
of  the  ancient  Romans. 

The  Earl  of  Srafibrd  was  a  man  of  great  a- 
bilities,  and  was  at  firft  a  great  patriot  and  de- 
fender of  the  rights  and  and  liberties  of  his  cotm- 
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try ;   but  vhen  he  was  preferred^  he  became  in- 
toxicated with  power^ .  and   apoftaiized   from    the 
noble  caufe   he    fir  ft   engaged    in ;     he    was  the 
moft   arbitrary    minifter  that    England    had    ever 
known,   ?nd  fell  a  facrifice!  to  his  .own  pride  and 
anJjition.    His  very  friepds  confefs  that  he    was 
a  dangerous  nunifler,  and  a  grand  apoftate  from 
the  commonwealth;    Lord    Clarendon    coijifcfietby 
that,  for  reafoz^  of  ilate,  he  had  exercifed  a£te 
of  power,    and  indulge  fam^  to  his  own    appe^ 
tlte  and  pailk)n.    It  is  xn^nifeft,   th^t  he   had  ^ 
chief  band  in  mamy  (^  the  late  oppridTions. 

The  exequticw  of  the  lEarl  of  ^afiord  itruck 
terror  in  all  the  Kiifg>  n^^inKtefsj'fome  threw  up 
their  places^  and  others  left  the  kifgdomt  and 
retired  to  France*  The  Lord  IC^eper,  Fincb^  and 
Secretary  Windebank.  we^  among  the  latt(pr ;  theif 
confciences  informed  then) ;  what  (hey  deforved^ 
and  they  received  th^  lyamiog,  and  tpok  flight  in 
due  time.  It  was  now  expeded  that  the  Kiqg 
V7ould  diflblve  the  parliament,  for  thjcy  did  nothing 
which  was  agreeable  to  his  inclinations ;  they  had 
beheaded  Stafford,  frighteMd  the  reft  of  his  mv- 
cifters,  and  impeached  fix  of  the  judges  for  in- 
terpreting away  the  laws  of  then:  country ;  but 
Charles  wanted  money  to  pay  his  army,  and 
Jcnew  not  how  to  raife  it.  He  had  tried  all 
methods  which  craft  or  power  could  fuggefl  al- 
ready, and  yet  all  was  infufficient;  his  armies  in 
the  North  were  to  pay,  and  money  was  necef* 
&ry  for  to  pay  them.  The  Kipg  now  began  to 
prefi  both  houfes  to  difpatch  this  affair,   and  to 

relieve 
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relieve  the  counti^  from  the  burden  of  contrlbu- 
tioQj   but  the  Commons  confidered  the    Scots  as 
theif  fecurity,    and  were  perfuaded  that  if  they 
were    fent  home,   they  would   be   again    at    the 
mercy  of  the  prerogative,  fupported  by  a  (landing 
army.      They    began    to    borrow  money  of  the 
city  of  London,    but  when  the  defign  of  diflblv- 
iog  the  parliament    was    difcovered,    they   would 
lend  nothing  upon  parliamentary  fecurity,   beeaufe 
the  fitting  of  parliament  was  fo  precarious.-    This 
gave  occafion  to  a  motion  for  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  parliament,   till    they   ihould  diflblve 
themfelves.    This  was  turned  into  a  bill,  and  paf- 
fed  both  houfes   with  very  little  oppoiitfon ;    this 
was  confidered  as    the  only  expedient   that  could 
be  thought  of   to  fupport  public    credit    at    this 
time :     it  enads,  that  this  prefent  parliament  fhall 
not  be  adjourned,  prorogued,  or  diflblved  without 
their  own  confent,    and  was    figned    by  commif- 
fion,  together  with  the  bill    of  attainder    againft 
the  Earl  of  Staflbrd. 

Charles  by  this  rafh  unadvifed  proceeding  al- 
tered the  whole  conftitution,  and  at  once  gave 
up  his  own  prerogative  into  the  hands  of  the 
parliament;  they  now  might  fit  as  long  as  they 
pkafed,  and  whatever  a6ls  of  tyranny  and  injaf- 
tice  they  might  be  guilty  of,  he  could  not  dif- 
folve  them,  even  at  the  moft  earned  defire  of  the 
nation.  There  was  only  one  thing  he  could  do; 
fae  might  refufe  to  pafs  their  bills,  and  not  give 
fandion  to  their  proceedings:  but  this  would 
have  put  an  end  to  all  bufinefs,   and  kept  up 
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a  perpetual  akercation  between  the  King  and  the 
parliament.  King  Charles  (hewed  his  weaknefs, 
in  figning  this  bill,  for  thereby  he  not  not  only 
parted  with  what  he  valued  moft  in  royalty, 
but  gave  up  one  part  of  the  legiflature,  which 
was  lodged  in  his  own  hands,  to  the  other  two 
cftates,  or  rather  to  the  G)mmons. 

The  Commons  were  now  much  alarmed  at  the 
late  plot,  and'  the  flight  of  the  confpirators ;  they 
therefore  entered  into  a  vow  and  proteftation  to 
defend  one  another  in  the  fupport  of  the  protef- 
tant  religion,  and  the  civil  liberties  of  the  nation ; 
this  proteftation  was  likewife  taken  by  all  the 
peers  except  the  Earl  of  Southampton  and  Lord 
Roberts,  and  by  the  Bifliops,  though  they 
might  as  well  have  fworn  the  folemn  league  and 
covenant;  as  fubfcribed  this  vow  and  proteftation.^ 

AVithin 

•  tht  Solemn  Vow  of  the  Commons, 

m 

I,   A.  B.  do,   in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,   vow  and  proteft 
to  maim^n  and  defend,   as  far  as  lawfully  I  may,  with  my  life, 
power,  and  eftate,    the  true  reformed  proteftant  religion,    expreflcd 
in   the  dotSbrine  of  the  church  of  England,   againft  all  popery  and 
popidi    innovations  in  this '  realm;    contrary  to  the  faid  dodbine  : 
and  according  to  the  duty  of  my  allegiance,    I  will  tn^iintain  and 
defend  his  Majefty's  royal  perfon,  honour,  and  eftate ;  alid  the  power 
and  privilege  of  parliament,    the  lawful  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
fuhjet^,    and  of  every  perfon  who   (hall  make  this  proteftation  ia 
whatibever  he  (hall  do  in  the  lawiful  purfuance  of  the  ikmc.    And ' 
to  niy  power,    as  far  as  I  lawfully  may,    I  will  oppoie,  and  by  all 
good  ways  and  means  endeavour  to  bring  to  condign  punilhmen^, 
all  inch  who  (hall  by  force,  pra^tce,  oouniel,  plot,  confpiracy,  or 
otherwife,  do  any  thing  to  the  contrary  in  this  proteftation  contained. 
And  further,    that  I  fhall,  in  all  juft  and  honourable  ways,  endea- 
vour to  preferve  the  union  and  peace  between  the  three  kingdoms 
offng^d;   Scotlaxv:!,  and  Ireland;   and  neither  for  hope  nor  fear, 
or  any  other  .rcfpcdk,  ihall  relinquifli  this  promifc,  vow,  and  pro- 
teihttoQ. 
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Withm  the  fpace  of  two  days,  this  new  tow 
was  t^cn  by  eighty  temporal  lords,  feventcen  bi- 
ihops,  nine  judges,  and  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  was  printed 
the  next  day,  and  fent  to  the  iherifis  andjuftices 
of  the  peace  in  the  fcveral  counties  of  England, 
to  be  taken  by  the  whole  nation,  and  directions 
fent  along  therewith  how  they  were  to  proceed. 
It  was  appointed  to  be  taken  on  the  Sabbath-day, 
after  fermon,  before  the  congregation  were  difniif- 
fed,  by  all  matters  of  families,  their  fons  and  fer- 
Tants,  provided  they  were  of  proper  age,  in  the 
manner  following :  (i)  That  notice  be  given  to 
the  minifter  by  the  church- wardens  of  the  inten- 

.  tion.  (2)  That  the  minifter  acquaint  the  people 
in  his  fennon  of  the  nature  of  the  proteftation. 
(3)  That  the  minifter  firft  take  it  himfelf,  read- 
ing it  diftin£Hy  with  an  audible  voice,  that  all 
prefent  may  hear  it;  then  tlie  affembly  Ihall  take 
the  writing  in   their  l^nds,    faying,   with  a  dif- 

,  tinft^and  audible  voice;  /,  A'.  B.  rf?,  in  the  pre- 
Jence  cf  iAlmghty  God,  vow  and  prottfl  the  fame, 
which  the  leading  per/on  that  reads  it  did,  na^ 
mng  the  per/on.  (4)  The  names  of  all  that  take 
It  fhall  be  fubfcribed  in  a  regifter,  and  the  names 
of  thofe  that  refufe  (hall  be  entered.  Thefe  or- 
ders  were  obfcrved  in  the  cities  of  London  and 
Weftminfter;  but  the  more  diftant  parts  of  the 
nation  were  complained  of  for  negleding  to  com- 
ply: upon  which  the  commons  paiTed  a  bill,  to 
oblige  all  peribns  throughout  the  kingdom  to  take  . 
it ;  but  the  houfe  of  lords  did  not  agree  to  this 

bill, 
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bill,  for  the  whole  bench  of  Biihops  were  againft 
it :  Vhereupoa  the  Commons  came  to  this  refo- 
lution: — That  wbofoever  would  not  take  the  pro* 
tejlation^  was  unfit  to  bear  any  office  in  the  church 
or  tho^  commonwealth. 

The  Commons  now  for  exceeded  their  power, 
and  aded  quite  contrary  to  the  conftitntion ;    for 
vrithout  the  confent  of  the  King,  no  laws  can  be 
impofed  a|)on  the  fubjeAs.    The  King's  confent- 
ing   to  the  bill  for  thei^  continuance  in    parlia- 
.ment  did  not*  authorize  them  to  make  and  impofe 
Jaws  on  the  fubje£ls,  without  his  confent  and  au- 
thority.   In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  there 
was  a    parliamentary  afibciation,    but  the  Queen 
agreed  to  it,   and  therefore  it  was  a  deed  of  the 
Jegiflature:  and  Charles  complied  with  the  fotemp 
league  and   covenant,    which  made  the  impofition 
in  a  fenfe  legal;  but  this  proceeding  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England  wa^  altogether  illegal,  and  con* 
trary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  conftitution. 
The  Biihops  fuffered  much,  in  the  efteem  of  the 
populace,    for   oppofing  this  proteftation,    though 
they    did  nothing  but    what  was  their   duty  in 
voting  againft  it.     Whatever  might  be  the  mo* 
tives  of  thofe  dignitaries  of  the  church  on  this 
occafion,   they  afied  according  to  the  conftitution, 
and  the  laws  which  were  then  in  being* 

The  Puritans  had,  for  a  long  time,  an  aver- 
don  againd  the  lordly  titles  and  dignities  of  the 
prelates,  and  their  votes  in  the*  IJoufe  of  Peer& 
were  found  tp  be  a  great  grievance,  and  an  ef- 
leAual  hkderance  tp  the  proceedings  of  the  par* 

Vol.*  lit  :       K  liamcnc 
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Jkunent.    They    had,  at    the  refdrmadoit,    vcadt 
mtsch  oppofition  againft  the  fupreaiacy^    a&d  had 
Tidently  withftood  the  ad  of  unifdrmlty  in  the 
reign  of  Elfeibcth.    They  were  at  this  time  coa- 
iidered  as  mere  creatures  of  the  courts  and  dupe$ 
to  the  prerogatire;    enemies  to  all    reformation 
fa  church  or  ftate,  and  who  were  ready  to  throw 
their  influence  into   that    icale  which  was  againft 
tiny  amendments  in  the  conftitmion:    The  Com- 
mons well    knew   that    twenty^lix  .votes  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  were  ftifficient  to  turn  the  ba- 
lance at  any  time;  they  were  anxious  to  be  freed 
from    fuch    a   grievance,    which    they   nmft  for 
ever   conjbat,     as   long   as  the    Bifhops   continu- 
ed to  fit  in  parKament. '  It  was  therefore  moved 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to .  take  away  their  feats  in  the 
Houfe  <^  Peers,   which  was  ibon  agreed  to.    It 
was  entitled.    An  afi  for  reftraining  Bilhops,  and 
others  of  the  clergy  in  holy  orders,  from  inter- 
qieddling  in  fecular  aSairs.    It  confided  of  feveral 
{>articulars :    That  no    Biihop    fliould   have    any 
V0te  in/parliamrat,  nor  any  judicial  power  in  the 
fiar-chamber,  nor  be  a  privy  counfellor,  nor  be 
a  judge  in    any    of   the    temporal    courts,    nor 
flxould  any  clergyman   be    in    the   commiffion  of 
the  peace.     To  make  this   bill    pals    the    more 
eafily,    it  was  given  out,   that  if  this  bill  was  a- 
gre^  to,   the   Commons  V^ould   be    fatisfied:   it 
therefore  paffed  with  very  little   oppofition,   and 
was  fent  up  to  the  Lords  on  the  firft  of  May. 
Some  of  the  Peers  would  have  had  the  Bi&ops 
to  ieSga  tkert  {daces,  and  to  give -tip  their  Totes 

in 
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la  parliament ;  md  that  ia  this  cafcj^  the  Lordi 
would  have  beeQ  bouod  in  bonpur  to  have  pre-i 
ierved  their  jurifdid^ion^  aqd  refqniaes:  hut  they 
would  Dot  liften  to  this  propofaf,  bur  ea»ploye4 
th^ir  utmoft  efforts  to  iecure  their  fixate;  uU  a 
Ibperior  power  (hpuld  difplace  them. 

^his  debate  conc^t^iog  the  Bi&op&  occafioiied 

mismy  l^uned  and  warm  fpeecbes  in  both  houfeSf 

and  mUky  arguments  were  afed  b^th  for  and  $t 

gaj&ft  thor  fitting  in  parliament    It  vat  alledged 

a^gaifift  tbem^    that    their   attendance  on   iecukr 

mflBw^  blnderid  ibem  from  difcharging  their  fpi- 

ritu^  fm&imt ;  th^t  it  was    contrary  to   their 

iMPdinaiim'  engagements,    becai:ife  when   they   en^ 

toriad  into    holy  orders^   they  promised  to   give 

thcmlelyes  wholly    to  that   vocation ;    that  many 

canons,  in  feveral  general  councib,  had  forbidden 

their  meddling  in  fecular  a&irs ;  that  the  twenty i> 

four  Bifhops  depend  on  the  two  Archbiihops,  and 

take  ah   oath  of  canonical  obedience    to    them ; 

that  their   peerage   is  not  of    the   fame  natnre 

with   the   temporal  Lor3s,  being    only    for  life; 

that  they  depend  on  the  crown  for  tranfl^tion  to 

to  greater  biihoprics;   that   it    was   not    fit    that 

twenty-fix    of  them    ihould    fit   as  judges    upon 

complaints  which  were  brought  againft  themfelves, 

and  perfons  of  the  fifme  order.    Bifiiop  Willi'^ms 

publiftied  an  anfw^r  to  thefe  reafons,  the  fum  of 

his  arguments  was :    That  BiCbops  had  voted  in  par« 

Itament  ever  fince  the  conquefi: ;  that  their  voting  was 

no  confiderable  hinderance  to  their  fpiritual  fanfiion, 

for   parliaments   were  to   fit  bdt  once  in  three 

Kz  years. 
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years,  and  then  but  a  month  at  a  tixne ;  that . 
though  no  clergyman  xvas  to  entangle  himfelf 
vith  the  afiairs  of  this  life,  yet  the  apoftle  did 
not  exclude  them  from  meddling  with  them. 
That  clergymen  had  always  been  in  the  com- 
mii&on  of  the  peace,  from  the  firfl:  planting  of 
chriflianity,  <  and  that  they  were  beft  qualified  for  ! 

it.  To  thefe  two  arguments,  it  was  anfwered, 
that  the  epifcopal  fundion,  if  properly  difcharged^ 
was  fufficient  for  all  their  dme  anid  thoughts,  and 
th^t  their  diocefes  were  large  enough  to  emplo]^ 
all  their  labours ;  and  that,  according  tp  tixxVs 
exhortation  to  Timothy,  they  flbould  gi?^  them«* 
felves  wholly  to  thofe  fervices  which  beloi^ed  to 
their  ofEce.  To  the  fecond  it  was  replied,  that 
they  were  the  moft  unfit  pcrlbns  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  commii&on  of  the  peace,  becaufe  it 
had  a  direfi  tendency  to  hinder  their  ufefulnefs 
in  the  pulpit. 

It  was  further  urged  in  behalf  of  the  Bifhops, 
that  the  taking  away  one  whole  bnmch  out  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peeps  was  an  ill  precedent,  and  would 
encourage  the  Commons  ^  one  time  or  other  to 
cut  off  the  barons,  or  fome  pther  degrees  of  the 
nobility.  It  was  anfwered  that  the  peerage  of 
Biihops  did  not  fland  upon  the  fame  footing  with 
the  reft  of  the  nobility,  becaufe  they  hare  no 
right  to  Tote  in  cafes  of  blood ;  and  if  they  had 
the  fame  right  of  peerage  with  the  temporal 
Lords,  no  canon  of  the  church  could  deprive 
them  of  it.     ' 

It  vras  further  urged  for  the  Biihops,   that ,  if 

the 
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the    bench   were  deprived   of  their  Totes,   they 
would  be  left  under  great  diiadvantages;  for^  whereas 
the  meaneft  commoner  is  reprefented  in  the  lower 
houfe^    the  Biihops  will  be  thrown  out  of  all  thefel 
benefits:    and,   if  they  haye  no  Ihare  in  confent- 
ing  to  laws,  neither  in  their  perlon  >  nor  reprefen- 
tatiyes^  wh&t  jnftice  can  oblige  them  to  keep  the 
laws.     Thi$  w^s  a  very  childiih  argument  and  re* 
quired  little  anfwering;   for  the  Biihops  were  fiill 
on  a  footing  with  other  freeholders,  or  any  other 
incorporated  bodies  of  misn  in  the   nation.      But 
the  priociirfe  argument  wbidi  had  any  weight  iu 
it  was,  that  the  Biihops  were  one  of  the  three 
eftates   in  parliament ;    that  as  fuch>   they .  were 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  body  of  the  cler- 
gy,   and  therefore  to  turn  them  out,  would  be  to 
alter  the  conAitution,  and  to  take  away  one  branch 
of  the  legiilature;  the  parliament  would  not  then 
be  the  compleat  reprefencati?e  body  of  the  nation^^ 
nor  would  the  laws,  which  were  enafied  without 
fhem,   be  valid. 

It  wa?  anfwer^  tp  this,  that  the  Biihops  did 
not  iit  iu  the  houfe  as  a  third  efhtenot  as  bi- 
ihops; but  only  in  right  pf  their  baronies,  annexed 
to  their  biihoprlc^.  By  the  fifth  of  William  the 
Firttf  all  Biihops  have  baronies  except .  the  Biihop 
of  Man,  who  is  9$  much  a  Biihop,  with  regard 
CO  the  power  pf  ordination  and  jurifdidion,  as  a- 
ny  of  the  reil  of  the  Bifliops ;  yet  he  has  no 
place  in  parliament,  becaufe  he  does  not  hold  by 
barony.  That  the  Biihops  were  not  a  third  ef- 
tate  cflcntial  to  the  (ConiUtutioni  apjpear;  mamifefb 

from 
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from  the  parlaaeiit  making  Uv9^  wtchMt  thow, 
which  are  ftill  ia  force»  as  laws  of  the  conftim^ 
tioOf  and  biDdiog  upon  (he  fubjeds.    If  the  Biihop? 
were  an  efleotial  part  of  the  legiflature^  no  law 
could  be  enacted  withoat  their  coqfent;  yet  the 
2£k  of  uDifmnity,    firft  of  Edward  the  Shihf  is 
ftill  in  force,   fiom  which  the  whole   bench  of 
Bifliopa  dtiTented ;  the  jEame  thtog  happened  with  re- 
j;afd  to  the  aft  of  fupreBmcy,  the  firft  of  Elisgibeih. 
If  the  majority  of  the  Lords  agree,  and  the  Honfe 
of  Commons  concur,  any  bill  m^y  pai&,  tlM>ogb 
ail  the  Bifhops  be  aganift  tt;   which  plainly  de-> 
dares,  they  are  no  eflfemial  branch  of  tlie  fegif* 
htnre.     With  regard  to  the  Bifliops  being   tho 
reprefentatives  of  the  dergy,   this  is  not  trpe  in 
h&i  for  they  fit  in  parliament  by  right  of  thdr 
iMironies,  and  not  by  eleftion  of  the  dergy;  they 
lepreient  none  in  the  Hoofe  of  Peers  except  them* 
fdres,   and  continue  during  lif<^.    Thefe  arguments 
could  not  be  anfwered  by  either  the  Bifhops  or 
their  friends;  but  they  had  not  fqfficient  weight 
with  the  Lords  to  make  them  pafs  the  bill. 

The  ^  lofs  of  this  bill,  and  the  obftinancy  of 
the  Bifhops,  made  the  Commons  conclbde,  that 
(here  were  no  hopes  of  a  reformation  as  long  as 
fbey  were  a  branch  of  the  legillature ;  they  there- 
fore wanted  by  all  means  to  hare  them  cut  off, 
root  and  branch  ;  fome  members  therefore  prdpo- 
ibd  to  hare  a  bill  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  the 
former  petkion,^  to  haTe  them  totally  extirpated^ 
with  all  the  appendages  of  the  hierarchy.  This 
bill  was  brought  ip  by.  Mr  St  John,  and  was  de- 
livered 
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liv»ed.-i!ff  the  fpcikcr  by  Sir  Edvard  Decring, 
with  a  item  fpccch.     This  bifl  occafioacd  many 
4oi»g    debates,     md    federal  fchcmes   of    accom- 
modation were  pTDpofed;  but  the  minds  of  both 
parties  were  too   much  heated   ro   Uften    to  any 
tcrfBS  <ilf  accommodation.    Some  propofed  a  reduc- 
Tion'  of    epifcopacy,    others    were  for  fubftiiuting 
presbytery  in  the   place  thereof,    but  they  could 
agree   to  neither.    The  puritans  of  ihofe  times 
did    not    imcnd  a    presbyterian  government,   but 
wanted  to  bring  epifcopacy  .to  its  primitive  flan- 
tJard.    If  the  Bifliops  had  yicHed  but  a  litde,  the 
differences  wouM  hare  etfily  been  compromifed ;  but 
they  continued  obftinate  to  the  laft  degree,   which 
at  laft  iffued  in  their  ruin. 

The  houfe  entered   more   readily  into  the  de- 
bate of  abolifhihg  deans  and  chapters,  and  apply- 
ing their  revenues  to  better  purpofes.      This  a- 
larmed  the  drones  in  the  cathedral?,  and  put  them 
upon  Gonfultiqg  meafures  for  fupponing  that  craft 
by  which  they  had  their  gain.     One  divine  was 
fent  from  every  cathedral  in  England,    to  ^^licic 
their  friends  in  parEament  in  behalf  of  their  fe- 
deral  foundations;    and  chey  did   all  that   mortal 
men  could  do  to  fupport  the  caufe  they  were  fent 
to  maintain.    Many  tedious  arguments  were  ufe4 
in  defence  of  cathedrals,   fctting  forth  their  ufe- 
Fulnefs;   but  the  affair  was  at  laft  committed  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houie,  "which  came  to 
a  refohitlon  to  abolffh  all  deans,  deans  and  chap- 
ters^ archdeacons,    prebendaries,   cli^ters,   canons 
and  petty  canons,  and  'their  oKHcers ;  and  that  the 
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money  be  employed  to  fupporc  a  proper  liumber  of 
|>l-eaching  minifters  for  the  feryicc  of  every  church  : 
Wt  thefe  votes  were  not  pafled  into  a  law^  nor 
could  they  well  expeA  it  (hould,  as  loug  as  the 
Bilhops  were  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The  peo- 
ple were  now  highly  incenfed^  and  all  hopes  of 
accommodation  were  at  an  end. 

There  were  two  hills  qow  ready  (dr  the  royal 
aflent,  which  were  not  likely  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  King,  for  both  affe£):ed  his  prerogative^  which 
was  a  thing  he  could  not  well  fu&r.    The  Com- 
mons to  induce  the  King  to  pafs  thefe  bills^  fent 
up  a  money  bill  along  with  them ;  but  he  palTed 
the  money  bill,  and  told  the  houfes, .  that  he  would 
take  time  to  confider  of  the  others.    This  fo  ex- 
afperated  the  Commons,    that  they   returned  im- 
mediately to  their  houfe  and  adjourned.    At  their 
next  meeting  they  fell  into  new  debates,    which 
the  King   hearing  of,    fent  for  them  and  repf^« 
manded  them,   and  then  pafled  the  bills.     Thus 
was  the  ftar- chamber  abolifhed,    which  had  been 
the  plague  of  the  nation  for  many  years,  and  the 
coercive  power  of  church  confiftories  taken  away: 
the  fpiritual  fword  was  now  iheathed,   which  had 
done  much  execution  in  the  hands  of   the  cler« 
gy  for  many  centuries.    It  was  amazing,  that  the 
Biihbps  who  were  in  •  the~  Houfe  of  Lords,  ihould 
have  fuflPered  thofe  bills  to  pafs  that  houfe  with- 
out oppofition ;  but  they  were  furprized  into  com- 
pliance, and  feem  to  have  been  off  their  guard. 

The  Commons  finding  that  the  Bifliops  were  ^ 
tenacious  of  thdr  votes  and  feats  in  the  Houfe  of 
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Lords,  and  that  lio  bills  could  be  -pafled  againft 
the  hierarchy  while  they  continued  in  the  Houfe, 
devifed  a  method,  tvhich  anfwered  their  purpofe, 
and  in  the  iffue,  ruined  the  prelates :  they  refolved 
to  impeach  ihirteeri  of  them  who  had  been  ring- 
leaders in  the  late  innovations.  This  hindered 
then!  from  voting  in  the  Houfe  6f  Peers,  and 
in  a  great  meafure  ruined  their  influence.  The 
impeachment  was  carried  to  the  Lords  by  Sqr- 
.jeant  Wild>  who  impeached  them  of  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors,  and  i^equired,  that  they  might 
be  ordered  to  anfwer  at  the  inftancc  of  the  Com- 
mons. It  was  thought,  that  the  Bifliops  would 
hare  fefigned  their  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
to  avoid  a  premunire;  but  they  continued  fled- 
fad  to  their  previlege;  They  however  from  this 
time  fell  under  difgrace  j  the  popular  clamour  was 
againft .  them,  and  the  temporal  Lords  treated  them 
tvith  negleft ;  then*  names  were  not  now  as  ufual 
mentioned  diftinftly  in  the  bilk  that  were  paffed, 
and  in  going  to  the  chapel  oii  a  day  of  public 
farting,  the  reft  of  the  Peers  took  the  precedence 
of  them.  All  this  was  ominous  of  their  future 
downfal,.   which  happened  very  foon  after. 

The  fpirited  proceedings  of  the  Commons,  put 
the  court  upon  new  proje^is  to  fecure  their  in- 
fluence. The  King  was  now  advifed  to  take  a 
journey  to  Scotland,  with  a  defign,  if  pofEble,  to 
difuiiite  the  Scolfe  from  the  parliament;  the  Corc** 
mons  forefaw  the  defign,  and  fent  the  Earl  of 
Holland  to  pay  off  the  army,  left  the  King  {hould 
have  put  himfetf  at  the  head  thereof,  and  given 
Vol.  IlL  L  them 
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them   more  djiftuibance;    this  was  done  without 
mutiny  or  diforder.     The  King  being  now  to  go 
away  fooii,  the  Commons  wanted  to  finifli  as  much 
bufinefs  as  poffible  before  his  departure ;    and  for 
this  reafon,   fat  all  Sunday   for   difpatch  of  bufi- 
nefs:   but   left  their    conduft    might  be   mifcon- 
ftrufted,    they    publiflied    a  declaration,    wherein 
they  fet  forth,  that  nothing  except  great  neceffi- 
ty  could  have  prevailed  upon  them  to  fit  upon  the 
Lord's  day;     and  left  any  courts    of   law  fhould 
bring  in  their   pra<flice   for   a  precedent  in  after 
times,    they  declare,    that  no  fuch  pfaftice  is  al- 
lowed by  the  houfe.     As  the  intention  of  Charles, 
in  making  a  journey  lo  Scotland,   was  to  gain  o- 
ver  the  Scots  to'  his  fide,    the  parliament  forefaw 
his  defign,   and  fent  two  Lords  and  two  Commons 
after  him,  to  perfuade  the  Scots  not  to  defert  them 
till  all  things  ihould  be  amicably  fettled. 

The  King  fet  out  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
and  reached  Edinburgh  in  four  days;  he  fatisfied 
^he  Scots  in  every  thing ;  he  figned  an  aft,  which 
declared,  that  epifcopacy  was,  in  all  its  branches, 
contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  eftabliflied  pref- 
bytery  as  the  only  true  religion.  He  left  tbc 
Scots  well  pleafed  with  his  behaviour,  and  re- 
turned to  England  well  fatisfied  with  his  journey. 

Upon  his  retuni,  the  Bifliops  reproached  him 
for  his  conduft,  for  abolifliing  epifcopacy  in  Scot- 
Lind,  and  he  foon  became  a  jjnitcnt  for  what 
he  had  done.  Charles  was  a  perfon  of  a  fickle 
difpofition,  and  would,  upon  many  occafions,  do 
things  he  did  not  approve,   when  he  thought  in 
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was  for  his  own  intereft.  When  he  began  to  re- 
fleft  on  what  he  had  done,  he  cxpreffed  his  re- 
pentance in  ftrong  terms:  he  faid,  that  his  abo- 
Jifliing  epifcopacy  and  paffing  the  bill  againft  tKe 
Earl  of  Stafford,  were  the  two  a<5tions  of  his  life 
which  grieved  him  moft ;  and  that  if  ever  he 
Ihould  be  placed  in  quiet  poffeffion  of  his  king- 
dom, he  would  walk  bare-footed  from  Whitehall 
to  the  Tower,  and  make  a  public  confeffion  ,of 
his  mifconduft.  King  Charles  mufi:  have  had  very 
fiiperftitious  ideas  of  religion,  when  he  talked  in 
this  manner :  it  was  a  mean  notion  of  morality,  to 
imagine,  that  fuch  popilh  fcverity  upon  his  per- 
fon,  could  atone  for  the  errors  of  his  paft  life. 
His  journey  into  Scotland  did  him  little  fer- 
vice,  for  he  was  not  trufted  by  the  Scots,  who 
knew  how  much  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
the  Englilh  Bifhops,  and  the  Englifh  parliament 
knew  that  he  would  be  ready  to  retraft  what  he 
had  done,  whenever  it  might  ferve  his  purpofc. 
A  day  of  thankfgiving  was  kept  for  the  pacifi- 
cation between  the  two  nations,  and  the  Bilhop  of 
Lincoln  compofed  a  prayer  for  the  occafion ;  but  the 
parliamept  forbad  it  to  be  ufed,  and  declared,  that  no 
minifter  was  obliged  to  read  it  Dr  Burgefs  and  Mr 
Marflial  read  an  order  of  both  houfes,  declaring  the 
Scots  good  and  loyal  fubjefts,  which  was  appoint- 
ed to  be  read  in  all  churches;  this  was  making 
an  improvement  upon  the  King's  journey,  and  ex* 
plaining  the  meaning  of  his  ratification  of  their 
afts  of  parliament  ancl  general  affembly.  A  peti- 
tion for  minifters  to  preach  the  gofpel  was  pre- 
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fented  to  the  parliament,  upon  which  they  apt 
pointed  a  committee  to  confider  that  affair,  which, 
was  called  the  committee  for  preaching.  They 
appointed  many  of  the  filenced  minifters  to  places 
where  there  ti'as  no  fervice,  and  recommended  others, 
fuch  as  Meffrs  Cafe,  Marflial,  Sedgwick,  and 
Boroughs,  which  gave  great  fatisfaftion  to  the 
people.  The  clergy  Who  had  been  lately  placed 
in  the  churches  by  Laud  and  the  reft  of  the 
Bifhops,  payed  no  Agard  to  their  duty,  and  were 
univerfally  hated  by  the  people ;  the  miniftcrs, 
which  this  committee  recommended, .  were  pious, 
diligent,  and  faithful  minifters,  who,  by  their 
good  converfation  and  diligence  in  theirofEce, 
gained  univerfal  applaufe.  This  conduft  rendered 
-  J  the   Commons   popular,    and  greatly   flrengtheued 

their  intereft.  ^ 

There  were  now  many  complaints  brought  froraf 
divers  places,  of  tumults  and  irregularities;  the 
people  had  brofcpn  down  the  images  in  churches,  and 
defaced  the  trapping  which  Laud  had  lately  fet  up ; 
upon  this  the  Commons  ordered  that  a  flop  ftould 
be  put  to  thofe  riots,  and  made  examples  of  fomc 
of  the  ringleaders.  Before  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment, which  happened  the  eighth  of  September  y 
the  Commons  refolyed,  that  the  Lord's  day  be 
kept  in  a  chriftian  and  religious  manner,  and  na 
fports  or  paftimes  be  praflifed  before  or  after  divine 
fervice;  and  that  all  fcandalous  piftures,  crucifixes, 
&c.  be  taken  down  in  all  churches.     Some  of  ihefe 
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fefolutionsthe  Houfe  oF  Lords  agreed  to,  but  others 

fhey  did  not  approve  of.    If  thefc  innovations  were. 

1      I.'        ■••  .........  •  . 

cop' 


\ 


(  85  ) 

.contrary  to  the  conftitudpn^  there  was  no  occafion  for 
any  new  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  coQccrn'^ 
ing  i^hem ;    for    any   magiflrate    had    a    right    to 
renvove  them:    any  church-vrarden,  by  theeonlent 
of  the  Yeftry,  might  have  taken  down  all  the  imagcB 
itx  the  church,   provided  it  was  confiftent  with  the 
laws  of  the  nation ;  the  orders  of  the  Commons  gave 
jhem  no  new  authority.     But  -  if  thofe  inDovation^ 
were    confident  with  the  conftitmioo,    thf  .Qomr 
roons  had  no  right  to  order  them  to  te  reiB(>ved> 
and  proceeded  in  an  illegal  manner.     Xhe.Com* 
pions  have  no  legal  authority  to  give  orders    to* 
do  any  thing  but  what  is  already   auth<5riz«d  by 
fome  law  of  the  legiflaiure/ and  even  in  thilcafd, 
any  ordinary  magiflrate  has  as  much  authority  a? 
they  have^ 

Biihop.  Laud,  during  his  confinisment  in  the 
Tower,  continued  to.  exercife  fotne  part-  of  hi$ 
cpi&opal  authority  :  he  ^rdain^d  clcrgymcnj  .  and 
appointed  them  to  livings  according  to  the  iflte^*- 
tjon  of  the  court.  .  When  he  did  not  find  meq 
fuited  to  his  principles,  he  fafFered  th^  livings  t0 
lapfe  zq  the  crown ;  xhjs  appears  to  bate  been 
agreed  upon  between  him  and  th^  court.  The 
parliament  publifliedan  order,  fofbidding  bifili  to 
proceed  ia  this  manner  j  but  the  King  wrote  to 
him  eitlier  to  place  men  which  be  fhodld  rcc6m* 
mend  to  him,  or  fuffer  the  livings  to  Japfej  thU^ 
the  King  and  the  parliament  contradi<Aed  one  n^ 
nother.  It  is  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that  there  Was  little 
love  lofl:  between  them ;  their  antipathies  had  long 
been  encreafing,  and  any  femblance  of  afieAion  be« 
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tween  them,    was  conduftcd  rather   by  rules    of 
policy    than  the  diflates  of  the  heart. 

Dr  Davenant,  Bifliop  of  Salisbury,  and  Dr 
Montague,  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  died  this  year.  The 
firft  was  a  zealous  Calvinift,  the  other  a  big- 
gotted  Arminian.  Davenant  was  fent  by  King 
James  the  Firft,  to  the  fynod  of  Dort,  and  be- 
haved with  great  reputation  in  that  fynod :  he 
was  a  man  of  learning,  and  moderate  in  his  dif- 
pofitron ;  he  loft  the  favour  of  the  court  for 
preaching  againft  the  doftrine  which  was  then  in 
vogue.  He  was  in  much  efteem  among  foreign 
divines  for  a  good  divine  and  a  judicious  fcholar. 
He  died  of  a  confumption,  and  ended  his  days 
in  peace. 

Montague  was  a  man  of  learning,  but  of  very 
arbitrary  principles ;  he  went  in  with  the  court 
in  all  the  praftices  of  prerogative  ;  and  was  a 
fcvere  perfecutor  of  the  non<onformifts.  This 
latter  part  of  his  principles  is  fufficicnt  to  make 
all  good  men  abhor  his  principles,  and  to  make 
his  name  be  handed  with  infamy  to  the  lateft 
ages ;  for  nothing  worfe  can  be  faid  of  any  man 
than  that  he  is  a  perfecutor. 

When  the  King  was  in  Scotland,  the  news 
came  to  London  on  the  firft  of  Novcmb^er,  of 
a  dreadful  maflacree  of  the  proteftants  in  Ireland. 
The  plan  of  this  infurre6tion  had  been  formed  in 
the  months  of  March  and  April,  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  was  connived  at 
by  the  Engllfh  court  to  diftrefs  the  parliament, 
It  was  executed  Oftobcr  the  twenty-third,   in  the 
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fame  year.   It  does  not  appear  by  comparing  the  dif-  \ 
ferent  accounts  thereof,  that  fuch  a  maflacre  was  firft  \ 
intended.     It  was  wrought  up  to  the  pitch  of  cruelty  1 
It  was  brought  to  in  the  execution^  by  the  influence  j 
of  the  popilh  priefts,   who  ftirred  up  the  people  to  / 
commit  the  moft  horrid  outrages.     The  cruelties  \ 
conamitted  by  the  papifts  on  this  occafion,  are  fliock-  \ 
ing  to  the  laft  degree;  the  whole  fund  of  language 
is   not  fufficient  to  exprefs  the  barbarity  of  their 
proceedings.    If  there  were  nothing  more  to  ren- 
der the  Romifh  religion  ejicerable  and  hateful  to 
all   future   ages,    this   maflacre  in  Ireland  is  fuf- 
ficient.    To  give  a  few  inftances  of  their  barbari- 
ty,  will  fuffice  to  raife  the  indignation  of  all  good 
men  againfl  a  religion  which  infpires  its  votaries 
with  fuch  cruel  difpofitions. 

The  author  of  a    breviate  of  the  cruelties  of 
the  rebels  in  Ireland  relates,  that  many  thoufands 
of  Englifli  and  Scotch  proteftants  were  driven  into 
lakes   and  rivers,  and  were  drowned;    multitudes 
were   fliut  up  in    thatched  houfes  and    burnt   to 
death,    their  enemies  all    the  while  rejoicing  and 
.triumphing  in    their  fuf&rings,    crying  out    how 
fweetly    they    fry  in    the    fire ;    thoufands   were 
butchered   after   quarter  was   given   them;    fome 
had  their   bellies   ript  up  and  their    guts  tied  to 
a  tree,   and  were  forced  round  till  they  were  all 
drawn  out  of  their  bodies :    the  children  of  ten- 
der mothers  had  their   brains  dafhed  cut    before 
their  eyes,   and  others  big  with  child,    had  their 
bellies  ript  up  and  their  infants  taken  out  of  their 
bodies  alive,  and  moft  barbaroufly  deftroyed;  wo- 
men 
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liieh  were  forced  to  hang  their  husbands,  sndl 
afterwards  were  themfdvcs  hewed  to  pieces ;  yoting 
Wbmen  were  ftript  naked,  and  forced  in  that  man- 
ner to  lead  their  aged  parents  to  execution^  af- 
terwards they  themfebes  were  ufcd  in  the  moft 
bcaftJy  manner,  and  then  fuifered  the  fame  fate- 
Some  proteftants  were  forced  to  go  to  mafs,  and  pro- 
fcfs  their  belief  of  tranfubftantiation  and  the  Pope's 
fupremacy,  and  then  were  barbaroufly  murdered ; 
their  enemies  triumphing  and  faying,  [they  would 
kill  them  while  they  were  in  the  right  faith,  left 
they  fliould  again  turn  heretics;  fomc  were  put 
into  the  ground  with  only  their  heads  above,  and 
fufFored  to  languifli  to  death  with  hunger  and  pain  j 
others  \Verc  kft  half  murdered  in  agony  and  tbr- 
ture,  begging  their  enemies  to  difpatch  them, 
which  was  a  favour  not  to  be  granted  till  they 
had  pined  away  fome  days  m  their  agonies  j  if 
any  begged  the  favour  to  make  prayers  to  God 
in  behalf  of  their  fouls,  they  were  told  to  be- 
queath their  fouls  to  the  devil,  and  were  inflant- 
ly  flaughtered  5  great  numbers  were  driven  up- 
on the  ice  till  it  broke,  and  they  Were  all  drown- 
ed; thbufands  were  drived  naked  to  mountains 
and  wilds,  and  fuffered  to  die  of  cold  and  hun- 
ger :  thefe  are  but  a  few  famples  of  the  cruelties 
which  were  ufed,  on  this  occafion>  by  the  mem- 
bers of  a  church,  which  ftiles  herfelf,  the  only 
true  eathoHc  church,  and  under  the  direftion  of 
fpiritual  guides,  who  pretend  to  have  power  ta 
forgive  fins  of  all  forts.  .  Muft  not  every  fober 
pcrfon  ftiuddcr  at  the  tho\ights  of  fuch  barbarity^ 

and 
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and  ia  hts  heart  curfe  a  religion'  which  ^fpofes 
its  profeiTors  ro  commk  fuch  dzumitblc  a^lioos  f 
Ah,  yc  pricfts!  What  havie  ye  to  anfwer  for? 
You. know  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  a  dewlifh  fyftem, 
and  cannot  help  perccmng*  that  you  are  dcliadiaig 
Umple  mortals  to  their  ererlafting  perdition. 
What  maa^im  of  the »  gofpel  tesfcheth  you  that 
murder  is  raeritbrious,  and  the  itioft  fa?age  bar- 
barity ^acceptable  to  the  Almighty  ?  Readers,  re- 
member popery  is  not  cbang:edj  however  fmooth- 
ly  its  'profcffi>rs  are  obliged  to  behave  at  pt-efent, 
they  hold  the  fame  maxims  in  their  theory  of 
religioa,  and  are  obliged  *  to  pradife  thedi  when 
they  can  find  a' '  propeir  occafion.  Your  lives  and 
fortunes  are  n?o  longer  youris,  than  Roman  Ca- 
tholics have  power,  to^  deprive  you  of  them*  Be 
afraid  then  of  evisry  fpecies  of  pq^ery,  and  dread 
its  encreafc  dore  than  a;!!  other  evils. 

There  have  been  many  e^njeftures  concerning 

the  principal  fprings  of  this  rebellion;  the  rebels 

pretended  that   they  had  ih^e  ftrrig's  -  commiffion, 

bm  Charles  denfled  it ;    and,  indeed,    any    difpaf- 

fionate    perfon    would    be  uriwilliag   to  fuppofe 

that    a    King,   profeffiiig  -the  prdteftant  .religion, 

'^ould'  be  guilty  of  couiit^ntocmg   fuch  uaheard 

of  crocity*^     :There    arc    ci^eutiiftances,  :  which, 

though  riii^  do  not    prove  that    the  King;  gave 

bis  GOmmiffi'<2)a-Go  the  rebels,-  yet  feem    to  give 

(froDg  furpitiottJ  that  hfe  wiiiked  at  rheir -proceed- 

'ia^^.  i  The  ^ftroVgeft  argumeflt  agaiijflr  Charles-    is 

th«  letter' of -his  fon- Charles  the  Secoild  to  'the 

Unk^  of -OipibrtJ,  concerning,  the    Mirquis  '  of 

•     Vol.  la  M  Antrim, 
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Antrini^  who  was  deeply  engaged  in  thit  jrbel- 
lion.  King  Charles  the  Second  fays  in  his  letter: 
"  That  he  having  referred  the  examination  of 
"the  Marquis's  cafe  to  feveral  Lords,  they  rc- 
**  ported  that  they  had  fecn  divers  letters,  all  of 
"  the  hand-'Writing  of  his  royal  father,  to  the 
"  faid  Marquis,  and  feveral  inftruaions  concerning 
*^his  treating  and  joining  with  the  Irifh  in  order 
"  to  the  King's  fervice  by  reducing  them  to  o- 
<*  bediencie,  and  drawing  fome  forces  from  ihem 
^*  to  the  fervice  of  Scotland }  that  bcfides  the  let- 
**  ters  and  orders  under  his  Majefty's  hand,  they 
^  had  received  fufficient  evidence  of  feveral  pri- 
^^  vate  meflages,  fent  from  his  royal  father,  and 
^'  from  his  royal  mother,  witk  the  privity  and 
^'direftipn  of  his  royal  father;  by  which  they 
^'were  perfuaded^  that  whatever  intelligence,  cor- 
^^  refpondence,  or  agings  the  faid  Marquis  had 
^<  with  the  confederate  Iriih  catholics,  was  di- 
'^  reded  and  allowed  by  the  faid  letters,  inftruc- 
*^  tions,  and  direffi(H>s ;  and  that  it  manjfeftly  ap- 
'^  pears  to  them,  that  the  King  his  father  was 
^<  well  pleafed  with  what  the  Marquis  did,  and 
"  did  approve  the  feme.  He  concludes  with  fay- 
'*  ing,  we  cannot  in  juftice  upon  petition  of  th« 
^'  Marquis  of  Antrim,  and  after  ferious  and  ftrift 
**  inquifition  into  his  aftions,  but  declare,  that  we 
^*  find  him  innocent  from  any  malice  or  rebelli- 
*'  ous  purpofc  againft  thej  crown,  and  what  he 
**  did  by  way  of  corrcfpondcncy  or  compliance 
*<  with  the  Irifh  rebels  was  ia  order  to  the  fcr- 
f  vice  of  our  royal  father,  and  warranted  by  his 
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^  inftruaionsf,  and  the  truft  repofcd  in  him,  and 
^*  that  the  benefit  thereof  aocrtied  to  the  fer?ice 
**  of  the  crown,  and  not  to  the  particular  adyan- 
^*  rage  or  benefit  of  the  Marquis.*'* 

This  letter  of  King  Charles  the  Second  throws 
a  heaTier  refleftion  upon  bis  father's  charader 
than  all  that  is  contained  ia  the  whole  biftories 
of  thcfe  times;  whether  it  is  a  real  or  a  fpurir 
oas  one,  I  ihall  not  pretend  to  .fay^  but  it  has 
▼ery  much  the  appearance  of  being  a  true  copy. 
It  has  been  alledged  that  the  Queen  ftole  the 
King^s  iealy  and  fet  it  xo  the  in{tru£iions  which 
were  fent  to  the  Marquis  of  Antrim;  but  this 
is  altogether  problematical*  It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  catholics  contrived  this  pretence,  to  re-* 
moTe  the  blame  from  themfelves,  and  throw  it 
upon  the  King,  whom  [they  knew  was  already 
unpopular  among  his  fubje^;  and  that  the  King^ 
being  under  the  influence  of  the  Queen,  did  not 
take  fuch  ftep^  as  he  ought  to  have  done  to 
Tindicate  his  own  charader,  for  fear  pf  oflend^p 
ing  the  pdpiih  party  of  which  -  fhe  was  fond, 
aiid  from  whom  he  had  fome  hopes  6f  ailiftance 
againft  the  parliament. 

The  news  of  the  Irifii  maflacre  filled  the  whole 
nation  mxh  horror,  and  greatly  alarmed  the  par- 
liament; they  formed  themfelves  immediately  into 
a  committee,  and  came  to  a  refolution  to  fecure 
all  Roman  catholics,  of  any  quality,  in  all  the 
counties  of  England,  and  ordered  all  papifis,  ia 
and  about  London,  to  depart  to  their  refpe^YQ 
places  in  the  country.     The    Commons   defire4 
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the  Lcfrds  tq  joia  wifh  ihcm  Jei  ^^a  f)<etidoQ  for 
difblyiDg  the.  cpayem  of  Capluchitos^  and  {to  itnd 
them  .  out;^  of  the  kiogde>m  ;  «nd  that  :,  fordgtl 
embaffadors  be  de&rdd  to  deliver,  xtp  fuch  .of 
hisMajefty's  &tjcd%  as  are ; in. their  rkoufcs;'  that 
a. lift  be  brought  in  of  .the  :  Qtebn^s  fervaiitsf 
aiki  that  a  prodalnation  be  iffoed  that!  all  :'fbraii4 
gens,  .who  are:  not  protjcftantlsy'  give  an  "account 
of'  their  names:  iand.  pluxs  pi  abode.'!  1  . 
.    Tiiei<3ommpriaiabout  this  ^tiine  dr^  a*  re^ 

monftfance^.  rand)  delivered  it  to. the  Kingi';  at 
HampitcHi  court;  from  the  ; contents  of  it/  it  ap^ 
pears  plain .  that  it  would  •  niot  :bie  agreeable  i  to 
his  MzjcQ,j.  BdideB  the  cooiipkifits  concerbing 
civil  grievances,^  it  contaiihcd  the.  £oliowiog:  cs»d'f 
plaints .  oonccrni^ig . .  religion  :  ( i )  ^  That . .  ftshiul 
minifters  had  been  deprived,,  esfcommunioitedj 
aad  ibvercly  ;jjctfecu?ed  .by  the-  Biflw^.  {2)  .  Thai 
the  high  com^iltob  court,  ^fted.by  the  eoi}9^ 
cil  tablc^  was  ;a  (fevere  inquifuion, )  (^)  That 
the  Bifliops .  eou«$.  were  tyhinmc4  ^wAcx^p^^gfr 
five  to  the  fohjefls..  (4)  That  jth^f-tj.  was  tK  4^ 
figa  of  reconciling  the  chtirch  jsf  England  t0  J^c 
church  of  Rome.  (5)  That? the  late  catooQS  and 
oath  impofcd  opoo  the  clei^y,  ufider  -  fevere  pe- 
Balties,  and  the  continuance .  of  ti:re'  cx>hTocatioA 
by  a  new  cotnmiflion^  after  the  (Mblution  of'^parliarf 
roent  was  contrary  to:  law,  and  »tlie  liberties  of  >the 
fubjeds.  (6).  The  toleration  of-  pspifts,  and!  ebbs 
empcing  them  from  the  penal.. Javvs.  .  J^ter . im€ii*ir 
tioning  thofe.  grievances^  they  ackndwledg^  hia 
Majefly's  goodaiefe  for   the.  ytOs^  he   had    pafied 

thi^ 


this  feifions- »for  the :  pufeliQ  rgpofl,   ^nd; ;  dien  :put 
him  ra  nuod.of  the' |arg^- foias,  of;  moocy.  which 
had  b^eu :  raifed*  for  his  fcrvkc,  ,aii»0;uming  t»  np 
lefs  than  j  a  million    add  ...ai/Mf..  •   This  nemon- 
ftranqe  wa$  fgltow^d  With^ja  f)§ti;ion,rff>rf/d€prii?ing 
thc'bifedpsl;;pf  thieiti  wtps  iH'  p^diameMji;  apd  a^ 
btidgiug.rxhtkr  iftimQaorate  ^wers^  ;}fmfi:iJ^.,ovcr 
the-  ckfg%$  ^:tQ  thchazttd  ,Qf 'TreKgiM^fjiaod  pre^ 
judic4.  ofi'itbe  jiaft  .libqrtjesi->of  thc:peaple>fft-For 
caking ';t^^y ^fUch  > of^w^ons-j in  religiQii^  tchurch 
gotermnfcfitjioand  difciplmei-jii  Nivc  «t)©€b  broyght 
ia  ahd/&mtentcdi'hy  thtmi^For  uiiiting^tfae.iubft 
jt&$  rfn  5:be!  fundamtsiftals-jQf:  religi(m-j  agaiixftf  the 
papjfbif.Yasd  thc^.  cpociQde^'.v^witb  befoBcfaiisg^'rfais 
JMaj^fty.>-^o  ndmotc-  fromJiis-coimcilsi  aU:  iavcKrreri 
of   pop«r<y  •  arid /.arbitrary  power,  ;a4di:-pco!paDefs 
of  .chO:^QW.bpprefficiBftipdicc>rrui3tioifc  r.!;  v    : 
TJbe 'GotomoBS  bd)»vcd:.  ¥c>y-  n®iy>iii::pfriadng 
^is^.:pctition,  bcforcL  hk>Afajeft^  'hddliiiii'e  toi^a-i 
(Wcr  Jt^;  this  looked  likef.  ari;mteikiafa  itoiaeocreafe 
tiie  .SDifuoderftaiidmgfi » wl^Ack  rbad  f aireii^y.>  bten  •  >caf ^ 
ricd'bb/far  'between  lihiinltod'  bis-  Maj^ftyt:  » it 
flicwed ' plaitilyv  that,  eiiotwithftaj^ifigi  the  Hair'  com^ 
pliments  'wfeicH    they  |Jaid  *  the  Kidgi  tt'hat  thdy 
were  'Dot   i(&   ^fdfid*  ^'.Ufli   accdmiilbdaftldft    a9 
tbeyt  profeffed'.>  r^I^i'^^a«',bffeflrlng  aii^  high  af- 
front «o  his  M^jeflyy'^tcr  ptAKJba*  petifJiMi  whidl 
they-wefe  'not    fore-^  bbt  .'hefi>'^;«^[^W  'gfa6t  •  thci 
whole'  oontbnts  thei^bfc  '"^ChtfrlQ^-^H^  ^the  better 
of:  die  pwliatnent  m  'tliiVpartiGulalS'^'&rfd  Mri  re- 
fufiii^';fcmaf  aniclcJS^  ofi  their    petitiM)''  had  jftift* 
reaibus^.  fnom   their  o*a    behaviour,    to  fupport 
hte  condoft.  The 
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The  King  replied  to  the  feveral  articles  of  the 
petition,  and  faid,  he  was  willing  to  concur  with 
dit  the  jaft  defires  of  hi$  people  in  a  parliamen- 
tary way,  for  pr^ferviiig  the  peace  of  -  the  king- 
dom from  the  defigns  of  the  pop  id  party ;  but 
with  regari  to  depriving  the  Biihops  of  (heir  TOtes 
in  parliament,  he  faid,  that' he  thought  thieir  right 
was  grounded  on  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land, 
and  the  <:onftitution  of  i^arliament ;  as  for  abridg* 
ihg  the  extraordinary  power  of  the  \  clergy,  he 
faid,  if  there  remained  any  excefs  or  iifurpation$ 
in  their  juriidiAions,  be  would  not  proted  them. 
He  blatncs  the  petitioners  ibr  mentiooiiig  church 
cbrrupdonfi.  in  general  terms,  when  he 'Was  con* 
icious  that  there  was  not^  a  church,  upon  earth 
that  profeiTed  the  true  religion  wi^h  more  {lurity 
than  the  chuixh  of  England;  Not  long  after  this 
he  pulq|iihed  .his  aufwer  to- the  remonft'rance,  de- 
claring to  all  his  loving  fubjeds,  that  the  religion 
of  the  church  of  England  is'moA  agreeable  uo^  the 
wor<l  of  Gid,  and  that  he  fhould  be^  wiJHtng  tb 
fcal  it  with  his  blood  if  ;GQdihouId  cair  him  to 
ixu  And  with  regard  to  ceremonies,  wKicH  were 
indifferecft^  he  was  willing,  out  of  t^ndernefs  to 
any  number  of  his  f^bje6^  that  a  law  ibould  be 
made  for  the  exemption  of  tender  confcieoces  from 
pqniihment  or  perfecution,  for  fuch  ceredfioniesy  as 
by  the  judgment  of  moft  men,  are  held  indiffer* 
ent,  and  of  fome,  to  be  ^bfolutely  unlairfiil,  pro* 
vided  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  was  not  diftiir- 
bed,  nor  the  prefent  decency  and  comline&  of  Crod'^ 
ii^nrice  eft^blUhed  in  the  church  difcouotqiaDced^ 

»or 
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not  the  pious  and  dcYout  aftions  of  thofe  reverend 
perfons,  who  were    the    firft    labourers    in    iht 
blefled  reformation^   fcandalizcd  and  defamed.   He 
further  complains  of  not  having  the  law  executed 
againft  fome  publifhers  of  pamphlets,   who    had 
vented   their    malice,   by    fowing    fedition  againft 
himfelf,    and    had    difturbed    the    peace  of    the 
kingdom.    He  therefore  commands  all  bis  officers 
and   minifters  of  juftice  to  proceed  againft  them 
with  all    ipeed,    and  put  the   laws    in    execution. 
Agreeable  to  this  declaration,  he  liTued  his  royal 
proclamation  on  the  tenth  of  December,    requir- 
ing   obedience    to    the   laws     and    ftatutes    or- 
dained for   eflabiiihing    the  true  religion   in  this 
kingdom,  and  commanding  that  divine  fervice  be 
performed    as    heretofore;    and    that   all    officers 
and  mfnifters,  eccleiiaftical  and  temporal,    do   put 
the  laws  in  due  execution  againft  all  wilful,  con- 
temners and  difturbers  of  divine  worfhip,  contrary, 
to  the  faid  laws  and  ftatutes. 

As  matters  cow  ftood  between  the  King  .and 
parliament,  all  men  expefied  that  the  court  in- 
tereft  in  the.  Hpufe  of  Peers  would  be  totally 
ruined  by  the  iffiie  of  the  impeachnvent  of  the 
thirteen  i^iihops,  for  compiling  the  canons  whkh 
faft  apprqached.  It  had  been  refolved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  that  fuch  Biftiops  as  were  imr 
peached,  ftiould  not  lit  in  the  houfe  ,whea  the 
merits  of  their  caufe  was  in  4ebate ;  .  but  thac 
they  might  be  prefent  when  the  manner  of  their 
proceeding  was  to .  be  fettled,  but  not  vote.  The 
impeached  Biftiops  were  permitted  to  confult  with 
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thb-Biflio{>.  bf  Gantcifiarf  in  the  Tower,  ihc  bet- 
ter to .  enable  them -to.  make  acfwer  to ,  their  im* 
peacbment^  and  tliiat  th«y  hnight.  hayeaccefs  to 
confult  the  records  ;iii.  any  of  his  Majefty's  caucts 
of  juQice^  {^  purpofe  to  help  thexiji  to  mal^.  their 
defenee.^  -"V  -     vj    .;'..!* 

On  the  tgnth  of  ^November,  the.  Bifhops  put 
in  their  ahfwer^  which  coniKled  of  what  is  called 
in  law,  a  plea  and.  a  demurrer^  ia.^hich:  they 
neither .  oonfefs  nor  deny;  the  charge  brotnght  a- 
gainfl  them ;  but  endeayour  to  fbeAsr,  that  the 
offence  q(  making,  canons  could  not  amount  to  i  a 
prcmnnire;  This  was  certainly  true,  provided  the 
mcetio^  of  oonvocatioa  had  been  according  to  h^, 
and  the  canons  themfelves  had  ^  not  beea  contrary 
to  tho  King's  prero^tive  and  the  f undankentai  laws 
of.  the  land.  Their  ^anfwer  was  figned  by  all 
the  impeached  Biftiops  csicept  the  Bifeop  of  Glo- 
cefter,  who  pleaded  not  guilty  both  as  to  manner 
and  form.  The  Commons  were  highly  offended 
at  the  Bifho^s  for  not  pleading  diredly  to  their 
charge,  >and  at  the  Lords  for  receiving' their  de- 
ftiUrr^r  itf  their  abfence*,  contrary  to  the  requeft 
which'  they  had  made' when  they  fent  up  the  inr- 
peachmeiit ;  foi*  as  thenattire  of  the  cafe  was  a  pkih 
matter  of  faft, '  they  thought  that  it  required  no 
fueh  expedient,  'I'hey  therefore  fiint  .Serjeant 
Glyn  to  pray  the  Lords  to  {&  iAdt  the  demur- 
rer, and  ito  admit'* them  to  mak6  proof  of  thcfr 
charge  *  without  further  delay;  or  if  they  were 
•fatfefiedix^th  the?  charge,  to  proceed  to  judgment; 
«imt  tht  -LordS;  ^inftead  ^f  tomplyitig  With  the  re- 
-   •  qucft 
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qaeft  of  thft  Commoos,  left  the  Biihops  to  chufe 
whether  they  ;pleared  beft^  an<t  ordered  chem  to 
fead  them  notice  on  Sarurdayj  whether  they  s^ofuld 
plead  uy  their .  impeachmeot  or  abide  by  their  de- 
murrer, they  declared  they  would  abide  by  their* 
demfirrer : .  uppa  which  the  Lords  appointed  the  e« 
Icventh'  of  Ekcember  tb  bear^them  by  their  coun- 
fel  in  prelence  of  the  C6indEion,s;  but  the  honfe 
were  provoked  'at  this  dilatory ;  nsjethod  of  pro- 
ceeding, in  z  cafe  fo  pla^n  8|nd  manifeft,  and 
woald  (i(»  appeah  This  ibewed' the  Commons^ 
that  the  Bifhops  had :  more  iiriefads  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  thaa  they  appreh^dedf  a^d  very  near 
tiirew  them  into,  defpair.  of  ever,  pf evailing  againfl: 
the  Bifliops^  .  -when ;  they  foqod  ^ them  Topported  by 
c^e  court  and  the  Hc^e  xif  Peers.     ' 

The  ideas  bf  a  popiih  imaflacre  had  by  thi^ 
time  e;ntered  deeply  into  the  mi&d«  of  the  citizens 
of  London ;  as.foon  as  t^ey  beard  of  this  difap- 
pointment '  of  the  Coiomonsi  they  were  dreadfnliy 
alarmed;  they  concluded,  th^t  it  wait  by  the  in-^ 
fluence  of  the  court  lihat  the  Biihops  were  pro^ 
teded,  and  thiit  the  defigh  of  the  King  and  the 
Lacidean  fa&idn^  "v^as  to  Jbring  ii\  popery.  The 
aldermen  and  the  c^mrnqn-^comcil  of  the  city  im- 
mediately aflembled,  :  and  df e w  up  a  p^tipn  to 
fupport  the  dnx^piog  fpirits  of  the  Oommpns,  and 
\taxc  up  to.  Weftminfter  in  ilxty  coaches,  attend- 
ed with  great  numbers  of  the  populace.  The. 
pddtion  prayw/  ^^  That  the  Hbufe  of  Commons 
would  be  a  mdratff  to^  the  King  and  the  Beers  to 
concur  with  theih  in  redj:d£ug  grievances  iv^  church 
and.  ft^te,    and  for  the   better   effe^ing  thereof, 

\oini  N  tba 


■^-  -1 


C  98   ) 

(ha£*:mc  popifli  Lords   and   Biflidps*  ifiaf  be   re-? 
moved  out  of  the  H^ufe  of  Peers/'     The  Sptd^ 
ker. returned  iKftftt'H'ha^^s    in  the  name    of   the* 
boufe,    and  .p^rfmifed  to:.take    rfeeir  -  addrcfs  into: 
confideration.    Petitions  came  in  frdm  all  quarters 
againft  the  Bifliopajthfe  London  apprentices  went' 
with    a    petition,^    figned   by  a  great  number  of* 
names,   complaining  of  the  decay )  of  trade,;  occa- 
fioned  by  the  popifli  Lords  and  r  the  Bifliops,  and; 
by   a~  malignant   party,  which   adhered    to.  them^ 
They  prayed  that*. the  root'  and   branch  petiticBn/ 
might,  be.  complied  with,   and  the  power  of  the. 
Bifliops  loiatly  takto;  from  them.     The  Commohg 
received   their,  petition    favourably,    but  the  King: 
inftead  of/cndeavdnringjcto  calm  ' the  ininds  of  the: 
citizens,    encreafed .  their  jqjiloiifies'  and   fufpicions^ 
by  removing}  Sic.^WiHiam  Bajfaur';£rom  the  tower, 
and  putting  Colonel  Lunsford,  a'  fulpe^ed  papift^, 
and  a  man  of  no  fortune,    in  his  placq,   who.badL 
been  once  outlaw^id^'  and  aman  qukiified  for  aoy"^ 
defpcrate  undertaking..' i Many   petitions  wefe  fent. 
to.  his  Mojefty  fdflhis  rcmcwal,.  which' were  grant-* 
cd  afterwards  with  much  :diffieuky ;  .  biit  ftil]  the- 

ealoufies.of  the  people!  riemained,  and  nothing  bud 
difcontent  prevailed  among  all  partids. .  .  . 

'.  A  peitition  was  prcf<inted: in. 'behalf i of  the  Hi*, 
(hops,  by  the  knights,  fquires,-  geiitlem'en,  par-, 
fons,  i^cars,  and  curates  of  Rutlahdfliire,  figi^ 
by  eight  hundred  and  forty  hands, .  praying  fat: 
the  continuance  of  cpifcopacy,  as  the  only  apof-. 
toUcal  church  gpvernjnaent,  felled  withi.  the  blood, 
ofmartyrsi  aad  :  .adiuirably  fuited  to  the  civil 
;:  .:.../  govehi- 
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g^emment  :of  thU  kingdom ;  it  affirmed,  that  no 
presbyter  ever  kid  ,on  hands;  ou  paftors  without  a 
Biihop.  The  like  petitions,  came  from  Hiinting- 
ton(hire  and  Somerfetlhire,  figned  with  above 
fourteen  thoufiod  names,       : 

The  Piirii^a  mioifters  prcfeuted  Another, petition, 
praying,  tthat  a  free  fynod  might  he  caUed,  where- 
in ail  the  difptit^^  poacenting  jdigioa  might  be 
Tcttled  by  frce.eoqijiry'^.and;  debate,  and  a  monthly 
fait  obfervjed  religiduflyf  djacilsg  the  prefent  feffions 
pf  p^rljame^r,.:':  The  c^rryiog^up  of  thefe  petiti- 
ons occafic^ed  great,  ^umutts  :ai}d  mobs:  about  the 
parliana^ot :  hpufe.  The  King.Wi^s  attended  to 
Whitehall  by  a  great  njjdaber  of  disbanded .  offi- 
cers, iHfhQiD  ;hi?.  Majc/ly  was  p^eafed  to  receive 
mth  great  ceregaooy^  ^nd  etoploy^d  as  his  body 
guards :  th^fc  gentlemen  were  fo  imprudent  as  to 
iofult  the  comtopti  people^  aod  gave  them  ill  lan- 
guage as  ibe.y  .|){tired  by  the  court  to  the  parlia- 
ment houfe,  crying  no  Bifhops,  :iio  popifli  Lord$* 
.'When  any  of  the.,  people  happened  to  reply,  the 
officers  wounded  them  with  their  fwords,  which 
ilill  esafpetated  the  people,  more- and  more.  The 
hair  of  the;  apprentices  at  t^isrimc  was  fliort,  bcr 
log  cut  dofc  tO:;their  ear^,  -  ior  this  reafon  the 
officers  called  >them  roUnd  heads^  and  thofe  who 
.were  on  the  pppofite  fide,  were  called  cavaliers. 
pr  Williani$,  Biflipp  of  Lincoln,  .  a6led  a  .very 
fooIiCh  part  on  this  occafion ;'  ^whea  he  \*as  go- 
ing to  the.  Hotife  of  PeerSi^Jo.qpm^ny  with  the 
£arl  of  Do?^,  hearing  a  boy  crying,  rio  Biihops, 
f(0  popilh  Lords,   ftep?  afide  from  the  *  Eiri  and 
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feizcd  tlii  boy ;  feiit  Ms  cbWptoidns  rdfctffcd  hJm 

and  near  ah  hundred  of  them  ^fui^rdttodcd  th^  Bi+ 

&op,   and  with  ati  ttnivci^fal  (hdiaft,    '^ried  cmt  no 

Bifliops,    and  then  opened  and  fiffe#ed  bis  grace 

to  walk  on  to  the  parliaHWnt  limft.    There  iva* 

now  nothing    hxk   rldt  and  conftifSbn  4^at    the 

cotrt  and  the  t^6  h^ufes    the  King^  faifed  the 

iniliii^fot  a  guard  to  hltfifelf,  and  the  OirmiioriSii 

afraid  df  danger,    petiiioned  for  »j^  guard  out  of 

the  city.     The  loi^fr  did  all  th^  f<Slld  to  Atf* 

perfc    the   tumufe,   by   fi^nding   their  g^itletaea 

Ijflier  of  the  black  rdd  to  cattmstod  tbcm  to  de-? 

part  to  tteir  rcfp«a*ve  dwellings;   «tid  ihe  King 

piiblifced  a   prbclataritidH,    fo^biddirig   ^U  'Wtanh 

tebus  afledbUes.    The  Optnaons  %*I5  not   wilr; 

Hag  to  offend  fhe  dfizcns,  and  therrfdre  did  ni^: 

ttry   carefully   dndeavour   to  ftif^rfefs  the  md),; 

they   depended  npion   the  gdbd  Will  df  the  feo- 

pie  for  their  protcaidn,  ai^  tlterefdft  w^arew* 

if^illinjg  to  dilo^ige  theiq. 

During  the  time  of  tbofe  ^tuoiidts,  the  B.iflib{^ 
^et^e  advffed  not  io  ntnend  ^e  koufe,  ^t  leaft  tiH 
^he  Chriftims  'holidsqr^  ^ere  oiirer ;  bn(  the  Bi« 
^op6  would  not  be  p^rfuaded,  left  they  )(hould  be 
lodked  qsonasidftTdrtisg  their  duty  in  p»rl«imenft{; 
<sind  becanfe  it  wa|  hot  fafe  tc^  Walk  the  ^ftreitSji 
fhcy  rofohcd  to  go.  by  ww*r  In  *heir  birg*. 
They  had  no  fooner  ^ppro^dtied  nctfr  the  fhdre^ 
than  the  mob  faloted  tb^tt  with  a  *dlly  €(f  ftddes^ 
^hidh  put  tbem  in  foar,  '^n^  'oldfed  tiijita  td  rdW 
back,  and  they  teturued  to  fh^ir  o«n  houfiia  ia 
^^ctM  fifbf y.    ^li?  M^  ^  terrible  diJ&j^^intmfctft 
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to  tbemf    Who  had  fo  lAuich  dep^^ng  in  ^M*^ 

ment^    as  thdf  f^at^,   voWy  iWings,  and  all  liiiJt 

belonged  to  th^cir  order.      They  were  afr^  td 

proceed  to  th^e  houfe,  and  thfcy  Were  greatly  troui- 

bled  for  being  hindered  to  aneirf.  Twelve  of  them 

thought  tfpoci  an   expedient,;  Which  was  to  go  nd 

ipfiore  to  the  houfe,   btot  to  di^aW  up  a  ph)tefta^ 

lion  agaftift  whatfoevcr    might    b|5    doUe  by  thft 

two  houfes  in  tlteir  abfence;  this  pioteftat ion  W4S 

fagned  by  A\  who  wer«  pbfefift  except  the  Bifliop 

bf  Wiochefter.    The  perfons  who  fubfcrilbied  thii 

proiett  were:   John,  ArchbiiDhop  of  York;  Thoi- 

tttos,    Bi&bp  of  Durhlim ;    Robert,    of  Coventry 

%hd  Dtpbfi'eki  ;    Jdfe|>h,  'of  Nortvith ;    John,    oF 

St  Afaphs  ;  William,  of  Bath  and  Welfe  ;  Goorge, 

ttf  Hferef(brd ;   Robert,  of  (>sfprd ;   Matthew,  of 

Ely;  febafrey^  of  Gloirceftfcr;  'John;  of  Pettrbo^ 

!f tttigh ;   and  Morice,   of  Lapdaff 

This  iproteftation   offended  both  the  King  aqd 
the  patifiament ;    for  the  bi&ops  thereby  claimed 
^  negative  oyer  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons^ 
This  Was  by  many  accounted   high  treafon,   and 
-wtfs  a  ^Bew  ocis^afion  cS  'impeachment  agfaioft  themv 
Wheb  the  proteltation  was  prefe6ted  to  *the  King, 
^y  AfchKihop  Williams,  who  ^undertook  to  defend 
*he  laWfuIncfs  thereof,  his  Majcfty  tefuiTed  to  in*^ 
^erfeire  in  'fo  nfce  a  point,  and  delivered  it  into 
the  hand  of  the  I-ord   Keeper    Littleton,    who 
read  it  ndcoiding  to  Ws  Majefty's  drder  in  thfe 
Hbufe  of  Lords.    After  fome  deUte,  the  Lords 
defired  a  conference  with .  the  Commons^    wheb 
^$  Lord  Koeper^  in  the  iiamc  of  ihc  peers,  de- 
clared^ 
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dared,  that  the  pfoteftacion  of  the  biftic^s^  copr 
gained  matters  of  dangerous  confequence,  extend- 
ing to  the  intrenching  upon  the  fundameptal  pri- 
.?ilcges,  and  being  of  the. p^rliiament;  and  thprc* 
fore  thought  fit  to  commuqicate  it  to  the  Conn- 
;nons.  The  proteftaijop  being  thus  communicated 
10  the  lower  houfe,  they  refolyed,  in  thp  fpa?« 
of  half  an  hour,  to  accpfe  the  twelve  Biftiops  of 
Jiigh  treafon,  for  endeavouripg  to  fubvert  the 
.fundamental  laws  and  being  of  parliaments;  and 
^cnt  up  their  impeachmi^nt  by  Mr  Glyp,  whq 
delivered  it  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
The  Uiher  of  the  black  rod  was  ordered,  to  go 
immediarely  in  fearch  of  the  Biihop^,  and  tQ 
bring  them  tQ  the  houfe.  They  appeared  the 
f^me  evening,  and  were  feqeftrated  from  parlia-r 
^ent,  and  ten ' of  them  were  fent  to  the  Tower; 
the  Bifliops  of  Durham  and  Norwich  were  comr 
initted  ):o  the  cullody  of  the  black  rod,  and 
were  ^llowe4  fiye  popnds  a  day  for  their  tiir 
pencesp^  ^ 

The  enepiies  of  the  bifhops  triumphed  in  their 
4ownf al,  and  were  well  fatisfied  with .  their  ^ui>- 
advifed  conduft;  for  thjey  .had  now  done  fo5r 
tihemfelves, .  what  all  their  ^emies  were  not  able 
to  (lo..  Some  faid  it  was  the  finger  of  God 
\vhich  iiad  brought  about  •  what  otherwife  coul^ 
not  have  been  effeded.  The  Bifbqps-  had  np 
friends  in  either  honfe,  who  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  them  except  one,  who  .  faid,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  guilty  of  high  treafon,  but  thai 
they  wer  ftark  mad,  and  therefore  defired  they 
migh;  be  fent  to  BedlanL  ^This 
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This  conduft  o£  the  -Bifhops  gave  *  occafiori  for 
fDVdQ  difputation  among'  the  different  parities  con- 
cerned ;  their  adverfaries  affirmed  that  they  meaoc 
to  deft roy  parliaments j  by  claiming  a  negative' voice 
like  that  of  irhe  King>  and  even  over  the  King 
himfelf^  if  he  flumld  happen  to  pafs  any  bill  in 
their  abfence.  Their  defiring  the;-  King' J  to-  com- 
mand the  Clerk  of  the  JHoiife  of  Peers  to  re- 
cord t|fieir  protcft,  was  >  accounted  derogatory  to 
the  rights  of  parliamefat;  for  the  Kiftg  has  no 
right  by  his  bommand  to  ^make  a  record  of  par- 
liament. In  defence  of  the  Bifhops  ic  was  urged, 
that  ther^  ^was  a  manifeft  force  put  upon  them, 
and  vioJente-  offerecl  to  tbem  j  •  and  therefore  tHcy 
had  a  rigBt  to  prdldt  andgiiird  their  privileges. 
Without  beiiig  accourftable^  for  the  confequences 
which  might  follow.  Btit  v^hb  offered  violence 
ID  theto  ?  It  was:  jiw?  the  parliament.  Had 
violence'  been  bffefed  to^  them  in  the  hdufe^  or  by 
their  authority,  they  mighr  have  had  fpme  ground 
to  pfotcft;^gattift  fuch  ^breach  of  privilege;  or 
had  they  fe»r  a  petition  to  the  Lords  for  fafe 
paffage  to  parliament,  and  ihey  '  had  refufcd  it; 
there  would'have  feeti^  fome'  (hadow  of  reafou 
in  their  behaviour.  But  what  could  the  parlia-. 
ment  help  a  fcaffltf' bet^e6d'them  and  the  mob, 
when  they nknewhothiftg. concerning  it  till  they 
faformed  them  in  this. rude  and  indecent  man-^ 
nci^?  'Cbllier/:xn  his  dccMaftical  hiftory;  has 
fpent  a"godd  deal  of  rhetoric  to  fhew  *hat  the 
Biffipps  S  beRaved  in  thfe  moft  magnanimous  man- 
ner,   and.  that  they  dcfcrvtgi  40  be-  ranked  among 
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the  herott  of  antiq^ityy  for  the  noble  ftand  they 
made  f<)r.  the  privileges,  o^  the  chiurcb  :  but  he 
ought  to  have  coniidcited  whether  ever  the  church 
had  any  fuch  prmleges:  according  to  the  Englifli 
conditution.  Church  o&ers,  as  iiich^*  have  na 
right  to  interfere  widh  the  coadudl  of  parlmment, 
farther  >thpii  by  petitaou  and  addrefs;  abd  the 
Biih(^s  do  not  fit  ID  pajriiament  in '  the^  capacity 
of  church  officci^  but  as  Barons;  their  protef-* 
tation  could  only  be  coi>fidered  as  the  prbtefl:  o£ 
fp  mapy  Barons,  in.  behalf  of  their  right  a? 
Barons,  jp  (it  in  th9  HpdjCe  of  Lprd^s  bi^t  even 
in  th^s  rrefpefl  they  carried  it  too  far,  by .  dain^ng 
«4  negative  pcwcr  ovpr  l*th  Kmg  and  parlidiodnt^ 
Thefe  gentlemen  with  the  Jawn  fleeves  arc  bo( 
;tn  eftatc  in  parliaqiient,:.  but  only  a  piart  of  the 
Houfe  of  J^rds,  by  vij-tup  of  the  baronies  which 
ihey  receive  from  -the  Kiqg;  and  if  they  werq 
deftrpyed,  root  0nd\  bra^h^  it  would  no  way  in- 
jure the  civij  cottftinirioD  of  Englapd. :  As  they 
are  not  eleftjcd  by  the.Alcrgy  to  r^prefcnt  them 
in  parliament,  they  are  no  reprcfewwoij  of  the 
churphi  .  ^d  the  chttrch  wpuld  fuffei:  no  injury 
akjbi0^gh  th^y  WQre  all  excluded  £rt)ni.\  voting  in 
parliament;.-   .  .     v.  '   :  i. 

The  Ki9&  wh«hw  Iqr  advice  or  :.of  his  owa 
^il},;  about  tl^is  time,  committed  ^n  egregious 
blunder,  which  greatly,  injut'cd  his  chara^r,  and 
rendered  him  more  and.  more  dift tufted  by  the 
parliament.  £(e  fent  the  Attorney  :  General  to 
the  JFIoufe  of  Lords,  tp  accufe  the  Lord  Kirn-* 
bolton,  and  fiye  mcik  of  ihe  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
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of  fatg^treAibn;  and  ^me  himfelf  next  day  with 
mn  i^rmed .  lolfce  i^  f«i2e  ib^m  in  the  houfe.    The 
ComiMni  .^QT^  framed  <)f  his  coming,    and  had 
toaveyed  aw^y  the;  five  BOi^inbers  before  he  came : 
bat  cbey  cdaipl^ned.  ^  of  breach  of  privilege,  and 
petidonal .  fi^r  a  guard    which    both    Kipg    and 
parliament  might  confide  in :  and  the  Lords  foou 
afcet  IB&i  fancence  againfl  the  Attorney  (jrene* 
ra]i  tt;Bd€fiQg  him  incapable  of  being  a  member 
of  or.a  f^kader  ia    the  houfe,   and    committed 
bift  prifonper    to  the    fleet*     There    are    fever  a) 
coMJcf^ura^    coBccrning    this    ram    proceeding    of 
{be  Ki^tf  fofB^  riofipuice  i^  to  Lord  pigby,   and 
ptl^rs.  to  (he  <Qj}cea   and    the  papifls  who  wera 
about  .her.    Mr  Eachardl  was  of  this  laft  opi&ion^ 
aad    fays    that  ^irhen    the.  King  exprefled   fome 
doubt  conceruiDg  the  apprehending  the  five  mem- 
bers,   her    Majefty  exprcrfed'  herfcif  in  a  violent 
maaaer,    i»»4    called   the.  King  a  coward.— Allez     J^ 
Poltfon,  &c,    fays,  ihc ;  |o  coward,  and  'pifll  thefc 
rogues  out  out  .l^r   the    ears,    or   never  fee    my 
face  any  m^rei^which^/.Taysjliis,  writer,    defer- 

mmed  the  matter,      ,;      .^     ..,,;.  r       ^ 

The  city  of  LondoU  Tyould.not  &cTiyijt^  up  the 
five  racHibcrs^  even  when  the 'King  went  Jn  per- 
ibn  t9  decaand  them;,  but  inttead  thcrdpfj'petiti- 
oaed  that  they  might  be.  at  liberty,  and  ^rc^ecd* 
fid  agaioft,  according  to  the  metbocis  of  parlia- 
lacm.  Charles  finding  he  >ad  lofl  t'he  hearts  of 
the  ciuzenv  proceeded  to  fortify  AVhltehall  with 
men  aud  ammunition,  and  ,  fent  carinohceis  into 
the  Tower  to  defend  it,  provided  there  fliouIJ 
Vol.  ni.  0  '  be 
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b^  anyoccafion.  The  citizens  compkided  of  thig^ 
as  an  mfringement'of  the  libertki^  of  the  ful^e£b 
in  the  time  of  pieace;  -bcctafc  there  was-  qo  oc- 
cafion  to  fqt-tify  the  Tower  when  the  nation  and 
city  were  in  quietj  -  utifeft  ^  his  Majefty  intended 
to  frighten  the  "citjf  and  parliamefat  iiko  bis  mea- 
fures,  '  •    *  '.•  -     :' 

He  faid  that  he  did- this  with  a  f«fp^  •ol  their 
fafety,  add  ^that  he  did  not  fortify  Whitehall  be- 
for  it  wis  neceffary:  -'The  drizens-had  no  con- 
fid  eiii^e,  in  '  the  Ring's^  protcafonf,^  aid  the  five 
membeVi$ '  Were  gui^d^d  to  parliemefft  hy.  failors 
add  fhe-train  bands^  is  in  tfimftph,  when^  the 
Kitfg.  left  the  city,'  'arid  removisd  to  HaM^fit 
couri^^^^eft'-^he  -iJioulcf  have^inet''^^^^  infelts  •ft^oiil 
the  populace,  Fronr  this'  tiihe'  he  ileifer ^returned 
to  Ilondon^.  till  he  wa?  brought  -thither "as  a  crH  - 
mmV  to  execution.'   ';  /^*  '  '         .     -    *  • 

J^ing' Charles  In  defertin^  the  capital,  -  altoge- 
ther he^lefled  his'o^^n'  intereftr  for  fear  of  be- 
ing  laughed  at  .or  'hmed'by  the  populace^  he 
wVtif'off,  and  left  tRe  'ftrten^th'  arid  !ridies  of  the 
natioq,  ip  ^he  hands  of  th.e  pariiameht.  Had 
Chaiies  been  V  pcincie  of  any  tolerable  degree  of 
fortitucie  and .  relfotutiQn,  ^  he*  would  hav«  fuffered 
the  populace'  and  parKaittem  to  Kave  proceeded  in 
their. own  ;v^ay/  till ' ihtir  fury  had  fubfided, •  and 
then  he  might  hate  brought  about  an  accommo^ 
dation  more  favourable  to  bis  own  intereft.  The 
parliament  could  'hayp /done  nothing  without  him, 
as  long  as  Ke  qoiiiiriued  as  the  fovereign  of  Eng. 
land,   to  keep  his  cdUrt  as  ufualj    but  when  he 
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deferted  his.piurliafnenty  andj  Ifsfi:  .LondpOi  it  was 
confidered  as  a  defertion  of  his  .proper' biiriner$. as 
forereign,   with  aa  imcntioqi^tQ,  levy  war  again  ft/ 
hjs  parliameiu. /. .  ...   .     ;    ,._  ,..  .^  ,    .  .     ,; 

,A.fcw   days  rafter  jthi?^*  ^^..Majeftjr   fent^a. 
n^ffage^  to .' the   houfe^  ipfoqijing  .  xKcra,  tW'  he^ 
VB^ved  the-pracc94ings.  agaipft,  ^He?  five,  mcpibers,  ; 
aQd  prx>inifed  to  be  as.  .careful  of. their  priyijeges 
as  of  hJI  owncrovtCQ.  •  Soon  aficc,   he  gifercd'a' 
general  pardoa*  ;  -The  Cp^imous    coufidered    all, 
this  as    mere  flattery,    to    cajole,  dxem    into  ^  his , 
n^eafures;    and    therefore   infifted   that  the  mem- 
bers   who   \|rere    ac^ufed   ihbuld   be   brought    to, 
their,  trial  in  a  legal  aiKl  parliam^nitary  way :    but' . 
his  Majefty  ,refufcd  to  comply  with,  their  requefl:> : 
and  removed    to  Windfor,   where   he  concerted  , 
meafureis  whicb^^hrew  the  nation  into  a  citil  war, 
and  brought  himfelf  to  an  untimely  end. 

The  £i(I}ops^.    about- a;  .fofrtnight    afte;*    their 
commitment,    pleaded  to  the  impeachment  of  .the.' 
Commons  .  mt  gmlty, .  in    ilianncr ;  and ,  forip^  ag^ . 
petitioned  the  Lords   f or   a :' l|>ee4y    triail,    which.. 
was    appointed    for    the    twenty -fifth  pf  *  Jan)ia{y,  ^ 
but  W4S  afterwards  put   off,   from  time. '  to ,  time, 
till  thcj  whole  bench  of  Biihopsu  was-,  voted  ouc^   r 
of  the  boufc;   and  the  bill  was  fignccl  by  com-* 
miflioD  on   the  fourteenth   of  February,      Every 
peffonwas  furprizecJ  at.  thepaffmg  of  this    bill/ 
for  Charles  bad  (hewed  great  zeal  for  the  Bilhops^ 
•and  feemed   determined    not  to    relinquiftx    them;* 
The  Commons  themfelves  were  aftonifhed  at  their ^ 
own  fuccefs^  and  could  not  ratioi^Uy  account  for  the 

O  2  pre- 
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prcfen t  behavidUf  of  the  King.'    It  has  fceetr  allcdgcd, 
that  Charles  wias  advifed  to  paf$  this  bill  to  pleaie^ 
the  Hcufe  of  Commoils,    that  they  aifght  make  • 
no  more  demancis  uppn  him  for  the  prcfcnt,  and 
that  afte;-wards,   wh^n  he   fliould'  bring'   his  own 
fchemje  of  arbitrary  gdvcrhment  to  T^fcirfedion,  he  • 
might  rcverfc*  all  that  .he  had  cow*  tfonc.*    If  'was  ' 
faid,  that,    is  he  wzi  forced  to  pifs  th\s  ^ill  by 
thp  tiolencc  of  the  times,   he  niight  tewfoHy  re* 
toke  Wiat  he  had    iiow  done  when   the    natton 
was  brought  to'  a^  gnrtter  fitnatioci.    If  this  was 
really  the  cafe,   itfsiys;  but   Httlc  fot  the  KittgV; 
^i6ra^  principles ;  who  wonid,  for  hir  own  private 
advantage,    promife  what   hi  ditf  not  mean  to  a- 
bi^'e  by   whenever  he    had   power    to   traofgreft' 
with  im^jpunity.  •  '     ^\"^  ' 

This  n?W  aft  deftroycd  the  peerage  of  th^ 
BifliQps,  and  the  whole  fecular  power  ^  the 
clerey,  which  continued  btiricd  ofidfer  this  Jaw. 
fpr  near  twenty  years.  I^' may  be  jtiftly  fiSd, 
that  the  clergy  brought  this  niia  upon  them- 
felve^;  for.  they  wcfV  become  fo  intolerably  proud, 
that  there 'Was  no  endiiring  them.  They  def- 
pifed\the  laity  df'aTl.  denominations,  and  grafped' 
at  every  /edufaf  enJpfoymenr  whieh  might  eil- 
creafc  their  power,  atfd  render  tbetr  donMnica. 
abfolutc.  They  found  the  Kmg  to  be  weak 
and  fu'perftitious,  ready  to  liftcn  to  thetr  advice, 
and  they  endeavoured  to  fcrew  him  op  to  aH 
their  views  of  prerogative,  and  arbitrary  domina- 
tion. 

The  fta^^hftmber  and  high    commiiCon  courts 

were 
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\9ere  terrible  to  all  ranks!  of  .pec^k ;  tiie  tati^ 
groaned  under  their  arbitrarjr  decifimts*  Tbt 
Bifliops  l^ere^  leader^  iq^dlefe  ianbedrim  0f;  cvu«. 
dcy,  and  often  executor»^  of  thdr  ovnLfeiiceheo^^  V)f 
vimie  of  chdr  j^eceoded  chiil  |urifdidioii ;  !i3ftcf.  £il«l 
and  im^rifoned  aH  who  VifoxM  aot:  cringe  to.  tbtir 
mandates^  aiidy-iivid^out  merc5(>  or  the  fmalleft  Ain 
gree  of  (xmpB&on,  ftrififed  whole  ftmiltecf  t)f 
all  their  enjoyMentf;  ishd^'enniched  thtirv  QWH 
coffera  with  the  -^dik  isf  their :  fiefio^r  .'fuh^lSlfi. 
It :  was  no  wonder  thte  the  naiaant  ioogcd  :Kt 
be  delivered  from  an  Mtiftitiiitieit^  w)h^/  in  iat 
own  namrty  Is  cakuiated^  to  ta]^  fides  vitb^ifaA 
court  in  cliffs  arbitrary  iiirctd^  of  fibwerraivi 
prerogacJve.  AH  ^  the  ^^  eVeaturcs  '  of  govenuneot 
muft  naturaKy  be  fuppofed  to  worflup  9nd  obejri 
tfadr  creator >^  and  thit  itiffitntion  of  elergf^'AwUlis 
fecular  power  and  juHfdiDiiairy  is  a  mere  creature 
of  ftate  po]k%'  Md  ^uft  ^ver<  be^  decrimenbl  ^ta| 
the  liberties  of  madkiftd.      ;;       ^      l- '-^   ,!.- 

The  natito  was  now  thrbwn  ioto'^thet  •^i 
otmoft  confufion ;  the  King  had  deierted  .::  .7.  *• 
his  parliament^-  the  beo^h'  W  Bi{hop&7cwKre  hf 
aA?  of  parliament  dilTohedy  and  thevcD  hmr  /  iw 
fettled  form  of  chnrcb  order  profeffe^  b^  ^u. 
thority  in  the  natibn.  Reiigien  was  howerer  die 
tool  whkh  all  parties  made  ufe  of  aa  a  f^afon  fori 
their  proceedings ;  and  the  war  whkh  fbHdvv^'  thia 
rupture,  between  the  King  and  parliaae«i  Wbkli^ 
is  ufqalty  catted  the  ciril  war,  may  juflly  b# 
caifed  a  religious  one. 

A  few  days  after  the  King  rumored  •to  W!nd« 

for. 
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for/^lt  teas .  dctcnnftiBd  :im  :  a'  cabinet    cpuoq]^  • 
didbhe    ihblildL  ps^srrno -more   bills,  j  and   cbac 
the  ^Queena'ihduld  -accivnptiQy,  the!  ^rk^{^  bj^r. 
datghtent iaoulHolkad, \aa  lOrder  .to  ^hCT .  ufaiTiajge,  > 
^d'  ifhpKild ;  cany    th0  !  joi»\?ii ' j^^^  -tj^QOg  >  wijih 
her, '  axxl :  pledge    rfidBijjibrt;;!*'  fmn/ -of:r:flion^y>, 
with  iiirhich  (he  fhould^f^urcb^re  ariSdS  md  ampiunitioft 
for  the  King's  fehacci.  x5bc :  had  orders^;  alfo   lo^ 
tfeat  withiJihc  JCing.of  Spaia  for-fbyr  thoitfand 
ibidicrs  iby^xhe  ioteccdlbn  i£  the  Pofift?S..'nmjcK>f 
itii  ic  tvas  fouther  agreed  that  :tbe/Kipg  ihould 
Aake  inaragrecm^twWtdt/hU  parliatti^tr  till  \tbe 
feccefe  .of  the   Queen's: iK^ocatiofis  .&ould    be. 
KnowxL  '  7hcr  chief).iiifeDt;iQCi  <if  Ghar)e$  m  .this 
<)ccafUiD,' accoi)ding/:tQ::itbeoaccouDt    of  his   own 
hiftbriins^  TOS  to   hnvfe  ^dife  poflitffioft    pf ;  Hull 
and 'PortfiBQUthi   yahcxii  fjie    arms   and    aqpnini*: 
dons. of  the ' late ; army  in  the  .North  w^re  !de-. 
pofiiiaJ;.-:;Tiwf  Qdeee  waiS'  ^  ;  remoyc;'  to  r  Portf-. 
month,   and  the  King  to/Hull,  iwhcfe'.  tJ)^y:;!Rrei*: 
to  ^  have  remained -tiU    the    parliamcupti  at  :.W£ft- 
minftcr  flionld  abate,  c^  their  rigoiii!;. .  This  jcorctf 
rm  however  difcovioed.  to  the  '  pai^ir^mecity   who. 
coBceited  theif  mea&relJa  fu(h  a.maUner  ds  to-^. 
taHjr  4ffappttmedT  the LKing. of  his  intention.    ?   . 
'  Sir- jfohn    Hotham  ffrui  fenf  to  rfecure  -  Hull, 
fof^.  tb^.  ^arli»mciit> :  who,'  when  Charies  caroe!  to: 
dwiaftd,  c«Kf»nW,  .kepthiib  :out,  rand  would  not 
foflfer  hi»:.to   cntel-  the    tpwi.    ,  Tbey :  likcwife 
fecur^cj  the.  naagazine  in  the-  ToWer,   and  placed, 
a  guard  upon  it  to   present  any   from  carrying 
efdnsitfce   or   ammunition    tut   of  it.      Nothing 

could 
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could"  vindicate,  the   coodftQ:  J  pfr.  the^.ttyo   hpufe? 

in    prpcccdixig   to   tbcfe  ,^g^'  qC  .  foycrcignty,  but 

the    extremity: to. 'Mrfeic^.;th(?   King'a  folly   I^d 

drirenwthem.    It  .appeared  now  the.mpfl;   prober 

bic  method. to  .prcfenre  ;thc,  aatipn;  from*  felling 

under  a  yokciiof  idefpotic  go?ernnieiit;  which  the 

King  and   his.pjyrtyi.was  ,.pfeparipg  £qr  it.    The 

political  manoetfes .  of :  this  I.  year,  ::aR  they  belong 

to  ftate  hiftdry,  L  Ihall  pMs  Acm' over,  and  pro^ 

coed  to  'd>nfidcr:xeUgious^^airs,  J  .  , 

On  ibe.  iecond  of  June-  the  parliaaiept  .prcfcntT 

cd  to  th^.King  the.£bm:of  >hat  they,  iac^Qde4 

concerning  the  refonimfwn  ,of  .chyrcbt  an4  :ftates 

to  which  tis  Majcfty  replied,  ^l^fofumis  zitgfis:r,^4m 

glix  mutari.i^    This .  was  fpeakiog    jifc^i    .a]  lpfWi 

reign   to    all    intents: and   f^npok^Hk  jjSf^^ 

that  the' parfiament:witoc  for  dejftripyiDgitbV  Jaws^^ 

and  coiit^ned  in  it  a:  malii&ft:.aj:c\»^^tjop;j[^f7/theilf 

conduft.      The    propofitions    confe!:9ipg;.{r^4gion, 

which':  the  two  -  htmfes  Qfier^4.;at.  .,tJiiM'io|e  .to  i  the 

King,iwfere,^  f(r)i  Thiatji^.  tworf,  to,  ^tfee.  King's 

chlklien  fee  ^approved  byi:::fe|tli;  hp^fi^s  o^f..parJia*- 

mem. -  (^) -That;  thdui?  iparxiagps  .be  with  c©nfent 

of  pj^Iiamemv  T^ider  pfenaiiyf;  of  prenmnire*^  ;  j[  j) 

Th4t'  thcdaws  ip  force  \ag^fl  jefuits,  .prieftf,  and 

popiih  xecufjipts,  he  ftri^^ly  p^ut  ,in  execution,  .^itli* 

out  any  tdlerition  or  .dilpenfaiioQ.^:  (4)  T^^  the 

votes:  of  popifti'  tords  in '  pariiam^t  Jbe  t^keaj.A^ 

way,   fo  Iqng.as  they  cpminae  p^pifls^ ,  aifd^  that 

theii'  children  :bc,  educated  in^the  piy^eftifc^t.-rer 

ligion.    (5)  That  th^/iCiag.  will  ^  ^  pjeaied,  to 

*  We  are  cot  willing  to  have  the  laws  of  England  changed. 
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cMletit  to  fuch  a  reforttURion  of  the  ckiuth  g^* 
yttnxastiv  aikt  Xivitgf  «s   both  houfes  of  parlia- 
fnetic  (hsQ  sdtife.    it  is  fiiaitifeft  from  thdb  pra*^ 
pb&k»s,  rbac  perfeetifiott  ^^s  mtthvovcn  with  atl 
Hit  publk:  fcHatiei^  af- rdigidn  of  thofe  tknts; 
Ibr  the  ttlfrd  of  tftcPe  ]^ft)pi«&b  braatbU  ftrongiy  of 
tyr^nny^    Hnd  .  itit6ter9at^  priorcijitts.     Though  .  it 
hifght   be  neMSQai^  to  ^reftrsm   Soman   cadxolici 
froUi  hm'cirig'  tbte  &itioil^   br  to^ponHh  them  for 
treafonable  pra£liodis^^   yet  ic  i^fmr  .cadibe  TOiififb 
fkk  ^ioL  tht  kfWi  of  chrKtialnty  to  refitfe  cbem 
kxAfftk6ikkf  iA  lotig  as  ^ey  bjsbat^  wdl;   Aor  baFve 
Mh«!^  kiy  ri^%  to  tdke  their  dbildren  from  then^ 
to  edttev^  tk^m  io  the  proteftaat  printipkk^  coo* 
rn^j^  t6  tb^  iadvbation.    Suidi:  tj;iethoda  of  pro*. 
(^g^^^$  }tligteii>'  are;  like  thofe.  vrh\(Sx  proteftams 
(tttdi>iit6>t«  tbe  mtoibers  of  the.  charch  of  Rom^ 
and  wluch  fli^y'  tiidb&Iver  intermeddk  wi^^  with 
m  tcry  ill  gract.  r* 

'  The.-Ki4gf  >Mas  n^  Ttt-  peat  want  of  mWc^j 
lii^^Ms-i^cKtied  to  fig^t  the  parlianwit .  iajCo  4 
cotti^Vanee  Wkh  hil  meaA$res:  moiiey  Waa  necef^* 
fary  Id  carry  oto  a  waf^  of  this  ;  be  \fras  very 
teidfuL  He  applied  to  this  obiycrfuies  for  a  fup* 
ply;  and  it  muft  bo  allowed  they  wctie-  very  li- 
beral Afl  the  monfey  and  plate  tbey;  could  fparc 
was  at  his  Majefty^s  fen^ice,  and  Hberal  funs 
Were  retnttted  into  bi^;  hands.  The  gentlemen  of 
Oxford  had  prdmifed  to  the  parliaments  that  their 
plat^  ihould  be  forth  coming,  and  ihouU  not  be 
tifcd  againft  the  parliamem: ;  yet,  contrary  to 
tbci'r  foleoaa  engagement,  they  fcnt  it  away  pri- 

tately 
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vately  to  York,  where  it  arrived  July  eighteen, 
which  his  Majefty  acknowledged  by  bis  letter  of 
thanks  to  the  heads  of  houfcs  foon  after.  The 
parliament  were  highly  offended  at  the  perfidy  of 
thefe  collegians,  and  fent  for  the.  principal  mana- 
gers of  this  affair  into  cuftody;  but  they  ab- 
fconded,  and  kept  out  of  the  way.  This  femina- 
ry  of  learning  was  now  transformed  into  a  fchool 
for  military  difcipline;  the  ftudents,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  maftcrs,  laid .  afide  their  academical 
exefcifes,  and  learned  the  art  of  war,  under  their 
refpeftive  officers;  and  fo  zealous  were  fomc  of 
the  mafters,  that  they  not  only  taught  the  flu* 
dents  of  the  uaiverfity  the  art  of  war,  but  took 
the  townfmen  alfo  into  their  corps. 
-  The  parliament  did  not  look  upon  this  beha- 
viour with  an  eye  of  indifference ;  they  were 
highly  provoked  at  the  conduft  of  the  univerfi- 
ty,  and  threatened  to  quarter  fome  of  their  own 
regiments  upon  them.  This,  frightened  away  the 
grcatefl:  part  of  the  fchplars,  and  terrified  the 
reft  to  fuch  a,  degree,  that  the  Vice  Chancellor 
thought  proper  to  write  a  fubmiflivc  letter;  to 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  their  Chancellor,  to  endea- 
vour to  make  their  peace  with  the  parliament.  This 
letter  contained  a  rapfody  of  lies  and  fophiftry 
worthy  of  its  writer,  and  men  of  his  principles, 
who  paid  no  more  regard  to  truth,  than  •it  ferv- 
cd*  their  own  particular  interefts.  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke  returned  an  anfwer  to.  this  cpiflie, 
which  was  no  way  agreeable  to  the  Viice  Chan- 
cellor, and  the  refl:  of  th«  heads  of  houfcs.  Ke 
defircd  them  to  difmifs  the  cavaliers,  and  yield 
Vol.111.  P  them- 
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tKemfehes  up.  to  the  parliapient;  and  that  as.  foon 
as  they  had  put  themfeWes  into  the  pofture  of 
an  univerfity,  he  would  be  their  faithful  fervant, 
and  perform  his  beft  offices  to  them. 

The  univerfitjr  of  Cambridge  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Oxford,  and  affifted  the  King  with  all 
the. money  and  plate  they  could  fpare:  the  e.^- 
aft  fum  does  not  appear  from  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
ttees,  but  it,  is  manifeft  *  that  they  were  very 
Mbera-I.  According  to  gll  accounts^  Charles  rc- 
cei-Ted  from  the  colleges  in  Cambridge  near  ten 
thoufand  pounds  in-  pfate>  befides  riaoney.  Oliver. 
Cromwel  thought  to  intercept  the  convoy  which 
w^  font  with  this  money  and  pTate,  but  they 
efcaped  by  marphing  through  bye-ways,  of -which 
he  had  no  notice.  Cromwel  returned  to  Gam- 
bridge^  and  took  poffeffion  thereof  for  the  par- 
liament, and  threatened  the  heads  of  the  uhi- 
^crfivf  for  fending  away  their  money  and  phtc 
to  the  Kiog,  contrary  rb  their  -promrfe  made  to 
the  parliament.  The  mafters  and  fellows  endea- 
voured to  excufc  themfelves,  by  alledgifig  the 
mandate  of  Charles;  upon  which-  the  parliametit 
fe'nt  a  mandate  of  their  own,  to  the  Vice  Chan- 
cellor and  heads  of  the  colleges  affembled  in  con- 
vocation, defiring  them  to  contribute  their  aiSft- 
ance  to  the  caufe  in  which  the  parliament  were 
engaged.  They  refufcd  to  lend  the  parliament 
any  things  alledging  it  was  contrary  to  rcHgion 
and  confcience  for  them  to  give  them  any  affiflS 
ance.  The  two-  houfes  of-  parliament  therefore 
ordered   the  Dodors^  Bcal,    Martin,   and    Sterne, 

mafters 
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mailers  of  St  Joha's,  Jcfus,  and  Queen's  College, 
•into  cuftody,  upoa  which  many  of  the  fcholars 
dcferted,  aod  lifted  in  the  King's  fervice. 

The  Roman  catholics    Ukewife    contributed  li- 
berally to  the  affiftance  of  the  King,    though  he 
durft  not  as  yet  avow   any  correfpond«ncc  with 
themv    Charles's  behaviour  was    on    all    occafions 
equivocal;   it  was  not  eafy   to  difcover    his    real 
dcfignsi   nor  were  his  words,  a  true  index  of  his 
intentions.    His  moft  foleran   promifes  were    fre- 
quently broken  when    it  was  really  in  his  power 
to  perform  them,    which   made  even    his    friends 
diftruft  him,    and   his  enemies  give  no  credit  to 
his  declarations. 

The  King  was  now  obliged  to  pull  of  the 
mask,  and  to  accept  the  fervicc  of  the  papifts. 
The  parliament  took  care  to  cultivate  a  good 
Gorrefpondcoce  with  the  Scots^  to  fecure  that  na- 
tion ^o  their  intereft.  The  breach  between  the 
King  and  parliament  growing  .  every  day  wider, 
the  council  cf  Scotland  fent  their  Chancellor  in 
May  to  renew  their  offers  of  a  mediation  between 
both  parties^  which  Charles  obftinately  rejefted, 
becaufe  they  infifted  upon  the  abolifhing  of  epif- 
copacy,  which  he  believed  to  be  of  divine  right, 
and  upon  an  uniformity  of  presbyterian  govern-, 
ment  in  the  two  nations.  The  majority  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament  were  under  no  difEculty  con-* 
cerning  a  change  'of  church  difcipUne,  for  they 
believed  that  the  civil  government  might  fet  .  up 
what  form  of  church  o^der  was  moft  conducive 
fojr  the  public  good.      With    them'   divine    right 

P  2  was 
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was  out  of  the  queftion.  This  was  in  thefe- 
days  called  Eraftmifm,  from  one  Eraftus  who 
held  that  opinion.  The  parliament  treated  the 
Chancellor  of  Scotland  with  great  refpeft,  and 
not  only  accepted  the  mediation ,  but  wrote  a  rc- 
fpeftful  letter  to  the  general  affembly,  which  was 
to  meet  in  the  month  of  July,  acquainting  them 
with  the  ftate  of.  their  affairs,  and  deifiring  their 
advice  and  afliftance  for  bringing  about  fuch  a 
reformation  as  was  defired.  The  aflembly  returned 
a  very  difcreet  anfwer  to  this  letter,  exprefling 
'  their  earncft  defires  of  a  reformation,  and  for 
the  abolifliing  epifcopacy.  The  parliament  re- 
turned a  fmooih  anfwer  to  the  aiTcmbly's-  reply, 
and  expreifed  their  earned  defire  that  all  his 
Majefly's  fubjefts  might  have  one  confcflion  of 
faith,  and  form  of  church  government;  but 
hinted,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  a  thing 
hardly  to  be  expefted,  that  they  Ihould  punc- 
tually agree  in  all  points ;  yet  they  faid,  that  they 
hoped,  fmce  they  were  guided  by  the  fime  fpi- 
rir,  that  they  would  caft  every  thing  out  which 
was  oSenfive  to  God  and  agree  with  the  Scots 
and  other  reformed  churches  in  the  fubftantial 
part  of  dp6lrinc  worfliip  and  difcipline ;  that  there 
might  be  a  free  communion  in  all  holy  cxercifcs 
and  <iuties  of  public  worfliip. 

This  correfpbndencc  between  the  parliament 
and  the  council  of  Scotland  greatly  alarmed  King 
Charles,  and  made  him  fend  a  warm  remoa- 
ftrance  to  the  council  on  the  very  week  he  fet 
\\p  his  ftandard  at  Nottingham.     This  remonftrance 
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contained  fcveral  juft  reflexions  upon  the  Englifti 
parliament,  and  a  fufficient  warning  to  the  Scots, 
provided  he  had  had  fufficient  credit  with  that 
nation  to  perfuade  them  that  he  fpoke  the  truth 
to  them.  He  affirmed  that  the  leading  men  in 
the  parliament  would  no  more  embrace  the  pres- 
byterian  difcipline  than  they  would  embrace  epif- 
copacy,  which  ■appeared  afterwards  to  be  true. 
The  leading  men  in  the  Englifli  parliament  be- 
lieved neither  presbytery  nor  prelacy  to  be  of 
divine  right;  they  meant  no  more  by  fceming  to 
agree  with  the  Scots,  than  to  procure  their  af- 
fiftance  againft  the  King.  Their  views  of  church 
government  were  entirely  different  from  thofe  of 
the  Scots  presbyterians,  and  it  was  never  their 
intention  to  eftabliih  that  religion.  Religion  at 
this  time  was  made  an  engine  by  all  parties  to 
fervc  their  political  purpofes;  for  many  of  thofc 
who  raifcd  the*  greateft  noife  concerning  it,  were 
poflcflfed  of  no  true  regard  for  any  form  .thereof. 
Charles,  although  there  was  a  caft  of  piety  in 
his  complexion,  was  more  attached  to  his  pre* 
rogative  than  to  religioii;  and  his  infidelity 
with  refpcft  to  his  promifcs,  fliews  that  he  paid 
very  little  regard  to  morality.  The  parliament 
were  not  more  concerned  for  religion  than  the 
King,  they  profeflTed  a  great  regard  for  it  ia 
their  public  declarations,  but  made  very  little  ac- 
count thereof  when  they  had  ferved  their  pur- 
pofes therewith.  Both  parties  knew  that  it  was 
the  only  handle  by  which  they  could  take  hold 
of  the  common  people,   and  for  this  reafon  they 

found 
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fomxd  themfelves  obliged  to  make  a  zealous  pro- 
feffion  thereof,  to  gain  them  over  to  their  fide* 
.  The  quantity  of  real  godlinefs  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  much  greater  in  chofe  days,  than  in 
the  times  before  and  fince;  for  when  all  the 
political  fprings  of  adion  are  duly  confidered,  and 
taken  into  the  account^  the  quantity  of  true  re* 
ligion  will  appear  very  fmall. 

The  King  and  parliament  were  now  broken 
out  into,  open  l^oftiiities;  Charles  fet  up  his 
ftandard  at  Nottingham,  on  the  twenty-fccond  of 
Auguft,  and  threatened  the  parliament  with  de- 
Aru£lion;  the  parliament  raifed  forces  againd  the 
King  for  their  own  defence,  and.  each  party  ac- 
counted the  others  traitors.  The  Earl  of  EfTex 
was  appointed  General  of  the  parliament's  forces, 
aud  had  full  power  to  refifl  all  who  carried 
arms  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commiiCon  of 
array.  Charles  declared  the  Earl  a  traitor,  unlefs 
he  would  lay  down  his ,  arms  within  fix  days, 
and  in  his  manifedo  proclaimed  both  houfes  of 
parliament  guilty  of  high  treafon.  In  this  ficua- 
don  did  matters  (land  this  year,  till  Sunday  the 
twenty-third  of  Oftober,  when  both  parties  met 
^  at  Edge-hill,  in  Warwickshire,  to  decide  their 
claims  to  power  by .  the  length  of  their  fwordsr^ 
An  obilinate  engagement  enfued,  where  much 
bkxxl  was  fpiit,  and  many  lives  loftf  the  con., 
querers  and  the  vanquiihed  both  loft  fufiicieptly^ 
and  neither  fide  had  any  reafon  to  triumph. 
The  lofs  of  friends  and  relations,  and  the  death 
of  their   countrymen  ilained    the  laurels  of  the 
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Tiftorf,  tnd  tarnillied  the  gldry  of  tlMt  (fay  to 
the  conqtieFofs.  Frkndsj  hhod  relations,  and  in- 
trmace  ^oofipanions^  were  fonnd  in  •  great  aumbers 
lying  flain  m  the  field  of  bartfe.  The  fury  of 
thofe  times  infpired  all^  pirtieS'  with  a  mifanthropy 
which  appear?  fcockibg'  m  hfftory,  and  r,eprefents 
the  leadmg  charaftcrs  in-  this  tloody* -drama  in  a 
very  difagreeable  point* of  figtit;  Each  fide,  as  fs 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  threw  the  blame  upon  the 
other,  aiid  it  is  no  cafy  task  to  determine  from 
hiflory  who  were  chiefly  txx  blame.  Charles  was 
certainly  arbitrary  and  oppreffive  iii  his*  govern- 
ment, ill  direfted  in  the*  choice  of  his^  minifters, 
and  fickle  in^  His  dlfpofition ;  fupcrftition  warped 
his  pafiions  in  all  religions  matters,  which  ren- 
dered him  intolerant  to  all  who  would  not  fub- 
fcribe  to  his  notions  of  church'  difcipline.  The 
leadmg  men  on  the  fide  of  the  parliament  were 
peribns'  of  capacity,  lovers  of  civil  and  religious 
rights,  but  violent  in  their  temper,  and  boiftcrous 
in  their  difpofitions;  Their  notions  of  liberty  did 
not  cqrrefpend  with  their  zeal  for  it ;  for  they  were 
tyrannical  to  others,  and'  intolerant  to  thofe  who 
differed  from  them.  They  were  in  this  refpeft 
like  many  fihce  their  time  who  are  dtfirous  of 
liberty  to  thcmfefves,  but  who  are  very  unwil- 
ling ta  grant  the  fame  privilege  to  others. 

The  Ring  havings  recruited  his  army  after  the 
,  battle  of  Edge-hill,    made  one  ftrong  puflx  to  fur- 
prize  the    parliament ;    he    advanced    asr    far    as 
Brentford  with  his  army,  and  put    all   the    city 
Into  confufion:    a    bloody   encounter  enfucd,    in 

which 
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^hich  many  were .  flaln,  and  multitudes  -were 
drowned  in  the  Thanaes.  The  King  carried  oflf 
many  prifpncrs  to  Oxford,  and  intended  4o  |jave 
made ; .  exampl^es  pf  them ;  but  the  parliament 
threatening  that  they  would  do  the  fame  with 
thofe  who'  were  in  their  cuftody,  he  was  ob^ 
liged  to  forbear,  much  againfl;  his  inclination.  It 
.was  thought  that  Charles  would  have  made  a 
llrong  pufh  to  have  entered  the  city,  but  when 
he  faw  the  train  bands  joined  with  the  army  un- 
der th^  Earl  of  Effex^  ready  to  receive  him,  he 
retreated  with  his  prifohers  to  Oxford.  The 
parliament  •  and  city  were  in  great  confufion  on 
this  occafion,  for  they  did  not  expeft  that  the 
King  was  fo  near.  He  had  marched  under  the 
favour  of.the.  mift,  which  concealed  bis  march 
from  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  and  was  at  Brentford 
before  there  was  any  noiiqe  of  his  approach.  It 
is  prpj^able  if  Charles  had  purfued  his  advantage 
at  this  time,  confidering  how  the  city  was  a- 
larmed  and  the  people  frighted,  he  might  have 
defeated  EjQTex,  and  entered  ,the  city;  but  his 
fudden  retreat  to  Oxford  gave  the  parliament 
time  to  recover  from  their  confternation,  and  to 
concert  •meafures.  fo  as  that  they  might  not  be 
fo  eafily  taken  at  a  difadvantage  in  future. 

The  nation  was  now  in  the  mod  ton- 
43'  vulfcd  fituation;  all  perfons  were  deeply 
interefted  in  the  prcfent  difputes,  and  there  were 
few  who  were  not  obliged  by  int-ereft  or  necef* 
fity  to  take  a  fide.  Perfons  who  loved  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  their  country   were  anxious  to 

have 
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•have  a  compromife  between  the  Kiog  and  the 
parliament;  for  this  reafon  they  applied  all  their 
intereft  and  power  to  bring  about  a  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  parties.  This  treaty  commenced 
at  Oxford,  January  twenty-eighth,  but  in  con- 
clufion  was  broken  offi  without  producirig  any  a- 
greeable  eflfefls.  Charles  thought  the  demands  of 
the  parliament  extravagantly  high,  and  they  were 
not  ready  to  remit  any  of  their  articles;  this 
rendered  the  proceedings  in  this  treaty  flow,  and 
in  the  end  abortive.  The  parliament  propofcd 
that  both  armies  ihould  be  disbanded. — That  de- 
linquents be  left  to  a  legal  trial  in  parliament.^—- 
That  all  papifts  be  disbanded  according  to  law.-— 
That  his  JV^jefty  give  the  royal  affeut  to  the 
bills  for  taking  away  fuperilitious  innovations,  for 
removing  all  Aj:chbifl\ops,  Bifhops,  their  Chancel- 
lors, and  Commiilaries,  Deans^  and  Cbapter^^ 
iVrchdeacons,  Canons,  &c.  for  removing  fcandabqs 
minifters,  and  all  pluralities,  and  for  calling  aa 
aflembly  of  learned  divines  to  iettle'  all  matters 
concerning  church  government  and  diicipline. 
The  other  articles,  as  they  refpefted  civil  mat- 
ters, I  have  palled  over. 

The  propodcions  of  the  parliament,  in  their 
com{dex  charafler,  ^ere  by  oo  means  agreeable 
to  Charles;  he  obftinately  refufed  xo  comply  with 
'  tbemj,  and  the  treaty  was  broken  tip.  It  does 
not  appear  what  were  the  real  reafons  of  the 
Kiog's  behaviour  on  this  occaflon;  but  it  is  ma- 
liifeft  that  he  did  not  confult  his  own  intereil 
by    rejefting    the    propofak  ,  of   hh    parliament. 

Vol  III.  Q^  Some 
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Some  hiftorians  have  affirmed  that  the  fudden 
change  of  the  King's  difpofition  was  owing  to  a 
whimfical  letter  which  he  received  from  the  Mar- 
quis' of  Montrofe,  in  Scotland,  who  fent  him  no- 
tice of  his  good  fuccefs  in  the  Nortli,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  come  foon  to  affift  bim  to  fubdue  his 
obftinate  Englifli  fubjefts.  It  is  manifeft  that  all 
Charles's  compliances,  in  any  particular  circum- 
ftances,  with  the  defires  of  his  parliament,  were 
conftrained  and  affcfted  5  his  principal  aini  in  all 
his  agreements,  was  to  gain  time,  that  he  might 
have  it  in  his  power  to  affert  his  prerogative,  and 
rcftore  himfclf  to  his  firft  ftate  of  abfolute 
authority.  His  promifes  were  not  credited,  be- 
caufe  he  feldom  kept  them,  and  the  parliament 
were  wifer  than  to  truft  to  his  rpyal  word. 

England  now  groaned  under  .oppreffion  on  all 
hands;  civil  difcord  with  its  ruinous .  attendants^ 
the  fword  and  rapine,  raged  through  all  the  cor- 
ners df  the  land.  Grievous  taxes  were  impofed 
on  all  the  neceiTaries  of  life,  and  no  man  was 
fure  of  polTeffing  his  cnjoymetrts  a  moment.  All 
forts  of  butcher-meat  paid  one  {hilling  in  the 
pound,  a  rabbit  was  rated  at  one  halfpenny,  and 
a  dozen  of  pigeons  at  one  penny,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  parliament.  The  King  fell  no- 
thing fliort  of  the  parliamient  in  his  exactions; 
for  his  parliament  ac  Oxford  rated  all  perfons 
and  families,  within  the  liberties  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,  at  the  value  of  one  meal  a  week 
for  public  fervice.  The  clergy  of  both  parties 
fuffcred  prodigiomfly  in  thofe  times  j    the  foldiers 
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plundered  thjeir  houfes,  and  ftripped  them  of   all, 
their  poffeflions.     The  King's  adiierents  confidered, 
the  Puritan  roinifters  as  incendiaries,  who  flirred 
th^  flank's  of  difcor4  among  the  people  {    and  the 
fri(2n4s  of  the  pafli^misnt  looked .  upon  the  epif- 
cppal  clergy  as  fo  many  idle  wafters  of  exccnfive 
livings,  which  might  be  applied  to  better  purpofes : 
for  thi$  reafon  they  ftripped  them  of   all    their. 
poiTcflions,    and  fet   them    a-drift   in    the    world; 
qaked  and  deftitut^. 

The  divines, of  thofc  times  were  far  from  be- 
having difcrcetly;  they  mingled  their  difcourfeS' 
with  politics,  an4  endeavoured  to  inflame  their 
party  with  hatred  of  their  brethren  of  the  pppo- 
fite  perfuafion.  Thi§  made  the  armies  wherever 
they  came,  perfecute  them  as  public  incendiarres, 
who  kiadled  the  flames  of  contention,  and  nou- 
riflxed -the  principles  qf  cjwindling  difcord. 

The  parli^meqt  ?ppointe4  feveral  committees^ 
who  had  certain  departments  of  bufinefs  affigned 
them:  one  of  them  was  called  ^  committee  for 
examining  fcandalous  miplfters,  TThis  committee 
received  petitions  againft  and  defences  ip  behalf 
of  fuch  as  were  accounted  fcandalous  miniftersj. 
thoufan4s  of  petitions  \yere  brought  againft  the 
qlergy  for  tyranny,  drunkennefs,  and  other  im- 
moralities, which  would  ftain  the  page  of  hiftory 
^o  mention;  but  many  of  thofe  complaints  v^ere 
grou^idlefs,  and  only  proceedcfi  from  the  violent 
manners  of  the  times.  The  people  had  been 
•  grievoufly  oppreffed  by  fome  violent  clergymen, 
^nd  they  .were  dilpofed  to  take  their  revenge  on 
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the  whole  order,  for  thofe  opprcffions  which 
they  had  fuffered  from  a  few.  The  eftablifhcd 
clergy  in  thofe  days  were  far  from  being  cir- 
cumfpeft  in  their  converfation,  and  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  they  afforded  too  many  reafons  for 
the  people's  complaint ,  againft  them.  They  in- 
dulged' themfelves  in  gratifications  which  were 
not  only  offenfive  to  tendtfr  minds,  but  were  in 
themfelves  fcandalous  and  immoral ;  they  -  were 
ihamefully  negligent  of  their  charge,  and  'paid 
no  regard  to  the  obligations  they  had  engaged  to 
fulfiK  They  openly  profaned  the  fibbath-day 
in  drunkennefs  and  direrfions,  and  fet  the  worft 
of  examples  before  the  people.  They  had  been 
long  under  the  proteftion  of  the  government, 
and  had  finned  with  impunity;  it  was  now  dif- 
ficult for  them  to  amend,  and  they  accounted  it 
a  ^  difgrace  to  fubmit  to  the  reproofs  of  their 
congregations.  The  people  in  general  had  but 
far  too  many  proofs  of  their  wickedncfs  to  bring 
againft  them,  which  by  this  time  they  were 
well  difpofed  to  urge  with  all  the  energy  they 
Were  matter  of.  The  commiffioners  were  ready 
rolitten  to  the  accufations  brought  againft  thofe 
minifters,  and  fhewed  a  partiality  which  was  far 
from  commendable ;  ihey  endeavoured  to  expofe  the 
faih'ngs  of  the  clergy  without  mercy,  and  frequently 
encouraged  wimcffes  to  flandcr  them,  by  giving 
credit  to  men  of  bad  fame  who  dcferved  no 
credit.  The  clergy,  on  the  other ,  hand,  behaved 
imprudently,  and  were  intolerably  rude  before 
|he  committee,   threatening  revcpgc  whenever  it 
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was  in  their  power.  Few  clergymen  were  fe* 
queflrated  for  immoralities  by  this  committee,  for 
as  it  was  joined  with  that  which  refpefied  plun* 
dered  minifters,  their  bufinefs  was  likewife  jcMned 
together. 

The  Puritan  clergy,  who  had  been  driven  from 
their  Hrings  in  the  country  by  jhe  violeace  of 
the  Biihops  in  the  late  times,  and  thofe  whom 
the  King^s  foldiers  turned  out  in  their  marching 
through  the  kingdom,  came  to  London  with 
their  families,  leaving  their  hou£bold  furniture  to 
the  mercy  of  their  enemies.  Th'efe  minifters 
were  reduced  to  great  diftrefs,  and  applied  to 
the  parliament  for  relief:  the  Commons  in.  the 
firft  place  fupplied  them  with  a  charitable  dona-' 
tion,  to  anfwer  their  prefcnt  neceffities ;  but  as 
this  could  not  anfwer  the  ilated  demands  of  their 
returning  wants,  they  ordered  the  livings  of  thofe 
divines  who  were  againft  the  parliament  to  be  fe- 
qucftrated,  and  given  to  thofe  diftreffed  minifters* 
whom  the  Bifliops  and  the  King's  army  had 
plundered:  for  this  reafon  this  committee  was 
called  the  committee  for  plundered  minifters. 
The  royalifts  in  derifion  call  them  the  commit- 
tee for  plundering  minifters.  This  was  alfj  true, 
for  what  they  gave  to  one  they  took  from  ano- 
ther.' But  the  royalifts  had  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  plundering,  they  had  enjoyed  their  own 
time  of  plundering  the  Puritans  without  any  rea- 
fon at  all,  and  they  could  not  well  expeft  but 
the  Puritans  would  make  reprifals  when  it  was 
ra  their  power.     The  royalaifts  now  proclaimed 
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the  tyranny  of  this  committee  in  the  loadeft 
manner,  but  the  chairman  thereof  took  an  cf** 
fe£hial  method  to  flop  their  mouths;  he  printed 
the  cafes  of  fuch  epifcopal  clergymen,  whofe  liv- 
ings they  had  fequeftrated,  which  exhibited  rea-*- 
fons  for  their  fcqueftration,  of  which  they  were 
ajQiamed.  Many  of  their  lives  were  fo  immoral 
and  vile,  that  they  were  a  difgrace  to  human 
nature,  and  could  not  be  ?ny  way  decently  vin^ 
dicated  by  their  friends.  Prunkennefs,  fwcaring, 
and  fornication  were  their  daily  praftice,  which 
they.purfued  without  blufhing  during  Laud's  ad-r 
xniniftration.  Hiftorians  on  both  fides  of  the 
queftion  agree,  that  thofe  whom  the  parliament 
fequeftrated  were  a  fet  of  as  infampus  clergymen 
as  ever  difgraccd  that  charafter.  The  leading 
charges  brought  agaiqft  mkpy  pf  them  were 
druokennefs,  fwearipg,  and  malignancy  to  the 
parliament,  which  were  fo.  naanifcft  that  their 
friends  were  not  able  to  deny  them.  The  par- 
liament were  as  cautious  as  ppfllble  to  prevent 
unjuft  or  partial  proceedings  in  their  committees^ 
and  ordered  that  no  mail  fhould  be  cenfured  or 
proceeded  againft  without  fufEcient  proof  pf  \?it- 
neiTes,  examined  upon  oath  in  prefence  of  the 
accufed,  and  in  cafe  they  thought  themfclves  in- 
jured, they  might  appeal  to  the  parliament  itfelf 
for  redrefs. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  people  made 
many  invidious  informations  againft  the  church 
clergy ;  but  when  their  behaviour  in  the  late 
times  is  confidercd,    there   need   be    no  wonder, 

that 
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that   the  meafure  cbey  mete  out    to  others  wasF 
nieafured    to    them    again*    They    had  a  ftroi^ 
hand   in  depriving    and  fequeflrkg  the    Puritans, 
who  were  the  objefts  of  the  people's  regard,  and 
they  could  not  well  expeft,  when  the  times  were 
changed,  that  they  Ihould  meet  with  better  treat- 
ment than  they  gave  to  others.    Lord  Clarendon, 
who  is  a  great  apologift  for  the  eftabUihed  cler-^ 
gy  of  thofe  times,   is  obliged  to  allow  that  many 
of   them    behaved    indifcreetly,    and   though  he 
extols  their  learning    and  abilities,    is  forced  to 
confefs  that  many  of  them    were   at  no  proper 
pains  to  adorn  their  charader  with   a  becoming 
converfation.    It  has  been  an  old  practice  among 
all  eftabliihments  to  endeavour  to  make  a  mono- 
poly of  literature  and  wifdom,   and  to  make  the  '< 
world  believe  that  all  non-conformiils   are    illite- 
rate,  weak,  and  enthuiiaftic ;    but  as  learning  and 
knowledge  depends  chiefly  upon  men's  genius  and 
induftry,  any  perfens  endowed  with  capacity,  and 
a  competency  of  fortune,   may  be  as  wife  as  o- 
thers  by  proper  application.     The  Puritans  were 
as  well  qualified  for    the  office  of  the  miniflry, 
as  the  generality  of  their  brethren  in  the  church, 
and  fhewed   as  good  teftimonies  of  learning  and 
judgment  as  any  clergymen  in  thofe  times;    the 
friends  of  the  church  in  this  period  have  there- 
fore fhewed  more  malevolence  than  difcretion  in 
attacking  them  on   that  quarter.    Their  writings 
will  continue  to  be  a  {landing  evidence  of  their 
knowledge  in  literature,    as   long    as  people  are 
difpofed  to  read  impartially  what  the  art  of  print- 
ing hath  handed  down  to  them.  Oa 
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On  the  firft  of  April  this  year  the  parliament 
paiTed  an  ordinance  for  fequeflrating  all  the  real 
and   perfonal  eftatcs   of  fuch    clergy    as    had    or 
fiiould  rife  in  arms,  or  (hould  aiEfl:  in   the    war 
againft  -the  parliament ;    this  aA  extended  alfo  to 
the  papifts^   and  was  intended  to  raife  money    to 
affift  the  i^riiamcnt  in  carrying  on   the    war   a- 
gainft  the  royalifts.    The  commiiSoners  who  were 
employed  iii  ^aoecuxing  this  ordinance  were  ordered 
to  feize  two- thirds  of  the  cftates   of   all  papifts, 
both  real  and  perfonal,   and  on  purpofe  to  difco- 
ver  them,  they  were  authorized  to  tender  them 
the  oath,  wherein  they  were  required  to  renounce 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Biihop  of  Rome,    with  all 
the  capital  doctrines  which  diftinguifh  that  church 
from  proteftant  fodeties.    Many  perfons  of  good 
charafters  fuflfered  by  this  ordinance,  and  loft  their 
cftates  and  livelihoods   by  coming  within  its   fig- 
fiification.     Nothing  except  the  extremity  which 
the  parliament  was  now   driven    to  could  juftify 
fuch  feverc  proceedings;   for  it  was  contrary  to 
all  the  prindples  of  humanity  to  ftrip   their  fel- 
low fubjefts  of  their  fortunes,   and  expofe  them 
to  want  and  beggary. 

Charles  was  not  behind  the  parliament  in  feverc 
cxaflions ;  be  had  been  long  accuftomed  to  rule 
tyrannically,  and  believed  chat  he  was  account- ^ 
able  to  none,  except  the  Almighty,  for  his  regal 
adminiftration.  He  pnbliihed  a  proclamation,  as  a 
counter  order  to  the  parliament's  ordraancc,  for- 
bidding all  his  fubjeds  to  obey  the  commands  of 
the  pariiamcnt,  on  pain  of  rebellion,  and  of  be- 
ing. 
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$ng.  proceeded  againfl:  as  foon  as  his  authority 
tould  reach  them.  Thus  were  the  fubjefls  ex- 
pofed  to  the  royal  vengeance  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  indignation  of  the  parliament  on  the  o- 
ther ;    fuch  were  the  cfFeds  of  this  civil   difcord. 

The  aiTembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter  met  on  ^ 
the  firft  of  July,  in  confequence  of  an  ordinance 
of  parliament,  parfed  the  twelfth  of  June,  this 
fame  year,  when  a  fermon  was  preached  by  Doc- 
tor Twife,  prolociltor  td  the  affembly  before  both 
houfes  of  parliament.  After  which  they  affcm- 
bled,  and  read  the  ordinance  for  their  meeting, 
and  called  over  the  lift  of  the  clergy  who  were 
prefent;  fixty-nine  appeared,  and  thofe  who  were 
abfent  were  marked.  They  adjourned  for  one 
week,  and  then  proceeded  to  bufinefs;  every  di- 
vine bad  four  ihillingS  a  d^y  allowed  him  during 
his  attendance,  which  was  judged  fufficieiit  for 
his  expences.  The  parliament  afTumcd  the  power 
of  chufing  the  prolocutor,  as  •  well  as  that  of 
calling  the  afleinbly;  and  this  fynod  was  as  much 
a  creature  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  as  < 
the  Bi(hops  werfe  Creatures  of  the  King.  By  the 
ordinance  of  parliament,  they  were  reftraincd  from 
cxercifing  any  ecclefiaftical  jurlfdiftion,  except  what 
was  expreffed  in  the  ordinance,  by  Which  they 
were  called  to  that  altembly.  The  King  forbade 
the  meeting  of  this  fynod  by  his  royal  procla- 
mation,  and  declared  that  no  ads  done  by  them 
ought  to  be  received  by  any  of  his  fubjefts;  he 
likewife  threatened  to  proceed  againft  them  ac- 
cording to  the  ftriftefl  rigour,  provided  they  did 

Vol.  III.^  R  not 


(    »30    ) 

«  -  •  *  . 

not  obey  his  proclamation.  Nomith (landing  of 
thofc  royal  comminations,  fixty-ninc  affembled  the 
firft  day  according  to  their  fummons.  They  were 
all  generally  drefled  in  black  coats  and  bands,  in 
imitation  of  the  foreign  proteftant  divines;  there 
were  few  of  the  cpifcopal  clergy  appeared  among 
them,  and  fuch  as  came  at  firft,  foon  withdrew, 
and  came   no  more  to   the  aifembly. 

The  affembly  agreed  upon  the  following  rules 
to  be  obferved  during  the  time  of  their  feffions: 
— ^^*  (i)  That  every  feffion  begin  and*  end  with 
"  prayer.  (2)  That  after  the  firft'  prayer,  the 
"  names  of  all  the  members  be  called  over,  and 
'^  the  names  of  thofe  who  are  abfent  be  marked ; 
y  and  if  any  member  come  afterwards,  be  fliall 
*^  have  liberty  to  give  ia  his  name,  to  the  fcrrbes^ 
'*  (3)  That  every  member,  before  his  admiflion  to 
"  fit  or  vote,  do  take  the  following  oath  or  pro- 
*'  teftation :  " 

I  A.  B.  do  ferioufly  and  folemnly,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Almighty  God,  declare,  that  in  this 
affembly,  whereof  I  am  •a  member,  1  will  not 
maintain  any  thing,  in  matter  of  doftrind,  but 
what  I  believe  in  my  confcicnce  to  be  moft  a- 
grceable  to  the  word  of  God;  or  in  point  of 
dffcipline,  but  what. I  (hall  conceive  to  conduce 
moft  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  and 
peace  of  his  church.  This  proteftation  was  read 
in  the  affembly  every  Monday  morning,  to  keep 
the  members  in  mind  of  their  obligation.  It  is 
manifcft,  from  this  proteftation,  that  the  impofers 
thereof  did  not  believe  church  difcipline  to  be  a 
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doarine  pf  the  >.ord  of  God    fo;  J^ey  evldenri^ 
make  a  diftinftlon  between  the  doannes    of  re- 
"git^  and  difcipline  in  their  folemn  vow;    from 
the  words  of  the  prdteftatibn  it    would  appear   . 
thatThly  thought    God    might    be    glorified  by, 
fome  fort  of  church  difciplinc  which  is  not  con-, 
taincd  in  his  own  word.  . 

Befides  the  regulations  mentioned  above     thev 
ocuucs  V,u,„:„„  .__«  That  the  hour  of 

agreed  upon  the  followmg .— .  mac 
Meeting  be.  ten  in  the  mormng    and  the  after 
<'  noon  be  referved  for  cpmmittees.--.That  three 
«rthe  members    of  the  ^ffembiy  ^e  appomt.^ 
« weekly    as   chaplains,    one    to    the    Houfe    of 
^.  S!  another  to  the  Houfe  of  C°«' ^f. 
«athi;d    to    the  committee  of  both   kmgdom^^ 
-f.  That  all  the  membets  of  the  affembly  have 
«1W  t<^be  covered  except  the  fcnbes;     who 
2rw  rds     were    allowed ,  the    fame    F'V'lege. 
To  Se  the  parliament  fent  other  e.ght  rules  :^ 
?(t)That  two^ffeffors  be  joined   -'^^^'^'^^ 
«  ocutor,    to    fupply    his    abfer.ce        (.)    Th  t 
^<  rcrrbes  be  appointed   wo^«  ^^. .  vo.  .n 

..the  affemWy.    C)  |^ ^^^^^  ,,,  fore-men- 

"entrance  mto  the  ^li"°°^^j^     ^^   refolution  be 
«  tioned  proteftatipn.    (4)  Th«  ^  ^^^^ 

"  given  upon  a   queftion^on    he  ^^         7^^^  ^^ 

«  S:  good  from  the  hoi,  fcrjptur^es.  J)  No 
«  man    Ihall  proceed  m    any    ^  ^-^^  ^^^ 

«  prolocutor  has  cnjomed  hvm  lilence 
« affembly  deare  him  to  go  oa.    (7)    iNo 


^*  fliall  be  denied  the  liberty  of  entering  his  dif- 
**  fent  from  the  affcmbly,  with  his  reafons  for, 
**  it, ,  after  the  point  has  been  .  debated  j  fronoi 
*'  whence  .  it  fhall  be  tranfmitted  to  parliament, 
^^  when  cither  houfe  fhall  require  it.  (8)  AU 
"  things  agreed  upon,  and  prepai'ed  for  tlie  par- 
**  liament,  fhall  be  openly  read  and  allowed  in 
**  the  aflembly,  and  then  offered  as  their  judg- 
*'  ment,  if  the  majority  afT^nt,  provided  that  the 
^'  opinions  of  the  perfons  diffcnting,  with  their 
^'  reafons  be  annexed,  if  they  defire  it,  and  th? 
**  folutions  of  thefe  reafons  by  the  affembly/* 

Having  thus  fettled  the  ipanner  6f  their  pro- 
ceedings, the  parliament  fent  an  order  to  the  af- 
fcmbly to  review  the  thirty-nine'  articles  of  the 
church,;  but  before  they  entered  upon  this  bu-^ 
finefs,  they  petitioned  the  two  houfes  for  a  faft, 
which  was  granted,  and  accordingly  the  twentyr^ 
firft  of  July  was  obferved  as  a  day  of  faftipg 
and  humiliation  by  the  parliament  and  afTembly, 
with  whom  the  citizens  of  London  and  Wcfl- 
minfler  joined.  Dgys  of  fafling  in  thofe  times 
were  religiopfly  obferved,  ^'nd-  ^  flrong  fenfe  of 
religion  appeared  in  th^  outward  behaviour  of 
perfons  of  all  ranks ;  but  their  devotion  was  fp 
, mingled  with  politics,  intolerance,  and  cnthufiafmt 
that  it  mud  appear  ridiculous  to  perfons  who 
Jive  in  a  period  fo  remote,  and  diftant;  and  in 
which  men  enjoy  liberty  of  confciencc,  to  make 
the  beft  ufe  they  can  of  divine  revelation,  Thofe 
days  of  humiliation,  though  in  themfelvcs  laud-: 
fifclp,   were  fpent  for  tl^e  moft   part   in   grievous 

complaints 
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complaints  of  other  men's  fins  and  politics;  and 
the  preachers  endeavoured  to  work  up  the  minds 
of  th^ir  audience  to  a  hearty  antipathy  againft  aJS 
thofe  who  were  not  well  difpofed  to  uniformity 
of  opinions.  They  branded  every  diffenter  from 
theit  opinions  with  the  odious  name  of  ft6laryj 
and  expofed  them  to  the  hatred  and  revenge  of  , 
the  people,  whom  they  endeavoured  to  perfuade, 
that  nothing,  except  this  new  mcchod  of  uniformity, 
was  well  pleafing  to  the  Almighty. 

The  day  after  this  faft,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  confider  what  amendments  were  necef- 
fary  to  be  ^made  in  the  doftrinal  articles  ^f  the 
church,  and  to  givte  in  their  report  to  the  af- 
fembly.  The  firfl:  fifteen  articles  fervcd  them  for 
ten  weeks,  and  many  Idng  debates  were  held 
concerning '  them.  The  principal  difficulties  which 
perplexed  them  were,  to  ftrengihen  the.  articles 
againfl:  arminianifm,  and  at  the  ^mte  time  to 
guard   them   againd  antinomianifm. 

Doftor  Crifp,  Eaton,  and  Saltnjarlh,  had  writ- 
ten fome  wild  opinions  concerning  grace,  and  in 
the  way  of  recommending  the  grace  of  God,  had 
given  occafion'  to  licentioufnefs ;  the  arminians 
jproceeded  in  the  oppofite  trafl:,  and  fdl.intp  a 
contrary  extreme.  Saltmarih  and  Eaton  were 
confidered  as  antinomians,  whofe  do6lrines  were 
calculated  to  remove  the  force  of .  moral .  obliga* 
tion.  The  reafons  why  tl^eir  adverfaries  diarged 
them  with  this  opinion  was,  becaufe  they  denied 
that  finners-are  juftified  for  their  worbsV  fake^ 
and  affirmed  that  believers  were  accepted  ja  the 
\  '•  fight 
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fight  of  God  merely  on  account  of  the  pcrfcft 
obedience  of  Chrift.     To  this    fentiment,^  which 
is  abundantly  orthodox,   they  added  feveral  others 
extremely  abfurd ;    fuch  as.    That  .Wievers    are 
under  zio  obligation    to   keep    the    law,    becauic 
that.  Chrift   bath:   done    it  for    them;    and   that 
they  are  fo  united  to  Chrift,   and  the  Almighty, 
that  they  are  in  a  fenfe  Goded  and  Chrifted,  a^ 
they  abfurd ly    expreiTed    thcmfelvcs.     Their   ad-^ 
yerfaries  made,  an   handle  of    ihofe    latter    abfurcj 
opinions,  -  and  accufed   thism..  of  error  on,  account 
of  theiBj  but  they  were  np  Jefs  their  >  epenjics  oa 
ftccoum  of  the  .firft. ,,  The   armioians,  -  and.  even 
ihofc   who  pretended,  to  .fcigh^r  ^fteem    for   th^ 
doftriaes  6f ,  free  gra<;^j   coold   not  perceive  « the 
Ufe  of  good  works,  and^ia  hply  lifjey.  u^lefs  .they 
cmitlcd :  jhetri  to  the  diving    ]favour,     and   fccep- 
taiice  iwiih  God;  .they  ther^ore  bran4ed  all  per- 
ibns  with  -^hd  vHtbc  of   Bntinomians,     who    eftar 
biiftied  a  (Inner's  acceptance  with  God  upon  xh^ 
atonenifidt    oT   Jefus  -Ghriil,    without  any   works 
of  tbe  1^,.  or  a£^s  of  th^  human  mind     T'^^Y 
tonfid^cd   juftification .  as   ;a  fort  .pf  a  treaty  be- 
tween God  and  iinners,,  th^  terms  of  ^hioh  were 
£aith  add    ah   appropriation    pf    Chrift    and    his 
righteoo&cfs ;    thofe  who  were  able   to,  fulfil  th? 
terms  of .  acceptance  were  confidered  as  worthy  to 
be  Juftified,    but  the;  abfolutely    wo^thlefs    were 
left  ta  condemnation.    The    arminians   w^re   th^ 
feireft  of  the  two  parries;   for  they  affirmed,  th^ 
finners '  niuft  obey  the  law  in  order  to    be  jufti^ 
fied:^by  this  mean&thev.  made  them  iHiderftand 
'^   .  what 
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what  they  had  to  do  before  they  wcrfe  accepted; 
but  the  others  required  what  was  as  difficult  as 
obedience,  and  yet  they  called  it  nothing.  Up- 
on this  footing  ftood  the  controverfy  between  the 
orthodox   members    of  the    Weftminfter  affembly, 

.   the  arminians,   and  antinomians. 

The  parliament  fearing  the  cncreafe  of  the 
King's  party,  fent  comniiflioners  to  Edinburgh  to 
invite  the  ^Scots  to  their  afliftance;  the^Earl  of 
Rutland,  Sir  -William  Armym,  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
and  Meflrs  Fletcher  and  Darley  were  of  this 
commiffion;   to  which  were  added,     two    divines, 

'  Meflrs  Mafftial  and  Nye.     The  commiflioners  ar- 
rived at  Edinburgh,   Auguft  the  ninth,  and  were 
kfiidly  received "  by    the    aflembly,    who  propofed 
that  they  fliould  enter  into  a  folemn  league  and     W 
covenant,    for  themfelvcs  and    pofterity,  for  the, 
defence  of  religfon;    and  that  they  ihall  promife 
'that ^11  things   be  done  in    the    houfc    of  Godjj^ 
according  to  his  will.    To  fettle  this  matter  the 
aflembly    appointed    commiflioners    to    repair    to 
London,  who  ftiould  attend  the  general  aflembly 
at  Weftmitifl:er,    and  reconlraend    to    the    cftates 
now  aflembled,    to  carry  on  the  war.     They  re- 
commended this  war  the  more  zealoufly,   becaufe  , 
it  Was  for  the  propagation  *  of   religion,   and    fof 
fupporting  the  proteftant  faith,    which   was    now  \ 
in  danger.    To  enforce  their  advice,  they  alledged 
that  they  were   bound  in  gratitude  to   aflift    the 
Engiifli,  who*  had  aflifted  them  in   the  times  of 
the  reformation, '  when  they  were  ready  to  have 
been  fwallowed  up  by  their  enemies:  and  feeing 

the 
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the  two  churches  were  upon  the  feme  bottom^' 
with  rcfpeft  to  the  capital  points  in  religioo,  and 
there  was  a  great  likelihood  of  a  perfeft  unifdr- 
Hiity  to  take  place  between  them,  it  was  their 
duty  and  intereft  to  afllft  their  brethren  in  Eng- 
land with'  all  expedition.  They  affirmed  further, 
that  though  the  King  had  done  many ,  things  to 
their  fatisfaflion,  yet  they  could  not  truft  him, 
becaufe  he  had  in  former  cafes  given  fuch  ma- 
nifeft  proofs  of  inconftancy  and  ficklenefs. 

Commiifioners  were  appointed  to  proceed  to 
London  with  all  expedition,  who  ihould  wait  up- 
on the  aflembly  at  Weftminfler,  and  fettle  all  the 
preliminaries  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  church* 
Their  inftru£lions  were  exprefs  and  particular } 
they  were  ordered  to  infift  upon  the  extirpation 
of  popery,  prelacy,  hcrefy,  fchifm,  fcepticifm,  and 
idolatry;  and  to  endeavour,  by  all  poffible  means, 
to  bring  the  two  kingdoms  to  an  union,  in  faith, 
worfhip,    church  government,    and  difciplihe. 

The  Englilh  commiffioners,  who  had  been  ac 
Edinburgh,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  parlia- 
ment, that  the  Scots  would  live  and  die  with 
them,  provided  they  would  (wear  the  covenant, 
and  ufed  all  the  arguments  they  could  to  bring 
about  this  dellgn.  The  commiilloners  from  Scot- 
land, as  foon  as  they  arrived  at  London,  'pre* 
fented  their  covenant  to  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, who  refered  it  to  the  aflembly  of  divines, 
J  where  it  met  with  fome  oppoCtion.  Some  mem- 
bers of  the  Wcflminftcr  aiTembly  were  for  a  fort 
of  cpifcopacy^  or  a  prcfidcnt,  to  fupcrintend  every 
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presbytery ;  the  Scots  were  for  atjurmg  and  a- 
boiifiiiDg  the  whole.  The  Englifh>  at  this  time, 
were  in  a  great  meafure  forced  into  the  fcheme 
of  the  Scots  presbyterians,  for  they  could  not 
maintain  their  ground  without  their  aid^  and  were 
obliged  to  comply  with  fome  things  they  did 
not  approve,  for  fear  of  oflFending  them*  Both 
parties  impofed  a  cheat  upon  one  another;  for 
the  Englilh  put  that  claufe  into  the  folemn  league^ 
Of  reforming  the  church  according  to  the  word  ef 
Go4^'  which  they  imagined  freed  them  frcra  all 
obligation  of  doing  what  was  contrary  to  that 
rule ;  but  the  Scots  telied  upon  another  claufe, 
which  they  thought  fecured  the  whole  intention 
of  their  presbytery :  the  clanfe  was  this,  Accord^ 
ing   to   thefraStUeofthebeft   reformed  churches. 

Each  party  with  thefe  falvos  imagined  they  might 
fafely  fwear  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  yet 
they  were  far  from  meaning  the  fame  thing  in 
their  praftifing  it.  The  Engliih  confidered  it  as 
an  obligation  to  abolifh  diocefan  epifcopacy,  which 
they  were  well  enough  inclined  to,  but  did  not 
look  upon  it  as  an  engagement  to  profefs  the 
Scots  presbytery :  the  Scots  viewed  it  as  a  fp* 
lemn  oath,  eftabliftung  the  presbyterian  perfuafioQ 
in  England  as  well  as  in  Scotland,  and  thought 
that  they  had  now  the .  Englifli .  parliament  fairly 
engaged  to  be  presbyterians,  but  they,  found  them-* 
felves  deceived  in  the  end.  After  both  parties 
had  ^eavoured  to  outwit  oxxt  another  by  ikl* 
vos  and  amendments,  the  covenant  pafled,  and 
was  ordered  to  he  (worn  by  .all  the  people  of 
England  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
Vol.  IIL  S-  Ths 
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.  cu.tcd  '  by  the  Rbman  catholics  'againfl:  the  pro- 
feftants  in  former  times.  The  covenanters  in  their 
firft  fetting  but  have  brought  a  blot'  upon  their 
charafler  and  principles,  which  time  itfclf  will 
never  wipe  out.  Could  any  thing  be  more  con- 
trary to  the  genius  of  the  gofpel,  and  Clocking 
to  humanity,  than,  becaufe  men  could  not  in 
confcience  (wear  to  every  point  of  religion  with: 
lihe  reft,  that  they  (hould  be  ftripped  of  every 
enjoyment  which  belongisd  to  them  as  men"  and 
Chriftians  ?  The  reformers  of  thoie  itimes  com*' 
plained  of  the  Bifho^s  with  an  ill  grace;  they 
prfefently  pradHfed  the  I  fame  iniquity  they  former- 
ly complained  of  in  others.  This  violent  prac- 
^ce  of  the  covenanters  ihews  that  the  people  b£ 
thoie  ;times,  however  much  they  were  againft  the 

;^  Bjfhop  of  Rome,   and  the  popi£h  forms  of  reli- 

gious worfliip,  were  yet  ftrdngly  attached  to  fome 

1  pf  the  moft  dangerous  articles  of  popery.    They 

Were  in  one  thing  more  abfurd  than  any  Roman 
catholics ;  -  for  at  the  fame  lime  that ,  they  were 
perfecuting  others  for  difference  in  opinion  in'  the 
moft  barbarous  manner,  they  allowed,  that  they 
might  be  faved,  though  they  were  ijot  pf  their 
communion ;  fo  they  perfecuted  thofe  whom  they 
durft  not  declare  altogether  enemies  to  God.  But  the 
papifts  confidered  all  who- are  without  then- church 
in  a  ftate  of  damnation;  fo  when  they  perfecuted 
ihem,  they  perfecuted  them  as  children  of  the  devil, 
who  have  no  right  or  title  to  any  of  the  enjoy** 
ments  of  this  pref«t  life. 

^^  The  fcvcre  manner  .in  which  this  covenant  was 

4*..  1  impofcd 
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itnpofedy  VfWl  ftand  in  hiftory  as  a  monument  of 
the  barbarity  of  thofc  times,  and  inform  pofterity 
how 'the  zealous  people  of  that  period  prbftituted 
chriftiamty,  for  bafe  and  felfifli  purpofes.  It  was 
pot  accounted  fufBcient  to  impofe  this  barbarous 
path  on  the  fubjefls  of  Britain  at  home,  but 
thofe  who  rcfided  in  foreign  parts  were  com- 
5Jandted  to  fwear  it.\.  Mr  Strickland,  the  parlia- 
ment's agent  at  the; Hague,,  was  ordered  to  ten- 
der the  covenant  tp  :all  the  Englifli  in  thofe 
parts,  and  to  certify  the.  names  of  thofe ., who  re- 
fufed.  The  Eleftor  Palatine  took  it,, and  came 
at  laft  jntp  England,  and  humbled  himfelf  to  fit 
in  the,  ^fljembly  of  divine^*  There  were  not  want- 
ing both;  thrcatenings  and  examples  to  force  thQ 
ihbjefts  fp  take  this  covenant ;  if  the  fear.  of.  lo- 
fing  eftates  and  liberty  could  work ,  upon  the  minds 
of .  men  io  make  them  obey,  the,  laws  which: 
W(;re  made,  by  thp  Englifli  and  Scots  parKamcAts,' 
were  fufficicnt  to  enforce  terror  to  the  ,  haghcflr 
degrde. .  It  was  ordered  by  the  Lords  apd  Gonin 
mons  '  that  po  perfpn  (hould  be  capable  .  of  being* 
elefted  a  common  cPpncil  inan  of  ^  the* ;  city,  of 
I»ondon,  or  have  a.  vo(cq  in  .  thofe  eleaipns,  who 
did  not  take  the  cpvepant*..  No  office  , facred^  ci- 
vil,, or  military,  could  be  obtaine4  without,  the 
candidate  firll  fwore  the.  folemn  jca^ue  and;  cove- 
nant. It  was  now  the  teft  .of  fitnefs-fpr  d^ery- 
office,  for  nothing^  could  be  done,  without,  it. 
This  ftrange  impofition  opened  a  door  for  ,hy-* 
pocrify  and  deceit;  for  many  took  the  covenant 
gs  a  te(l  pf  office  who  nevqr  intended  to  obferve, 

one 
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one  fingle  arncfe  thereof  t  ifaeft  became  npw 
hardened  In  fwearmg,  and  the  fear  of  an  oath 
Wore  altogether  ttf  thcrr  mitids;  fideKty  and 
truth  declmed  duiiy,  and  apoftacies  i^ere  in  a 
&ort  time  as  uniterfal  as  the  pra£^ice  of  fwe^rilig. 
As  foon  as  the  King  heard  of  this  foletbn  leagtue^ 
he  forbade  all  hi$  fubjeds  to  fwear  it^  and'  itfued 
a  declaration  for  Scotland,  charging  his  fubjeds 
in  that  Aatioii,  of  whatever  rank  or  degree,  up^- 
on  their  allegiance,  not  to  fwear  that  .tf^ltferdtie 
and  feditious  cotenanty  as  it  was  called  in  the 
declaration,  •  as  they  Would  -antwer  at  ^!*eir  peril* 
I'he  ftate^  of  the  kingdofti  took  no  Iflafaner  6f 
notice  of  this  declariition,  further  than  fending 
the  reafons  of  their  behiaviour  to  the  Kifii^,  with 
an  advice  to  him  to  take  the  eOvetent*  This 
Was  to  no  ^urpofe>  and  was  confidered  by  'Chaflfes 
as  an  a&ont  offered  to  him.  It  appears  tb  have 
been  an  unfeafonabie  propofal;  for  it  was  not 
Very  probable  that  Charles  would  agree  to  their 
wcafures,  when  they  Wei^e  overturning  a « febrk 
of  chui^ch^  and  ftate  policy,  which  \it  <[»nfidered 
a»  eft^lifli^  u|)o&  divine  rights 
•  The'  iinpofing  this  fokn^n  kague  produced 
ftran^e  cldeJ^s;  confcientious  miniftei's,  Who  ^i^ld 
fiot  conform  in  %his  particular,  were  tui-ned  out 
of  their  livings,  and  fet  a-drift  in  the  world,  ex- 
^fed  to  want  and  diftrcft.  Inftead  of  proving 
&6b  aj^itifl:  thetn  by  evidence,  the  covenant  was 
tendered  td  them,  ^nd  va  cafe  they  fefufed,  they 
*erc  turned  biit  of  their  livings,  as  difaflfefted  to 
the  parliament.  This  was  an  imitation  of  for- 
mer 
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m^r  times-,  and  fefcii^blcd  the  oath  which  the 
Bi(hops  irapofed  ex  oj^cio.  Some  rainifters  refufedf 
who  were  winked  at,  fuch  as  Mr  Baxter,  and  fomc 
others ;  but  all  who  were  fufpefled  of  being 
friends  to  the  King  were  allowed  no  indulgence. 
An  exhortation  was  publilhed  to  perfuade  all 
perfpns  to  take  the  covenant;  to  which  was  join- 
ed, al^wers  to  the  objeftions  which  were  made 
againft  .k.  Many  of  the  objections  and  anfwcrs 
to  them;;^rc  equally  mean  ^d  childiih;  the  mofl 
part  of  t^e  objections  are  political,  and  the  aaf- 
fwers  are  in  the  fame  ftile.  The  merits  of  the 
c^ufe  is  totally  overlooked,  and  the  morality  of, 
the  practice  altogether  unnoticed.  Along  with 
this  exhortation  and  reafons  were  difperfed  or- 
ders and  inftruSions  for  fending  copies  of  the 
c;ovenaat  to  all  commanders  in  chief,  and  gover- 
nors of  towns,  forts,  garrifons,  aad  foldiers,  that 
,it  might  be  taken  by  all  foldiers  under  their 
command.^ 

Though 

*  The  fikmn  League  and  Covenant* 
We,  Noblemen,  Barons,  Knights,  Gentlemen,  Citizens,  Buigcfl*cs, 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Commons  of  all  forts,  in  the  kingdoms 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  by  the  providence  of  God,  Jiving 
^ under  one  King,  and  being  of  o/ie  reformed  religion,  .having  before 
our  eyes  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrill,  the  honour  and  happinefs  of 
the  King's  Majefty,  and  his  poftcrity,  and  the  true  public  liberty, 
fafety,  and  peace  of  the  kingdoms,  wherein  every  one's  private  con- 
dition is  mcluded;  and  calling  ^a  ijtiind  the  treacherous  and  bloody- 
plots,  xoK4>iracies,  attempt$,  and  pradtices  of  the  enemies  of  God 
againA  the  true  religion,  and  profeHbrs  thereof  in  all  places,  efpe- 
dally  in  tbeie  three  kingdoms,  ever  iince  the  reformation  of  reli- 
gion;  and  how  much  th«ir  rage,  power,  and  prefumption,  are -of 
lat^,  a>nd  at  this  time,  encrca(ed  and  exercifed;  wj^ereof  the  deplos 
sable  tStaXc  of  ihe  church  and  kingdom,  of  Ireland,  the  difljxiCed.  u 
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Though  the  hierarchy  was,  not  f^t  afide  by  aft 
of  parliament,  yet  it  was  as  good  as  ^  diflblved 
by  fwearing  'the  folemn  league  and  covenant: 
the  ecclefiaftical  courts  were  now  at  an  end,  there 

was 

ftate  of  the  church  and  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  dangerous 
cftate  of  the  church  atid  kingdom  of  Scotland,  are  prefent.and  pub- 
lic tcftimonies;  who  have  (nOAv  at  laft)  after  other  means  of  AippU- 
cation,  rcmonftranc^,  proteftations,  and  fufferings,  for  the  prcfer- 
vation  of  our  live^  and  our  religion  from  utter  ruin  and  dedrudfcion, 
according  to  the  commendable  pracSkice  of  thofe  kingdoms  in  for-* 
;  mer  times,  and  the  examples  of  God's  people  *in  other  pations,  af- 
ter mutinre  deliberation,  rcfolved  and  determined  to.  enter  into  a 
folemn  league  and  covenant,  wherein  we  all  fubfcribe,  and  each* 
one  of  us  for  himfelf,  with  our  hands  lifted  up  to  the  moil  high 
God,  do  fwear  : 

I  ft,  That  we  fliall  finccrely,  really,  and  conftantly,  through  the 
grace  of  God,  endeavour  in  our  fcvetal  places  and  callings,  the  pre- 
iervation  of  the  reformed  religion  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  in 
dodlrine,  worfhip,  difcipline,  and  government,  againft  our  common 
enemies.;  the  reformation  of  religion  in  the  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Ireland,  in  docbrine,  worfhip,  difcipline,  and  government,  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  example  of  the  beft  reformed 
churches ;  and  'we  fhall  endeavour  to  bring  the  church  of  God  ia 
the  three  kingdoms  to  the  neareft  cOBJun(5lion,  and  uniformity  in 
religion,  confeiTion  of  faith,  form  of  church  government,  directory 
for  worfhip,  and  catechifing,  that  we,  and  our  pofteiity  after  us, 
may,  as  brethren,  live  in  faith  aud  love,  and  the  Lord  may  delight 
to  dwell  in  the  midft  of  us. 

ad,  That  we  fliall,  in  like  manner,  without  refpei^  of  perfons, 
endeavour  the  extirpation  of  popery,  (that  is,  church  government 
by  Archbifliops,  Bifliops,  their  Chancellors  and  CommifTarics,  Deans, 
Deans  and  Chapters,  Archdeacons,  and  all  other  ^ccclcilaftical  officers 
depending  on  that  liierarchy)  fuperftition,  herefy,  fchifin,  profanenefs, 
and  whatfoever  ihali  be  found  to  be  contrary  to  found  dodbine, 
and  the  power  of  godlinefs,  left  we  partake  in  other  men's  fins,  and 
thereby  be  in  danger  to  receive  of  their  plagues;  and  that  the  Lord 
may  be  one,  and  his  name  one,   in  the  three  kingdoms. 

3d,  We  fhall  with  the  fame  rcsility,  iincerity,  and  conftancy,  in 
our  feveral  vocations,  cndeavoiur  with  our  eftates  and  lives,  mum- 
ally  to  preierve  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  parliaments,     and 
the  Ubenicft  of  the  kingdoms,  and    to  piefcrve  and   defend    the 
p  Kin£ft 
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was  no  refpe£t  paidl  to  habits,  canotfs,  ceremo- 
nies, or  common  prayer.  The  Archbiflaop  of 
Canterbury  was  prohibited  from  collating  any  bc^ 
nefices  in  his  gift,  except  to  perfoiis  nominated 
by  the  parliament:  and  for  difobeyiqg  their  a!tt- 
thoricy  he  was  fufpended  ab  officio  («?  beneficio^ 
and  from  all  his  archiepifcopal  jurifdi^on,  MxkxA 
VoL  III.  T  he 

m 

King's  Majefty's  pcrfon  and  authority,  in  the  prefervation  and.  de- 
lience  of  the  true  religion  and  liberties  of  the  kingdoms,  that  the 
"^vorld  may  bea^  ivknefs,  with  our  confciences,  of  our  loyalty;  and 
that  we  have  no  thoughts  or  intentions  to  diminiih  his  Maje(ly*s 
juft  powci:  and  gteatnefs. 

4th,  We  ihall  alfo,  with  all  faithfulnefs,  endeavour  the  difcovery 
of  all  A^ch  a^  have  or  {hall  be  iacendiaries,-  maligaants,  or  evU  in* 
ftrumcnts,:  *  by  hindeiii^g  the  reformation  of  religion,  dividing  tht- 
King  from  his  people,  or  one  of  the  kingdoms  from  another,  or' 
making  any  fa^OBs  or  parties  among  the  people,  contrary  to  the 
league  and  covenant,  chat  th^  may  be  brought  to  public  trial,  and- 
vecdye  condign  ^uniflnnent,  as  the  degree  of  tJieir  offences  ihallv 
i%^it«  Oj  4cAftve,  of  tl^  fuppeme  judicatories  of  both  kingdoms' 
i%rpe<5l:ivdy,  or  others^  kaving  power  from  theaoi  for  that  efie<3;»* 
fliall.judgfc  cttnvenient. 

5-  And  ^liereUs  the  hap^^in^fs  of  ft  bidted  peace  betweeti  thefb' 
kingdoms,  denied  in  former  times  to  6\xt  progenitors,  is  by  the- 
good  providence  of  God'  giunted  unto  us-,  and  has  been-  lately 
C49xlelAded  and  fettled?  by  b6th  parUamentf,  we  fiiaH,-  each  one  of 
lis,  according;  to  our  glades  and  intere(b^  endeavour  that  they  roAf 
mnain  conjoined  'in  a  firm  pl^tMte  ^Md  unioii  to  aM  ^^ofterky,.  and 
that  ju(tic€  may  be  done  cm  all  the  v^ftil  dfpofer^  thereof,  in  man- 
ner expteited  iA  the  precedent  Snides. 

6.  We  fliall  alfo,  according  to  out"  places  and  dalltngi^,  in  this  c(Mtnnioii 
caufe  of  religion,  liberty,  and  peace  of  the  kiilgdbm;  affift  and  de-' 
fend  all  thofe  that  enter  into  this  lea||ue  and  covenant,  in  the  main<- 
Utntng  attd  purftiing  thereof,  and  fliaU  not  fiidfer  our^felves,  dii^edlly 
or  indire<aiy,  by  whatfbever  combination^  perfuafioii,  or  terror,  to 
be  divided  and  withdrawn  ^otSx  tjiis  Bleifed  union  and  conjuiK^on, 
whctficr  to  make  deficAion  to  the  contrary  patt.  Or  p^t  ourielyea 
to  a  dctcftable  ind^fftrcncy  Or  ncutialtty  in  this  caufe,  which  -€0 
inittdi  cohccmcth  the  glory  of  God,  the  gootf  of  the  kingdoms,  and 
honour  of  the  King;  but  iltaU,  ^  t!hc  da^  4^  our  Itvcs,  zeafouHy, 

and 
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he  fhould  be  acquitted  of  or  conviftcd  of  high 
trcafon,  of  which  he  waa  mpeached.  From  one 
diforder  they  ran  into  another ;  for  the  Earl  of 
Manchefter  and  Lord  Fairfax  were  authorifed  t6 
fupply  vacant  congregations,  by  an  ordinance  of 
parliament  bearing  date  February  twenty-fevcnth. 
This  was  transferring  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftions  from 
the  BiQiops   to   military   officers,    which  was    full 

as 

and  conftantly  continue  therein  againft  all  oppofition,  and  ptomotc 
the  iamc  accorditig  to  Ottr  power,  againd  all  lets  and  impediments 
whatfoever;  and  what  we  are  not  able  ourfelvcs  to  fupprefs  or  o- 
vercome,  we  (hall  reveal  and  make  known,  that  it  may  be  timely 
prevented  or  rcm6vcd. 

And  becaufe  thcfe  kingdoms  arc  guilty  of  many  fins  and  pro* 
▼ocations  againft  God,   and  his  Ton  Jefas  Chrift,  as  is  too  manifeft 
by  our  prefcnt  diftreffes  and  dangers;  the  fruiu  thereof,  we  profefs 
and  declare  before  God  and  the  world,   our  unfeigned  defire  to  be 
humbled  for  our   own  fins,  and  for   the   fins   of   thefe   kingdoms; 
efpecially  that   we  have  not,    as  we   ought,    valued  the  ineftimable 
benefit  of  the  gofpel;    that  we  have  not    laboured    for   the  purity 
and  power  thereof;  and  that  we  have  not  endeavoured  to  receive 
Chrift  in   our  hearts,  nor  to    walk  worthy  of-  him    in    our   Irvet, 
which  are  the  caule  of  other  fins  and  tranrgreffions,  fo  much  abound- 
ing amongft  us;    aud  our  true  and    unfeigned  purgoie,   defire    and- 
endeavour  for  ourfelves,   and  all  others  under  our  charge,  both  in 
publicand*private,  in  all  duties  we  owe  to  God  and  man,  to  amend 
our  lives,  aud  each  one  to  go  before  another  in  the  example  of  a  real 
reformation,   that    the  Lord  may  turn  away  his  wrath  a^d  heavy 
indignation,  •  and  efiabliih  theie  churches  and  kingdoms  in  truth  and 
peace.    And  this  covenant  we  make   in  the  prefence    of  Almighty 
God,  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,    with  a ,  true  intention  to  perform 
the  fame,  as  we  (haU  anfwer  ^f.  that  great  day,   when  the  fecrets 
of  all  hearts  fhall  be   difdofed,   moft  humbly  befeeching  the  Jjotd 
to  firengthen  us  by  his  holy  fpirit  for  this  end,    and  to  blefs  our 
defires  and  proceedings  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  may  be  a  delivecance 
and  fafety  to  his  people,   and  encouragement  to  the  chriftiaii  churches 
groaning  under  or  in  danger  of  the  yoke  of  antichriftian    tyranny, 
to  join  with    the  fame,    or  like    atteftation    and   covenant  to  the 
glory  of  God,  the  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
the  peace  and  tnmquility  of  chriftian  kingdonu  and  comoMnwealtks. 
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as  Irregular  as  the'  ecclefiaftical  fupremacy  of  Bi« 
ihops  oyer  the  reft  of  the   clergy.   , 

The  affembly  at  laft  appointed  a  conunittee  to 
examine  fuch  clergymen  as.ihould  be  admitted  to 
any  congregation  during  the  prefent  unfettled 
ftate  of  the  church.  The  minifters  who  were  of 
this  committee  were,  the  Doftors  Gouge,  Staun- 
ton, Ligl^tfoot,  Smith,  Temple,  Tuckney,  Hoylc, 
Burgefs,  Spurftow,  and  Meffrs  Ley,  Reynolds, 
0)nant,  Gower,  Coleman,  Hill,  Corbet,  Gataker, 
Herlc,  Hall>  Whitaker,  Bathurft  and  Cheynel.  Thefe 
divines  had  power  to  examine  all  candidates  who 
Were  recommended,  to  livings  by  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  and  they  proceeded  in  the  following 
manner.  The  names  of  the  candidates  were  read 
in  the  affembly  two  or  three  days  before  the 
trial,  and  liberty  was  given  for  any  to  make  ex-, 
ceptions  to  their  chara6lers;  if  nothing  was  ob- 
jfefteA  againft  them,  they  were  examined  by  the 
committee  or  any  five  of  them,  who  reported  their 
qualifications  to  the  houfe,  upon  which  each  can-. 
didate  received  a  certificate  from  the  affembly  ia 
the  following  form. 

*'  According  to  an  order  bearing  (Jate- from 

"  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for 
*'  plundered  minifters  to  the  committee  of  divines 
^'  for  the  examination  of  A.  B.  concerning  his 
<*  fitnefs  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  fe- 
^  qiieftration  of  the  church  of  — —  in  the  coun*^ 

^'  ty  of  '  and    fo    to  officiate    in    the   cure 

*^  thereof,  thefe  are  to  certify  the  faid  committee 
<^  of  plundered   minifters,    that  upon  examination 

T  *  ''of 
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'*  of  the  faid  A.  B.  and  fomc  trial  of  his  gifts 
'*  and  abilities,  we  conceive  him  fit  to  officiate  ia 

'*  the.  cure  of in  the  ccainty  aforefaid.    In 

^^witnefs   whereof  we  have   hereunto   fuWcribed 
^  our  names/* 

This  year  the    following    rcwarkable    perfopj 
died/  William  ChiHingwortb^  Mr  Hampden,   and 
^f  Pjrna.     Mr    Chiljingworth  was  a   perfon  of 
great  abilities,  and  a  ff ee  enquirer  into  religious 
principles!.    He  turned  Roman  catholic   after  he 
had  embraced  the  proteftant  religion^  but  npt  b€<« 
ing  fatisfied  with  their  principles  he  turned  pro- 
teftant    again,    and    wrote    a  book,  entitled,  thi 
religion  ef  frotefiants,   a  fafi   way    tofahatimi 
wherdn  he  gives  great  attention  to  the  fcripcurdi 
and   does  great  honour  to  the   proteftant    caufe. 
Some  of  the  narrow-minded  people  of  thoie  times 
have  branded .  him  wijtb  the  title  of  Arian^    but 
it  does  not  appear  from  his  works  that  he  wa$ 
inclined  to  that  opinion.     Mr  Hampden  and  Mp 
Pym  were  both  men  of  great  abilities,    and  had 
a  great  ihare  in  the  public  tranfa£lions  in  the  long 
parliament  as  long  as  they  lived.     Hampden  was 
one  of  the  mofl  famous  patriots  in   his  time ;   he 
withftood  the  King  in  the  matter  of  the  ihip  money ,^ 
and  flood  a  trial  with  hii^,.  which  raifed  his  re- 
putation throughout  all  the  nation :   he  was  efteem- 
ed  a  very  honed    man  and    univerfally  regarded 
on  that   account.     He  was  one  of   the  greate(l 
men  of  the  age  in  which   he  lived.     The  par- 
liament loft  one  of  their   belt    members  by  his 
death, 

Mr 
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Mr  I^ra  Was  a  man  of  great  capacity  for  bu- 
finefsy  aad  uiiderflopd  the  avail's  ,  of  parliament 
thoroughly;  he  was  a  grave  man,  ami  a  good 
prator,  he  could  frequently  turn  the^houfe  by 
his  fpeeches  whither  he  liad  a  .mind:  be  ieecos 
to  have  been  a  zealous  oppofer  of  the  courts  and' 
a  ftrenuous  fuppbrter  of  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
je£t  He  was  ojie  of  the  lay  members  in  the  af-* 
iembly  of  diyinesy  and  at  the  head  of  all  pubUc 
affairs.  He  wafted  his  conftitution  with  bufinefi, 
which  put  an  end  to  his  days  at  a  time  when 
bij  party  could  but  ill  haye  wanted  him.  Tht 
royalifts  were  glad  at  his  deaths  and  publifhed 
many  faKhoods  upon  him  after  he  was  dead.  ^ 
ibort  time  before  he  died  he  publiftxed  a  vindi- 
cation of  himfelf,  which  effeftually  wiped'  off  the 
reproaches  dF  his  adverfaries^  and  cleared  his  cha<» 
rafter  from  all  the  afperfions  which'  they  had 
unjuftly  caft  upon  it.  The  death  of  Hampden 
and  Pym  was  a  great  lols  to  their  party ;  they 
were  both  m^n  of  good  fenfc,  good  charafter, 
and  zealous  patriots:  their  example  and  advice 
was  of  great  fervice  for  encouraging  others  to 
fupport  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

This   year    contains  feveral    remarkable      ^ 
occurrences;    the  fortune    of   each    party'       ^'^* 
changed  by  tpms.  '  The  Earl  of  Effex  was  de-  . 
feated  by  the  King  in  the  Weft,   and  the  King 
himfelf   defeated    by    the    parliament's  forces   at 
Newbury.    The  independents   oppofed  the    pro- 
ceedings of  the  Presbyterians  in  the  affembly,  and 
Archbifliop  Laud,   the  enemy  of  them  both,  lofl:  W 
his  head.  The 


^ 
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The  impofing  of  the  covenant  made  great  al- 
terations in  the  univerlities :  all  the  royalifts  who 
refufed  to  take  the  covenant  were  turned  out 
and  others  put  in  their  place.  Cambridge  fuffered 
coniiderable  alterations ;  eleven  mailers  were  turned 
out  of  the  feveral  halls^  and  others^  by  the  or- 
der of  the  parliament's  commiflioners,  put  in  their 
room.  It  was  alledged  that  thofe  who  fucceeded 
to  the  excluded  members  were  illiterate  and  infuf- 
ficient  for  the  offices  they  were  placed  in,  and 
no  way  qualified  to  be  mailers  in  a  univerfity : 
but  this  was  only  the  language  of  their  enemies^ 
whMwere  not  difpofcd  to  fay  aby.  good  of  them. 
The  new  maftcrs  were  both  learned  and  diligent 
in  their  office,  and  if  any  of  them  were  not 
fuch  perfeft  fcholars  as  thofe  who  were  expelled, 
they  made  up  by  induftry  what  they  wanted  in 
literature.  Some  of  thofe  new  profeffijrs  were 
equal  to  any  in  that  age  for  ikill  in^human  learn-* 
ing,  and  were  an  ornament  to  their  profeffion. 
It  muft  however  be  allowed  that  the  parliament 
a£led  in  a  very  arbitrary  manner  in  excluding  the 
mailers  of  the  univerfities^  becaufe  they  could  not 
in  confcience  fwear  the  folemn  league  and  cove- 
nant: this  was  doing  the  fame  thing  to  others 
which  they  complained  of  themfelves  when  they 
were  in  the  like  fituation.  It  does  not  appear 
that  either  party  were  thoroughly  perfuaded  of 
the  truth  of  chriftianity,  otherwife  they  would 
never  have  attempted  to  force  conviftion  of  their 
principles  upon  each  oth^r  by  any  means  except 
arguments. 

On 
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On  purpofe  to  underftand  the  complexion  of 
the  affembly  of  divines,  it  is  neceflary  to  obfcrvc 
that  it  was  compofed  of  four  parties.  The  firft 
were  thofe  who  were  epifcopal  in  their  opinions, 
but  were  inclined  to  have  the  luxuriancies  of 
diocefan  epifcopacy  lopped  off;  they  thought  that 
a  moderate  epifcopacy  was  the  form  of  church 
difcipline  praftifed  by  the  ancient  church,  and  re- 
commended by  the  apoftles.  Of  this  party  there 
were  a  great  number.  The  fccond  were  fucli 
as  believed  that  there  was  no  form  of  church 
government  fettled  by  divine  appointment  under 
the  gofpel:  thefe  were  called  Erallians,  from  E- 
raflus,  a  German  divine  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
who  held  that  the  paftoral  office  was  oqly  per- 
fuafive,  and  all  the  ordinances  of  the  church 
were  free  to  all;  that  miniflers  might  endea- 
vour to  difwade  vicious  perfons  from  the  com- 
munion of  the  JiOrd's  fupper,  but  had  no  right 
to  refufe  them  that  privilege  ,or  inflift  cenfure 
upon  them;  he  referred  all  cenfures  both  civil 
and  religious  to  the  cognizance  of  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate.  This  fcheme  at  once  deftroyed  all  fpi- 
ritual  jurifdiftion  over  the  confciences  of  men  for 
the  fake  of  opinion,  which  had  been  long  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  Pope  and  the  clergy.  This 
party  made  all  church  authority  a  mere  creature 
of  the  ftate :  of  this  opinion  were  Dr  Lightfoot, 
Mr  Coleman,  Mr  Selden,  and  feveral  others  of 
great  reputation.  The  thir4  party  were  the  pres- 
byterians,  who  maintained  the  jure  divino  of 
church  government,    by  a  parity  among  miniflers, 

and 
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and  fubordmation  of  church  aflemblies.  Thefc 
affemblies  were  called  church  courts,  the  loweft 
tieas  a  church  feiliou,  and  the  highefl  a  general 
affembiy  or  national  fynod,  confiding  of  minifters 
and  lay  elders  from  tht  different  presbyteries  in 
rhe  nation.  The  presbyterians  held  llkewife  a 
provincial  meeting  called  a  fynod,  or  provincial 
affembiy.  Where  -  appeds  were  received  from  pres- 
byteries, as  the  national  fynods  received  appeals 
from  thofe  prOYincial  ones.  This  form  of  church 
difcipfinc  was  called  presbyterian,  from  the  Greek 
word  npi(rfivTtfioy, .  which  fignifies  an  affembiy  of 
old  or  gr^e  men. 

Of  this  party  were  Marftial  Burges,  Mr  Prynne, 
and  many  others  who  had  a  great  afcendant  in 
rhe  affembiy  of  divines.  The  laft  party  were 
the  iddepend'ants  or  congregationalifts,  who  main- 
tained that  every  congregation  of  profeffcd  be- 
Jteyers,  affembling'  in  one  place,  had  full  power 
to  exercife  all  church  difcipline,  independent  of 
all  other  authority.  This  party  was  but  fmall  at 
firft,  but  they  oppofed  the  violent  proceedings  of 
the  high  presbyterians  with  great  fteadinefs,  and 
at  laft  grew  to  a  conliderable  number,  and  ob- 
tained great  authority  in  the  natiop.  The  chief 
of  thofe  were  Thomas  Goodwin,  Sydrach  Simp- 
fon,  Philip  Nye,  Jeremiah  Boroughs,-  William 
Bridges. 

The  independents  at  this  time  were  moderate 
in  their  principles,  and  had  in  a  great  meafure 
departed  from  the  ftriftncfs  of  their  firft  founders: 
they  allowed  the  church  oi  England  and  ^others 

to 
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lb  be  trae,  though  corrapt  churches ;    they  hel4 
communion  with  fome  of  the  edabliflicd  minifters, 
though  they  kept  feparate  congregations  of  their 
own.     They  feemed  willing    to  compromifc   mat* 
ters  with  the  pfesbyt^rians,  but  the  presbyterian* 
refuf^d   all   compromife.     The  independents   pub- 
liflied  an  apology, for  therafeives,   in  which    they 
fliewed  a  very  peaceable  difpofition,  and  a  readi- 
nefs  to  give  and  receive  liberty  of  confcience:    but 
the    zealous   presbyterians    attacked    this    apology 
with  great   violence,  and   in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
months,    a    deluge   of  pamphlets    were    publiflied 
againfl:  it.     Much  perfonal  inve^ve  was  mingled 
with  their  difcufSons,  and  fevere  refleftions  thrpwn 
out  agamfl:  the  doSrine  of  liberty  of   confcience* 
Doftor  Baftwick,    Mr   Vicars,   and    Mr    Inwards 
wcrQ  the  leaders  in  this  difpute.     This  latter  pub- 
liihed  a  bopk,    which  he  called  Antapologia,  con- 
fiding of  three  hundred,  pages  in  quarto,   full  of 
.much   bittemefs  and    inve£live,   which    thp    inder- 
pendents  did  not  much   regard   but    paiTed.  q\^ 
in  fjcnce. 

The  aflembly,  on  account  of  fo  many  parties 
having  difFprent  views,  began  to  be-  much  per- 
plexed, and  vyere  much  entangled  in  their  pro- 
ceedings J  the  .parliament  had  diffolved  epifcopacy, 
but  had  not  fallet^  upon  a  proper  fubflitutc  in  the 
room .  thereof.  The  aflembly  began  to  turn  their 
views  to  this  fubjeft,  and  proceeded  to  enquire 
into  the  conftitution  of  the  primitive  church  in 
the  days  of  *the  apoftles.  In  this  enquiry  the 
Scldeus  and  the- Lightfoots  made  a  coufpicuoijs 
Vol.111.  U  ^  figure; 
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figure;    th<ly  trcrc  great  mafters  of  JewHh    anti* 
qnities,    and  had  now  an  opportunity  bf  difplay* 
ing  their  learning.     They    cmbarrafled   the  pres- 
byterians    with  new    interpretations    of   fcripcurc^ 
"Which  they  could  not  either  well  difallow  or  ap- 
prove of,   and  were  greatly  difconcerted,     Thofe 
Eraftians  were  not  inclined   that  a  forna  of  difci- 
pline  with  an  apoftolic  imprimature  fhould  be  re- 
ceived into  the  church  of  England ;    for  this  rca-' 
Ton  they  employed  their  fkill  in  antiquity  to  pjsr*- 
'plex  the  difpute.    They  were  men  of  great  know»- 
ledge  and'  acutenefs,   and    knew    how    to    make 
*the  bed  of  an  argument;    they  therefore  embar- 
Taflfed  the  affemWy  greatly.     The  firft  matter  which 
•the  affembly  attempted  to  difcufs,  was  the  ordloa- 
•tibn  of  minifters.      The  Bifliops  were  now  pro- 
hibited frotn  ordaining  any  who  were  not  in  the 
intereft  of  the  <!ourt:    this  gaveoccafion  for  the 
affembly  to  encjuire   into    the    right    of    presby- 
teries ordaining  minifters  without  a  Biihop.    This 
met  with  great  oppofitlon,  and  was  not  foon  de- 
termined.    The  committee  propofcd  the  two  fol- 
lowing queries:     (i)   Whether    in    extraordinary 
cafes  fomething  extraordinary  might    not  be   ad- 
mitted till  a  fixed  order  was  agreed   upon.^    (2) 
Whether  certain  minifters  of  the  city  and  neigh- 
bourhood might  not  ordain  minifters  for  a 'certain 
limited    time  jure  fraternitatis^  according  to  the 
right  of  brotherly  fellowfliip.  ,  The  independents 
'  diffented  from  this  laft  propofal ;    they   faid  they 
could  not  agree  to  it  unlefs  the   ordination   was 

attended  with   the  eledion  of  the  whole  church 

in 
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in  Which  the3r  were  to  mfniAer  as  paftors.  Qn 
accoQnc  of  this  and  other  difficiJciefi  which  were 
daily  prc^fcd^  the  buCbefs  pf  the  affembly  wa% 
greatly  interrupted;  the  Scots  co^miffioners  were 
out  of  all  temper,  becaufe  the  affembly  had  prch 
ceeded  to  pooe '  pf  the  bufiqefs  which  they  pria-* 
cipally  deflred  They  therefore  applied  to  the 
city  minifters  to  petition  the  parliament  to  caU 
for  the  advice  of  the  aiTembly,.  Th^  petition 
was  drawn  up,  a(|d  foon  after  prefented.  In  this 
petition  thqr  put  the  .Co9)aions  in  mind  of  the 
covenant  which  they  bad  fworn,  and  exclaimed 
loudly  againd  herefirs  and  di&rence  of  opinions, 
and  begged  that  the  parliament  .would  interpof^ 
their  authority,  and  endeavour  to  prpmote  a  dii 
rcftory  for  worlhip  with  all  cxpc^iuon ;  upoq 
this  the  aflembly  were  p^rdcrcd  to  fend  \\p  their 
advice  upon  this  fubJeS.  Their  advice  was.  to  the 
following  purpofe; 

'^  (i)  Thadtp  afibciation  of  ibm^  godly  Qiiniflers^ 
^  in  and  about  t^ie  city  of  London,  be  appointed 
'^  by  public  authority,  to  prdain  uiiniiters  for  th^ 
*^  city  and:  the  neighbouring  parte,  keeping  as  near 
'*  to  the  rule  as  may  be.  (2)  That  the  like  afr 
<^  ibciations  be  made,  by  the  faq[)e  authority,  iti 
^*  great  towns,  and  neighbouring  pariihes  in  the 
^<  feveral  counties,  which  are  at  prefent  quiet  and 
<^  undifturbed.  (3)  That  fuch  as  are  chofen  or 
<'  appointed  for  the  fervice  of  the  anny  and  navy^ 
^^  being  well  recommended,  be  ordained  as  afore- 
'^  faid  by  the  aiTociate  minifters  of  London,  or 
^^  fome  othen  10  the  country ;   and  the  like  for 

U  ?  ^*  any 
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^  any  other  cbfigrcgation  that  wants  a  minifttr/* 
According  to  this  advice,  the  twb  houfcs  paifed 
«n  ordinance  pro  tempore  which  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing niiniiflers,  being   presbyters,    and  members 
of  the  aflcmbly,   to  examine  and  ordain  by    im- 
pofition  of  hands  all  tbofe  whom  they  fliould  judge 
qualified  to  be  admitted  into  the  facred  miniftry; 
namely,   Dr  Burgefs,  Dr    Gouge^    Meffrs    Ley, 
Walker,  Calamy,  Gower>  Conant,  Chambers,  Ro- 
borough,    and   Cawdry.     To    thefe   were    added, 
Meffrs  Downing,  Offepring,   Lee,  Dod,  Cranford, 
Horton,  Glendon,  Clarke,  Jackfon,  Bourne,  Billets, 
and  Cook.    Any  fcvcn  or    more  of  thofe  mini- 
fiers  had  power    to  ordain,    and    all   perfons  or* 
dained  by*  them   were  to  be  reputed  minifters  of 
the  church  of  England,   having  full  authority  to 
perforin  any  office  or  funSion   belonging  to  that 
church.    The  afferably  was   not  only    carefiil  to 
provide  minifters  for  vacant  congregations,  but  took 
ipecial  notice,    that  none   (houki  preach  publidy, . 
or  perform   the  miniflerial  office,   except    fuch  as 
were  ordained  by -thefe  examinators.    This  was  a 
degree  of  religious  tyranny  which  they  themfclves 
had   often  complained  of   id    former    times,    but 
which     they     zealouOy    exercifed     upon    others 
when  they  obtained  power.    The  zealots  of  thofe 
times   couM  profefs   no  form  of  religion  without 
perfecution  j     for  whoever    obtained   power,    and 
hid   the  civil   authority  on    their   fide,   reckoned 
themfelves  entitled  to  deprive  all  others  of  every 
advantage  which  heaven  allows  the  fdns  of  men. 
This  affetnbly  would  have  become  aS'  mere  tyrants 
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as  much  as  ever  the  Biftiops  wcrjc,  rRrovided  the 
parliament  would  have  gone  alopg  w^th  them  la 
all   their  defigns. 

The  affembly  of  divines  proceeded  next  to  form 
a  d:reftory  for  public  worlhip,  which  eafily  paffcd 
the  affembly;  for  fuch  as  were  for  fct  forms  of 
prayer,  rcfolvcd  to  confine  themfelves  to  the  very 
words  of  the  directory,  while  thofe  whp .  .meanf 
to  ufc  it  only  for  a  pattern,  made  ufe  of 
it  as  a  coIleAion  of  heads  lo  enlarge  upon.  This 
dircftory,  inftead  of  one  prcfcribed  form  of  prayer^ 
points  out  certain  topics  which  the  minifter  is  at 
liberty  to  expatiate  on  as  he  (hall  think  proper, 
provided  he  adhere  to  the  leading  fentiments 
propofed  in  the  prefcription.  It  differs,  confidera-* 
bly  from  the  fervice  of  the  church'  of  England* 
for  it  leaves  out  the  leffons  >  in  the  apocrypha^ 
and  excludes  the  pradice  of  godfathers,  godmo^ 
thers,  and  the  fign  of  the  crofs  in  baptifm.  In  the 
Lord's  Supper  there  is  do  mention  made  of  private 
communion,  or  adminiftering  the  facrament  to  the 
ilck;  and  the  altar  is  changed  into  a  communion  table^ 
to  be  placed  in  the  body  of  the  church,  about  which 
the  people  may  fit  or  ftahd,  as  kneeling  is  by 
the  dircftory  not  reckoned  a  proper  pofture^ 
With  regard  to  the  power  of  the  keys  there 
was  fome  difputationr  the  presbyterians  were  for 
granting  this  authority  to  the  minifters  and  elders, 
the  independents  were  for  giving  it  to  the 
whole  congregation;  but  Lightfoot  and..  Selden, 
and  thofe  of  that  party,  .were  for  committing 
the  keys   to  neither  of  them,.    Thofe  .gentlemen 

wanted 
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wanted  a  free  eMimuiiioo,  nvitbout  any  reitrabt  upon 
any,  further  than  by  advice  and  perfuafion.  The 
parliament  inclined  to  this  opinion,  and  could 
not  be  brought  to  yield  to  the  claims  of  the  rigid 
presbyterians.  All  that  they  WQuld  grant  wa^ 
that  the  minifter,  before  the  communion,  fiiouid 
Warh  in  the  name  of  Jcfus  Ghrift|  all  fuch  ig« 
norant,  fcandalous,  ^d  profane  perfons  as  lived  in 
any  fin  or  ofibnce  againft  the  knowledge  of  his 
4xxifcience;  and  that  they  do  not  prefume  to  come 
to  that  holy  table,  left  eating  and  drinking  un^ 
worthily,  they  eat  and  drink  judgment  to  them* 
felves.  The  prohibition  of  marriage  in  Lent,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  ring,  is  by  the  authority  of  the 
dircAory  laid  afide,  and  no  fervice  is  aippointed 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead;  veftments,  and  faints 
days  are  likewife  difcarded.  This  directory  was 
not  readily  received  in  many  places;  many  were 
ftill  fond  of  the  okl  litnrgy,  and  ilill  ufcd  it,  and 
others  ufed  no  form  of  any  kind*  The  parlia* 
ment,  tq  oblige  the  people  to  make  ufe  of  the 
diredory,  called  in  all  the  pimyer  books,  and  for« 
bade  the  ufe  of  them,  and  ftriftly  enjoined  all 
minifters  to  read  the  diref^ory  in  all  their  churches. 
To  enforce  their  injun£Hons,  they  added  a  fine  to 
be  levied  of  fuch  as  read  the  prayer  book  in  a- 
ny  church  or  family.  They  were  to  be  fined 
five  pounds  for  the  firft  ofiSbnce,  ten  for  the  fe« 
cond,  and  for  the  third,  three  years  imprifotiment. 
.This  was  a  moft  unjuft  perfecution;  for  the  a& 
fembly  and  parliament  had  certainly  nothing  t9 
do  with  any  jnan'a  fiunily  devotbn,  provided  he 

behaved 


(    ^59    ) 

i>eha.Ted  fbberly  as  a:  good  citizen  tdd.  a  dutiful 
fahjc^. ;  Tils,  is  '  a  black  '  part  of;  the  liiftqry  of 
this  pacItameDC  and  aiTembilb^tv  it  does  oot  appear 
that:  they  were  trae  proteftancs,  when  in  cheir 
very  firfl:  ;proccedings^ ,  io  maitttr$  af >  religion,  tibey 
itiade  fiich  free  ufe/of/.thfc  weaf)on$  of  anticbrKL 
Could  finiog  and.  .unprii^omnent  reach  ocHi,ti£Uoa  u^ 
inen^  v.confcjtnces  ?  Qr..cojild  vkdtonoe  |>rppagac€ 
pure  and  undefiled  religion  ?  Such  fanAions  ipight 
ht  ^prdper'enou^  .addfeflfes.io  tbfe  hyppccify  of 
At  Ihiajtian:  fae^rt^  Jbilt.ieould  never  .t^rebd  coti^ 
>vi£lioii>  to  anyr:  intellrge^.  perfoa.  Every  bew- 
voknt .  hlftoriaii  who  :  records  the  ^traniafiicHis  of 
tfaofe .  titoeis^  .mtift  Qiairk  xIqwh  .C<jv:k  4if|gree^le 
fa^  wiCb  idifapprobiytion,  and  iheWA  geinercHa^  ifir 
^ignatioQ .  at  fuch .  Mjlbom^t^n  «lf9thi^s  of  refofrnoir 
■iDg  .ihe:w0fld«  Sujchr'ao ;  Herculedp  rti^fommm  of 
;the  dmtfih  ui^y  jGaic  the  ccbaraSer  of  G^b^  W 
Vandal^  but  can  QeVipi*  be;  confiilent  with  the 
jinerciful  iCpirit  -  and  ^inper.  of  die.  cjiidple^  dP.  thp 
:prince  'Of.  pcajce,  Ordi^ancres  pf,  jjafl^apienf,^  xo 
force  ;pcQple  tp  .believe  ^pd  j^QrQ;^p^Qqdx:^ccoi^ 
ing  to  <  the  dilates  of  tbo(^  Jn  pow^r^  maj  weU 
Hi^e.  meu  hypocrites^;  but  can  nqver  conviaq: 
their  confciences  of  apy  one  truth. 

The  pr^sbj:terian  uniformity  began  .now  to  be 
•as.  much -dreaded  as  that  of  the  church  of^Eng- 
land  in.  the.  former  periods  sod,  nonrconfbrmij^ 
had  nothiqg  .to  expeA  but  ^leri^al  vengeance  ea- 
forced  by  ordinances  of  parliament.  The  pres- 
by terian  divines  in  the  aflembly^  accounted  tole- 
ration of  opinions  one  of  the  greateft  fins  of  the 


times^ 


times,  and  breathed  forth  the  ftrc^geft  deixre  to 
have  all  perfo&s  obliged,  upon  the  fevereil  penal i> 
ties,  to  donform  to  the  new  dircftory.  ^  The 
Scots  commiffibners  endeavoured  to  add  fuel  to 
this'  frenzy '  of  intolerance,  and  threatened  the 
parliament  with  ^  total  witbdmwiiig  of  their  af- 
fiftance  if  they*  did  nor  proceed  to  confiimmate 
the  work  of  the 'Lord  which  they  had  now  be« 

gun.    •  ; 

The  monthly » faft,  wbicli  waif  appointed  tp  be 
obferved  this  year,  happened  to  fall  on  Cbriftmas^ 
day:  tbid  ^ccafioned  foiufei  dbbate  ajnong  the  di« 
tines,  wiie^ir  they  fliautd  lay  afide  Chriftnaas^ 
day  and  continue  the  faft,  or  alter  the  day  of 
failing.  Ic  Was  afgreed  that  the  feftival  fliould  be 
laid  alide,'  and  the  faft  obfer^ed.  This  was  apb 
pointed  by  an  brder  of  bbtb^  Ju>ufes  on  the  niije- 
^eenth  of  December,  and  the  feaft  bf  Chriftmaa  was 
totally  abofi&edi^  The  royalifts  exclaimed  againft 
this  as  hnpjous^  and  pibfatie^  ind  an  open  feproach 
to  the  chriftian  world,  though  it  is  tnanifeft  that 
"there  is  60* authority  'for  this  or  any  of  the  reft 
of  the  feafts  of  the  church  in  divine  revefetion: 
but  thmgs  of  Very  (mall  confequence  are  fre- 
quently magnified,  as  meters  of  great  imporrance, 
by  thofe  who  find  their  account  in  adhering  to 
them.-  In-thofe'tJmes  the  difputes  between  the 
feveral  paftizatis  were  agitated  more  for'  the  fake 
of  gratifying  fome  hiling  paflions  than  for  any"^ 
regard  t6  truth.  A  defird  of  power,  riches,  or 
revenge,  prevailed  more    among    the    leaders  *'  tif . 

each 
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each  party  than   true  regard  to   either  epifco{)acy 

or  presbytery :     had   pure  and    undefilcd    religioa 

been  the  chief  objeft  of  their  purfuits,   mercy  and 

good  will  would  have  been  more  confpicuous   ia 

their   behaviour.     Vfhe;i  men  are  difpofed  from  a 

pretended   principle   of  confcience    to   rain   whole 

fan\ilies,    and  to  feek   after   their   precious    live^i, 

there  is  good  reafon  to  conclude,  that  their  minds 

are  actuated  by  another   fpirir  than  that   of  .hira 

who  came  not  to  deftroy  men's  lives  but  to  fave 

them.     Both  the  royalifts  and  covenanters  are  more 

objefts    of    pity  than    patterns    of  imitation :    for 

there  is  no  perfon  who  reads  the  New  Teftament  ^ 

with  care  and  impartiality,   but  muft  perceive  that 

they  were  wide  of  the  great  pattern  which  Chrift 

and  his'  apoftles  kt  forth  for  our  example.  , 

There  has  beett  little  occafion   to  make  men-  t 

tion  of  Laud  fince  the  year  fixreen  hundred  and 
forty,'  when  he  was  imprifoned  by  the  parlia- 
ment, and  kept  in  clofe  durance/  This  year  he- 
was  tried,  condemned,  and  beheaded.  He  was  ac- 
cufed  by  the  Commons  of  high,  treafon  on  the 
eighteenth  of  December,  fixteen  hundred  and  forty, 
and  committed  to  the  Uflier  of  the  black  rod;  the 
Commons  brought  articles  of  impeachment  againft: 
him,  to  which  they  added  new  ones  as  they 
thought  proper;  to  which  he  was  ordered.. by  the 
Lords  to  make  anfwer.  He  endeavoured  to  gain 
time  as  much  as  poffible,  and  prefented  many 
petitions  to  put  off  his  trial ;  he  knew  that  the- 
Common?  would  make  a  vigorous  profecution,  and 
was  fully  perfuaded  that   they  owed  him  no  fa- 
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vour.  The  late  afts  of  his  cruelty  were  recent 
in  their  memories,  and  they  wanted  to  have  juf^ 
tice  for  the  fuflerings  which  he  had  made  many 
of  them  undergo.  Their  profccution  was  not 
free  of  perfonal  refentmenr^  and  they  carried  it 
on  beyond  ill  bounds  of  mercy  and  charity.  The 
Lords  fbewed  a  difpofition  to  favour  the  Arch- 
bifliop,  which  alarmed  the  Commons,  and  made 
them  change  the  manner  of  their  attack  ;  they 
feem  to  hive  been  doubtful  of  fome  of  their 
proofs,  and  afraid  to  venture  the  iffue  of  the 
trial  upon  the  evidence  of  the  impeachment.  They 
therefore  {iaffed  a  bill  of  attainder,  which  like- 
wife  paffcd  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  fourth 
of  January.  This  made  their  work  fhorter,  and 
ruined  the  caufe  of  the  Archbifliop:  there  was 
nothing  now  left  to  fave  him  except  a  pardon 
from  the  King,  which  now  had  littte^eight.  The 
pardon  was  granted,  but  rejeftcd.  Laud  now  per- 
ceived that  there  was  no  remedy;  he  therefore 
petitioned  the  Lords  to  change  the  manner  of 
his  execmion  from  hanging  to  that  of  being  be- 
headed, which  was  granted  with  fome  difficulty. 
He  defired  alfo  that  fome  of  his  chaplains  might 
be  permitted  to  attend  him  ,at  his  death,  which 
the  Lords  granted ;  'but  the  Commons  rcfufed  ir, 
and  fent  him  two  of  their  own  minifters,  with 
one  of  thofe  whom  he  defired. 

On  January  the  tenth,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
afid  forty-four,  he  was  brought  to  the  fcaffold,  when 
he  made  a  long  fpeech,  full  of  pedantry  and  fclf-vin- 
dication,  from  things  that  all  the  nation  knew  he 

was 
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was  guilty  of.    He  faid  that  he  fuffcred  for  not 
following  the  bleatings  of  Jeroboam's   calves,    al- 
luding   to   the    fchifm   of  the  presbyterians ;   and 
affirmed  that  he  had  ranlacked  every  comer  of  his 
heart,  and  thanked  God  he  had  not  found  any  fins 
there  defcrving  death,  by  the  known  laws  of  the 
land.     He   endeavoured   to .  clear    the  King  from 
the  charge  of  bringing  m  popery,   and   faid  that 
he  had  beenr  abufed  and  traduced.     He  afterwards 
prayed,    and  then   the  executioner  did   his  office 
at  one  blow.     His.  friends  were  permitted  to  take 
his  body  and  bury  it  in  All-hallows  Barking  church. 
Thus  ended  Archbifliop  Laud,  a  prelate,  who,  by 
bis   own   pride   and   haughtinefs,    brought   himfelf 
to  an  untimely  end.     He  was  a  man  of  tolerable 
abilities,  and  good,  learning,   but-  fuperllitious  and 
cruel  to  a  great  degree  j    he  purfued  the  fubjefl 
of  uniformity  to  a  great  length,  and  perfecutcd  all 
perfons  who  would  not  liibmit  to  the  innovations: 
which  he   had   introduced  into   the   church.     He 
feems  to  have  been  more  a  papift    than    a   pro- 
teftant   (though  he  affirmed  that  he  died  a  pro- 
teftant  according   to  the  form  of  the   church   of 
England) :    for  he  was  ready  to  deal  gently  with. 
Roman  catholics,    but  (hewed  no  mercy  ta  thofe 
who  would  not  conform  to  the   church^    Super- 
jflition  appears  to   have    been  interwoven    in    hi& 
conftitution,  and  cruelty  natural  to  him :    he  be- 
lieved in  dreams  and    vifions,    and  was    fond   of 
vifible   reprefentations  of   God    Almighty;    which 
(hews,  however  much  he  might  pretend  to  differ 
from  the  Roman  catholics,   he  had  even  more  ab- 
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furd  notions  of  the  objeft  of  divine  worlhip  than 
•they.     His  fpecches  in  the  ftar^-chamber,  and  his 
diary,    fhew  him  to  have  been  a  -mere  ^vifionary, 
and  a  bigot.      In   power  he    Was    intolerable,  in 
aflliftton  he  was  peeviih;  as  a  clergyman,  he  was 
fuperftitious ;    as   a  Bifliop,   a   tyrant;    and    as  a 
miniftcr,  arbitrary  and  barbarous.     He  always  flu- 
died  the  gratification  of  his    paflions    before  'the 
intereft  of  his   maftrer,  and   through  ra    courfe  of 
unrelenting  perfecution   he  rendered  hirafelf  and 
•his  mafter  odious  to  the  whole  nation,   which,  in 
the  event,  was  the  ruin  of  them  both.    No  Arch- 
'bilhop  of'Gdnte'rbury,  even  in  the  times  of  popepy, 
exceeded  him  in  fuperftition,  and^a  defire  of  pomp, 
and  outward  fplendor;  and  few  ever  equalled  him 
in  tyranny  and  mifanchropy.     His  mind  was  ren- 
dered callous  through  a  long  habit  of  feverity,    that 
his  whole   hiftory  docs   not  afford  an   inftance  of 
'his  feeling  for  diflrefs,  orfhewidg  tnercy  to  thofe 
'who  had  offended  him.     He  was  a  devoted  ene* 
•my  tb  all  forts  of  men  who  differed  from  him  in 
religious  opinions,   and  did   all   that    was   in    his 
power   to  trufh  every  denomination  of  chiiftians, 
'except  paplfts  and  high  churchmen.     To  rbofe  he 
•-was  kind  in  fome  meafurfe^    when  his    own   inte- 
rcft  came  iiot  in   the  way ;  and   in  •  cafe    he-  had 
any '  favours  to  fpare,   perfons  of  that  (lamp  were 
the  objefts  of  them.     By  comparing  all    that   his 
friends  and  enemies  have  faid  of  him,   and  making 
proper -allowances   for   the  prejudices  of  both,  it 
does  not  appear  by  fetting   his    charafter  in  con- 
trail with  a  New  Tcftament  Bifliop,  that  he  had 

one 
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-en'c  finigle  mark  of  that  charaflen  AH  hujnanc 
\good-heartcd  men  .will  (hudder  when  ihqy  -i^ea4 
jhis  hillory,  and  wifti,  for  the  lake  ,of  tb^ir  /el-" 
tlow  creatures, .  ibat   the  wprjd  may  jnever  again 

produce  fuch  ja,  raopftcr. 

Hedefcrved  to  di^,  but  it  is  highly  probable  he 
.did  not  obtain  juftiee  at  the  hand  of  his  judges; 

they  were  bent  ;upon  his  .ruin,  :apd  ev^n  ftretche^ 
.  the  kws,  as  he  :had  done  before  them,   to  hav-e 

him  condemned.  It  is  bard  for  n^en,  -^vvhen  their 
-minds  are  oTcr-heated  with  de^prprgi^dic^?,  ^o  dp 
juftiee  CO  thofe  whp  have  pai^fed .  thofe  affections 
-in  their  minds.  The  cowfel  in  behajf  pf  .thrc 
-^Archbiiltop.  proved   that  be  -was    nor  guilty   Qf 

treafon  according  to  the  law  of  the  ^and,  wbiGji 
!his    adverfaries    were    fc^fible    of,    a^4   therefpric 

changed  thisir  : manner  x>f  .prficc^ding  from  jti^- 
r  peach  mt»t  to  attainder.  The  wicn^s  whovjwije 
Jed  againft  him  proved  crisi^s  ^gainft  him'\^i^^i 
.were   ^worthy  of  the  TfeatCftce  :t'hat    \?4S    pa^ftl 

upon  him,  but  not  perhaps  accordiog  :tp  -irhic 
-forms  of  law   \Srhich  -are  :praftifcd  Im   fuch  cafes. 

-The  ftate  trials  ,and  .  executions  of  fjhofe"  times 
-were  carried  on    more  from  ) perjfonil :  refentpi^isit, 

and  the  violent  ■  attachment  to  party :  fcbeme$,  fhga 
tfrom  a.  principle  of  real  i  patriot  An,  , or  :a ;  love  ef 

the  commonweal.     Laud>  during  the. time  he  was 

in   power,    had. either    injured    or  -affronted    the. 

grcateft  part  of  both   Lords  :^nd  Q)sm»ods;  ,aj^d 

it  does  not  appear,  that  the  people  of  ihofc.  times 

carried  their  moral  principles  fo  far  as  to  forget 

private  injuries  when  they  proceeded  againA  pub- 
lic 
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lie  culprits.  The  method  of  bringing  all  offen- 
ders to  the  fcafFold,  when  it  was  in  the  power  of 
a  party  to  do  ir,  ihews  that  the  people  of  that 
age  were  barbarous  and  unmerciful.  When  the 
government  changed,  the  faine  favage  temper  pre- 
vailed among  thofe  who  poffeffcd  the  chief  power; 
fo'that  there  was  little  alteration  of  the  tempers 
of  men  by  a  change  of  government.  The  very 
next  day,  after  the  eftablifiiment  of  the  direftory^ 
Ai  chbifliop  Laud  received  fentcnce  of  death  ;  c  fo 
the  very  fame  perfons  who  were  zealoufly  pur- 
fuing  a  religious  reformation,  were  thirfting  after 
the  blood  of  their  enemies.  Though  Laud  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  very  wicked  man,  during 
his  life,  yet  he  was  certainly  a  martyr  for  the 
principles  of  the  chiirch  of  England,  and  died 
with  as  much  fortitude  as  other  martyrs ;  which 
fliews  that  dying  for  any  caufe,  neither  proves 
that  it  is  a  good  one,  nor  that  the  perfons  who 
fufFer  for  it  are  under  the  government  of  the 
fpirit  of  truth, 
^       ^     This  year   is  famous   for  the  treaty  of 

^'^*  Uxbridge,  and  the  feveral  debates  which 
were  agitated  in  the.affembly  and  parliament  con- 
cerning church  government;  in  both  which  each 
party  endeavoured,  with  all  the  addrefs  they  were 
poffeffed  of,  to  outwit  one  another,  and  to  main- 
tain their  feveral  opinions,  in  fpite  of  all  convic- 
tion -to  the  contrary. 

The  King,  in  the  preceding  fummer,  had  fcnt 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament  propofals  of  accom- 
modation,   which   bad  taken  up  a  good  part  of 
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their  time  in  confidcring  ^  what  anfv^ef  to  teturti^ 
The  parliament  fent  commijQioners  to  •  Oxford, 
who  had  received  a  fafe  conduft  from  Charles^ 
but  were,  notwiihftanding,  iafulted  and  ill  ufcd 
by  his  friends  while  ihey  were  upon  the  road, 
and  threatened  after  they  came  to  Oxford  with 
great  danger.  The  mob  in  the  towp  threw  dire 
and  ftones  into  their  coaches,  and  faluted  them 
with  the  titles  of .  traitors,  rogues,  and  rebels  ^ 
and  the  foldiers  about  the  inn,  where  they  flop- 
ped at,  ufed  them  very  uncivilly.  A  guard  was 
at  Jaft  appointed  for  them,  but  the  King  receiv- 
ed them  coldly.  When  they  delivered  their  pro-' 
pofitions,  his  Majefty  told  them,  that  a  carrier 
might  have  done,  as  well,  and  exprefled  himfelf 
in  a  very  uncourdy  manner.  He  at  Jaft  gave  ia 
his  anfwer  in  writing,  fealed  up;  and  when  they 
defired  to  fee  it,  he  replied,  in  a  furly  manner. 
What  is  that  to  you^  who  are  but  to  carry  ity 
what  T  fend  ?  If  I  will  fend  the  fvng  of  Robin  Hood 
or  Little  Johnj  you  mujl  carry  it.  They  at  laft 
obtained  a  copy,  with  fome  diiEculty,  but  had 
no  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  journey. 

A  treaty  of  peace  however  was  agreed  to  commence 
at  Uxbridge,  January  thirty,  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty-five,  and  to  continue  twenty  days. 
The  King  fent  to  this  treaty  fixteen  commiffioners, 
nine  lords,  fix  commoners,  and  one  divine;  twelve 
appeared  for  the  parliament,  and  ten  for  Scot- 
land, and  one  clergyman,  namely,  Mr  Hendcrfon. 
Doftor  Steward,  who  was  affifted  by  the  Doctors 
Sheldon^    Lancy,   Kern,    Potter,    and    Hammond, 

appeared . 
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appc^i^ed  on  the  fide  of  the  court  in  religious  af- 
fairs; and  Mcffrs  Vities,  Marfli^l,  Cheynel,  and 
Chieflf ,  appeared-  for  the  parliament.  Befides  re- 
ligion, th^  affairs. of  the  militia,  and  Ireland,  were 
to  be  difputed;  and  three  days  were  affigned  for 
each  ot  thefe  fncceflively,  till  the  twenty  days 
were  ended. .  I  flia^l  confine  this  narration  to 
What  pertained  to  religion-. 

The'  treaty  was  preceded  with  a  day  of  fiaft- 
ing  and  prayer,  on  both  fides,  for  a  bleffing ;  but 
it  rather  appears^  that  they  fafted  for  ftrifc  and 
contention.  Mr  Chriilopher  Loye,  a  drift  pres- 
bytcrian,  and  a  zealous  partizan  on  the  fide  of 
the  parliament,  preached  a  fernron  in  the  church 
of  Uxbridgc;  wherein  he  faid,  T'kai  bis  Ma- 
jejlfs  commiJpMers  came  thither  with  hearts  full 
of  bloody  and  that  there  was  as  great  a  Sftatice 
between  that  treaty  and  peace^  as  between  heaven 
and  hell  Thefe  were  rude  and  unpoliflied  ex* 
preflrons,  void  of  either  charity  or  good  breeding, 
and  gafve  great  offence.  The  King's  commiffioners- 
complained  of  the  preacher,  and  he  was  fent  to 
London,  to  give  an  account  of  his  behaviour  to 
the  parliament.  There  was  perhaps  fome  truth 
in  what  Mr  Love  advanced,  but  it  was  uncha- 
ritable in  him  to  fuppofe  evil  of  other  men,  be- 
fore they  had  in  fome  mcafure  difcovered  their 
defigns.  Preachers,  in  thofe  .days,  were  boifterous 
in  their  manners-;  and  by  being  accuflomed  to 
meddle  with  politics,  and  admitted  to  fome  fharc 
of  the  public  counfels,  grew  intolerably  vain  and 
felf-righreous. 

The 
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The  queftjons  concerning  religion  were,  on  this 
occafion,  difputed  with  much  zeal,  and  performed 
with  great  ceremony.  Doftor  Steward,  the  King's 
divine^  fat  covered  without  the  bar,  behind  the 
Kbg's  commiiEoners,  and  Mr  Henderfon  did  the 
fame  behind  thofe  of  the  parliament :  the  affif*- 
tants  were  placed  in  feats  appointed  for  them  op- 
posite to  each  other.  The  inftruflions  of  both 
parties  were,  direftly  oppofite;  the  one  for  main- 
taining epifcopacjr,  the  other  for  overturning  it, 
and  fubftituting  ^presbytery  in  its  place.  The 
King  was  zealous  for  all  the  rights  of  Bifhops 
and  prelacy^  and  the  parliament  were  for  deftroy- 
jng  it  root  and  branch.  The  divines  on  each 
fide  argued  according  to  their  inftruftions.  Mr 
Henderfon  delivered  a  very  learned  fpeech  in  fup- 
port  of  presbytery,  and  agaitift  epifcopacyj  and  Dr 
Steward  anfwered  him.  The  fubftancc  of  Hen- 
'derfon's  fpeech  was.  That  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land had  found  epifcopacy  a  very  corrupt  govern- 
ment.— That  the  hierarchy  had  been  a  public  grie- 
vance from  the  times  of  the  reformation. — That 
the  Bifliops  had  always  been  friends  to  popery.—- 
That  they  had  introduced  many  innovations  into 
the  church. — That  they  had  offended  all  the 
proteft^nt  churches  by  endeavouring  to  approach 
nearer  to  popery. — That  they  had  embroiled  the 
ifland  of  Britain,  and  made  the  two  nations  fall  foul 
upon  each  other. — That  they  were  charged  with 
the  war  in  Ireland :  for  thefe  reafons  the  par- 
liament had  agreed  to  change  fuch  a  mifchicvous 
government,  and  he  hoped  the  King  would  con- 
Yol  ni.  Y  cur 
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etir  id  id  WOrthy  and  laudable  a  defign^  Steteard, 
in  his  reply,  obferved,  That  cpifcopacy  had  con- 
tinued in  England  fince  the  firft  planting  of 
chridianity;  and  that  religion  had  fiourilhed  and 
fpread  under  that  government, — That  Mr  Hen- 
'  derfon  had  not  attempted  to  prove  epifcopacy 
contrary  to  fcripture. — That  the  foreign  churches 
lamented  the  want  of  epifcopal  government,  and 
that  they  had  always  paid  a  great  deference  to 
the  church  of  England. — That  epifcopacy  was  of 
apoftolical  inditution;  and  that,  without  JKihops^ 
the  facerdotal  charafter  could  not  be  conVeyed, 
nor  the  facraments  adminiftred  with  any  fignificancy. 
Henderfon  and  Marfhal  denied  that  the  foreign 
proteftants  lamented  the  Want  of  epifcopacy,  or 
efteetned  the  Englifli  conftitution  better  than  then: 
own,  and  that  it  was  a  downright  impofition  on 
the  commiffioners  to  affirm  fuch  faUhoods.  The 
Marquis  of  Hertford  obferved,  that  much  had* 
been  faid  concerning  the  jure  divim  of  epifco- 
pacy and  presbytery;  but  for  his  part,  he  iaid, 
he  thought  neither  of  them  jure  divinOy  and  de- 
lired  them  to  drop  the  argument. 

When  the  fecond  debate  concerning  religion 
came  on,  his  Majefty's  commiffioners  delivered  in 
their  anfwers  to  the  parliament's  demands  in  wri- 
ting, with  their  reafons  why  they  could  not 
confent  to  the  bill  for  aboliflijng  epifcopacy,  and 
eftablifhing  the  direftory  in  tl>e  place  of  the 
common  prayer,  nor  advife  bis  Majefty  to  take 
the  covenant;  but  for  uniting  all  parries,  and  for, 
reconciling    differences     in    matters    of    religion, 

they 
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thty  wci^  wUK«g  t<^  coiiifcnt  to  c^rta'm  tortus  of 
agreement.* 

Their  con<;:eflioo8 .  vere  of  fuch.  a  nature,  thaf 
tliey  left  all  m  the  pow^r  of  the  Kipg,  whea 
matters  were  ^ttkd,  /  to  .  refiify  along   with    hk 

y  ?•     .•  par- 

*  I.  That  freedom  he  left  to  all.peribns,  of  ^hat  opinion  foevcr, 
an  matters  of  ceremony,  and  that  all  penalties  of  the  Jaws  and 
puitoms,  whiph  ei^oia  thoie  ceTemonies,  be  iufpendcd. 

».  T)k4t  the  Bifljop  fljalL  exeicifc  no  a^^  pf  jvarifdif^on  or  ordi- 
nation, Without  the  confcnt  and  couniel  of  the  pre(byters,  who  fliall 
be  ch€^n  by  the'.cfcrgy  of  each  dioccfe,  ^ut'of  the  x)U)ft  learned 
9aid  ■i.Ta.Kc  minifters  pf  the   diocefc  ... 

3.  That  the  pi/liop  keep  his  condant  reiidence  in  his  diocefei 
except  when  he  ihall  be  required  by  his  MajcAy  to  attend  him  oh 
9Qy  accaiion;  and  tkat  (if  he  be  not  hindered  by  the  iniirmitie^s 
.of  old  age  or  fkknefs)  he  preach  every  Sunday  in  fome  chuxcli^ 
within  his  diocefe. 

4.  .That  the  orclinaiion  o£  mioittcu  ib^U  bc:  ajlways  in  a  public 
^d  folenc^  manner,  ^d  vjery  Rs'i&.  rples  o.bTerve^  cpnce^ning  ^hjs 
fufHciency^  and  other  qualifications  of  thofe  men  who  fhall  be  re-- 
ceived  into  holy  orders  i  aiid  the  Bifhops  fiiall  not  ^receive  ^ny  in- 
to holy  orders  without  the  approbation  a^d  confent  of  the  pre/by- 
tcrs,    or  the  major. pgrt  of  them. 

5;  That  a  competent « maimenSnce  and  provifibn  be  e(labli£held 
by  si£t  of  parliament,  to  Tuch  vicarages  a«  belong  to  BUIiops,  Deans, 
and  Chapters,  out  of  <^he  impropriations,  and  according  to  the  va- 
lue of  thofe  impropriations  of  the  ieveral  parifhes. 

6,  That  for  time  to  cx)me,  no  man  fliall  be  capable  pf  two  par- 
sonages pr  vicarages,  .with  the  care  of  fouls^ 

7.  That  towards'  fettling  the  public  peace,  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fhall  be  raifed  by  a.&  of  parliament,  out  of  the  edates  of 
Bi(hop«,  Deans,  an4  Chapters,  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall  be  thought, 
fit  by  the  King  and  two  houfes  of  parliament,  without  the  alicna" 
tio^i  of  any  of  the  faid  lands, 

S.  That  the  jurittidlion  in  caufes  teAamenta^,  decimal,  matri- 
monial, be  fettle^,  .in  fijch  mai^ner  as  (hall  feem  moft  convenient,, 
by  the  King  an^   two   hbufes  of  parliament. 

9.  That  one  or  more  a^  of  parliament  be  pafled  for  regulating 
of  viBtations,  and  againd  immoderate  fees  in  eccleilaftical  courts,, 
and  abufes  by  frivolous  excommunications,  and  all  other  abufes  ia 
the  cxerciie  of  ecclefiaAical  jurifdiifbion,  in  Aich  manner  as  £hall 
be  agreed  upon  by  the   King  and  both  houfes  of  paxliament. 
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parliament;  but  it  is  abundantly  manifeft,  that  in 
this  cafe  the  King  might  refufe  to  ratify  what 
the  parliament  agreed  to.  The  commiffioners  for 
the  parliament  would  not  agrcb  to  thefe  conccf- 
lions,  but  infifted  upon  the  terms  they  them* 
felves  were  obliged  to  obferve  in  confequence  of 
their  fwearing  the  foleran  league  and  covenant. 
After  feveral  fruitlefs  dc:bates,  and  trifljng  argu-r 
ments,  ufed  on  both  fides,  the  treaty  broke-  up, 
without  producing  any  other  effedl  than  that  of 
irritaiing  each. party  more  againft  one  another. 

The  .treaty  of  Uxbridge  being  broken  up,  both 

parties  endeavoured   to  throw    the   blame   of;  the 

difagreeraent  upon   each  other;    the  King's  party 

hoped  that  the  parliament  would    fall  out  among 

themfelves,  and   then  they  would    fall    an    eafier 

prey  to  the  King  and   his    partizans.      But   they 

were  miftaken'  in  their   conjectures    at   this   time. 

The   parliament    appointed   Sir    Thomas   Fairfax, 

General,  of   their   forces;     and    Oliver   Cromwel, 

Lieutenant- General ;    who  carried    on    matters  in 

another  manner  than  the  f^H  pf  Effex  had  done^ 

The  orthodoxy  of  the   principles   of   both    fides 

was    now  to    be  decided  'by  the    length    of  the 

fword,  and  there  was  now  nothing  to  be  expefte^ 

but  flaughter  and  devaftation.     Fairfax  was  a  grave, 

fober,   and  refolute  man,  of  no  great  capacity,  but 

faithful  to  his   party  ;    he  was  a  fit  perfon  to  be 

direfted  by  the  parliament,   for  he  was   ready  to 

obey  their  orders.     Oliver  Cromwel  was  a  perfon 

of  great  capacity,    and   knew   how   to  command  ; 

he  was  bold  and  afpiring,  intrepid  and  couragious; 

couM 
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could  dievife  rcfoiirces  in  time  of  difficulty,  and 
knew  well  how  to  make  a  good  ufe  of  every  ad- 
vantage. He  had  more  iafluence  in  the  army 
than  Fairfax,  and  the  mod:  remarka^)le  atchieve- 
ments  were  performed  under  his  influence.  His 
counfels  were :  always  well  concerted,  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  executed ;  few  ever  over-reached  him,  or 
were  able  to  difeover  hh  fecrets.  He  introduced 
an  enthufiafm  into  the  army,  which  rendered  the 
foldiers  determined  and  refolute,  and  obferved  fuch 
difcipline  as  did  honour   to  his  charader. 

The  Presbyterians  at  this  time  neglefted  their 
own  caufc,  by  fuflSwing  their  chaplains  in  the  ar* 
my.  to  return  to  their  cures :  while  their  mini- 
fters  remained  in  the  army  they  reftrained  the 
irregularities  of  thpfe  who,  through  zeal,  were 
ready  to  aft  abfurdly;  but  when  they  left  the 
army  deftitute  of  chaplains,  the  officers  fet  up 
for  preachers  in  their  feveral  corps,  and  in  pro- 
cefs  of  lime  wrought  themfelves  up  to  fuch  a 
pitch  of  enthufiafm,  as  to  imagine  they  Were  in- 
fpired,  *  and  could  •  preach  without  fludy.  They 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  pul- 
pits where  they  were  quartered,  and  fpread  their 
libfurdities  over  all  the  nation.  The  common  fol- 
diers were  orderly  and  religious,  and  When  they 
were  rcleafed  from  duty,  fpent  their  time  in 
prayer  and  religious  converfation,  and  behaved 
like  men  who  expefted  that  every  day  might  be 
their  laft.  In  their  quarters  they  behaved  dif- 
creetly,  and  gained  much  upon  the  Inhabitants 
where  they  were  quartered.      The  King's  army 

had 
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had  no  regular  pay,  but  lived  conSandy  upon, 
plunder,  which  ruined  the  places  where  they 
came;  whereas  the  parKament's  army,  being  re- 
gularly paid,  rather  enriched  than  impoyeri0ied 
rhe  country. 

^  The  battle  of  Nafcby    was  fought  this    year, 

QU  the  fourteenth  day  of  June.  It  began  .about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, .  and  lafted  .till  three 
in  the  afternoon ;  it ;  ended  in  a  total  defeat  of 
the  King's  fortes,  which,  it  ii  faid,  yt^s  owing 
to  the  wife  conduft  of  OJiwr  Cromwel,  afld  the 
raflinefs  of  prince  Rupert.  The  armies  ^ene  liear 
about  equal  in  numbers,  but  the  parliament's 
forces  were  better  difciplined,  and  fought  with 
all  the  bravery  and  ^magnanimity  that  religious 
z^al  aqd  enthufiafm  could  infpire. ;  HtAdrians  in- 
form us  of  fcveral  migbty  feats  which  were  per- 
formed, by  chief  men.  cm  both  fidosi  but  it  Is 
enough  to. fay,  that  Charles  loft  the  batd^-^d 
the  conquerors  could  have  little  joy  in .  fhejr.  cpjat*- 
queft,  having  flaugbterecj  thoufands  of  -thdr  ^t>ua- 

^      trymen,   through  a  mad  zeal  for  a   religion  that 
few  of  them  had  taken  time  to  examine. 

Through  the  calamity  of  the .  times,  it  was 
now  difficult  to  find  mini.fters  to  do  duty  ;n  the 
churches ;  many  of  the  cpifcppalian  clergy  had  fled 
to  the  King^s  army  and  kft  their  churches,  and 
the  parliament  found  it  difficult  to  find  a  fufficienc 
number  of  qualified  minifters  to  fupply  their  place. 
The  King's  party  reproached  the  parliamentarians 
with  having  put  infufficient  perfons  into  the  churches, 
who   were    deftitute    of  learning   and  minifterial 

qualifi- 
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salifications.  The  >parli^ment^  to  'prevent  fuch 
dainciurs^  pafled  aii  ordioance,  which  ordained^' 
that,  po  perfofi  fhould  be  permitted  to  pre^cb^ 
who  was  not  ordsiined  a  miniiler  in  this  or  fome 
Other  reformed  church.  Fairfax  was  command- 
ed to  fee  this  ordinance  obferved  in  the  ar- 
my, and  the  Mayors  of  corporations,,  and  of- 
ficers of  the  TOilitia  were  appointed  to  take  care 
that  it  was  executed  in  -all  places  under  thdr 
lofpe^lion; 

The  Lords  fent  to  the  affembly  of  divines, 
defiring  them  to  prepare  a  new  direftory  for  the 
ordination  of  miniftcrs,  without  the  prefence  of  a 
diocefan  Bilhop.^    This  was  a  work  ot  fome  time, 

and 

*  That  wiicrcas  the  words  Prcfbyter  and  Bifliop  do  in  fctipture 
fignify  the  fun5SHon,  though  the  title  of  Bi&op  has  been  by  cor- 
rapt  cuflom,  appropriated  to  one,  who  has  aflumed  to  himfelf,  in 
the  matter  of  ordhiation,  that  which  was  not  meet;  whidh  ordi- 
nation, notwithdandiug  being  pei'formed  by  him,  we  hold  for  Aib* 
ftance  to  be  T^alrd,  and  not  to  be  difclafmed  by  any  that  have, 
received  it;  and  whereas,  it  is  manifcft  that  ordination,  that  is, 
an  outward,  folemn,  ietting  apart  of  pcrfons  for  the  office  of  the 
miniftiy  in  the  church  by  preaching  preftyyters,  is  an  infHtution  of 
Chrift ;  it  is  therefore  ordained  by  the  JLords  and  Commons,  with 
the  advice  of  the  affembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter,  that  the 
feveral  and  refpe<Stive  claffical  prelbyters,  within  their  refpedbive 
bounds,  may  examine,  approve,  and  ordain  pre(byters,  according  to 
the   following  diretSlOry : 

iff,  The  pcrfon  to  be  ordained  mu ft  apply  to  the  prefbytcry, 
with  a  teftimonial  of  his  taking  the  covenant,  of  his  proficiency 
in  his  (hidies,  &c. 

ad,  He  is  then  to  pafs  under  an  examination,  as  to  his  rehgion 
and  learning,    and  call  to  the   minilby. 

Then  follow  rules  for  cxaminltioa  : 

After  examination,  he  fliall  receive  a  public  teftimonial  from  his 
examiners,  which  fliall  be  read  publicly  before  the  people,  and 
then  filed  to  the  door  of  the  church  where  he  preaches  for  ap- 
probation, 


\ 
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and  met  whli  much  oppofition  from  the  indc*- 
pendents,  and  thofe  who  were  called  Eraftians; 
but  it  wasN  at  lad:  finifhed  and  pafled  into  an  or- 
dinance, and  was  to  continue  in  force  from  No- 
vember eighth,  till  that  time  twelve  months.  It 
was  afterwards  prolonged  for  three  years,  and  af- 
ter that  to  be  perpetual. 

Some  warm  debates  enfued  in  confequence  of 
propofmg  this  direftory;  fome  aflSrmed  that  the 
pajQTage  in  Timothy,  concerning  the  laying  on 
the  hands  of  the  presbytery,  was  a  fuflGicient  proof 
for  presbyters  ordaining  without  a  Biihop.    Meffrs 

SeldoQ 

proVation,  with  liberty  to  atJy  perfbn  or  peifons  tO  x&ake  ex- 
ceptions, f 

Upon  the  day  of  ordination  a  folemn  fad  ihall  be  kept  by  the 
congregation,  in  which,  after  a  fcrmon,  the  perfon  to  be  ordained 
ilia  11  make  a  public  confefHon  of  bis  faith,  and  declard  bis  refo- 
lutions  to  be  diligent  and  conilant  in  the  diicharge  of  his  pafltoral 
duty.  After  which  he  fhall  be  feparated  or  fet  a-part  to  the  paf- 
toral  office,  with  a  ihort  prayer,  and  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  the  miniders  prefent.  After  the  ordination  there  is  to  be  an 
exhortation  to  the  minifter  and  people,  and  the  whole  folemuity  t» 
conclude  with  a  pfalm  and  a  prayer.  It  is  further  ordained,  That 
all  ordinations,  according  to  the  former  ufage  of  the  church  of 
England,  as  well  as  thoie  of  Scotland,  and  other  reformed  (diurches^ 
jQiall  be  edeemed  valid. 

A  regiftcr  is  to  be  kept  by  every  prefbytery,  of  the  names  of 
the  perfons  ordained  by  them,  of  the  minifters  concerned,  and  of 
the  time  and  place  where  they  were  fettled.  No  money  or  gift 
whatfoever  iliall  be  received  from  the  perfon  ordained,  or  from  any 
one  on  his  behalf,  for  his  ordination,  or  any  tiling  relating  to 
it,  except  for  the  indruments  or  telUmonials,  which  iliall  not  cx« 
cced   ten  fliillings. 

Laflly,  It  is  ordained.  That  all  perfons,  ordained  according  to 
this  directory,  ihall  be  for  ever  reputed  and  taken,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  for  lawfully  and  fufficiently  authorifed  miniflcrs  of 
the  church  of  England,  and  as  capable  of  any  minifterial  employ- 
ment in  the  church,  as  any  other  pre(byter  already  ordained,  or 
hereafter  to  be  ordained. 
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Scidon  and  Lighifoot,  with  fbrae  othersj  when 
ithis  came  to  be  voted,  diflented*.  They  decli^red 
that  the  impofition  of  hands,  there  fpoken  of, 
was  only  for  the  admiffion  of  an  elder;  and 
though  elders  miglit  ordain  elders,  it  did  not  fol- 
low that  they  might  ordain  a  Bifliop.  The  in- 
dependents endeavoured  to  fupport  the  right  of 
every  congregation  to  ordain  its  own  .oflSicers: 
this  debate  continued  for  ten  days,  and  the;  ar- 
.guments  on  both  fides  were  afterwards  piibljflied 
by  mutual  confent  of  both  parties.  The  book  is 
entitled,  l^be  Grand  'Debate  between  presbytery 
and  independency.  The  presbyterians  at  lafl  car- 
ried the  point  by  a  tote;  againfl:  which  the  fol- 
lowing minifters  entered  their  diilent,  namely, 
Thomas  Goodwin,  Philip  Nye,  Jeremiah  Bur- 
roughs, iSidrach  Simpfon,  William  Bridge,  William 
Greenhill,  and  William  Carter. 

It  was  next  debated,  whether  ordination  might 
precede  eleftion   to  a   particular  charge.      Meffrs 
Herle,   Vines,    JPalmer,    Whitaker,    and  \  Calamy, 
were  for  the  affi-rmative,    and  they   argued  from 
the  ordination  of  Timothy,    Titus>    and.Apolos, 
who  were  ordained  without  any  particular  charge. 
They    likewiie  affirmed,    that    it    is  a    different 
thing  to  ordain  a  man  to  an  office,    and    appro- 
priate the    exercife  of  that  office   to  any  particu- 
lar  place  J  .  that    if  eleftion   muft   precede   ordina- 
tion,   there  would  be  occafion    for   an  ordination 
every  new  ele<SHon;  and  that  a  miniftef  could   be 
no  minifter  without  the  bounds  of  his  own  church 
•or  congregation^  and  fo  could  not  plant  churches 
,     Vol.  m.  2  or 
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jor  gather  any  new  congregations;  and  that  finally, 
this  would  make  a  church  to  be  neccffary  before 
church   officers,   which  they  would  not  admit. 

The  independents  replied  to  thefe  arguments, 
That  Timothy  and  Titus  were  extraordinary 
officers,  called  to  an  extraordinary  employmeiit, 
and  their  ordination  was  no  precedent  in  ordinary 
cafes: — That  it  appeared  to  them  highly  abfurd 
to  ordain  an  officer  without  a  province  wherein 
he  might  exercifc  it:  That  they  faw  fmall  in- 
conveqiency  in  re-ordinations,  though  they  did 
not  admit  the  confcquencc, — That  a  perfon 
regularly  orcjained  to  one  church,  muft  be 
re-ordained  to  another  upon  removal;  but  af- 
firmed, that  a  paftor  of  one  church  might  pre- 
serve his  charafter  in  all  places,  and  when  there 
was  extraordinary  fervice  to  be  done  in  planting 
new  churches,  or  baptizing  new  converts,  the 
churches  might  fend  their  officers,  or  create  new 
ones  for  that  purpofc.  The  principal  difficulty 
with  the  independents  was.  Thai  ordination,  with- 
out eleftion  to  a  particular  charge,  feemcd  to 
imply  a  conveyance  of  office  power;  which  ap- 
peared to  them  attended  with  the  .fame  difficulties 
as  a  lineal  fucceffion  of  Bifhops  from  the  apof- 
tles.  This  difpute  ijQTaed  in  a  compromife,  that 
it  appeared  mod  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God 
that  thofe  who  are  ordained  miniflers  be  ^eiigned 
to  fomc  particular  church. 

This  new  fabric  of  reformation  in  England  had 
fomething  very  curious  in  its  beginning:  the  par» 
iiament    iffiied    an  ordinance^   appointing  claffical 
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presbyters  to  ordain  minift.ers  within  their  fcvc-. 
ral  diftrifts,  when  as"  yet  there  was  not  one  claf- 
Ccal  presbytery  in  all  England.  We  are  indeed 
told  by  fome,  writers,  that  neccffiiy  of  affairs  re- 
quired fuch.an  ordinance;  for  the  (carcity  of  mi- 
nifters  would  not  admit  a  delay  till  the  whole 
appendages  of  presbytery  were  corapleated  :  there^ 
fore,  to  f^pply  this  defeft  for  the  prefent,  the 
whole  buCnefs  was  committed  to  the  aflembly,. 
who  appointed  a  committee  for  examination  of 
xninifters,  which  fliould  fit  every  Tuefday  and 
Thurfday,  at  two  o^clock  in  the  afternoon.  This 
committee,  under  the  infpeftion  and  care  of  the 
aflembly,  had  one  department  of  this  new  refor- 
mation afligned  them,  in  which  they  laboured 
abundantly.       ^ 

A  forna  of  church  government,  was  yet  want-* 
ing,   and  a  conunittee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
materials  for  a  new  form  of  difcipline,  and  church 
government.    This  jvas  a  matter  of  great  confe- 
quence,  becaufc  the  old  fyfte^i  was  now  diffolved 
by  aft  of  parliament,  and  no  other  ellabliflied  in- 
its  room.     The  parliament  was  the  fpring  of  all 
thofe   alterations,  for    the  aHcmbly   itfelf  was    a 
mere  creature  of  the  parliament,  and   beyond  the 
inftruftions  of  the  two    houfes,    they  could    nor,' 
nor  were  they  fuffered  to  proceed.      The  fource 
of  this   new  presbytery  in   England    was  purely 
Eraftian;  for  the  whole  power  of  this   affembly, 
and  the  limits  of  their  jurifdiftion,  was   bounded 
by    the    authority    of   parliament:  the.   queftions 
.which  they  were  to  determine  were  given  them 
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by  the  houfds  of  parliament,  who  kept  a  nega-f- 
rive  to  themfelves'  in  all  the  determinations  of 
the  affembly.  The  whole  form  of  presbytery, ' 
cojijpofed  by  this  fynqd  ^  of  divines,  was  as  really 
a  creature  of  the  t\vo  hopfes  of  parliament,  a* 
the  pld  fyftenj  was  a  creature  of  t}ie  regal  au- 
thority. •      * 

The  presbyteriai^s  and  independents  were  a- 
greed,  that  there  was  a  certain  form  of  church 
government  l^d  down  in  the  New  Teftament^ 
which  was  of  divine  inftitijtion,  but  they  differed 
widely  concerning  the  form  thereof.  The  Erafi- 
tians  and  independents  divided  againft  the  presby-^ 
tprians ;  the  queftion  was,  Whether  does  tpe  fcrtp- 
tures  hold  forth  that  many  particular  congregations 
majy  and  by  divine  injlitution  ought ^  to  be  under 
one  fresbyterian  government?  The  debates  on  this 
queftion  laded  thirty  days.  The  Eraflians  did 
not  objefl  to  the  presb'yterian  form  of  church 
governiijent  as  a  political  ipftifution  proper  to  be 
etlablifhed  by  the  civil  magiftrate,  but  they  would 
not  admit  its.  claim  to  divine ' right.  Mr  Seldon, 
Mr  iSt  John,  and  Eulftrode  Wbitloek,  Efq;  op-' 
pofed  this  plaim  of  the .  prcsbyterians,  and  made 
fome  fenfible  fp.eeches  on  the  fubjeft^.     But  the 
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^'Bulftrpicy  Efqr's  Speech, 
Mr  "Prolocutor y 
I  might  biuih '  to  fpeak,  in  a  reverend  af&mblyl  upon  the  qucA 
tion  now  in  dp^ate  before  you,  had  I  not  the  honour  of  being  one 
of  your  members,  fccn  your  candour  to  others,  and  obferyed  you 
Co  be  mofl  callable  to  give  fatisfacSlion  to  any  fcruple  here,  and  to 
enable  fuch  as  I  am  to  £i|isfy  obje<£ii6ns  abroad,  whereof  I  bav^ 
met  vfxtk  ibme,  *  your  que(f ion  nOt  being  under  fecrc/y. 
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indepcodents  proceeded  upon  other  principles,  and 
oppofed  the  divine  right  of  presbytery  by  advan- 
cing a  divine  right  oppofitc  thei^eto,  which  efta- 
bliftied  an  independency  in  the  church.  In  this 
debate  the  independents  were   fifteen  days  oppo- 

pents^  - 

By  govpnment,  ^  all  i^jca  ui^dcrfbind   thc.pnidcnt  ^d  well  ord^rr- 
iBg  of  perfons  and  aflfairs,    that   they  n^ay  live   well  and  liappily; 
and   the   government    of  the    chuiich,   the  ordering    and  ruling  of 
pcrfons  an4    matters,    having    relation   to   the .  "w,fl»r{hi]p   of  God    in . 
fpiritual  matters.     The  word  Prefbytcr  was  in  great  honour  among^ 
the  Jews,  being"  given    to  the  Tncmbcrs   of  their  great   fanbednixi» 
and  therefore  is  not  now.  fo  properly  to  be  attributed  to  t}ie  rulers  of; 
every  fmall  congregatipn.    '  I  am  ijone  of  thofe  Mr  Prplecutor,'   whp, 
except  againft'the  prefbyterian  govtrhment;    I  think  it  has  a  good 
foundation,   and  has  '  done  miich   good  in  the  chnirch  of  Chrift.-*  • 
But  Sir,   whether  this   form  of  gpver|»iTi«;nt  be  jurf    diiji^o,  or  not,- 
may.  admit  of  fome  difpute ;  .  and  whether  it    be  now  recjuilite  for . 
yott  to  declare  that  it  is  fop 

If  the  meaiiiDg  be;  that.it  i$  jure  ,^vino  tqclefifljltcoy  then  the  quef^,' 
tion  will  be  raifed  of  the  magiftrate'-s  impo&ng  forms  upon  men's, 
confciences,  for   then  they  will  be  only  the  magiftrates  impofition* 
But  if  the  meaning  be  jure  dtvino  ^^oivxcy   it  inuA   then  !be  the 
precept  of  God,   and  they  ar^  in  fad  .con4itio(i  who  are  x(Ot  vm^er; 
this  government :     but  it   is  bbjedied  that  no  form  '  of  government 
n  jure  divtnoy  boty,  that  in  general,  all  things  vwih  be  done  Recently' 
ajtd  in  order.     A  government   \*  cortainly  jure  divinoy^  but   whether 
prcfbytery,  cpifcopacy,  independency,    or  any  other  form  of  govern- 
metit  ht  jure  divhio  or'  nOt ;    that  is,  whether  there  be   a  prefcript, 
rule,  or  command  of  fcripturc  for  any  of  thcfc  forms,  wiU  not  be 
admitted  by,  many  as  a  clear  thing. 

It  may  therefore  not   be  unworthy  your  confideration,    ifrhether 
it  be  hot  nioce  prudent  '  at  this    time    to  forbear  to  declare  your 
judgments  in  this-  point  ?    The  truth  will  neverthelefs  .continue  tho 
fame.     If  this  government  be  not  jure  dtvino^  no  opinion  can  make 
it  fo;    and  if  it   he  jure  ^ivuto  it  continues  fo  ftill  though  you    do' 
not  declare  it  to  be  fo.      I  therefore    fubmit  it  to  your  judgments' 
whether  it  be,  not  better  at  this  time  to   avoid  giving  occafion  to 
diiputes  of  this  nature,  and  only  to  prefent  your  judgment   to  par« 
Uament,    That    the  government    of    the    church  by  preft>ytenes   is 
n^oft  agreeable  to  the  word  of  Gpd,    and  xno(^  fit  to  be  fettled  iq ; 
this  kingdom ;    or,  in  other  expreflions,  you  may  thinlc  fit  to  clothe- 
yoar  queftton,  and  I  hope  you  miy  foon  have  a  defired  iiru^. 
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nents,  and  other  fifteen  refpondents.  To  give 
the  reader  a  concife  view  of  tWs  controverfy,  1 
ffiall  give  the  fum  thereof  f/om  the  grand  de- 
bate between  presbytery  and  independency. 

The  difpute  was   concerning    the  form   of  the 
^rjl  church  at  yerufaUmy  the/ubordination  offynods, 
and  lay  elders.    The    independents    affirmed,  that 
the  firft  church  at  Jerufalem  was  no  lafger  than 
CQuM  afiemble  in   one   place.     This  ^  point    they 
endeavoured  to  c^efend  from  ^ds  i.  15.  ii.  1.46. 
7.12.14.   vi.  2.  5.  viii.  XV.  4.   22.     In  all  thefc 
paffages  they  aflSirmed  that  the  word  Church  fig- 
nified  a  Cngle  congregation  of  profeffed  believers,; 
aflfembled  in  one  place,  to  perform  all  the  afts  of 
worfhip  and  church  difcipline.~That  they  were  all 
in  Qne  place  when  they  elefted  one  to  fucceed  Judas, 
"who  fell  in  his   trangreffion.-i-That   when    they 
were   advanced   to   three    thoufand,  they  met  in 
oskt  place,  and  when  they  were  encreafed  to  dou- 
ble that  number,  they  were  with  6ne  accord  in' 
one   place,     to  choofe   deacons  to   jake   care  of 
the  poor. — That  after  the  difperfion,   thofe  difci- 
pies     mentioned    in    ^Eis    viii.  remained    affem- 
bled  in  one  place  as  a  church  ;•  and   when   they 
afferabled  upon  the  queftioa  concerning  circumci'- 
fic«,  the  whole  church  was    prefent.     They  al- 
lowed that  there  was  a  presbytery  mentioned  in 
fcripturcy  but  that  it  was  no  other  than  a  pres- 
bytery of  elders  of  one  particular  church.    They 
objefted  to  the  high  power,  which  the  presby- 
teries claimed,    with  regard  to  the    right  of  ad- 
miffionii  and  expulfion  from  the  church,  with  pains 
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and  penalties,  which  they  affirmed  were  contrary 
to  fcripture,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  power  of 
the  civil  magiftrate* 

The  presbyterians  replied  to  thefe  arguments, 
— That  the  church  of  Jerufalcm  was  made  up 
of  more  congregations  than  one;  which  appeared 
from  the  multitude  of  difciples  mentioned  in  divers 
places  from  the  many  apoftles  and  teachers  in  the 
church  of  Jemfalem,  who  could  not  exercifc 
their  gifts  in  one  aflembly;  and  from  ih^  div^r- 
fity  of^  tongues,  mentioned  in  ^ils  ii,  and  ^ds  vi» 
By  admitting  that  the  difciples  were  too  nume- 
rous to  aifemble  in  one  place,  they  alledged,  that' 
it  was, a  fair  confequence  to  infer  that  they  wer6 
under  one  presbyterian  gpvemment,  becaufe  they 
are  ftill  called  one  church ;  the  elders  of  which 
arc  frequently  mentioned  in  the  fame  Book.  The 
learned  critics  were  divided  in  their  opinion  con- 
cerning this  point;'  namely,  Dr  Temple,  Ught- 
foot,  Selden,"*  Colman,  Vines,  and  others:  buc 
when  it  came  to  a  vote,  it  was  tarried  for  the 
presbyterians. 

The  presbyterians  argued  fiirthcr,  that  the 
fcripture  fpeaks  of  an  ^  appeal  from  one  or  two 
brethren  to  the  whole  church,  in  Matt,  xviii.  15* 
and  of  the  appeal  of  the  church  at  Antloch  to 
the  apoftles  and  ciders  at  Jcrufalem,.  ^ils  xv*  2, 
The  independems  affirmed,  that  a  fynod  of  prcs'* 
byters  is  no  where  in  fcripture  called  a  church; 
and  that  the  appeal  of  the  church  of  Antioch 
Was  only  for  advice  in  a  particular  cafe,  not  for 
11  judicial,  determination;    and    fuppofing   the  af^ 
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.  fembiy  of  apoftlcs  and  elders  at  Jerufalera^  it 
eould  acither  be  ,  provincial  nor  national  to  tjie 
church  at  Antioch,  and  therefore  could  be  no 
proof  of  the  fuborditiation  of  church  judicatories. 
The  presbyterians  fairly  lOft  the  argument  in  this 
pointy  for  though  churches  in  the  .fame  nation 
are  fubjeft  to  a  national  afferably,  it  does  not 
follow  that  churches  in  other  nations  are  fubor- 
dinate  to   the  jurifdiftion  of  thofe  in  others. 

Thofe  who  were  deeply   read  in  Jewifli  anti- 
quities, had  an  opportunity  to  difplay  their  learn- 
ing on  this  occafion;    for  as  the  presbyterian  go- 
:Vernment  was  fuppofed  to  be  founded  upon^  the 
maxims  of  .the  Jewifh  courts,  it  was  judged  ne- 
•  cei&ry   to  enquire  what   power   thefe  judicatures 
liad,    that  thereby   they    might   underftand    what 
ihc  power  oof  presbytery  ought    to    be.      It   was 
argued,    in   behalf  of  church  authority,    that  the 
priefts  held  one  court,  and  the  civil  magiflrate  a- 
xiother,    Selden    denied  this,    and  endeavoured  to 
prove, -from  the  pra&ice  of  the  Jews,    that  the 
church  had  no  civil  authority.    After  many  long 
difputes,  the  presbyterian  government  was  voted 
by  a  large  majority,    and  the  authority  of  lay  el- 
ders confirmed  as  an  office  which  Chrift  bath  left 
10   his   church  for  government,   befides   miniflers 
of  the  word.    Againfl  this  vote  the  independents 
entered  thdF  difTent   in  writing,  and    complained 
fo  the  world  of  the  ill  ufage  they  met  with  in^ 
the  aiTembly;   that  the  papers  they  offered  were 
not   read ;    that  they  were  not  allowed .  to  (lace 
their  own  queftionsj  that  the  d&m}?\j    faid    if 
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Was  net  wdnh  thert*' while  to  fpcnd  tinife  with 
fo  inconfiderable  a  body  of  mM;  tlicjr  likewife 
affirmed,  that  the  iffcmbly  i-efufed  td  debate  their 
main  propofition  \  which  wa'si  Whether  the  divine 
right  of  chunb  ^tnferrirnmt  did  ndt  rmain  with  every 
particular  ctnigregatim?  Tb  all  this  it.  ifras  re- 
plied. That  the  affembly  werfc  ilot  d>nfciQU9  they 
had  done  them  any  iojuftice,  and  ipr  i\it  reft^ 
they  were  the  mod  proper  judged  of  their  own 
ttidhod  of  proceeding. 

.The  presbytcrians  had  now  carried  their  main 
it>ohit  in  the  affembly  df  divines;  btit'.as  it  had 
yet  \6 '  pafs ,  through  the.  houfes  of  Lords  and 
Comtqons,,  they  were  ftlU  utider  fomb  concern^ 
•  The  jBr^ftian^^  Who  had  now  no  hopes  fVom  the 
affembly,  watched  thar  opportunity  in  the.Houftt 
of  Commons,  tod  endei?oored  to  mtifter  all  iheir 
force  againft;  Ithc,  diyfne  right  .  of  «t^re$bytery. 
They  were  fare  of  all  the. independent  party  to  join 
ynth  them  in  this  dppoiition,  andj  were  pretty 
fure  of  a  majority  on  their  fide.  When  the  de^* 
bate  was  td  come  dn^  this  presbyteriians  were  all 
early  id  their  piaees  ito  hopes,  to  carry  the  quef* 
don  before  the  houfe  was  full ;  \m%  Mr  Glya 
percciTibg  their  intention^  mad? '  a. .  loifg  fpeech 
concerning  thtjus  divinum;  and  Whitlqcl^  ralarged 
i^pon  the  fubje£l  till  the  houfe  was  full.  When 
ihe  queilion  was(  put^  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, ani|  the  affeimbly's  propofition  made  to  (land 
thus.  That  it  if  kv^uly  and  i^greeable  to  the 
word  of  Godi  tbat:  the  church  be  governed  by  con- 
gregationali^  clqfficalp  and^ynodical  ajfemblies.  This 
Vol.  IIL  A  a  was 
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i^as  a  iad'  mortificatioir  to  the  presbyteriaos,  Vfho 
had  determined:  ia .  the  aflemb^  that:  presbytery 
vns  the  cmly  gbTtmmekit'  of  Cbrift's  church  by 
divine  right.  The  Scots  commiiSoBers  were  en- 
raged to  the  laft  degree,  aod  endeavoured  to  a* 
km  aU  the  citizens  of  London  with  the  danger 
df  the  church ;  they  proceeded  fo  for  as  to.  pre- 
vail with  the  comoioa  council  to  petition  the  par- 
fiamene,  thac  the  preshyteri^n  diftifdine.  might  be 
cftabliflied  as  the  difcipline  of  Jcfus  Chrifti  but 
she*  Commons  aniwered  them  with  a  frown,  fay- 
Sng^  that  the  citizens  muft  bofve  been  mifinformed 
6f  the  proceeding  of  the  hoole,  or  elfe  they 
would  not  have  pr^ipitsfed  the  judgment  of  parlia-^ 
ni$nt»  They  liext  prevailed^  with  the  city  mmi-^ 
ftersf  to  petition,  but  when  they  came  to  the 
houfe,  the  fpeaker  told  them^  that  they  needed 
not  wait  for  an  aniwer,  but  go  home  and  look 
to  the  charges  of  thdr  feveral  congregations;  up- 
on this  -  the  Commons  appointed  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  rife  of  the  petitions. 

The  presbytertansi  defpairing  of  fck:cefs  with 
the  Commons,  neJct  applied  to  the  Lords,  who 
received  them  civilly,  and  ^romifed  to  confider 
their  petition,  but  after  two  months  had  pafled, 
there  was  no  notice  taken  of  it^  This  put  them 
out  of  all  patience,  and  they  proceeded  to  renevr 
their  application;  and  to  give  it  more  weight, 
they  prevailed  with  the  Lord  May (»*,  and  courr 
^f  Aldermen,  to  go  at  their  head  with  an  ad^ 
drefs,  "  For  a  fpeedy  fetilement  of  church  go- 
^^vemmeat,  according  to  tloie  oovcpant|  and  that 
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^'  00  tbtemidb  might  be  ^imk  t&ft^pttf/  ptclx^ 
^  ^^  fiipm*fticio9>  hcrefy^  iprofanenefs,  or  any  thiog 
^'  GOBCrary  to  found  doihine,  and  tbat  all  pritat^ 
^  afTemhlies  might  be  ;  reftr^iaed*'^    \Thk  addfcTi 
hgd  little  eficA;  the  houfes  were   not  fo   eafily 
alarmed  as  to, give  themfclves  piuqh . trouble  , con- 
cerning the  peenih .  com{>laints  ojF  «   number  of 
intolerant  clergymen,  who  were  bent  on  mining 
all   who  would  Jiot  agree   with  thpm  in  every 
religious  fentiment*    Thefe  petitieoS'  and  addreflfes 
greatly  hurt  the  canlecf  the  jpresbyrerliansi  foe 
indifferent  rperibns  ^perceived  what  they  hadito  ex-^ 
pe6^^  if  cmce  men  <>f   fuch  tyrahniciikl  prindfilea 
were  in.  ppffcflxoa.of  the  jruling  power j  ^nd  fpc 
that  reafon  were  -  roufed  to  oppofe  them^  for  the 
fake  of  their  qwn  prefervarioit, 
,  The  feyereft  debate  between  the.:a2emb}y  and 
parliament,  w^s  concerning  the  power  of  the  keys^ 
whi^ch  the  aflembly  had  Tpted  to.  be  in  the  el^ 
derflup  or  pfcsbytcry  by  divine  right.    The  in-^ 
dependents  claimed  the  fan\e  privilege  for  the  bre^ 
thren  of  eveiy  cbriftian    congregation,  but  with 
this  exception,   that  they  deCred  no  civil  penal* 
ties  to  he  annexed  to  their  di(cipline«  .  When  the 
queftion  came  before   the    Houfe   of  Commons^ 
thofe  who  were  called  Eraftians,  vrere  againft  all 
iufpen^lons  and    excommunications,    and    of^xsfed 
them  with   fuch  force  of   ^gfxmcnt^    that   they 
4;aggered  many  who  thought  themfelves  well  con^ 
iprmed    in    the  principles    of    church    difcipline^ 
}Sx  SeldoQ  made  a  long  fpeech  upon  the.  occa^ 

Aa  2  fion,^ 


(  m  ) 

fion,  and  Whitlock  enlarged  on  the  fame  fubjeft^. 
^tht  parliament  did  not  think,  it  prudent  nor 
politically  wife^  to  rejeA  the  ordinance  for  excom- 
munication 'altogether^  Ibecauie   it  had    been   the 

'  popular 

^  A^r  SelMs  Sp/ech  dgdnfl,  Sujptnfimi  and  Zxeommwnea^rt, 
That  for  f6ur  Aioufahd  ycart  i^eire^Va^  b6  Uw  tVAiTpicnd  pcr- 
fi)a5  from  teligious  czercUes.  Str;uigcri  were  indeed  kept  from  the^ 
^afTover,  but  they  were  pagans  and  not  of  the  jewiih  religion. 
The  qtieCHon  is  hot  fdr  kfepin^  away  pigans,  in' tiioies' of  "chrilU- 
jmity, .  but  pTQtcftanU  f^om  proteftaiiit  wprfhip.  N6  divine  cai^ 
&ew  that  there,  is 'any.  Aich  command  as  this  t«  fpfpend  from  the 
/acrament.  No  man,  is  kept  from  t\^i  facrament,  eo  nonuHe,  becauie 
he  is  guilty  otaay^liA'  by  ttie  cbnftitution  of  the  reformed  churches; 
or  becaufc  he  has  net.  made  iatisfadtioQ.  Every  man  is  a  finner; 
the , 'differexice  is  only,'  that  the  one  is  in  private  and  the 
oihcr^^' in  public  'Hie  'edcleflc^s  In  MaVthew  were '  die' coutts  olF 
^•fw,  which  then  &t  at  Jerufalem.  .Nq man  can  Jhcv  any.euCkm* 
snunkation  till  the  Fope'^  iHSor  and  Zophoxinus  (two  hundred  years 
<efcer  Chrift)  firft  began  tKem  upon  private  <}uarrels,  whereby.it  ap- 
jpcars  that  cxcommtmicatioh  is  an'  human  invention  taken  fi^m  the 
beathens. 

Mr  Wbitlock  enlarged  en  tht  fyme  /ubjeB  and  Jidd, 
^  The  affcmbiy  of  diHhcs' have*' petitioned. 'and  advifcd  C^is*  hdiiic* 
that  in  every  pre/hytery,  or.  pxe(b3ftfrian  congregation,    the  paftDrs 
and  ruling  elders  may   have  power .  to  ci^commuDicate  and  fufpend 
iuch  ks  they  &all  Js^^e  i^ora'ht  6i  fcanUaious.    5y  paftors,  I  Tup- 
pbiCi  .'they  inc^n  tbem(<tWes  or  otheka.' who  aire  or  may  be',  preachers,' 
.  and  woyld  bp  Bifhops  or  overfeers  of  their  congregatious.    By  ruNxig 
ciders  tliey'xnean  a*  r9le^  number    of  fucii,  in  'every  copgrceation, 
a«  ihall  be  chofeo  for'  the  etecution  oC^  g6vernmene  and  difcipline' 
therein.     A  pafUur  is    one  who    is' to    feed  the  iheep:    and  if  £o^ 
.,   w>^  mipropcr  muft  it  be  for  fuck    todcTire  to  excommunicate  any, 
j!^%r  keep  them  from  their ^food  ?    To  fOrbid' any  to  eat;    oi  ^hom- 
ibever  they  ihail  judge  unworthy,   wEcn  OriOi  has  faid,   Take^  iai  j 
«»4  drink  ye  all  of  it,  tho*  Judas  was  one  of  them.    But  fome,  have  / 
Aid;  It  is  the  duty  of  a  £hepher<l,   when  he  fees  the  fliccp'fccd-[y 
ioff/tipon*  that  twhich  wtili  do  them  hurt,  to  chacc  them  away  from 
,   .i^                    that  pafture;   and  they  apply  this  to  fufpending  thofc  from  the.  fa. 
'"                    cramcnt,  whom  they  fear,  by  eating  and  drinking  unworthily,  may 
eat  and  drink  thdr  pwn  damnation.    But  it  ought  lo  bctcfflcmbered 
'        ••  that 
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popular  clamour  under  the  epifcopil  goveromene^ 
that  minifters  had  not  authority  to  keep  uoworchy 
communicants  from  the  Lard's  table;  yet .  thefe 
learned  men  had  fo  wrought  upon  the  hduiib,  by 
the^r  fpeoc^esi    that  they    rcfolved  to  grant  this 

ordinance, 

that  It  is  not  eating  and  drinking  the   facrament,  but  the   unwor- 
ihineCs  of. the  receiver  that  brings  deftru&ion;   and  this  cannot  be 
within  the  judgment  of  any   h^%  the    pc^ion   bixnfeif^    who    alone 
can  examine  liis    own  heart;    nor  can  any    one  produce  a    com- 
iniffion  for  another  to  be  judge  thereof.    But  it  is  faid,  that  ruling 
elders,  are  to  be  joined  with  the'  pjkftMs;    and    in    fbme  couiftry 
villages;  and.  cQi^egations,  perhaps,  they  nuy  no^  be.  more  learned^ 
and  yet  tde  authority  given  thiem  is  ve^  great :    the  word  Elderf 
among   the  Jews  llgAified   men' of  the  greatcfl;' power  and  dignity; 
fo  it   was  among  the   Rqipans^  whofe    fen^te  wj^^  fo  called  from 
Jenes  elders.     The  higheft   title  among  the  French,  Spaniards^    aad 
Italians,   feigneur   and   feignior,     is  but   a  corruption  of  the  Latin 
word  ftMor  or  elder.    The  fame  may  b^  obferved  in-  our  £nglifh 
corporations,  where  the  beft  and  moft  fubftantial  perfons  are  caUed 
Aldermen,   or  Eklierihen.    Thus  "the  title  of  elders    may    be  given 
to  the  chief  men  of  every  prefbyteij,  but  if  the  power  of  excom- 
munication be  give*  to  ihem,"  they  may 'challenge  tlie  title  of  dp 
ders  in  the  highefl  dgnificatipn.    Ppwer  is  defired  to  be  given  to 
fufpcnd  ififom  the  facraments  two  forts  of  perfons,  tht  ignorant,  and 
fcandalous:   now  it  is.  poilible,    that  they   who    are   judged  to  be 
competent  in  one  place,  may  be  deemed  ignorant  in  another;  bow* 
fvcri  to  keep  them  from  the  ordinances  is  no  way  to  improve  their 
knowledge.     Scandalous   perfons  are  likewife  to  be  fufpendcd^    and 
jhis  is  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  paftors  and  ruling  elders; 
but  where  have  they  fuch  a  commiffion  ?   Scandalous  finncrs  ihould 
l^e  admonHhcd  to  foriake  their  evil  ways,  and  amend  their  lives  ^ 
and  how  can  this  be  done  better   than,  by  allowing  them  to  hear 
gt^od  icrmons,  and  partake  of  holy  oidinances.    A  man  may  be  a 
good  phyflciau  though    he  never  cuts'   off'  a  member  from  his  pa- 
tient;   and  a  church  may  be  a  good   church,  though   no  member 
of  it   has 'ever  been   cut  off.      I  have  heard  many  Complaints '^pf 
the  jurifdidtion  of  the  prelates,  who  were   but  few :    now  in  this 
ordini&ice  there  will  be  a  great  multiplication  of  fpiritual  men  in 
government;    but  I  am  of  opinion,  that  where  the  temporal  fword 
i#  fufikient  for  the  punifhment  of  oficndexsy  there  will  be  no  need 

of  this  new  difcipiiac.  ' 

{..     .  .      .       . 
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Oidtnancd,  ami  yet  render  it  of  Tery  little  dl^ 
£3r  the  purpofes  for  which  the  afiembly  intended 
it.  They  rpropofed  to  the  affembly  to  mention^ 
in  wttiting,  ^  ^hat  degrees  of  knowledge  in  the 
chrifUan  religion  were  necefTary  W  qualify  per* 
fons  for  the  communion,  and  what  fort  of  fcan* 
dais  defcrved  fufpenfion.  or  excommunication.  This 
puzzled  the  aflembly  greatly ;  but  as  they  were 
in  honour  obliged  to  fay  fomething  upon  the 
fubje^,  they  agreed,  after  much  alteration,  upoa 
a  long  lift  of  articles,  which  the  parliament  in« 
ferted  in  their  ordmance  for  fufpenfion  ftom  tht 
Lord's  fuppcr,  together  .with  certain  provifos,  which 
took  away  their  force  ^.    It  is  manifefl  from  the 

;         pro- 

*  TRuJes  fir  fiJ^enHfig  from,  the  facrament^  in  cafe  •/  i^noranc^* 
'   T.  All  that  do  not  know  and  heUeve  the  bejn^  of  ^  God,  an4 
the  Holy  Ttinity. 

2.  T))ey  ths^t  are  not  acqualnte4  with  original  fin.  vid  the  fall 
of  man. 

3.  They  that  don*t  believe  Chrift  to  be  God  and  0199^  our  mc« 
«tiator  and  redeemer. 

4.  That  Chrift  and  his  benefits  are  applied  only  by  faitbi  which 
f^th  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  implies  a  trufting  in  him;,  for  the  re* 
miffion  of  fins,  ^nd  life  cverlafting. 

5.  The  nece$ty  of  fincere  repcntan^ce,  and  a  holy  lifei  in  ordc^. 
to  falyation. 

6.  The  nature  and  importance  of  the  two  facramcnts,  efp^ciaUg^ 
•f  the  Lord's  fupper. 

7.  That  tke  fpuls  of  the  faithful  do  immediately  live  with, 
Chrift  after  death ;  and  the  fouli  of  the  wicked  iauncdiatcly  gp  toy 
hell.  ^ 

f.  The  refurreiS^on  of  the  body,  and  a  final  judgment* 

Me^  for  fu/penfiott  in  cafe  of  fsMndaU 
The  ^derfliipi  fl>all  have  power  to  fufpOKi  from  the  &cramcat 
«U  fcandakms   persons  heresftcr-mentiomfd,    and  &•  others,   being 
4aly  convi^ed  by  the  oaths  of  twp^  TntsefleSy  01;  their  own  con« 
^elfion;  that  is  to  fay, 

I.  Al^ 
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f«0YUb6  in  this  prdioance,  that  the  parliament 
were  not  difpofed  to  give  up  the  fpirimal  fword 
totally  inXQ  the  hamk  pf  the  churchy  nor  to  fob- 
jeA  their  civil  rights^  as  citizens^  to  the  jurifdiaion 
of  a  fet  of  meoy  whofe.  intereft  it  was  to  rule  in 
fach  a  maoner  aa  to  keep  the  laity  in  due  fub-» 

jefiioa* 

t.  All  blarphemers  agamft  God,  hit  holy  trord,  or  iaaamCBta. 
.  ».  InocftuQus  peripnSd 

3.  Adulterer^* 

4*  Fomicaton. 

5.  Dnmkaids. 

'6.  ?ro£uw  fweiuren  and  curieri. 

7*  Mttidenrs. 

a.  Wor{hipper»  of  ixBafct«  crofles,  ctudfixes,  or  relics^ 

9«  AU  that  make  izzkajps  of  the  Tiinity,  or  of  any  peribn  tliereof* 

xo.AU  xtUgioat  irodhippers  of  iaiats,  angels,  or  any  mere  crea^ 
twc. 

11.  Such,  ai  dedaie  themielves  not  to  txi  in  <^atity  i*ith  tbciM 
■eiflliboiais. 

12.  Such  as  challenge  others  to  a  duel,  or  that  {hail  accept  {uih 
chaUeqgc, 

.  13.  Such,  as  hnowia^y  fiudl  carry  a  dullei^y  cither  hj  vordg 
SKflage^  or, writing. 

14*  Such  a^  .profane  the  Lord's  day  by  dancing,  playing  at  cards 
ox  dice,  or  any  other  game;  or  that  ihall,  on  the  Lord*s  day,  nfe 
Bufkingy  wakes^  ihooting,  bovling,  playing  at  foot-baU  or  ftool-^ 
ball,  vreftUngi  ^9^  ^t  pM  xeibrt  to  plays,  interludes,  fencing, 
buU-baiting  or  bear-baiting;  Or,  that  fhall  vie  havking,  hunting, 
courfiog,  fifliing  or  fowling^  or,  that  ihall  publicly  expoie  any 
^ares  to  iale^  otherwise  than  is  proTided  hy  ike  ordinance  of  April 
the  fixth,  one  thoufand  ix  hundred'  and  forty-four  ^  or,  that  /hall 
travel  on  the  Lord's  day  vrithout  reafonable  caufe. 

15*  Such  as  keep  known  ttcvn,  or  brothel-houi^;  or  that  jKafl 
{blicit  the  cha(lity  of  any  perron  for  himfrlf  or  another. 

itf.  Such,  parents ,  as  give  their  confent  to  marry  their  childroa 
to  papiils;  and  fypk  ^9  do  themielves  marry  a  papifl. 

17.  Such  as.  confult  for  advice,  witches,  wizards,  or  forttuc- 
tellcr;;. 

X  8.' Such  as  alTault  their  parents,  or  any  magi  (bate,  miniAer,  or 
tlder,   in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

xp.  Such 
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jiedion;  The  Scots  commiffioDers,  and  tht  ElngUitt 
Presbyterians  were  grieVbufly  offended  at  thofe 
reftrifiions ;  for  the  church  was  thfereby  deprived 
of  a  power,  which  the  ^f&mbly  had  declared  to  * 
beldtl^  tB  her  by  divind  right.  They  wefc  rea^ 
dy  t6  allow  bf  appeals  from  one  fpirittlal.  court 
to  another^  but  could  not  endure  the  thoughts  of 

ap- 

tp.  Such  as  {hall  be  legally  attaine^l  of  M^etry,  forgery,  ext6r- 
tion  or  bribery. 

And  the  iirreral  elderfhifis  fhall  have  power  to  fnfpeBd  all  smni- 
lUrty  who  (hall  be  duly  convidted  of  any  of  the  crimes  above^men* 
tionedy  from  giying  or  receiving  the  Lord's  iupper.  Pcrfotis  ihC- 
pended  by  one  congregation  (hall  not  be  admitted  to  the  (ilcraraenc 
by  another,  without  a  certificate  from  that  congrfcgatioii  ttf  whkh 
he  was  a  thember.  But  in  all  cafes  of  fufpeniion,  if  the  pafty 
fufpended  (hall  manifeft  his  repentance,'  before  -the  eldeHhip  by 
whom  he  was  fufpended,  he  (hall  be  re-admitted  to  the  Lord'^ 
fupper,  And  the  fufpeniion  taken  off. — But  then  foUow  the  pro- 
▼ifos,  which  ftrippcd  the  prefbyteries  of  that  power  of  the  key^ 
which  they  wefe  teachihg  at  i 

Provided  always.  That  if  any  peribn  find  himlelf  aggrieved  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  preflyytery  to  which  jie  belbngi,  h^  may  ap- 
peal to  the  claifical  elder(hip,  from  them  to  the  provincial  ^em^ 
bly,  ^rem  them  to  the  national,  and  from  them  to  the  pafUa- 
toent. 

*Tis  further  provided.  That  the  cogMzanee  and  eiamination  of 
all  capital  fences  (hall  be  referred  entn>e  to  the  magi(brate  ap-^ 
pointed  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  who,  upon  his  committing  > 

the  party  to  prilbn,  (hall  make  it  certificate  to  the  elderflup  of 
the  congregation  to  which  they  beldtiged,  who  may  Hetopon  Tul^ 
|>end  them  from  the  (acrament. 

The  prefbytery  or  elderdup  (hall  not  liave  cognizance  of  any 
thing  relating  to  contradt,  payments,  demands;  or  df  ahy  matter 
of  conveyance,   title,  intereft,   or  property  in  linds  of  goods. 

No  u(e  (hall  be  made  of  any  confedioti  of  pr6of,  made  before 
an  el4cr(hip,  at  any  trial  at  law  of  any  perfon  f6r  any  oflencel 
And  *tis  further  ordained.  That  thoie  members  of  parliament,  who 
are  members  of  the  affembly  of  divines,  or  any  (even  of  theni^ 
ihall  be  a  (landing  committee,  to  confider  of  (uch  other  oflTences, 
which  may  be  conceived  to  be  a  (ufficient  ciaufe  of  fulpenfion  frofiS 
the  fa^ri^jmciily  and  (hall  lay  them  before  the  parliament. 
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appealing  to  any  civil  magiftrate  as  their  lafl: 
fhifr.  This  chcy  called  Eraftianifm,  and  accounted 
a  very  great  infringement  on  the  intrinfic  power 
of  the  church.  The  parliament  were  fenlible  of 
the -ambition  of  the  affembly,  in  intending  to  make 
t^e  church  independent  upon  the  (late,  and  for 
that  reafon  bound  them,  more  clofely  by  the  laws. 
They  made  a  new  ordinance,  wherein  they  fub- 
j.efted  all  their  determinations  to  the  cognizance  of 
the  civil  magifti:ate. .  By  this  ordinance,  every  perfoa 
who  thought  himfelf  injured  by  any  church  court, 
might  appeal  to  the  parliament  for  redrefs,  who 
had  authority  to.  reverfe  the  fentence  of  the 
highefl:  church,  affembly. ,  ] 

The  parliament '.had  been  hurried  into  the  or- 
dinance   of   fufpenfion ,  of   ignorant   perfons   from 
the,  facrament,    by   the   importunity   of    the   city 
(^cr^y,    and     they     now    perceived,   their    error. 
They .  confidqred    it   highly ,  abfurd   to   fettle   the 
power   and  jurifdifllon  of  elderfhips,  when   there 
was   not   one  presbytery .  in   all   England.      They^ 
had  voted  that  there,  ihould  be  an  eleftion  .of  el- 
ders  throughout  air  "England   and  Wales,   and  had 
given    fome    rules    for    this    purpofe,   but   it   was 
fome  time  after  before  they  paffed  their  vote  in- 
to a  law,  and    it   was  fubjeft   to   certain    regula- 
tions.    The    Lords    were   unwilling    to    pafs   this 
ordinance,  and    took    fome    time   to  coufider   it; 
this  alarmed    the  presbyterian   clergy,  and   made 
them  petition   the  Houfe  of  Lords   to   put  their 
^niihing  hands    to   the   bill. '    This   petition  was 
fubfcribcd  by  three  hundred   minifters  of  Suffolk 
Vol.  III.  B  b  and 


V 


(     194    ) 

*  •  • 

and  Effex;  it  contained  grievous  complaints  of  the 
decay  of  religion,  and  the  want  of  church  difci- 
pline,  and  an  earneft  prayer  to  the  Lords  to  fi- 
nifti  fuch  a  good  work.  The  Lords  at  lafl;  con- 
fenced,  and  presbyterian  church  goverqment  was 
now  eftablifhed  as  far  as  the  two  houfes,  by  an 
Ordinance  of  parliament,  could  do  it.  But  this 
eftablifliincnt  was  ftiil  in  a  probationary  fituation; 
for  the  preamble  of  the  ordinance  which  efta- 
blifhed  it,  declared,  That  if  npon  trial,  it  was 
not  found  acceptable,  it  fhould  be  reverfed  or 
amended. 

The  principles  of  presbytery  were  now  in  a 
fenfe  eftabliihed,  though  no  party  was  fatisfied 
with  the  eftablifliment.  This  new  fyftem,  which 
was  now  appointed  to  be  the  religion  of  the 
nation,  was  as  intolerable  as  the  prclatical  fyftem  j 
for  it  allowed  of  no  liberty  of  confcience,  and 
claimed  a  civil  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical  power  over 
men's  perfons  and  properties.  All  the  fubjefts  of 
the  nation  were  now  at  the  mercy  of  every  prag- 
matical clergyman  or  lay  eld^r,  who  was  difpofed 
to  give  them  trouble;  and  who,  for  the  fmalleft 
conceived  oiSence,  had  it  in  his  power  to  diftrefs 
the  firft  man  in  the  nation.  The  epifcopalians 
and  independents  were  now  excluded  from  all  to- 
leration, and  devoted,  by  the  folemn  league  and 
covenant,  to  whatever  punilhments  their  fuperiors 
ihould  pleafe  to  infliS  upon  them;  the  presbyte- 
riies  had  an  abfolute  power*  over  all  the  communi- 
cants in  the  kingdom,  unlefs  they  thought  fit  to  ap- 
peal to  parliament;  and  even  this  liberty  of  appeal 
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was  a  matter  of  murmuring  and  difcontent  among 
the  clergy.  When  the  fcheme  was  laid  before 
the  general  affembly  of  Scotland,  and*  the  parlia- 
ment of  that  nation,  as  a  plan  of  uniformity  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  they  were  not  fatisfied, 
but  infifted  that  it  (hould  be  amended,  and  of- 
fered fcveral  exceptions^.  When  the  exceptions 
were  delivered  to  the  Scots  commiffioners,  before 
the  houfc.  had  returned  an  anfwer,  fome  officious 
perfon  publifhed  them;  this  provoked  the  Englifli 
parliament  to    fuch    a  degree,   thai    they    voted 

B  b  i  "  them 

*  i.  That  Ao  godljr  minlfter  may  be  excluded  from  beingainexD» 
ber'  of  claifical,   provincial,  or  national  aiTemblies. 

».  That  the  ordinary  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  national  af«» 
lembly  may  be  fixed;  with  a  referve  of  power  to  the  parliament 
to  convene  them  wlicn  they  pleafe ;  and  a  liberty  to  tlie  church  to 
meet  oftner  on   neceflary  occaiions.  ^ 

3.  That  the  congregational  elderihip  may  have  power  to  jtidge 
in  cafes  of  fcandal,  not  exprefled.  This,  they  conceive,  cannot  be 
conlbrued  lodging  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  church;  whereas  on 
the  other  hand,  the  appointing  fuch  provincial  commiflion^rs  a& 
are  (etded  in  the  ordinance,  will  occaiion  difputes,  create  a'  difcon- 
formity  between  this  and  other  churches,  and  is  a  mixture  in  church 
government  altogether,  without  precedent.  This  bufinefs  therefore,^ 
they  conceive,  may  be  bettet  managed  by  afFcmblics  of  minifters 
and  ruling  elders. 

4.  That  the  ordinance  for  ordination  of  minifters  may  be  perpe- 
tual. 

S'  The  manner  of  fubje<fting  church  aflemblics  to  the  controul 
•nd  decifion  of  parliament,  being  very  liable  to  miftakes;  the  ex- 
emption likewife  of  perfwns  of  diftindkion  from  ccclcfiaftical  cenfures. 
and  the  admlniftring  the  facramcnt  to  fome  perfons,  againft  the 
confcience  of  the  miniftry  and  elderihips*,  thefe,  and  Tome  other 
particulars,  being  more  than  they  can  admit,  they  deHre  may  be 
altered  to  general  fatisfa<5tion. 

6,  As  to  the  articles,  relating  to  the  perpetual  officers  of  the 
church,  with  their  refpe^ve  functions;  the  order  and  power  of 
church  aflemblies;  the  directions  for  public  repentance  or  penance; 
the  rules  for  ezcommonication  and  abfoludon. 
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them  to  be  burnt  by  the  bands  of  the  common 
hangman,  which  was  done  accbrdingly.  The 
Commons  foon  after  publilhed  their  anfwer,  which 
is  pretty  pointed,  and  contains  many  juft  reflec- 
tions againft  the  peeviflmefs  of  the  presbyterlans, 
and  the  uureafouable  demands  of  the  aflfembly. 

The   Englifli ,  presbyterians  imagined    that  the 
Scots  could  do  every  thing,    and  were  determin- 
ed to  ftand  and  fall  with  them;   they  therefore 
refufed  to  obey  the  ordinance  of  parliament.    Mr 
Marflial   was    at   the    head  of    this   party;    they 
prefented    a    petition    to    parliament,      wherein 
they  aflerted  the  divine  right  of  presbytery,   and 
complained  of  that  claufe  in  the  ordinance,  which 
allows  of  an  appeal  to  parliament  from  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  church.     This  was  -  a  daring  attempt 
m  divines,  who  had  been  called  together  for  ad- 
Tice,    to    cenfure  and   difpute    the   ordinances  of 
parliament.     The  Commons  refented  this  imperti- 
nent petition,   and  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
fider  It;    who  reported,  that  it  was  their  opinion, 
that  the  affembly  of  divines  had  broken  the  pri- 
vileges of  parliament,   and  were  guilty  of  a  pre- 
munire.      The    parliament    thereupon    drew    up 
fome    queftions,    concerning    phe  divine   right   of 
presbytery,  which  they  required   the  affembly  to 
anfwer,    which  they  endeavoured  to  do;    and  the 
Commons    ordered    the  proofs    from  fcripture  to 
be  fet  with  the  feveral  texts  at  large  in  the  ex- 
IJicfs  words  of  the  fame;    and  that  every  minifter 
ot  the   affembly,    who   fhould    be  prefcnt  at  the 
debate  of  any  of  thofe  queftions,  (hould  fubfcribe 

his 
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his  refpeftive  name  at  the  affirmativfe  or  negative, 
according  as  he  gave  his  vote;  that  thofe  who 
diffented  from  the  majority,  fhould  fet  down  their 
opinions,  with  the  exprcfs  fcripture  texts  upon 
which  their  opinions  were  founded. 

Seldon  and  Whitlock  were  the  contrivers  of 
this  projeft,  and  meant  to  furnifh  the  affembly 
with  employment  until  they ,  faw  whether  they 
tould  bring  the  King  to  proper  terms.  The  two 
houfes  were  afraid  to  oflFend  the  Scots,  left  they 
ihould  take  fides  with  the  King,  and  they  were 
no  ways  difpofed  to  bring  themfelvcs  under  the 
fetters  of  the  Scots  difcipline :  they  therefore  pro- 
pofed  thefe  queftions  to  the  affembly,  to  furnifii 
them  with  bufinefs,  and  keep  them  from  doing 
mifchicf. 

When  the  affembly  heard  of  the  refolution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  queftions  read, 
firft  by  Sir  John  Evclin,  and  then  by  their 
fcribe,  they  adjourned  in  a  great  fright  till  next 
morning,  on^  purpofe  to  confult  their  brethren  in 
the  city.  They  next  appointed  a  day  of  fafting 
and  humiliation  for  themfelves,  and  fent  letters 
to  all  the  members  to  give  attendance.  The 
presbyterians  were  fo  earneft  concerning  unifor- 
mity,' in  all  things  pertaining  to  religion,  that 
they  tried  all  methods  they  could  devife  to  effeft 
It:  but  the  parliament  were  in  general  of  ano- 
ther opinidti,  though  they  yielded  to  many  things 
for  the  fake  of  pleafing  the  Scots  commiffioners, 
whom,  in  their  prefent  circumftances,  they  were 
afraid  to  difoblige.    Liberty  of  confcience  .was  a 

chief 
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chief  objed  of  thdr '  atcemioo^   v^hich  the  Scois 
commiifioners,  and  presbycerians  in  Eogland,  were 
not  willing  to  allow ;  thiey  were  obliged  od  that 
account  to  entangle  them  in  difputes^on  purpofe 
to  gain  time  to  ftrengthen  their  own  party.    The 
chief  and  leading  men,  in  the  parliament  had  en- 
deavouredy  in  the  preceding  year,  to  have  a  comr 
mittee  appointed  to  fettle  differences^  or  at  leaftj^ 
find  expedients    to   eafe    thofe  who    had    tender 
confciences,  from  the  tyranny  of  the  prcsbyteri- 
ans,   who  breathed   nothing   but   intolerance  and 
perfecution.     This    committee    was    called    The 
grand  committee  of  accommodation.;    it  was  c<Hn- 
pofed    of    both   presbyterians    and    independents 
Six  divines  of  the  afiembly  were  chofen  to  con« 
fider  the    points .  of  difference,    and    to    prepare 
materials  for  the   gr^nd  comoiittee.      The  inde- 
pendents would  have  ftated  the  difference  between 
the    two    parties,    and    compromifed   the    matter, 
while  the  difcipline  of  the  church  was  depending; 
but  the  presbyterians  infifted  that  their  new  form 
of  government  (hould  firft  pafs  iQ,to  a   law,    as  a 
fiandard,    and   then  the   exceptions  of  the  inde- 
pendents ihpuld   be  coniidered.      This   was  quite 
unfair  and  uncharitable;  for  if  once    a   law  was 
pail  in  favour    of  this  new  difcipline,    it  might 
be  turned  againft  the  independents,   if  they  were 
not  difpofed  to  conform,  in  every  particular.     Af- 
ter much  difputation,  they  were  adjourned  by  an 
order  of  the   Houfe  of  Commons,    till  the  affair 
Ihould   be  determined  in  the  affcmbly.      The  af- 

fembly  agreed,   that  the  brethren  who  had  en- 
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ttired  their  diflent  againii:  the  presbyteriao  gorera* 
mem,  (hould  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  the  whole 
frame  of  their  ;:gOTeTtH»€m,  fa  a  body,  with  their 
rtafons  for  it.  The  independents  defired  liberty 
to  bring  it  in  by  parts,  as  the  presbyterians  had 
done  their  adTices>  but  this  was  refufed :  they 
ne*xt  defired  time  to  perfcft  their  plan  before  any 
other  form  was  paffed  into  a  law;  upon  this  the 
presbyterians-,  by  the  '  affiftance  of  their  friends 
from  Scotland,  without  any  regard  to  the  com- 
promiie>  pufhed  the  itiatter  in  parliament,  and 
brodght  it  to  a  c^iclufion.  The  independents 
dropped  their  mbdel>  and  publifhed  a  remonftrance^ 
complaining  of  the  duplicity  of  the  affembly,  who 
had,  by  unfair  means,  obtained  a  fettlement  of 
their  difcipline,  and  removed  all  hopes  of  a  com- 
prehCTlion.  The  Commons  perceived  their  error,, 
and  renewed  the  committee  of  accommodation  by^ 
a  new-^  order,  which,  together  with  the  Scots 
commiffioners^  confifted  of  five  Englifh  Peers, 
narady,  the  Earls  i  of  Northumberland  and  Man** 
chefterj  the  Lord  Vifcount  Say  afld  Seale,  and' 
the  Lords  Wharton  and  Howard,  Thefe  were 
to  affemble  with  the  following  members  of  the 
affembly;  the  Doftors  Burgefs,  Hoyle,  Temple, 
and  Smith;  and  Meffrs  Marflial,  Herle,  Reynolds, 
White,  Vines,  Hill,  Palmer,  Tuckney,  Arrow-, 
fmith,  Seaman,  Newcomen,  and  Young;  with 
the  diflfenting  brethrcfn  of  the  affembly,  MefijrS' 
Goodwin,  Simpfon,  Nye,  Burroughs,  Bridge,  and 
Dury, 
When  this  committee  met;  the  independents  in- 
lifted 
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fifted  only  For  a  toleration,  which  the  .p.r*$bytc-- 
rians  were  not  willing  to  grant, .  but  rifufed ,  for- 
bearance to  all  fuch  as  would  not  agree  to  their 
confeffion  of  faiih.    The  independents  d^fired  to 
be   fre.ed   from    the  jurifdi^lion    of    their    claffes, 
and;  to  have  liberty  to  ereft    feparatc   congrcga-. 
tions;   the.  presbyterians  repliedj   that  this  would 
caufe  a: total  reparation  from  the  eftabliihed  i?ule, 
and  imply  the   lawfulRcft  of  gathering   churches 
out  of  other  true  churches  5  ^and  that  the  parlia- 
ment would  thereby  deftroy  what  they  had  now 
fee  up ;  that  the  members  of  independent  ch>irches 
would  then,  have  greater  prtvileges  than  thofe  of 
the  'eftablifliment;     that   this   forbearance    would, 
countcnancic   :a    perpetual    fchifm>    apd   introduce, 
confufion  into  families.     They  therefore  propofed 
that  :fuch  as  could  not  in   confcicnce  join  in  the 
Lord's  fupper>    apd   were   not    fatisfied   with   the^ 
eftablifliment,   fhould  not  be  liable  to  tt^e  cenfure. 
of  the  presbyteries,    provided    they   continued  to. 
join  with  the  parilh  where  they  liv?d,  and  were 
under  the  government  thereof  in   other  •  refpefts. . 
This  forbearance  afforded   fmall    conqifort   to   the- 
independents;     the    only    alternative    which    was 
now  left'  them  was,  that  they  might  enjoy  eafe,; 
provided   they  would  Jive  peaceably   in   the  con-; 
ftant  negleft  of  a  pofitive  appointment  of  Jefus; 
or    in  cafe   they  defifed    the   communion*  of  the 
Lord's    fuppcr,  ..they,  (hould    obferve  it  with   a 
people  whom  they  could  not  in  confciencc  com* 
municate  with.     If  they   were  not    fatisfied  with 
either  of  thcfe  two,  choices,  they  knew  what  was 
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the    confequence;    the    rengeance    of    presbytery 
Was  to  be  difcharged   on   their  heads,    and  they 
might  expeft   that  the   elderfliip  would  ufe  ano- 
ther method  of  edifying  them  than  they  defired. 
The   independents  of   thofe  times    were  men   of 
peaceable  difpofitions,   and   were  willing   to    have 
come  intd  a    compromife;    but    the    presbyterians 
were  againfl:  all  degrees  of  toleration.     The  dif- 
pute  between  ihefe  two  parties  was  long  and  te- 
dious,  and  itiany    frivolous    forms    of    arguments 
Were    ufed   between    them,    which   were    neither 
true  in  themfelves,    nor  tended   to  any  advantage 
whatfoevcr.       The    independents    affirmed,     that 
church  members  might   join  occafionally  with   o- 
thet  focieties,  in  fome  ordinances,  when  they  were 
allowed  to  have   a    diftinft   communion    of  their 
own :    this  was  a  compliance  which  afforded   the 
presbyterians    an    handle  againfl    them^  who    af- 
firmed,   that  as  they  allowed  the  eftablifliment  to 
be  a  true  church,   their  feparate  communion  was 
altogether   unreafdnable.     They   affirmed  further, 
that  though   A  church   fhould    impofe   what   was 
unlawful  upon  her  members,   yet  they  ought  not 
to  feparate  from  her,    but  refufe   to  comply  with 
that  finful  impofition.     This  declaration  is  big  with 
abfurdity  and   contradiftion ;    for  if  a  church  has 
power  to  impofe  finful  things  upon  her  members, 
and    to    inforcc    thefe    impofitions   by   pains   and 
penalties,  then  men  muft  either  fin  in  complying, 
or  fuffer   for    refufing.    In    this  cafe,  a    church 
may  fin  by  authority,    and  oblige    others  to  fin; 
and  yet,  they  muft  commit  iniquity  by  forlaking 
ToLIlL  Cc  her 
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/  .  bcr  communion.  This  is  a  dilemma  which  chri- 
ilianity  never  impofed.  on  any  of  its  profeffors. 
A  church  may  have  many  fmful  things  which 
flie  does  npt  impofe  upon  her  members,  and  con- 
'  tinue  to  fuflain  the  charafter  of  a  true  church ; 
but  when  09ce  ike  eftabliflies  iniquity  by  a  law, 
fhe  forfeits  that  charafter;  and  it  will  puzzle  all 
the  cafuifts  in  chriftendora  to  prove  from  the 
New  Teftament,  that  ever  Chrifl  acknowledges 
any  focieties  for  his  churches,  who  proceeded  up- 
on this  principle. 

The  folemn  league  and  covenant  was  the  fource 
of  all  that  intolerance  which  now  prevailed  a- 
mong  the  presbyterians,  and  was  a  heavy  judg- 
^  ment  upon  the  nation :  thofe  who  had  imbibed,  the 
fentiments  of  this  horrid  oath,  exprefled  themfelves 
in  a  llile  worthy  only  of  the  followers  of  Ma- 
humct,  and  were  only  fit  for  the  meridian  of 
Conftantinople.  In  their  lafl  anfwcr  to  the  in- 
dependents, they  fay,  "  Whereas  their  brethren 
**  fay,  that  uniformity  ought  to  be  urged  no  far- 
'^  ther  than  is  agreeable  to  all  men's  confcicnces 
"and  edification;  it  feems  to  them,  as  if  their 
"brethren  not  only  defired  liberty  of  confcience 
"  for  themfelves,  but  for  all  men ;  and  would 
"have  us  think,  .that  we  are  not  bound  by  our 
^'  covenant  to  bring  the  churches  in  the  three 
^^  kingdoms  to  no  nearer  a  conjunftion  and  uni- 
"  formity  than  is  confiftent  with  the  liberties  of 
"  all  men's  confcicnces  j  which,  whether  it  be 
*^  the  fenfe  of  the  covenant,  we  leave  with  the 
"  honourable   committee.'*     This  iS;  perhaps,   as 
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ftrange  a  fcntiment,  as  ever  was  uttered  by  any 
perfons  profeffing  the  name  of  proteftants;  and 
agrees  better  with  the  chara<Si:er  of  a  conclave  of 
cardinals  at  St  Peter's,  than  an  alTcmbly  of  pvor 
teftants  at  Weftminfter.  The  whole  fund  of  po- 
pi{h  tyranny  is  not  capable  to  exceed  it.  If  men 
are  not  allowed  liberty  of  confcienqe  in  all  the 
fpeculative  parts  of  religionj,  there  can  be  no 
church  at  ali;  for  uniformity  of  words,  without 
agreement  in  confcieuce,  may  make  a  community 
of  hypocrites,  but  can  never  conftitute  a  church 
of  the  living  God.  The  presbyteriai\s  had  occa- 
fion  to  perceive  the  force  of  their  own  arguments 
in  another  manner  after  the  reftoration ;  when  they 
were  excluded  from  the  eftabliihment  upon  the 
very  fame  principles  upon  which  they  now  ex* 
eluded  the  independents. 

-  The  main  point  which  ;he  city  divines,  'and 
the  presbyterians  in  the  affembly,  had  now  prin- 
cipally at  heart,  was,  to  )f)revent  all  toleration  of 
opinions  in  religion,  which  did  not  tally  with 
their  new  uniformity:  they  confidered  toleration 
of  feftaries,  as  one  of  the  greateft  national  fins, 
and  called  out  for  affiftance  fronx  all  quarters  a- 
gainft  this  THana^  of  the  independents,  as  they 
called  it.  The  Scots  nation  were  .  called  in  for 
affiftance  againft  liberty  of  confcience,  as  if  it 
had  been  the  very  antichrift ;  and  the  parliament 
of  that  kingdom  wrote  earneftly  to  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  requefting  them,  not  to  ad- 
mit toleration  of  any  feds  or  fchifmSy  contrary 
to  the  folemn  league  and  covenant.    At  the  fame 
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time,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  people  againft 
toleration  of  feilaries^  and  liberty  of-  confcience. 
Intolerance  was  bow  the  difeafe  of  the  times,  and 
a  man  was  confidered  as  worfe  than  a  heathen, 
who  pretended  to  have  any  confcience,  which  wa^ 
not  under  the  dircftion  of  minifters  and  ruling  ek 
ders.  No  method  was  left  untried  to  banifti  li- 
berty of  confcience  out  of  the  nation;  and  when 
the  parliament  would  not  liften  to  the  ^ffembly 
of  divines,  they  appealed  to  heaven,  and  prayed 
that  God  Almighty  would  extirpate  it  from  a- 
mong  all  ranks  of  people,  except  the  clergy  an4 
y^  lay  elders.  They  faded  every  month,  on  account 
of  the  fin  of  toleration;  and  in  their  fermons  on 
thefe  occafions,  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
pointed  all  the  artillery  of  their  eloquence  againft 
it;  fo  that  nothing  was  to  be  heard  in  the  pul- 
pits but  intolerance  and  perfecution.  The  prcfs 
was  made  likewife  to  groan  with  loads  of  into- 
lerant principles,  and  flioals  of  ps;mphleis  came 
forth  againft  liberty  of  confcience.  Mr  Prynne 
fingulized  himfelf  on  this  occafion  as  a  champion 
againft  liberty  of  confcience,  though  he  had  loft 
both  his  ears  already,  for  defending  the  rights 
thereof,  and  fuflfcrcd  feverely  for  op^ofing  unir 
forraity. 

Many  ftrange  vagaries  of  diforderly  minds  were 
now  publilhedj  which,  to  perfons  who  are  pof- 
fefled  of  the  fmalleft  degree  of  philanthropy, 
muft  be  fliocking  and  difgufting.  Some  of  thofe 
writers  affirmed,  T'hat  to  let  men  ferve  God^  ac- 
cording to  t/j€  perfuafion   of  their  own  confciencesy 
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is  to  cajl  out  one  devil^  that  /even  worfe  may  en^ 
teirin.  This  was  the  covenanted  ftile  of  thofe 
days,  and  the  language  of  the  chief  men  for 
uniformity  in  the  affembly  of  divines,  who, 
though  perhaps  they  meant  well,  and  were  pious 
in  their  intentions,  appear  to,  have  been  under 
the  influence  of  a  fpirit  of  popei*y,  which  th«y 
carried  a  great  length.  The  covenanters,  in  point 
of  argument,  had,  for  the  moft  part,  the  worfe; 
and  fome  writers  on  the  fide  of  liberty,  expofed 
their  intolerant  principles  in  a  very  becoming  man- 
ner. Two  pamphlets  on  this  occafion  cxprcffed 
the  true  fentiment^  of  the  partizans;  the  one  en-? 
titled,  A  reply  to  a.  letter  to  the  city  divines.; 
and  the  other,  entitled,  Antitoleration.  The  firft 
is  a  very  fenfiWe  performance,  and  breathes  the 
fpirit  of  chriftianity ;  the  latter,  a  farrago  of-  the 
moft  perfecuting  fentiments,  that  evdr  iflued  from, 
beneath  a  printing  pre&. 

The  laft  thing '  that  the  affembly  of  divines 
did  this,  year.  Was  revifing  a  new  pfalmody  in 
the  place  of  Sternhold  ^nd  Hopkin's  obfoletc 
verfion;  they  examined  a  verfion  which  was  made 
by  Mr  John  Roufe,  and  after  fome  amendments, 
appointed  it  to  be  ufed  in  churches..  This  is 
the  pfalmody  which  is  ufed  in  all  the  churches 
in  Scotland,  and  among  fon^e  diffenters  in  Eng- 
land, at  this  prefent  time.  It  is  in  general  only 
a  profe  verfion  of  the  Hebrew  pfalms  in  rhime, 
verfifiqd  in  a  very  dull  manner.  The  poetry  of 
the  Hebrew  Pfalter  is  poorly  obferved,  and  the 
glpwing  imagery   q{  that  .ancient  language  totally 
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ncglefted.  It  is  a  tetter  verfion  than  Sternhold 
and  Hopkin's,  but  fcarcely  worthy-  the  recom- 
mendation of  an  affembly  of  divines. 

The  parliament  had  this  year  one  Paul  Beft 
brought  before  them,  by  their  committee  for 
plundered  minifters,  for  denying  the  doftrine  of 
the  Trinity^  whom  they  condemned  to  be  exe- 
cuted; bur  upon  converiing  with  fome  divines, 
he  recanted,  and  efcaped  the  fcntence.  He, 
however,  denied  the  notion  of  perfonality,  as  a 
Jefuitical  doftrine,  but  upon  profeffing  Ms  belief 
of  the  Trinity,  in  general  terms,  he  was  at  laft 
difmiffed.  Conviction  in  thofe  days  was  fummary 
and  powerful;  for  what  could  not  be  performed 
by  argument  and  '  evidence,  was  affefted  fpeedily 
by  corporeal  puniftiment,  and  fentences  of  death. 
This  method  of  fupporting  the  chriftian  religion, 
frequently  made  men  conceal  their  fentiments,  but 
it  filled  the  church  with  hypocrites  and  differa* 
biers ;  who,  aS'  foon  as  they  had  opportunity, 
and  could  with  fafety  publilh  their  opinions, 
fliewed  more  zeal  to  error,  than  if  they  had  ne^* 
ver  been  under  any  reftraint. 

The  clergy  in  the  cathedrals  of  Weftminfter 
and  Hereford,  at  this  time,  were  declared  delin- 
quents, becaufe  they  had  forfaken  their  refpeftive 
charges,  and  fled  to  the  King;  and  the  revenues 
of  thefe  churches  were  fcqueftrated  to  other 
purpofes.  Winchefter  and  Carlifle  were  ferved  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  the  whole  frame  of  the 
hierarchy  thereby  diflblved.  The  affembly  re- 
qucftcd  for    fome  favour    to    the    univerfity    of 
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Cambridge^  and  the  parliament  freed'  that  uni- 
verfity  of  all  thofe  taxes  which  had  been  impo- 
fed  upon  it  by  foj-mer  ordinances  of  both  houfes; 
they  likewife  reftored  all  the  ancient  privileges 
thereof,  and  ordered  the  differences  between  the 
uni verfity  and  town  to  be  confirmed  according  to 
law.     ' 

This  year  died  Dr  Featley,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  affembly  of  divines,  and  was  employed 
by  the  King's  party  as  a  fpy  over  the  affembly, 
and  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the  court  j 
for  which  he  was  committed  to  prifon,  his  livings 
fequeftered,  and  himfelf  expelled  the  affembly.  He 
was  a  Calvinifl  in  his  opinion,  but  a  zealous 
promoter  of  the  hierarchy.  .  When  he  was  under 
confinement,  he  publiftied  a  challenge  to  any 
who  would  engage  with  him  in  a  difpute 
concerning  the  divine  right  of  epifcopacy; 
but  it  does  hot  appear  that  any  accepted  the 
challenge.  The  affembly  and  parliament  were 
able  now  to  difpute,  in  another  manner,  againfl 
the  Jure  divino  of  epifcopacy  j  an  ordinance  of 
parliament  had  more  force  than  a  thoufand  ar- 
guments, with  thofe  who  were  feeking  prefer- 
ment in  the  church,  or  meant  to  bring  others 
over  to  their  own  fide  of  the  queftion.  Such  as 
were  not  fo  eafily  convinced  of  the  orthodoxy  of 
the  affembly's  proceedings,  were  made  to  .feel  the 
efficacy  of  their  arguments  by  powerful  ordi- 
nances of  both  houfes^  intended  to  promote  their 
conviftion. 


The  King's  affairs  were  now  in  a  ini-* 
^4  •    ferable  finiation;  his  armies  were  defeatedj 
the  grcateft   part  of  his  garrifons   in   the  hands 
of  the  parliament,    and   thofe   places  of  ftrength, 
which  yet  held  out  and  were  chiefly  trufted,  were 
clofely  befieged  and  ready  to  furrender.    Newark 
and  Oxford,    the  only  two  confiderable  places  m 
his  poffeffion,  Were  not  likely  to  be  Jong  enjoy- 
ed,-   the  firft  was  clofely  befieged,  and  the  latter 
every  hour  expefted  the  fame  fate.     Charles  was 
in  great  diftrefs,  and  knew    not    what  courfe  td 
take;   to  profectite    the   war  appeared  impofEblej 
for  his  armies  W6re  defeated^  and  his  finances  fo 
reduced,    that  he  was  in  want  of  both  racti  and 
money;    to  fubmit  to  the  parliament,  upon  their 
oWn  terms,  appeared  to  him  dilhonourable.     He 
refolved,  at  laft,  to    throw  himfelf  into  the  arms 
of  the  Scots,    whofe  army  befieged  Newark,  and 
with  only  one  fervant,  fct  out  on  his  journey  in- 
cog.    He  reached   the  Scots  camp  on    the    fifth 
of    May,     and    furrendered    himfelf    to   General 
Lefsley,  who  received  him  with   all   due  refpeftj 
but  at  the  fame  time,   fent  notice  to  the  Englifh 
parliament  of  his  arrival  in  the  Scots  army.     This 
news  both  alarmed  and  chagrined  the  two  houfes; 
for  they  were  afraid  left  the   King  Ihould    bring 
over  the  Scots  army  to  his  fide,  and  thereby  pro- 
traft   the   war,    which,  by  this   time,    they   were 
weary  of.     Had  Charles  been  a  perfon   of  good 
addrefs,  and  underftood  the  art  of  managing  par- 
ties,  he  might,  on   this  occafion,    have   obtained 
fuch   terms  for  himfelf,   as    might    have  fccured 
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I}is  thr^ne^  a&d  , fayed  hi^.head.  King ,  Chirlcs^ 
though  he  was  fickle  in  hi$  temper,  and  did  not 
want  dtij>licity  in  his  cpnduft,  yet  his  (chemes 
^jFjcre  lo  ill  .cdncejted^^  and  his  fccrets  fo  ill  kcpt^ 
that  his  adyerfariep  .were  a|>jirays  befipre  him  in 
itoticjffacing  .'bis  pfojf^s;  fp  that  what  he  in^nded 
to  do  for  bis  own  defence)   was  done  by  his  ene^ 

bies  to  ruin  him.   ,   • 

•  ■  ,    •  •     •  .        '. '    ■  >  * 

.  Propofals  :of  agrecspent  were  now,  made .  betwccii 
the  King  and  the   parliamentji    and  tbe  firfl:  civil 
War; Was  at  aq  ^nd;   Charles  ordered  his  army  to 
disband^  ^nd  th^  garrif^ns  of  Oxford  and  Newark 
to .  furrendcr.    When  the  prpppf^s  ■  of  accommo- 
dation; were  n^^de 'known,   tbeScoif  found  fault 
with  them,  .an4  e3«p?<effed   their  difliHe  in  feyeral 
p9per»  which .  they   f|$nt   to   tl\e    parliamentj,   the 
city'   of   London,  .aiid.  the.affcmbly   of  .divinjes^ 
Tbey  Virtre  offespided  ,thac  presbyterian  uniformity 
yras  neglededji    they  infilled  upon   the  power  of 
presbyteries,   independent  of  tb^  parKament;  that 
^11  {landing  offices  and  officers  be  fettl^  accord- 
ing to.  thci  .cptretunt}   that  the  propofitions  niade 
^t  Oxford  he  preferred   to  the  new  ones  which 
ha4.  been   agreed  tp   fince;    that    the    power   of 
raifing  the  militia    b^   Ip^ged  in   the    King    and 
parliam.ent,  and  not  in  the  two  houfes,.  fepafate 
from  thp,  crown;  ^that  the  King  and  jbis  jfuccefibrs 
ihall  refide  once  in  three  years  in   Scotland,    and 
(bat  in  all  places  of;  power  and  truft,  about  toe 
King,  Queen,  and  Prince,   one  half,   or  at  lead 
a  third  part  (hali  be  Scots,    left  the  twd  nasioas 
i>ecome  flrangers  to  one  another. 
Yol  ill.  b  d  The 
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'^'iTic  Scots  army,  who  had  at  firft' taken  up 
i'rtns  on'  pretence  of  religion^  Wanted-  jiow  to 
fiiakc'  fome  agreeaMe  bargain  fot  thcrafelres  on 
thac  head;  they  therefore  preferred 'a  petition  to 
<he  King  to  fettle  religion'  according  to  the  co* 
^'enant.  Chariea  replied  to  their,  petition  ih  ge- 
neral terms,  but  gate  them  ^6  particulate  fatis- 
Faftion,  which  loft  him  the  efteem  df  the  Scots 
Nation,  and  was. a  great  hinderance  to  the  right 
fcttFement  of  his  af&irs.  ' 

^  ^  The  English  pariiameht  wefe  ndw  wearied  of 
ih6  Scots  araiy,  and  voted  ihat  it'  was  no 
lolbger  lifefnl ; '  but  they  coiild  not  fo- eafily  en- 
force their  refblutiot).  The  '^S6ots  *  "Wttt  not  to 
be  obliged  to  leave  England  \b;^  vdtes  of  pjirlia- 
foientj  fomething  elfe  was  necefl^ry.-  They*  ba4 
the  foyerelgn  in  theit-  hands>  -and  Hfid  it  in  their 
power  t6 '  make  terms  for  th^mfelves,  fuitabje  to 
the  defign  of  theii*  coming  intd  England.  -  The 
Scots,  whatever.  *ras  their  intention  with  rfegard 
to  religion,  fuffered  themfelrcs  to  be.  out-witted 
by  the  Engtifti  parliament,  by  deKV^rin^  tip  file 
King;  for  as  long  as  they  kept  the-  King-  in 
their  army, '  they  had  it  in  their  /power  to  tbrn 
thfe  balance  which  way  they  plttfed. 
^'  The  parliament  and  the  Scots  commiHioners  at 
^  London,  had  now  agreed  Upon  terms  of  faccom- 
ftiodation,  and  fent  them  to  Newcaftte  with  fpe^ 
cial  comttoiffioners.  Of  this  commifEon  were  the 
Earls  Pembroke,  Montgomery,  and  Suffolk,  Sir 
Walter  Erie,  Sir  John  Hepfly,  Robert  Goodwin, 
andXuke  Robinfon,  The  prcsbyterians  in  Eng^ 
*  land 
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laQd  began  bow  to  take  couragCi  s^d  h^  Ihron^ 
hopes  f'rpnti   ihe  King'$    beipg    in  tbe  hands  o^ 
the  Scots,    that   th^ir,new  uniformity    wpujd  :  at;, 
laft  be  brought  .to ^pcrfeaioih   .They  feat  a  Md, 
remonftraoce  to    the  parliament,  la  the  name  oi^; 
the  Lord  Mayor,  AlderraeUj,  and^  Common  Coun-y 
cil  of  the  Q;ity  of  l^QndoQ,  infifting  that  no  libertyj 
of  confcience,    nor  feparate   congregatioi^   ihouldj 
be.  allowed ;   apd  that  foch  as  would   not  conform, 
to  their ,,  new    difcipliae,  be  de(;la»red    diiafie^ied,. 
aod  \\n^i   tp  ferve  in  any    place    of    power  .  or- 
truft  under .  the  gpvernment.    ,  The  Scots  natioa 
ft^pQrtedi    this  )r§ipi>nftraqce,  agd.  wrote   a    letter, 
ol  thanks  to  ther'<  Mayor  and  ci^z^cps  of  London, . 
comipending  them    (or  their  zeal,  in  encouraging, 
the  aflembly  to  proceed   againft   fe^rtes.      The. 
principal  objoft.iof  the  presbyteri^ns,^  in .' all  their^ 
petitspn; , afd   ^ddireffes^   feems    to  have   been /to. 
prevail  with   the  parliament  to   force  all  the  na-j 
tion  violently   to  eml^race  their  fyftem.      It  will 
appear  ftrapge  to  every  perfon,  ^  whp  underftands\ 
the  privileges  of  the  gofpel,   that  men  who  pre-, 
tend  to  be  friends   to  religioq,  and    feemed   un- 
commonly zealous  for  the  glpry  of  God,  and  whq 
had  themfeiyes  fuffered  many  hardfliips   fojr  non* 
conformity,  fliouki  have  been  fo  earneft  to  com-- 
pel  others  into  their   opinions.      The  <^idlates  of 
cfimpion  fcnfe  might  have  told  them,  th^t  as  they. 
cpuld  not   be  convinced    of  the  truth    of   other 
men's  opinions,    by  pains  .and    penalties,    that   ic 
would  be  as  impoffible  for  others  to  be  |)erfuaded 
{hn  their  femimcnts  were  juft    by  the    prafticc. 
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of  the  [fame  carnal  iiecapons ;  the  tery  ufe  of 
ivhich  always  argues  a  ^iftrufl  of  moral  evidence^ 
and  a  real  want  of  true  difcernmcnt.  Though 
men  in  power  and  authority,  may  fb  far  prevail, 
as  to  force  others, '  by  perfecuticin,  to  agreis  out- 
wardly with  them  in  thdr  opinions,  yet  they  may 
be  fufe  that  it  is  impoiQble  to  force  their  mindf 
to  believe  that,  for  which  they  have  no  fufficienc 
evidence.  Int6lerance  in  protcflants  is  to  the  iafl: 
degree  abfurd,  for,  upon  the  principles  of  udifor- 
xhity,  there  never  could'  have  been  a  reformation. 
Almoft  all  parties  are  ready  to  Aippofe  that  therr 
own  opinions  are  bed ;  but  this  is  a  reaibn  why 
they  (hould'be  content,  and  thankful  that  they  hav^ 
found  the  truth, '  and  leave  others' to  the  time 
and  power  of  cbnviftion;  for  they  muft  undoubt- 
ediy  'all  know,  that  whatever  their  opinions  are^ 
they  were  not  convinced*  of  the  truth  of  them 
by  compulfibn,   but  by  perfuafion. 

Notwithflanding  that  this  remonftrance  was  en<» 
forced  by  all  the  energy  that  the  Mayor  and  citi- 
zens of  London,  and  the  Scots  nation  could  give  it, 
the  parliament  found  means  to  evade  its  influence. 
They  knew  that  it  was  not  a'  proper  feafon  to' 
break  with  the  Scots,  nor  to  difoblige  the  presby- 
terians;  they  therefore  returned  a  difcrcet  anfwer* 
to  their  rcriionftrance,  but  found  fuch  employ- 
ment for  them,  as  in  the  end  divided  them,  and 
very  much  hurt  their  citufe.  The  parliament 
had,  fomctime  before,  propofcd  fevcral  queftions 
to  the  affcmbly,  concerning  the  jus ^divinum  of 
presbytery;   they  now  required   their  anfwcrs  to 
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fhofe  queftioos^  chat'  they  might  be  better  wa*?. 
Ued  to  anfwer  their  remonftfaoce.  Whea  the 
commictee  of  aiTembly  was  about  to  deterinine  the 
queftion,  Whether  any  particular  form  of  church 
goyernment  was  Jure  dhinop  the  Eraftiaus  divided 
them,  and  entered  their  difleat;  to  the  anfwer 
was  not  called  the  anfwer  of  the  committee^  but 
of  fome  miniflers,  who  agreed,  That  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  King  of  his  church,  hath  appointed  a  church 
goyernment,  diftinA  from  the  civil  magiftrate,  and 
was  figned  by  fifty-two  members  of  that  com- 
xpittec*    . 

The  reft  of  the  queftions  employed  the  aflem* 
bly  foe  two  months  longer,  and,  after  all^  they 
were  afraid  to  determine  them,  for  fear  of  fal-. 
]ing  under  a  premunire*  This  controverfy  was 
afterwards  carried  on  by  the  divines  of  the  city^ 
who  afTcmbled  at  Zion  College,  and  at  lad  pub«f 
lifbed  a  treatife,  entitled,  The  divine  right  of 
church  government  by  the  London  minijiers^ 
Wherein  they  gave  a  diftinft  anfwer  t!>  every 
query  which  was  propofed  by  the  parliament, 
and  undertook  to  prove,  that  every  branch  of 
presbytery  is  jure,  divino^  and  that  the  civil  ma* 
giftrate  has  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the# 
difcipline  of  the  church.  To  fliew  the  parlia« 
ment  that  they  were  in  earned,  they  made  an 
agreement  to  ftand  by  one  another,  and  not  to 
comply  with  the  prefent  e{labli(hment,  till  the 
power  of  the  magi  (Irate  was  entirely  removed 
from  all  church  difcipline.  They  drew  up  their 
reaibnaf  in  vritingi  and  prefentcd  thei^  to  the 
'     .  '  Lord 
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Lord  Mayor,  ^ho  fhewed  them  to  this  Comtboft 
Council,  who  c^red  to  join  with  them  iit  a! 
petition  for  redrefs^  which  they  accordingly  dbd.. 
This  petition  produced  no  e&A  in  their  favour;; 
for  the  parliament  obferying  thoib  combinations^ 
publifhed  an  order,  requiring  all  the  miuifters 
in  the  province  of  London,^  to  put  in  execntioa* 
their  former  ordinance  concerning  church  govern- 
Bient.  This  humbled  the  divines  a  little,  and. 
made  them  exprefs  more  fubmiilion  to  the  two 
houfes.  This  was  putting  the  miniilecs  in  mind 
of  their  own  principles  of  conformity,  and  giving 
them  a  tafte  of  that  coercive  power  which  they 
wanted  to  have  exercifed  againft  all  non-co&for-^ 
mifts. 

England,  inftead  of  diocefes,  was  now  divided 
into  provinces,  compofed  of  reprefentatives  from- 
the  feveral  claflfes  within  their  bounds.  Every' 
parifli  had  a  congregational  or  parochial  presby- 
tery for  the  affairs  of  the  parifh,  which  was  cal* 
led  a  feflion;  fo  many  of  thefe  were  combined 
into  a  ckf$  or  presbytery;  thefe  again  fent  re- 
prefentatives to  the  provincial  afiembly,  which 
was  otherwife  called  a  fynod,  as  the  fynods  did 
likewife  to  the  national  aflembly.  The  province 
of  London  was  divided  into  twelve  clafles,  each 
of  which  chofe  two  miuifters,  and  four  lay  el- 
ders, to  reprefent  them  in  a  provincial  aflembly^ 
which  received  appeals  from  the  elderihips  of  pa- 
rifhes  as  the  national  fynod  did  from  the  pro- 
vincial. The  whole  province  of  London  con-» 
fifted  of  an  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pariibes^  and  > 

was 


^'as  altogkher  organised  tnto  a  presbjrteriial  body; 
but,  unl^fs  in  che  province  :of  Lo&doa  atid  Lan* 
t^&xitc,  the  presby teriaa  otdtr  was  never  conS'^ 
pleated  in  J^nglandy  , 

T!h6:  King  ^as  sow  at  Newcaftte,  where  he 
commmod .  near  ^eigbc  months^  and  was .  treated  =  by 
the'  Sa>tsi.with  fome  outward  refpcA^  but  not 
witbfo  much  duty  t  as  became  good  fobjcAs,  who 
profeflbd  fp  much  regard  for  bis  peribn.  It  wa$ 
exposed  th^t  die  Scots  Iwkxild  have  been  media- 
tot^  between  Charles  aud  &i$  parliament,  but  the 
folamb  league  and  cdveaant  ruined  tfiK .  The 
pres'byteriws  were  determined  to  piarfoe  their  co^ 
venaat,  and  Charles  was  refolded  not  to  part 
with ' epifcopacy ;  fb  it.  was  not-  to  be  expeSed 
that  they  u»uld  cafily  agree.  The-  King  was  wil* 
ling  to  enter  into  a  converfatton  with  any  per*- 
fon  whom  the  Sc^ts  ihould  appoint/  deciding 
he  vm  Mi>  a&amed  t6  change  his  opinion,  ptx>^ 
vided  hie'  Was  convinced  th^t  he  was  in  an  error. 
Th^'^hiisf  points  which  he  wanted  to  be  fatis- 
fied  conc^nihg,  Hvere^  Whether  epifcopacy  was 
of  divine  invitation?  And^  Whether  his  corona-^ 
aon  oath  did  not  bihd  hitn  to  fup^drt  and  de^ 
fend  tlie  church   of  England? 

The  $cots>  on  purppfe  to  conVinfce^  the  Kingf 
of  his -error,  fent  for  Mr  Alexander  H^nderfon^ 
dne  of  the  miniftcr^  of  Edinburgh, ;  who  had 
bimfelf  bade  been  an  epifcopar^n,  and-  was  tme 
of  (he  moft  learned,  and  moderate  divines  of 
that  • '  perfuafion,  to  converfe  with-  his  Majefty. 
The  difputc  was  carried  on    in  writing,  wherein 

both 
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both  dii^utanb  ihewod  a  good  degree  t>f  l^mmgl, 
and  poletnioal  aevUHen.  Heoderfoa  was  a  maq  of 
quick  par.ts,  laiid  had  .read  a  great  dcifl^  aodihjr 
King  appears  to  haye'  been  ^eU  'acc^amted  with 
his  fttbjeA,,  and  reafbned  iii;a  Terjr  ^Strly  man-, 
ner..  The  fum  .of.  the  controverCy  was,  .'coaccrti- 
ing  xh6  jttre'  droino  of ,  epifcopacy,^  and:  vwhtethjsr 
fubjefts  might  endeavour  to.,  refofjti;*  the  church; 
when  the  chief  magiftrate^  and  the  pHrdates  ci-* 
ther  negleftcd  or  rcfufed^to  db  St.  The  King 
bcid  thc,ncgariYe,  arid  MrHeiiderfoo.  endcaVotir-r 
ed  to  prove  the  affirmative,  j  Hia  Majcftjr  infiftfed 
upon  Ixaving  the  affiftaticc.  .of :.  the ,  ancient  fatlicrs 
of  the.  churqh,  together,  with  'the  .  fcfiptuj:es,  to 
determine  the  cpniroverfyj  (twt  Mr  Henderfoo 
affirmed  that  thi  :fcripture$  atone  were  fufficient 
to  decide  .the  point, .  and>  wanted  to  keep  the 
King  clqfe.to  the.  bible,  la  this  difputatioh  both 
parties  a}>pear  to  iiave  been  Very  much  ilraitened 
for  arguments,  and  their  diftrefs^  is  maoifefi  ia 
feveral  of  their  conclufions.  .They  both  argued 
as  if  they  had  been  Jews,  on^er  a  ftajte  of 
theocracy,  and  waited  to  have  each  their  oito 
fyftem  incorpof^tcd  with  the  civil  govfermnent^ 
as  if  chriftianity  and  the  Jewifii  difpenfatiou  \  had 
been  od  the  fame  footing..  Charles  and  his  op- 
ponent were  agreed  with  regard  to  liberty  of 
confcience; .  for.  both  wet e  zealous  again(l  all  fec«» 
taries,  and  would  admit  of  no  toleration,  but  they 
could  not  agree  with  refpefl  to  their  fomi  of 
church  policy,  qof  devife  a  fcheme  for  tolerating 

one 
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pne  another,'  His  Majefly  believed  himfelf  bound 
by  his  coronation  oath  to  fupport  the  whole  of 
cpifcopacy,  atid  Mr  Henderfonconfidered  hirafelf 
obliged,  by  virtue  of  the  folemn  league  and  co- 
venant, to  maintain  every  article  of  the  presbyte- 
rian  church  policy,  without  the  fmallcfl:  abate- 
ment. 

The    conference   produced    no    falutary  efFefl; 
but,    afttr  .  much    fruitlefs    altercation,    it    ended, 
without    the    leaft    conviftion    to    any     concern- 
ed.    Soon  after  the  concluGon  of  this  conference, 
Mr   Henderfon  died.      The    friends     of   eplfco- 
pacy  afl&rraed,  that  he  broke   his    heart,    bccauie^ 
he  found  himfelf  unable  to  difputcwith  the  King; 
fuch    is    the    partiality    of    intercfted    difpofitions, 
that  they  often  devife  caufes,  which  never  exifted, 
except  in  the  wild   imaginations    of  partizans,    to 
throw    reproach   upon    their   opponents,    and   the 
caufe  they  maintain.     Mr   Henderfon  was    a  man 
of   very   extenfive    learning,    ^nd  good  parts,    of 
remarkable    piety,    and    ftrifinefs   in    his   condufl*. 
His  moderation  and  zeal  were  well  tempered,  con- 
fidering   his  principles,   and   the   temper   of  thofe 
times.     There  were  few  who  were  able   to  ma- 
nage a  controverfy  with  fo  much  good  fenfe  and 
delicacy  as  he  did;    and,  notwithftanding  that  he 
was    a    zealous    covenanter,    he    has  not,   in    his 
whole  conference  with  the   King,    faid  any  thing 
boifterouskor  unbecoming.    His  enemies  have  forged 
a  recantation,    which  they  affirm,   that    he  figned 
on   hi§. death  bed;  but  the    whole    is    fo    much 
contrary   to  his  general  charafter,    that  it  is  im- 
Vol.  III.  E  c  poffibls 
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poflibic  for  any  impartial  perfon  td  give  credit  KO 
ir,  without  doing  violence  to  his  reafon  and  un- 
derftanding.  This  forgery  was  intended  as  a  foil 
to  fet  off  the  cliarafter  of  Charles,  and  to  add 
.weight  to  the  caufe  he  was  then  defending;  but 
to  every  intelligent  peifon  it  muft  appear  a  mean 
artifice,  unworthy  of  any  caufe  wiiich  haih  truth' 
for  its  foundation. 

King  Charles,  on  this,  occafiod  perhaps,  defended 
the  caufe  of  epifcopacy  as  well  as  its  principles 
would  admit  of;  but  he  had  no  catife  to  triumph 
over  his  opponent^  who  exhibited  as  good  proofs 
of  his  abilities,  and  defended  his  principles  with 
as  much   dignity  as  his  royal  afitagonift. 

After  this  difpute  was  ended,.  Charles  had  ano- 
ther to  engage  in,  which  was  equally  as  difficult 
to  determine,  but  had  a  worfe  rffue  with  regard  to 
himfelf.  The  parliament's  propofals  for  peace  were 
next  laid  before  him;  they  confiftcd  of  articles, 
which  it  Was  not  very  likely  be  would  tvcr  agree  to."^ 

They 

*  Propofiitdns  concerning  civil  afalrs. 

s.  That  the  King  (hould  call  in  all  his  declarations  againfl  th^ 
parliament.— a.  That  he  fliould  put  the  militia  into  their  hands 
for  twenty  years,  with  a  power  to  raifc  money  for  their  mainte- 
nance.— 3,  That  all  peerages  fmce  May  the  twcnty-fiift,  fixt^n 
hundred  and  forty-two,  fliould  be  made  void. — 4.  That  the  dclin»> 
qtjents  therein-mentioned  fliould  undergo  the  penalties  mentioned  in 
tlie  bill. — 5.  That  the  celTation  widi  the  Irifli  be  difannUUed,  and 
the  management  of  the  war  left  to  the  parliament. 

The  propojiiions  concerning  religion  vftre  ihefey-^ 

I.  That  his  R^ajcfly,  according  to  the  laudable  example  of  his 
father,  would  be  plcafcd  to  fwear  and  fign  the  folemn  league  and 
covenant,  and  give  his  confent  to  an  a<Sl  of  parliament,  enjoining 
the  taking  thereof  throughout  the  three  kingdoms,  ^ux^er  ccx- 
tain  penalties  to  be  agreed  upon  in  parliament.—*.  Tliat  a  bill  be 
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They  related  both  to  civil  government  and  reli- 
gion, and  were  conceived  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  that 
the  compofers  could  not  help  perceiving  that  they 
never  would  be  agreed  to,  unlefs  the  King  was 
difpofed  to  humble  himfelf  to  the  lafl:  degree. 
Mr  Goodwin  read  the  propofals,  and  when  he 
was  done,  the  King  asked  the  commifHoncrs  if 
they  had  power  to  treat  with  him;  they  repli- 
ed, they  were  only  authorifed  to  receive  his 
Majefty's  anfwer;.  to  whom  he  anfwer^d,  that  a 
trumpeter  might  have  done   as  well.    The  Earl 
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paifed  for   the  uttex  s^bolUhing  and  takiag  away  all    ArchblHiops,, 
Bi0iops,   their  Chancellors,   Comminaries,   Deans,  Sub-deans,    Deans 
and    Chapters,    Archdeacons,    Canons,    and    Piebendarics,    and    all 
Chaunters,  Chancellors,  Treaftirers,  Sub-trcafurers,  Suibccntors,  Sa^rifts; 
and  all  Vicars,  and  Choirifters,  old  Vicars.,  and  new  Vicars  of  any 
cathedral,  or  collegiate  clmrch,   and  all  other  Under  officers   out  of 
the  church  of  England,    and  out  of  the   church    of   Ireland;    with 
fuch  alterations  as   ihall    agree  with  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty 
of  Edinburgh,   November    the    twenty-ninth,    fixfeen    hundred    and 
forty-three,    and  the  joint   declaration  of  both  kingdoms  — 3.  That 
the  ordinance  for  the  calling  and  fitting  of  the  affcmbly  of  divines 
be    confirmed. — 4.    That     reformation    of     religion,     according  to 
the  covenant,    be  fettled  by  z^  of  parliament,  in  fuch  manner,  an, 
both  houfes    have   agreed,   or  iliall   agree  after    confuUing    the    af- 
fembly  of  divines. — That  as   both   kingdoms   are    obliged  by  cove- 
nant  to   ei^deavour  fuch  an   uniformity  of  religion,,   as  fliall   be  a- 
^reed  upon  by  both  houfes  of  parliament   in  England,  and  by  tj^c 
church  aod  kingdom  of  Scotland,    after  confultation  had  with  the 
divines  of  both  kingdoms  afTemblcd,   that  this  Ue  confirmc^d  by  adl 
of  parliament  of  both  kingdoms  refpe<Stivcly. — 6.  That  for  the  more 
cffedbually    difabling   jefuits,    prieds,    papifts,   and    popifli  rccufants 
from  didurbing  the  ftate,  and  eluding    the  laws,    an  oath  be  efta- 
bliflied  by  a<a  jof  parliament,  whereby  they  (hall  abjure  and  re-' 
nounce   the  Pope's    fupremacy,    the    dodlrinc    of  tranfubftantiation, 
purgatory,  worfliipping  of  the  confecrated  hoft,  crucifixes,  and  ima- 
ges;   and  all  other  popifli  fuperftitions  and  errors:    and  the  rcfufal 
of  the  faid  oath,  legally  tendered,  fliall  be   fiilFicicnt  convivStion  of 
■  rccufancy. 
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of  Pembroke  told  the  King,  they  mud  receive 
his  pofitive  anfwer  in  ten  days  or  return  without 
it. 

AH  methods  were  tried  to  prevail  with  the. 
King  to  agree  to  the  propofals,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  S^iotland  expreffed  himfelf  in  the 
ilrongefl:  terrai  to  his  Majefly ;  he  warned  him 
of  the  confequences  of  his  refufal,  and  told  him 
that  all  England  would  join  againft  him,  and 
depofe  him,  and  fet  up  another  government :  he 
faid,    they   will  charge   us   to    deliver  your   Ma- 

•  jefty 

rccufancy.— 7.  That  an  aA  Of  parliament  be  paflcd,  for  educating 
df  the  children  of  papifts  by  protcflants,  in  the  protcftant  religion; 
—8.  That  an  adl  be  pafTed  for  the  better  levying  the  penalties 
'ajtainft  the  papifts;  and  another,  for  the  better  prevcntiiig  their 
plotting  againft  the  ftatc ;  and  that  a  ftriarer  courfe  may  be  taken 
to  prevent  faying  or  hearing  mafs  in  the  court,  or  any  other  part 
of  the  kingdom  ;  the  like  for  Seotland,  if  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdpm  fliali  thmk  fit— j^,  7  hat  Ins  Majefty  give  his  royal  afient  to 
an  aa  for  the  due  obfcrvatloH  of  the  Lord*s  day ;  to  the  bill  for 
the  fupprcffion  of  innovations,  in  chunhcs  and  chapel?,  in  and 
about  the  xvcrfliip  of  God;  to  an  aa  for  the  better  advancement- 
cf  ihc  preaching  of  God's  holy  -word  in  aH  parts  of  the  kingdom; 
tlie  bill  againft  pluralities  of  btneiices,-  and  non-rcfidency ;  and  to 
an  aa  to  be  framed  for  the  rcfoiming  and  regulating  both  uni- 
yerfitrtrs,  and  the  colleges  of  W'eftmlnftcr;  Winchefter,  and  Eaton. 
Sixty  pcrfons  -n-ere,  by  name,  excepted  from  the  general  pardon, 
Ufidcs-i.  Papifts  that  had  been  in  the  army.-i.  AH  pcrfons  who 
had  been  in  tit  Irifli  rebellion— 3.  Such  as  had  defcrtcd  the  tv^'O 
boufcs  at  Weftmiaftcr,  and  gone  to  Oxford -4.  Such  members  of 
parliament  as  had  dcferted  their  places,  and  born  arms  againft  the 
two  houres.-^  Such  Bilhops  and  clergymen,  maftcrs  or  feUotvs 
of  colleges,  or  mafters  of  fchools  and  hofpitals.  or  any  ecclefiiifti- 
cal  Ining,  who  had  dcferted  the  pailiamcnt,  and  adhered  to  the 
cnrn.es  thereof,  Trere  declared  incapable  of  any  preferment  or 
emp.oymcnt  in  the  church  or  ccmmonwcalth  ;.  all  their  places  and 
preferments  mcic  to  be  utleily  void,  as  if  tl.cy  were  dead,  nor 
wre  they  to  be  permitted  to  ufc  their  funOion  of  the  minlftry 
T7ithout  the  advice  and  ccnfcnt  of  both  houfcs  of  parliament.        ' 
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jcfty  to  ihcffl,  and  remore  our  forces  oiit  oT 
England;  and,  upon  your  refufal,  we  ftiall  be 
conftrained  to  fettle  religiaii  and  peace  whhont 
you,  which  will  j"uin  your  Majefty  and  pbfterity; 
The  Qneen  fent  the  King  a  letter,  defiring  him 
to  comply,  and  give  up  the  churchj  bnt  be  re* 
mained  obftinate  to  all  advice  and  enirreaties.  He 
faid  his  confcience  was  dearer  to  him  than  his 
crown,  and  that  he  could  not  give  up  epifcopa* 
cy,  til!  he  had  received  bfctter  fatisfaftion.  When 
the  ten  days  were  expired ,^  thd  King  gave  the 
coramiflioners  his  anfwer,  in  a  writing,  direfted 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers;  the, 
fum  of  ^hich  was.  That  the  p-opofitions  con- 
tained fuch  great'  alterations,  both  in  church  and 
•  ftate,  that  his  Majefty  could  not  give  ^  particu- 
lar and  pofitive  anfwer  to  them ;  lie  faid  he  pro- 
pofed  to  come  to  London,  or  any  of  his  houfes 
thereabouts,  and  enter  upon  a  petfofial  treaty 
with  both  houfes;  and  he  ccmjures  them,  as 
chriftians  iud  fubjefts,  and  as  fnen  that  defire  to 
leave  a  good  name  behind  them,  to  accept  of 
this  propofal,  that  the  unhappy  diftraftions  of  the 
nation  may  be  peaceably  fettled. 

When  this  anfwer  was  delivered  to  tb«5  par^ 
liament,  they  refolved,  on  the  twelfth  of  An* 
guft,  to  fettle  matters  with  the  Scots,  and  to  re^ 
ceive  the  King  into  their  own  hands;  Charles, 
in  the  mean,  time,  wanted  to  try  his  policy  to 
bring  the  nation  .over  to  his  intereift,  by  en- 
gaging both  parties  againft  the  independents.  He 
faid  the  befl  way  to  be  rid  of  the  feftaries  was, 

for 
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for  the  Presbyterians  and  the  epifcopalians  to  join 
together  in  a  mutual  eftablifhment,.  which  might 
anfwer  the  ends  of  the  covenant^  and  extirpate  all 
feflaries.  But  the  King  feems  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  abolilhing  of  epifcopacy  was  an  article  of 
the  covenant  J  as  well  as  uniformity.  After  he 
had  tried  the  Scots  commifEoners,  and  next  the 
affembly  of  the  kirk,  he  found  they  would  make 
no  abatements,  but  agreed  exaftly  in  their  de- 
mands ;  he  had  alfo  the  mortification  to  receive 
for  anfwer,  that  they  could  not  depend  upon 
his  promifes,  and  for  i  that  reafon  they  were  de-  . 
termined  to  have  all  things  made  fure. 

There  was  now  a  debate  between  the  Engliih 
parliament  and  the  Scots  commiiQoners  at  Lob* 
don,  concerning  the  difpofing  of  the  perfon  of. 
the  King  ;  the  Scots  claimed  an  equal  right  to  him 
with  the  Engliih,  but  the  Englifli  alledged,  that 
while  the  King  was  in  England  the  right  of  the 
Scots  was  ,not  equal,  Charles  would  have  gone 
to  Scotland,  but  the  Scots  would  not  receive  him 
unlefs  he  would  fwear  the  foleran  league  and  co- 
venant. The  clergy  publilhcd  a  warning  to  all 
people  not  to  receive  him,  as  loqg  as  he  did 
not  approve  with  his  heart,  and  feal  witii  his 
hand,  the  league  and. covenant  which  they  had 
entered  into.  The  people  of  Scotland  were  a- 
fraid  of  engaging  in  a  new  war  with  the  Englifli. 
parliament,  provided  they  infifted  upon  retaining 
the  King;  and  Charles  had  not  procured  fo 
much  of  their  aflfeftion,  as  to  make  them  run  the 
rifque  of  a  new  war  on  his  account.    The  Scots 

at 
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it  length  delivered  up  the  King  into  the  hands 
of  the  Englifh ;  and  becaufe  they  received  the 
arrears  which  were  due  to  their  army,  before 
they  left  Newcaftle,  they  have  l^een  accufed  with  \ 
felling  their  King:  but  this  is  a  very  malicious 
and  unjuft  reproach.  Thefe  arrears  were  long 
due  before  the  King  came  to  Newark,  and  the 
name  of  the  King  is  not  mentioned  in  any  ac-  V 
counts  which  were  fettled  between  the  Scots  and 
the  Englifh. 

The  King  was  now  ferious  with  refpeft  to 
having  a  perfons^l  treaty  with  the  Englilh  parlia- 
ment, and  defircd  it  in  a  very  prefSng  letter/, 
but  the  two  houfes  were  afraid  to  truft  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  London*  It  would  appear,  that  by  this 
time  there  was  a  party  in  the  parliament  who 
meant  to  keep  no  meafures  with  him  any  longer, 
and  had  formed  a  fcbeixie  to  bring  him  to  a 
trial,  to  deprive  him  of  his  crown  and  his  life* 
Had  they  intended  to  compromife  matters,  or, 
even  to  have  preferved  the  King,  they  had  it 
now  in  their  power  to  have  obtained  what  terras 
they  pleafed.  The  King  was  ordered  to  take 
up  his  lodgings  at  Holmby-houfe,  in  Northamp- 
tonfliire,  where  he  arrived  on  the  fixth  of  Fe- 
bruary, one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-feven. 

While  the  King  refided  at  Holmby,   he      ^ 
was    attended,  with    great    deference    and        "* 
refpeft,   and  fuffered  to  divert  himfelf  by  playing 
at  bowls  with    the   neighbouring  gentlemen,    un- 
der a  proper  guard.    The  parliament  were  care- 
ful of  his  religious  concerns,    and  fent  him  two 

of 


(    "4    )  ' 

t»f  their  divines  to  perform  religious  fertice'  to 
him.  Mcffrs  Caryl  and  Marflial  were  npw  his 
chaplains  in  ordinary ;  they  preached  in  their 
turns  in  the  chapel  mornings  and  afternoons  on 
Sundays,  and  perfbrmed  the  other  devotions  of 
the  chapel  on  the  week  days,  but  the  King  ^c- 
rer  attended.  He  fpent  the  fabbath  m  private, 
and  when  thefe  divines  waited  at  his  table,  he 
would  not  permit  them  to  fay  grace.  This  highly 
difplcafed  the  presbyterians,  and  gave  them  a 
very  ill  opinion  of  his  Majcfty. 

The  parliament  had  now,  by  an  ordinance,  to-» 
•tally   abolifhed   epifcopacy,  and    alienated  the   re- 
Tenues  of  the   Biihops  for    the   payment  of  the 
public  debts.     The   truftecs  were    impowered    to 
pay  the  afTembly  of  divines  their  cohflant  falary^ 
which  had  been  appointed  them  by  a  former  or- 
dinance,  with  all  their  arrears,  out  of  the  rents^ 
revenues,  and  profits,  belongiilg  to  the  late  Bifliop 
of  Canterbury,  till  fuch  time  as  thefe  lands  fhpuld 
happen  ro  be  fold.    They  Were  afterwards    fold 
at  a  very  low  value,    though  the  purchafers  af- 
tervrards   found  that    they   were  abundantly  dear. 
The  church  lands  were   now    a    prey    to    many 
covetous  laymen,  who  never  meant  any  thing  more 
by  the  abolifliment  of  epifcopacy,   than  to  enjoy 
the  livings  of  the  clergy:  for  after  all  the  abun- 
dance of  ecclcfiaflical  revenues,  the  paftors  of  the 
church  at  this  time  had  very  mean  appointments. 
The  parliament  at  this  time  followed   the  exam- 
ple of  the  Kings  of  England,    who,    when-  they 
removed    ufelefs   oilicers   from  the    church,    con- 
verted 
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Tcrtcd  their  revenues    to  their  own  private  ,pur- 
pofcs. 

The  Presbyterians  were  now  at  thc.fummit  of 
their    power,    and    thp    principal   livings    in    the 
kingdom  were  diftributed  among   them,   but  they 
were  ftill  uneafy,  becaufe  their  fpirimal  jurifdiftion 
Was  reftrained  by  the  negative  which  the  parlia* 
Doent   had  over .  their  church  cenfurcs ;   they  ex- 
preffcd    great  difcontcnt    at   this   abridgement   of 
their  power,  and.  exclaimed  vehemently  from  the 
pulpit  againft   the  kaders  in    parliament,   becaufe 
they  would   not    permit  the  church  to  be  inde- 
pendent upon   the  flate,   with   refpeft  to  fpiricual 
jnrifdiftion.     The  parliament  was  teazed  every  day 
with  petitions,    full  of  heavy  Complaints  concern- 
ing religious  grievances;    contempt   of  the  cove- 
nant,, the  growth   of  herefy,   the  undue    praftice 
of  country  committees,    the  threatening  power  of 
the  army,  and.  the  decay  of  zeal  for  a  work  of 
reformation,    were    the    conflant    burden    of  all 
tbcfe    addreffes.  .   There    was   another   grievance 
which   highly  chagrined    the    clergy;    feveral  of- 
ficers in  the  army   took    upon    them    to    preach 
the  gofpel,   and  fome  laymen  in  the  country  fol- 
lowed their  example.     This  was  a  grievance  not 
to  be  endured  by  fuch  as  were  full  of  the  im- 
portance and  dignity  of  their  order;  it  was  looked 
upon  as  a,  crime  fuScient  to  turn  a  fruitful  land 
into  a  wildernefs,   for  any  pious   man,  who   had 
not -lounged   fo  many  years  at    an  univerCty,    to 
communicate  his  fentiments  publicly  to  his  fellow 
chridians.    The  parliament  were  iq  dunned  with 
Vol.  III.  F  f  the 
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the  reputed  clamour  of  the  prcsbyterian  xmnifters^ 
that  they  were  obliged  to  put  a  check  upon  this 
praftice.  The  Houfc  of  Lords  publilhcd  an  or- 
der, on  the  twelfth  of  December,  requiring  all 
ccnftablcs,  in  the  fevcral  parifhes  in  England  and 
Wales,  to  arreft  fuch  as  gave  any  difturbancc  to 
perfons  in  holy  orders,  in  the  exercifc  of  their 
miniftry,  by  fpeech  or  aftion,  and  carry  them 
before  feme  Juftice  of  the  peace,  who  was  re- 
quired to  put  the  laws  in  execution  againft 
thetn.  Ihey  publifhed  another  ordinance  to  pre- 
vent the  growth  and  fpreading  of  errors,  here- 
fies,  and  blafphemics;  but  all  this  would  not  fa- 
tisfy  the  Presbyterians.  They  prevailed  upon  the 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Lopdon  to  pre-' 
fent  another  petition  to  both  houfes,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  attend  the  parliament 
from  day  to  day,  till  their  grievances  were  re- 
dreiTed.  • 

The  ferries  which  had  fprung  up  in  the 
army,  upon  the  minifters  retiring  to  livings  in 
the  country,  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  the  pres- 
bytcrians;  they  wanted  to  indulge  themfelvcs  up- 
on the  ruins  of  epifcopacy,  and  expefied  that 
their  pad  labours  in  the  army  would  ferve  in- 
ftead  of  a  conftant  attendance  to  their  duty. 
They  might  thank  themfelvcs  for  what  happened; 
for  had  they  continued  in  the  army,  in  the 
ftation  of  Chaplains,  and  done  their  duty,  it 
is  highly  probable,  that  they  might  have  pre- 
vented the  rife  and  progrefs  of  what  they  called 
fe^aries  among  the  military;  but  as  livings  were* 
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now  cafily  obtained,    and    the  retirement    of   a 
country  life,   or  a  ftation  ia  a   city,   was^  better 
than  being  expofed  to  danger,   and  daily  fatigue 
in  a  camp,  fo  they  flipped  away  as  occafion  ©£• 
fered,   and  left  the  army  to  edify  one  another. 
The  clergy,  who    were  now   under   the    pro* 
teAion  of  the  parliament,   tried  all  the  methods 
thefr  could  devife    to  roof  out  feflaries,  and  put 
an  end  to  toleration.    Many  fevere  inveftives  were 
publiflied  againft  toleration  and  liberty  of  confci- 
cnce,   as  if  men,   in  the  free  exercife  of  chriftiau 
liberty,  had  really  been  in  a  ftate  of  damnation.   One 
Edwards,  a  .zealous  presbyterian,  publifhcd  a  book 
which  he  entitled   Gangrena;    or  a  catalogue  of 
the  errors,  herefies,  and  blafphemies  of  the  times; 
in  which,  he  calls  upon  the  ciYil  powers  to  pour 
down  all  theif  vengeance  upon   papifts,    feekers, 
anabaptifls,   antidomians,  Brownifts,   libertines,  and 
other .  feflaries.    Such  a    farrago   of   perfecution,^ 
nonfenfe,  and  abfcidity,  is  feldom  to  be  met  with 
in    the    writings    of  any  grave  perfon.     Such   an 
advocate  could  do  but  little  fervice  to  any  caufe 
in  the  judgment  of  fober  and  well  thinking  per*- 
fons. 

Dofior  Twiffe,  prolocutor  to  the  'aflembly  of 
divines,  died^  during  the  fitting  of  the  affembly; 
he  was  actounted  a  very  learned  divine,  and  a 
great  champion  againft  the  arminians ;  his  writings 
declare  him  tO'  have  been  a  very  fubtle  and  me- 
taphifical  reafoner,  but  they  are  not  eafily  un- 
der ftood  by  perfons  of  weak  capacities.  He  was 
greatly  harraffed  by  the  King^s  party  during  the 
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civil  wars,   and  forced  to   forfake    his'  living   at 
Newbury;    but,  upon  the  calling  ot  the  affembly 
of  divines,    he  was,  by  the  order ^  of  parliament, 
,        chofcn  prolocutor  to  the  affembly,  in  which  place 
he   continued  till    he  died.     He   died   very  poor, 
being  ftripped  of  sail   he  poffeffed   by   the   cava- 
liers;   he  was  a  very  humble  man,  and  a  zealous 
praftifer  of  all  religious,  duties;    he  was  buried  in 
the  collegiate  church  of  St  Peter's,    Weftminrter, 
and  the  affembly  in  a  body  attended  his  funeral. 
After  the  reftoration,  his  remains  were  taken  up, 
by  order  of  the  council,  and  thrown  into  a  hole, 
J         in  the  church-yard  of  St  Margaret's.     This  was 
a  mean  expreffion  of  refentment  ag^inft  a  perfon 
who  was  now  beyond  the   reaijh    of  perfecution; 
it  (hews  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  people 
of   thofe   times,  -  and  what  fury    and    blind   zeal 
will  prompt  even  perfons  in  high  rank  to  commit, 
Mr  Jeremiah  Burroughs  died   much  about   the 
fame  time;   he  was  a    pious  and  fober  man,  and 
accounted    a  good   fcholar;    he    was  one    of  the 
diffenters  in   the  affembly  of  divines,  who   roain- 
taioed  the  right  of  congregational  chur-ches  to  ex-, 
ercife    all  their    religious    difcipline,    independent 
of  any    higher    church  judicature.     He   was,  for 
fome  time,  paftor  to  a  congregation  at  Rotterdam, 
but  returned  to  England  in  the  year .  one   thou* 
fand  fix  hundred  and  forty-two,    and  was  chofcn 
preacher  to  two  of  the    largeft   congregations    a- 
bout  London,  namely.    Stepney,  and  Cripplegate. 
Though  he  was  a  man  ftedfaft  to  his  own  opi- 
nion, yet  he  appears  to  have  been  of  a  peaceable 
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difpofition/  and  was  much '  concerned  at  the  un- 
charitable proceedings  of  the  partizans  of  thofe 
times.  He  wrote  feveral  treatifcs  which  were'  welJ 
received,  and  which  fliew  that  he  was  a  man  of 
found  judgment,  and    good  difpofiiion. 

After  the  death  of  Do£lor  Twiffe,  Mr  Charles 
Herle  was  ohofen  prolocutor,  by  order  of  parliament. 
The  firft  thin^  which  they  proceeded  to  confider 
was  their  confeffion  of  faith,  which  took  lip  a 
long  time.  The  Englifli  divines  were  for-  rcvifing 
the  thirty-nine  articles;  but  the  Scots  infifted 
upon  having  a  new  one  of  their  own.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare  materials  two 
years  before,  who  firft  fettled  the  number  and 
titles  of  the  feveral  chapters,  as  they  now  ftand, 
and  then  diftributed  them  among  feveral  fub-com- 
mittees,  who  fat  two  days  every  week,  and  then 
reported  what  they  had  finifhed  to  the  chief 
committee,  and  after  that  to  the  affembly,  where 
every  paragraph  was  debated  diftinflly.  This  bu; 
fmefs  took  them  up  one  year  and  an  half,  but 
at  laft  they  finiflied  their  work.  The  affembly 
proceeded  in  a  body,  and  prefented  it.  to  the 
parliament,  under  the  title  of  their  humble  ad- 
vice concerning  a  confeffion  of  faith,  and  the 
parliament  voted  them  their  thanks,  and  defired 
them  to  infert  the  proofs  of  the  feveral  articles 
in  their  proper  places,  and  then  print  fix  hun- 
dred copies  for  the  perufal  of  the  two  houfes. 
All  this  was  done,  and  then  the  confeffion  of 
faith  was  fubmitted  to  the  examination  of  the  par- 
liament. When  it  came  before  them  it  was  ex- 
amined 
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amined   carefully,    and  feveral  ametidments  made 
to  ie;    the  parlianaent  agreed  to  the  dodrinal  ar* 
tides,    and  ordered  the  confeifion  of  faith  to  be 
publiihed,  fof  the  fatisfadtion  of  foreign  churches^ 
but  gave  it  another  title,   becaufe  the  fedions  did 
not  begin  with  the  words  /  cmfefs.    The  chief 
parts  of  the  confei&on  of  faith,  which  relate  to 
presbyterian    church    order,    never    received    the 
£indioQ  of  the  Englifh  parliament.    The  chapters 
which  concern  difcipline  were  left  out,   and  the 
thirtieth   and   thirty-firft  chapters   were    omitted; 
what   related    to    marriage   and  divorce,   in    the 
twenty-fourth  chapter,   and  the  fourth  paragraph 
in  the  twentieth,    were  rejefled;   for  the  EngJifh 
parliament  were  not  difpofcd  to  receive  thofe  cha* 
rafteriftic  dpftrincs  of  presbytery,    which  give    a 
power   to  the  clergy,  independent  of   the  ftate. 
When  the  confeifion  of  faith  was  brought  down 
to  Scotland,    it  was  received  in  all  its  parts  as  it 
came  from  the  afiembly  of  divines,  and  received 
the  authority  of  the   general  affembly,  and  the 
•  fapdion  of  the  eftates  in  parliament. 

Though  the  confeffion  of  faith  paffed  the  af- 
fembly of  divines,  yet  they  did  not  all  agree 
with  regard  to  feveral  doftrines  contained  in  it; 
fome  minifters  entered  their  diffcnt  from  particu* 
lar  articles,  fuch  a?  thofe  which  relate  to  repro- 
hatioTiy  the  imputation,  of  ChriJVs  adlive  .ohedience^ 
liberty  qf  con/cience^  and  church  ji/cipline,  &c.  yet 
the  confeffion,  as  it  now  ftands,  paffed  the  af- 
fembly by  a  great  majority.  iThis  colleftion  of 
human  iuferences  has  been   fevercly  cenfured  by 
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fijme,  and  a«  extrafagaotly  extolled  by  others,  ac* 
cording  as  their  paffions  or  their,  intercfts  have 
difpofed  them  to  take  fides;  biit  provided  there 
had  been  any  occafion  for  human  fyftems  of  re<* 
Jigion,  this  cpmpofition,  with  all  its  imperfedions, 
is  undoubtedly  the  beft  of  its  kind  which  is  at 
prefent  in  qfe  among  the  proteftant  diurches.  It 
muft,  no  doubt,  appear  abfurd  to  fuch  as  believe 
that  divine  revelation  is  a.  perfeft  fyftem  of  our 
faith  and  duty,  and  may  be  eafily  underftood  by 
diligence  and  application,  to  fuppofe,  that '  any 
<^ther  fyftem  is  neccffary;  or  that  any  number 
of  men,  affembled  by  authority,,  have  a  right  to 
determine  what  others  ihall  believe  of  a  revela-^ 
tion  which  is  given  in  common  to  them  alL  The 
impofitioa  of  articles  of  religion  upon  teachers,  on 
pains  and  penalties^  is  far  from  anfwering  any 
good  purpofe  in  chriftian  churches :  men  who  have 
no  other  meaning  by  aiTuming  religious  offices^ 
than  to  enjoy  the  perquifites  which  are  annexed 
to  them,  will  never  hefitate  to  profefs  fubjedioii 
to  rules  they  never  intend  to  obferve,  farther 
than  is  confiftent  with  their  own  fafety.  The 
greateft  part  of  religious  articles  are  c<xiceived  in 
fuch  terms,  that  are  harder  to  be  underftood  thaa 
the  moft  difficult  pafiages  of  revelation,  from 
whence  they  are  fuppofcd  to  be  taken^  it  is 
therefore  unreafonable  to  impofe  that  upon  others^ 
as  the  true  meaning  of  fcripture,  which  canliot 
be  underftood  without  a  commemator.  The  gene- 
ral ufe  of  thefe  human  compofitions  appears  not  to 
be,  to  make  men  believe  the  fame  doSrine,  but 
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10  aafwer  as  a  ceft  er  qualification  for  a  place  of 
emolument;  for  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  lii^ 
content,  without  enjoying  the  places  and  pqrqui- 
fites  to  which  fubfcription  is  annexed,  have  no 
occafion  to  be  afraid  of  the  impofition  of.  con- 
*  feilions.  This  fhews  tb^  they  are  of  no  real 
ufe  in  the  church,  with  refpeft  to  religion,  but 
only  ferve  as  a  barrier  of  office  to  keep  out  thofe 
who  are  fufpcftcd  of  not  being  heartily  recon- 
ciled .to  church  policy. 

The  affcmbly  iiaving  finilhed  the  cgnfeffion  of 
faith,  they  next  proceeded  to  reduce  the  feveral 
beads  contained  therein,  into  the  form  of  ii  ca- 
techifm ;  •  which^  after  they  had  compleated,  they 
abridged  into  a  fmaller  compafs.  Thefe  were 
called  the  larger  and  fhorter  catechifms,  and  con-. 
tain  all  the  doArines  which  are  more  largely  ex- 
prcffed  in. the  confeffion  of  faith.  The  fhorter 
catechifm  was  intended  for  initiating  children  in 
the  principles  of  the  chriflian  religion,  and  was 
recommended  to  all  families,  to  be  learned  by 
heart,  and  committed  to  memory.  It  is  far  from 
^'  being  a  plain  book  for  teaching  children  the  firft 
principles  of  religion;  for  though  it  may  eafily 
be  committed  to  memory,  it  is  not  fo  eafily  un-. 
derftood.  Many  terms  are  ufcd  in  the  anfwers, 
which  divines  cannot  define,  and  have  been,  for 
many  ages,  matter  of  difputation  among  the  mofl 
leaAied  men  in  the  church. 

The  chief  matters   before  the   affembly  being 

now   finiftied,    tht    Scots    commiflioners    returned 

•home,   but  before   their'  departure,    they  infifled 
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that  k  might  be  recorded,  that  the  affembly  had 
been  affifted  by  commiffioners  from  the  church - 
of  Scotland,  which  was  accordingly  dpne,  and 
the  prolocutor  ordered  to  return  them  thanks  ia 
the  name  of  the  affembly.  The  commiffioners 
w:ent  home  very. much  grieved,  becaufe  the  Eng- 
liih  parliament  had  not  amhorifed  all  the  arti- 
cles of  their  confeffion,  and  had  refufed  to  efl;a- 
blifh  the  dircftory^  They  expreffed  ihemfelves  in 
a  melancholy  tone  concerning  the  fins  of  the 
Engllih .  natipti;  and  lamented  the  hardihips  which, 
the  presbyterians  lay  under.  It  went  near  their 
hearts  that  they  bad  not  obtained,  by  a  legal 'c- 
ftabliihment,  an  independent  power,  to  do  what- 
soever they  pleafed  with  regard  to  ecclefiaftical 
matters.  .  This  they,  called  the  iiitrinfic  power 
of  the  church,  which  they  affirmed  church  af- 
femblies  had  a  right  to  enjoy,  independent  on 
the  civil  r  powers.  This  was  certainly  an  imaginary 
power,  "under  a,  civil  eftablilhment  of  religion^  . 
and  what  tjic  clergy  ought  never  to  expeft,  while 
their  ecclefiaftical  exiftence  depends  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  civil  magiftrate.  In  this  particu-  ^ 
lar  the  church  of  England  is  more  confiftent,  as 
an  eftablifhment,  than  the  church  of  Scotland; 
for  the  Englifh  church  allows  the  civil  magiftrate 
to  controul  every  aft  of  ecclefiaftical  power ;  but 
the  church  of  Scotland,  while  Ihe  holds  by  her 
intrinfic  power,  and  at  the  fame  time  claims  the 
affiftance  of  the  tivll  magiftrate  as  an  eftabliflied 
church  to  enforce  her  ecclefiaftical  decifions,  afts 
inconfiftently  with  the  very  idea  of  an  eftabliflied 
Vol.  nt  Gg  church. 
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church.  It  is  cafy  to  perceive)  while  the  King's 
commiffioner  has  power  to  diffolvc  the  affendbly, 
the  church  has  no  intrinfic  power ;  for  Ihouldlhe 
pretend  to  exercife  it  contrary  to  the  intention  of 
the  m^giftratCy  the  commiffioner  has  authority  to 
diffolve  .the  affembly,  and  then  the  ecclefiaftical 
authority  ceafcs,  till  the  dergy  are  convened  by 
the  fame  authority  wfitch'  d.iffolved  them.  Now 
was  the  time  for  the  p^ftiaitient  to  have  diffolved 
the  affeinbly,  which  would  haye  greatly  faved  their 
reputation,  and  prevented  many  evils  which  after- 
wards happened*  As  fdon  a$  the  aflembly  had 
finiflied  their  principal  bufihefi^  they  proceeded  to 
difpute  concerning  the  jiis  dhinum  of  presbytery, 
'^which  led  them  into  great  heats,  and  many  uilcharua- 
ble  conclufioriJ,  with  l*efpeft  to  thofe*who  could  not 
proceed  fo  far  as  they  were  difpofed  16  go.,. , 

The -clergy  who  affembled  weekly  atZionCoI; 
lege,  aflumed  the  bnfinefs  of  the  affembly  of  di- 
vines, and  entered  more  particularly  into  ,the  debate 
concerning  the  divine  right  of  ,pfe§bytefy;''  rhe 
^  toleration  was  a  great  eye-fore. to.  them;  for  they 
reckoned  that  they  were  bound,  by  their  covenaiit 
to, force  all  forts  of 'people  to.profefs  their  form 
of  religion.  Days  of  fafting  on  account  of  the 
fm  of  tolerating  feflarics  were  now  frequent,  'and 
the  presbyterians  mourned  greatly,  bccaufp  the 
parliament  would  not  grant  them  authority  to  ex- 
tirpate all  fuch  as  would  not  ^ouform  to  their 
mode  oFcburch  difcipline.  They  had  themYelves  fuf- 
fered  many  hardfliips  under  iheminiftryof  l«iud,and 
their  minds  were  foured  through  enduring  a  long  fc- 
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rij^s  of  perfecution ;  they  w^re  not  clear  of  refent- 
ment,  and  longed  to.  have  as  much  power  as 
might  enable  them  to  return  the  compliment  to 
their  adverfaries.  No  other  good  rcafon  can  be 
given  why*  they  were  fo  fond  of  perfecution,  than 
that  they  remembered  'old  injuries,  and  wanted  to 
repay  them. 
To  ihew  that  thiv^J  was  the  temper  of  the  prcf- 

byteriaqs,  wc  need  only  take  a  view  of  their  paper 
of  abhorrence,  which  they  agreed  to  at  this  time, 
in  which  they  declare,  that  they  wituefs  againfl: 
the  error  of  toleration,  patronizing,  and  promoting 
all  other  errors,  herefies  and  blafphemies  whatfo- 
vef,  under  the  grosfly  abufed  notion  oi  Miberty  of 
cpnfcience.  This ,  they  call  a.  great  grievance, 
**  that  men  fliould  be  .allowed  to  have  liberty  to 
*^  wot  (hip  Godwin  that  way  and  maftner,  as  jfhall 
^*  appear  to  them  mpft  agree^bl<  <o ,  the  word  of 
'^God,  and  no  man  be  puniflied  or  discountenanced 
"by  authority  for  the  fame;  andrtfeat  an  inforced 
"uniformity  of  religion  ithroaghcwjt,a  nation  or  ftate 
"  ihould  be  reckoned  confounc^iiig  thiiigs.  civil  and  re- 
^*  ligious,  and  denying  the  very  €rft  principles  of 
"  chriftianity/'  This  (hews  what  the  tamper  of  the 
presbyterians  at  this  time  was,  and  what  lengths  they 
would  have  proceeded  to,  had  the  parliament  thought 
fit  to  have  gone  along  with   them.  . 

About  this,  tim^e/mapy  ilUnatured  performances 
were  publiftied  by  forne  of  the  presbyterian  clergy; 
they  charged  their .  antagonids  with  -herefy  and 
blafphemy,  and  imputed  many  errors  to  them, 
which  they  denied,,  and  the  p.rcsbytecians  were  not 
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able  to  prove.  This  made  impartial  perfons,  who 
were  not  deeply  engaged  on  cither  fide,  confider 
thefe  imputations  as  flanders,  intended  only  to  black- 
en the  charafters  of  thofe  they  either  did  not 
like  or  were  afraid, of. 

The  royalifts  and  presbyterians  were  now  equal- 
ly embaraffcd;  the  King  would  not  give  up  epif- 
copacy,  and  the  others  were  not  difpofed  to  depart 
from  their  covenant :  they  had  fwom  to  abolilh 
prelacy,  and  infilled  upon  its  deftru^lion,  and  as  a 
principal  term  of  agreement.  Upon  thefe  princi- 
ciples  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  they  could  not 
readily  come  to  an  accommodation. 

The  treaty  between  the  King,  and  the  presby- 
terians was  foon  broken  up   by  the  agitators    in 

the  army.  The  officers  were  afraid  left  the 
parliament  fhould  disband  them,  and  ufed  all 
neceffary  precautions  to  prevent  that  ftep.  They 
formed  a  committee,  confifting  of  two  officers  out 
of  each  regiment,  to  manage  their  affairs,  who 
came  to  a  refohition  to  fupport  their  own 
caufe,  and  refufed  to  disband  till  all  their  arrears 
were  paid,  and  full  provifion  was  made  for  liberty 
of  confcence.  This  refolution  was  fent  to  the 
commons  by  three  rf  theii'  niimber,  who  deliver- 
ed it  in  at  the  bar  of  the  hbufe :  the  commons 
moved  to  have  them  committed,  but  after  a  teng 
debate  they  were  difmiffed  With  a  reprimand  for 
meddling  with  the  afl&irs  of  government.  The 
officers  were  not  to  be  put  off  with  fuch  gentle 
rebukes  as  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
had  now  given  them;  they  next  fent  their  petition 
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by  th«  hwidi  of  their  genensil  hitnrelf,  ^Wch  great- 
ly offended  the  parfiament,  and  made  them  pafs 
an  brdeh  that  ail  wht)  Would  not  ehlift  for  the 
fervicc  in  Ireland  (hould  l>e  imtnediatefly  paid  off  , 
and  disbanded. .  Thte  officers  perceived  the  inten- 
'tiori  of  the  parliamieiit,  and  provided  againft  the 
fnare  which  was  laid  for  them :  they  entered  into 
-an  engagcntent  not  tq  disband  tHl  all  the  grie- 
vances mentioned  iti  their  pdtiti6ri  ^txt  fulfy  re- 
dreffed.  The  parKament  was  now  provoked  to  a 
high  degree,  and  paffed  an  order  to  apprehend 
Lieutenant  General  Cromwel, '  who  was  fufpefted  l^ 
to  be  at  the  head  of  thefe  refolutions;  but  he 
being  apprifed  of  their  defign,  miide  his  efcape  to 
the  army.  Cromwel  knew  well  what  they  were 
about,  arid  had  far  too  much  fagacity  to  be  caught 
in  the  trap  which  the  Commons  had  laid  for  him: 
their  defigns  were  roanifeft  to  him,  and  he  knew 
w,ell  how  to  difappoint  their  intentions.  The 
King  was  now  the  prize  which  the  contending 
parties  had  their  eyes  upon ;  whoever  had  his  Maje- 
fty  in  their  power  were  likely  to  prevail-  Crom-  \/ 
wel  undterftood  this  perfedly;  and  to  accompliih 
his  intention,  fent  one  Joyce,  a  cornet,  with  a 
party  of  horfe,4o  fecute  the  perfon  of  the  King.  ^ 
Joyce  executed  his  conimiiTion  with  great  intre- 
pidity, and  carried  his  Majefty  from  Holmby-houfe 
to  Newmarket,  where  the  army  then  lay.  The 
ner*s  of  i!his  exploit  greatly  alarmed  both  houfe$ 
of  parliament :  The  whole  city  was  in  confufion,  and 
&II  peribns  ordered  to  take  arms,  for  the  army  was  ex  j 
pefted  it  the  gates  of  London  in  a  few  hours."  When 
thdr  furprize  was  a  little  abated;  commiiHoQers  were 
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fent  to  the  genera]^  to  defirc^him  not  to  advance 
within  forty  miles  of  London;  but  he  was  already 
advanced  to .  St  Alban's,  but  promifcd  to  proceed 
no  farther  till  further  notice.  -  He  aflinred  the 
two  houfes,  that  the  army  did  not  mean  to  op- 
pofe  the  presbyterian  church  government,  nor  to 
fet  up  the  independent  form  of  difcipline,  but  wanted 
fecurity  .that  fuch  as  had  tender  confciences^  and 
differed  from,  the  eftablilhment,:  might  not  be 
denied  the  common  rights  pf  fubjefts  which  were 
the  privileges  of  all,  while  they  lived  fobcrly  and 
were  obedient  to  the  laws.  Nothing  could  be 
more  reafonable  than  to  allow  every  fubjeft  the 
free  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  cpnfcience  in  the 
praftice  of  duty  to  the  civil  government  >  for  the  ci- 
vil powers  arc  not  concerned  with  txif  perfon^s 
religion  while  he  fulfils  his  duty,  which  as  a  fubjeft 
he  owes  to  the  ftate.  The  presbyterians  who 
were  fo  zealous  at  this  time  for  uniformity  in 
religion,  were  for  excluding  all  perfons  from  any 
fliare  in  the  civil  government  of.  police  of  the 
nation,  who  would  not  conform  to  the  rules  of 
church  difcipline  which  were  now  framed  by  the 
affembly  of  divines.  They  were  likewile  for  in- 
flifling  certain  civil  penalties. upon  thofe  who  would 
not  comply,  after  certain  means  had  been  ufed 
to  convince  them  of  the  propriety  of  uniformity. 
The  independents,  and  the  Eraftians  in  the  army, 
perceived,  that  if  once  they  laid  by  their  fwords> 
that  they  and  their  friends  would  be  forced  by 
ordinances  of  parliament  to  do  whatever  ihc  pre- 
fent  pofTeffors  of  power  (hould  require,  or  fuffer 
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^he  pchalries  which  were  annexed  to  thie  laws  lor 
uniformity.  For'  this  re^fon  they  thought  that-  it 
was  better  to  make  ter'm^  for  themfelves  while  they 
were  in  arms,  than  exjpok  themfelveis '  tci  the  mer- 
cy of  men,  whom  they  had  reafbn  to  fear  Would 
ihew  them  no  cbmpaffion.        .     " 

The  general  atld  officers  of  the  'army  iPenr  a 
letter  to  the  mayor  and  cpmmon-cotincH  ofLoif- 
don,  declaring  that  they  wanted  no  alteration  in 
the ,  government  of  church  and  ftate,  but  ofily  in- 
lifted  for  relief  to'  tender  confcicnces,  who '  could 
^ot  ^comply  with' the  prefent  form  of  church  go- 
vernment ;  if  this  was  granted',  arid^  their  larrears 
paid,  they  declared  they  were  ready"  to  embaric' 
for  Ireland.  The  Commons  took  no^  notice  of  this^ 
rembn  ft  ranee,  *  but  publifhed  a  'declaration,  fetting 
^orth  that  his  Majefty  was  a  prifbner;^  ■  and  -barba- 
roufly  Ufed;  beckiife  their  commiffioners  could  have 
ij^o  accef§  to  him,  but  in  prefence  of  fome  bfficers 
of  the  army:  THe  army  denied  *this  tharge,  and 
declared  they  had  no"  other  intenrion'^Hiah  to  qb- 
tain  liberty  of  coAicience  for  themfelves  and  the 
reft,  pf  the  nation,  who  could  iio^  agree  with  the 
prefent  uniformity.  The  presbyterians  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  could  not  contain  -  themfelve^  within 
due  bounds  at  thofe  proceedings,"  and  exclaimed 
bitterly  againft  the  parliament  for  being  fo  mean 
as  to  treat  with  their  own  fervants,  when  they 
had  the  King  to  treat  with.  They  were  violent 
for  raifing  a  new  army,  and  oppofing  force  with 
force,  till  thofe  wha'had  the  King  in  cuftody  Ihould 
fubmit  to  their  fuperiors,   and  deliver  him  up  to 
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t^  parKamenc  The  officer|s^  \n  tbe  ariQjr.  werQ 
Dpt  ready  xq  obey  fiich  orders, .  thoiijigh  they  ha4 
fceea  eiyomed  by  an .  order  of  pwlmi9.e9t ;  they 
knew*  Acir .  ow  ftre^gth,  and  p^derftood  ho^  tQ 
vfe  it.  All  the  city  was  pow.  in  confufion ;,  no- 
thing, except  raifii^  of  foldicxs,  and  fortifying 
i;he  city,  w^s  to  be  feeaj  all  hands  were  engaged 
a^. if  they  intended  to. make  ^  rcfolute  defence, 
in;  cafe  the  army  fhould  approach,  the  city.  The 
pri^sbytqrians  wrote  alfo  to  th^eir.  brethren  in 
Seotl4nd^  deiinng  them  to.  i^pd  hack .  th^ir 
army  for  ,  their,  affiftance :  but  •  all  that  they 
could  obtain,  was  a  declaration  of  the'  kixk  apd 
nation,  ag^in£b  toleration  and .  liberty  of  confcience, 
fig wfyipg,,.t}iaf.,jthey  were  rcjfQlved,  to  a  man,  tq 
^and  by  thc^covenant,  whatever  the  EngUfli  p^r- 
Iiamenit  {hould.  fubipit ,  to.  Fairfax,  according  tgi 
the  orders  of  the  two  houfes,  had  removed,  his 
army  ^bovc  forty  miles  from  London  j  .but  upon 
Ac  reprefifptaiiOTrofJTopie  jquembers,  who  ha^  fied 

(ro^l  thCrYJoWcsce^od  outr^e  of  the,  mplj,.  th^ 
pffipers  we^i?  refolved  to  pufli  their  advantage,  and^ 
bring  the  rioters. tq  juftice.  Th^y:^ccordipgly  re- 
solved to  margli  towards  London,  and  rendez- 
VOftzcd  thei^  army,  on  Hounllo\^^  Heath,  on  th.e 
i^ird  of  Augutt,  to'the  qumber  of  twenty  thoufand,' 
yiitk  a  good  traia.of  artiUeJ!:y>  accompanied  with  four-' 
teen  Peers»  and  about  one  hundj^d  members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Upon  notic?  of  the  adyance-' 
Vtenfof  the  army  towards  the  city,  the  citizens  were 
j[reatly  terrified^  and  their  courage  forfook  them  : 
inftcad  of  defending   the  city,'   they  ordered  the 
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militia  to  retire  within  their  walls,  and  fent  their 
fubraiffion  to  the  General,  promifiug  to  open  their  , 
paffes,  and  to  give  all  the  affiftance  -^hey  could 
to  replace  thofe  members  who  had  fled  to  the 
army.  The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  met  the  Ge- 
neral at  Hyde  Park,  and  p^efented  him  with  a 
golden  cup;  but  he  refufed  the  prefent,  and  dif- 
mifled  them  with  very  little  ceremony*  He  af- 
terwards conduced  the  members  to  their  feats  in 
parliament)  who  voted  all  that  had  been  done  in 
their  abfence  void,  and  returned  thanks  to  the 
army  for  their  fafe  conduft. 

The  city  was  now  under  a  military  government  j 
the  parliament  was  itierely  nominal ;  the  army  was 
ftriftly  fpeaking  the  parliament,  for  all  things 
were  done  according  to  their  orders.  Cromwel 
was  at  the  bottom  of  this  revolution,  though  he 
had  not  yet  difcovered  himfelf  in  a  vifible  man- 
ner J  he  knew  how  to  move  the  fprings  of  aftion 
without  appearing  to  be  much  concerned  in  the 
operations  of  the  policy  which  he  had  contrived* 
The  violence  'of  the  presbyterians  occafioned 
this  revolution,  though  it  happened  -contrary  to 
their  inclinations:  had  they  behaved  gently,  and 
granted  toleration  and  liberty  of  confcience  to 
thofe  who  differed  from  them  in  fomc  points  qf, 
church  difcipline,  the  agitators  in  the  army  had 
never  proceeded  to  fuch  a  length  as  they  dkl ; 
but,  as  if  all  things  had  been  in  their  power, 
they  refufed  every  reafonable  demand  which 
was  made  by  the  other  parties.  This  led 
|hem  to  thofe  extremities  they  now  proceeded  to, 
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and  ruined  the  caufe  of  uniformity  altogether  in 
the  end.  It  is  difficult  for  men  under  the  influ- 
ence of  party  zeal  to  know  when  to  flop;  the 
pafCons  being  once  overheated,  take  the  lead  of 
the  underibnding,  and  hinder  men  from  perceiv- 
ing either  their  own  power,  or  their  true .  interefl. 
The  London  minifters,  and  the  presbyterians  in 
and  about  the  city,  cpntinually  •jlirred  up  the 
parliament  to  iflTue  forth  new  orders  againfl 
feftaries,  and  exclaimed  in  the  moft  intemperate 
manner  againft  toleration;  which  alarmed  all  o- 
ther  denominations  of  profefTors  of  religion,  be- 
lieving, that  if  once  they  had  all  things  fettled,  they 
would  deprive  the  reft  of  their  brethren  of  thofc 
natural  rights  which  .they  pojOreffed  as  citizens,  be- 
caufe  they  could  not  agree  with  them  in  what  per- 
,  tained  to  their  cotifciences.  This  firft  roufed  the 
army,  and  made  them  endeavour  to  deprive  thofc  men 
of  power  whom  they  perceived  were  difpofed  to 
make  a  mifchievous  ufe  thereof.  The  presbyte- 
rians attempted  to  vindicate  themfelves  from*  the 
charge  of  engaging  the  city  againft  the  army,  and 
called  God  towitnefs  to  their  innocency ;  but  though 
they  perhaps  did  not  mean  to  proceed  fo  far  as 
matters  were  afterwards  carried,  yet  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  it  was  their,  fevere  rigidnefs  which 
was' the  caufe  of  their  own  and  a  great  part  of 
the  nation's  calamities.  The  independents  are 
likewife  charged  with  guilt  in  this  particular;  and 
it  is  hard  to  determine  who  arc  innocent  after 
the  minds  of  partizaus  are  agitated.  The  inde- 
pendents were  willing  to  accept  of  a   toleration, 
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Without .  infifting  upon  an  eftablifhment  of  their 
opinions ;  the  presbyterians  would  not  grant  them 
this  favour;  it  was  but  natiiralto  fuppofe  that 
they  would  ufe  fbme  means  for  their  own  fafety> 
and  endeavour  to  fecure  to  themfelvcs  what  is  the 
right  of  every  rational  creature.  Perhaps  they, 
ufed  means  not  altogether  laudable  to  accomplifh 
the  end  they  propofed,  but  in  that  refpeft  they 
were  but  like  other  partizans  of  thofe  times,^  who, 
provided  tney  could  accomplifh  their  defigns,  were 
not  very  folicitous  concerning  the  propriety  and 
reftitude  of  the  means  they  made  ufe  of.  Their 
zeal  for  chriftian  liberty  was,  however,  commend- 
able ;  and  they  do  not  appear  t^  have  been  fo 
rigorous  in  their  demands,  as  the  presbyterians 
Were  in  their  terms  of  conformity. 

The  King  was  now""  obliged  to  attend  the  mo- 
tions of  the  army,  and  to  follow  thefe  militant 
reformers .  from  one  place  to  another;  but  after 
the  city  of  London  threatened  a  new  war,  he 
was  removed  to  a  greater  diflance.  He  was  at 
laft  brought  to  Hampton  G>urt,  where  he  en- 
joyed the  honours  and  ftate  of  a  King  for  the 
fpace  of  three  months,  and  was  attended  by  the 
proper  officers  of  the  court,  and  multitudes  of 
people  both  from  city  and  country.  While  the 
King  waj  with  the  '  army,  Cromwel  and  Ireton 
held  feveral  converfations  with  him  in  private, 
and  prbmifed  to  reflore  him  to  his  throne,  and 
allow  hint  freedom  to  enjoy  his  own  religion,  or 
lofc  their  lives  in  the  undSrtaking,  provided  he 
would  confent  fo  the  propofals  made  by  the  par- 

H  h   2  liament. 


(    M4    ) 

liament,  and  confer  fome  particular  honours  upon 
them  and  fome  few  of  their  friends.  They  x  fur* 
ther  engaged  to  indemnify  his  whole  party  if  they 
would  live  peaceably.  The  King  was  advifed  by 
fome  of  his  friends  to  accept  of  their  propofals, 
on  account  of  the  bad  ftate  of  his  affairs;  but 
jbe  treated  them  with  great  referve,  and  kept,  them 
at  a  diflance.  Charles  faid,  that  if  they  meant  to 
agree  to  an  accommodation,  they  would  not  im« 
pofe  fuch  conditions  upon  him.  Sir  J.  Berkeley 
obferved,  that  he  fliould  fufpeft  that  they  intend- 
ed to  abufe  him  if  they  had  demanded  lefs,  and 
that  a  crown,  fo  near  loft,  was  never  recovered 
upon  more  eafy  terms. 

Charles  was  mifled  on  this  occafion  by  the  ill  advice 
of  fome  friends,  which  agreed  with  a  foolifh  notion- 
he  had  of  his  own  importance,  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  turn. the  fcale,  and  that  the  party  which 
he  ihould  defert  would  be  effeAually  ruined;  this 
ruined  his  own  ^caufe,  and  made  him  play  be- 
tween parties  till  he  was  diftrufted  by  both.  *  His 
language  to  both  parties  was  haughty  and  ofFcn* 
five,  and  he  fpoke  in  fuch  a  ftile  as  \i  he  bad 
had  every  thing  in  his  power.  He  told  the  com* 
miflioners  from  the  parliament  what  offers  were 
made  him  by  the  army;  and  when  the  officers 
of  the  army  came  to  him  in  the  moft  refpe^iful 
manner,  he .  addreffed  them  with  a  frown,  and 
faid,  1  (hail  fee  you  glad,  ere  long,  to  accept  of 
more  equal  terms;  you  can  do  nothing  without 
me;  you  will  fall  to  ruin  jf  I  do  not  fuftain  you; 
no  manihall  fuffcr  on  my  account ;  the  church  muit 
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be  eftablifhed  according  to  law.  Th«  officers  were 
aftooiihed  at  this  addrefs,  and  could  eafily  per^ 
ceive  the  reaibns  of  the  King's  infatuation,  Sir 
J.  Berkeley  faid  to  his  Majefty,  Sir,  you  fpe^k  as  ^ 
if  you  had  fpnae  fecret  ftrcngth,  which,  fince  ^ 
you  have  ^onceajed  from  me,  I  wifli  you  had 
concealed  from  thefc  men.  After  much  fruitlefs 
altercation,  to  no  purpofe,  Cromwel  told  the  King 
in  very  plain  terms,  Sir,  we  perceive  you  have 
a  deiign  to  be  arbitrator  between!  the  parliament 
and  us,  but  we  now  defign  to  be  the  fame  be^ 
tween  your  Majefty  and  the  parliament.  Thp 
officers,  after  they  found  that  they  could  make 
nothing  of  the  King,  and  bad  difcovered  his  fe- 
cret correfpondence  with  the  Queen,  they  with- 
drew from  court,  and  left  him  to  his  own  me- 
dication* This  made  him  fufpeA  thait  they  had  fome 
fecret  defign  upon  his  life,  and  made  hini  attempt 
to  make  his  efcape.  One  thing  whi<^  might 
readily  raife  fuch  a  fufpicion  in  tbeKilQg's  bread 
was,  that  Cromwel "  had  withdrawn  iiis  parole  of 
honour  for  his  fafety,  and  fent  him  word  th^t 
he  would  not  be  anfwerable  any  longer  for  any 
thing  which  might  happen  to  him.  Cromwel  in 
this  did  not  aft  without  juft  caufe;  for  Charles's 
beft  friends  allow  that  Cromwel  had  difcovered  )/^ 
a  defign  which  the  King  had  to  take  away  his  life 
after  he  had  obtained  all  things  which  he  defired. 
There  was  a  private  agreement  between  his  Ma« 
jefty  and  Cromwel,  which  Charles  would  not 
conclude,    without    acquainting   the  Queen;    he 

wrote  to  her,  that  if  he  confented  to  thofe  pro- 
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pofals  which    were   made  to  him,   it   would    be 
cafier  to  take  oflF  Cromwcl   afterwards,  than  now 

\/  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  army.  This 
letter  Cromwel  intercepted,  though  it  was  very 
dexieroufly  concealed;  it  was  fewed  up  in  the 
ikirt  of  a  faddle,  in  order  to  be  fent  to  France ; 
but  Cromwel  and  Ireton  having  information  thereof, 
went  to  an  inn  in  Holborn,  and  feized  the  letter. 
This  letter  is  faid  to  have  contabed  an  account 
of  the  King  being  courted  by  the  Scots  presby- 
terians^  as  well  as  by  the  army,  and  that  thofe  who 
t>id  faireft  for  him  fhould  have  him.  Cromwel, 
after  he  received  this  letter,  told  fome  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  friends,  that  he  had  found  that   the    King 

^         could  not   be  trufted,   aqd   that  if  any  thing  fell 
out,    contrary   to  expeftation,   he  would   not    be 
anfwerable  for  it. 
.  Several  writers  who  were  true  friends    to  the 

"^  royal  caufe,  have  allowed,  that  Cromwel  and  Ire- 
ton  were  fincere  in  their  intentions  to  have  re- 
ftored  King  Charles,  till  they  intercepted  this  let- 
ter ;  but  finding  that  his  reftoration  would  be  their 
own  ruin,  they  formed  the  plan  to  have  him  ta- 
ken out  of  the  world  in  the  manner  which  af- 
terwards took  place.  However  unlawful  it  might 
be  for  Cromwel  to  concert  a  plan  for  taking  ofF 
his  Sovereign,  yet  it  muft  certainly  be  fome  apo- 
logy for  his  conduft,  that  Charles  firft  gave  him 
the  hint  by  his  intention  to  deprive  him  of  his 
life;  he  found  that  his  own  life  was  in  danger 
as  long  as  the  King  had  any  power;  and  while 
he  was  alive,  it  was  unceruia  whether  he.  might. 
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not,  by  foiiie  means,  be  again  reftorcd  to  his 
crown  and  authority,  and  then  Cromwel  knew 
what  he  had  to  expeft.  It  is  not  then  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  the  General  preferred  his 
own  life  and  profperity  to  that  of  the  King.  Be- 
fore Cromwel  difcovercd  the  intentions  of  the  King, 
he  ufed  all  his  influence  in  oppofing  the  levellers 
in  the  army;  but  after  he  found  but  the  defign 
of  Charles  to  take  away  his  life,  he  forfook  him, 
as  did  alfo  the  reft  of  the  officers;  the  guards 
began  alfo  to  change,  their  ftile,  and  affirmed, 
that  God  had  hardened  the  King's  heart,  and 
blinded  his  eyes.  This  was  fuch  cant  as  was  ufual 
in  thofe.  times,  among  thofe  who  were  accounted 
the  moft  devout  and  religious.  The  meaning  was, 
perhaps,  as  abfurd  as  the  language  in  which  it 
was  expreffcd;  for  it  is  plainly  manifeft,  from 
fuch  manner  of  expreffion,  that  thofe  enthufiafts 
pretended  to  know  the  mind  of.  the  Almighty  as 
well  as  the  difpofition  of  King  Charles.  The 
devout  people  of  thofe  days  generally  laid  claim 
to '  a  prophetic  fpirit,  and  pretended  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly intimate  and  familiar  with  the  fecrets  of 
the  Almighty;  this  had  a  prodigious  influence  a- 
mong  the  vulgar,  who  are,  for  the  moft  part,  difpofed 
to  liften  with  more  attention  to  vifidns  and  falfe 
pretenfions,  than  to  the  :  word  of  God,  which  is 
fure  and  indifputable. 

The  fituation  of  Charles  was  now,  to  the  laft 
degree  pitiable;  toffed  in  his  own  mind^  by  un- 
ruly paffions,  and  ambitious  defigns;  which  he 
could  not  accompliihi   and  forced  by  the  oflkers 
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of  the  army  to  go  whither  they   had  a    mind ; 
he  fpent  his  days  in  yain,  and  his  nights  in  wea- 
rinefs.    At   laft    he   efcapes   in    the   night    from 
Hampton  Court,  and  fled   to  the  ifle  of  Wight, 
where  his  Majefty  was  but  ill  ufcd,  and  remained 
a  whole  year,    with  only  one   or    two    fcrvants. 
He  had  now  occafion   to  rcfleft  upon  the .  uncer- 
tainty   of  all   human  dignity,    and    the    miferable 
fituation  his  own  folly  had  now  brought  him   to* 
It    may   be  neceffary  to    take    a  view    of  the 
proceedings  of  the  different  parties,    with   regard 
to  the  fettlement  of  the  commotions  of  the  king- 
dom.    The  army  having  now  the    ruling    power 
in  the  city  of  London,    made  fome  propofals  to 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament  concerning  religion- 
they  required  that  an  aA  fhould  be  pafTed  to  take 
away  the-coercive  power  and  jurifdiftion  of  Bjfhops, 
extending  to  any  civil  penalties  upon  any  perfons. 
— ^That  all  a^,  and  claufes  of  ads,  be  repealed^ 
'which  enjoin  the  ufe  of  the  common  prayer,  and 
impofe  any  penalty  fdt  neglefting  thereof;  and  for 
not  coming  to  church,   or  meeting   clfewherc.— * 
That  the  covenant    be   not  enforced    upon  any^ 
and  that  all  orders  and  ordinances,  tending  to  that 
purpofe>  be  repealed.     Thefe  were  the  requefts  of 
the  army,  with  refpeft  to  religion :  with  refpeft  to 
their  civil  demands,  as  they  belong  to  ftate  mat* 
ters,  1  (hall  pafs  them  over,  and  leave   them   to 
the  writers  of  civil  hiftory. 

When  the  propofals  concerning  religion  were  de« 
bated,  the  Lords  agreed,  that  the  King  be  de- 
fired  10  giTe  his  confent  to  the  fettling  the  pres« 
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byterian  government  for  three  years,  with  a  pro- 
Tjfion,  that  no  perfon  Ihall  be  liable  to  any  penalty 
for  non-conformity  to  the  faid  government,  or  forin 
of  divine  fervice;  but  fuch  perfons  fliall  have  li- 
berty to  meet  for  the  fervice  and  worlbip  of  God> 
and  for  exercife  of  religious  duties  and  ordinances* 
in  any  fit  and  convenient  places,  fo  as  nothing 
be  done  by  them  to  the  diftyrbance  and  peace  of 
the  kingdom ;  provided  this  (hall  not  be  con- 
flrued  to  extend  »to  a  toleration  of  the  popifli 
rehgion,  nor  to  exempt  popifti  recufants  from  any 
penalties  impofed  upon  them  for  the  exercife  of 
the  fajne :  nor  ^fhall  it  extend  to  the  toleration  of 
any  thing  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  chrif- 
tian  religion,  contained  in  the  apoftles'  creed,  as 
it  is  expounded  in  the  firft  fifteen  articles  of  the 
church  of  England,  as  they  have  been  cleared 
and  vindicated  by  the  affembly  of  divines,  now' 
fitting  at  Weftminfter:  nor  of  any  thing  contrary  to 
fuch  ,  points  of  faith,  for  the  ignorance  of  which 
men  are  to  be  kept,  from  the  facrament,  accord- 
ing to  a  former  ordinance  of  parliament.  Nor 
fliall  it  extend  to  excufe  any  perfons  from  the 
penalties  of  i  Eliz.  cap.  2.  for  not  coming  to 
hear  the  word  of  God  on  the  Lord's  day  in  any 
parifli  church,  or  chapel,  unlefs  he  can  (hew  a 
reafonable  excufe  for  his  abfence,.  or  that  he  was 
prefent  to  hear  the  word  of  God  preached  or  ex- 
pounded fomewhcre  elfe. 

The  Commons  agreed  that  pr&ibytery  {hpuld 
be  eflablifhed  till  the  'end  of  next  feffions,  and 
that   the    tenths,    and  all   other  maintenance,  be- 
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longing  to  arj  church  or  chapel,  fhall  be  only 
for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  fubmit  to  the  presby- 
terial  government,  and  none  other;  that  liberty 
of  confcience  fliall  not  extend  to  fuch  who  (hall 
print,  preach,^  or  publifli,  contrary  to  the  firft  fif- 
teen articles  of  the  thirty-^nine,  except  the  eight 
relating  to  the  three  creeds.,  That  nothing  in 
this  ordinance  (hail  extend  to  popifh  recufants.— 
They  agreed  further,  that  fuch  tender  confci- 
ences  ftiould  be  freed,  by  way  of  indulgence,  from 
the  ftatute  for  the  presbyterran  government,  for 
their  non- conformity,  who  dp  meet  in  forae  other 
congregation  for  the  wprlhip  of  God.  on  the  Lord's 
day,  and  do  nothing  againft  the  laws  and  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  none  elfe  fhall 
Be  freed  from  the  penalty  of  the  ftatute. 

They  voted,  that  the  indulgence  granted  to 
tender  confciences  ihould  not  extend  to  tolerate 
the  ufe  of  the  common  prayer  in  any  part  of 
the  kingdom.  This  was  againft  the  fentiments  of 
the  army,  who  w'ere  for  a  general  toleration,  and 
had  declared,  that  matters  of  religion,  and  the 
ways  of  God's  worftiip,  are  not  intrufted  to  us  by 
any  human  power,  becaufe  therein  we  cannot  omit  or 
exceed  a  tittle  of  what  our  confciences  diftate  to 
be  the  mind  of  God,  without  wilful  fin :  never- 
thelefs,  the  public  way  of  inftrufting  the  nation, 
fo  that  it  be  not  compiilfive,  is  left  to  their  dif- 
cretion. 

It  is  nrmifeft  that  the  army  would  have  cafily 
come  to  an  accommodation,  provided  the  presby* 
terians  would  have  made  any  abatement    in    the 
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rfgour  of  their  difcipline.  The  parliament  took 
no  proper  fteps  to  fatisfy  the  armyr  but  proceeded 
to  refolutions  which  breathed  more  intolerance 
and '  perfecution  than  accommodation^  aad  agree-: 
ment,  ^  The  two  houfes  agreed  to  fome  new  pro- 
pofitions ; — Agajnft  innovations  in  religion, — For. 
a  iiew  oath  for  the  convidlion  of  papifts, — 'For 
the  education  of  the  children  of  papifts  in  the 
proteftHni:  religion,— ^And  laftly,  againft  pluralities; 
The  parliament  fent  comraillioners  to  the  King, 
in  the  iflc  of  Wjght,  with  foqr  bills  for  him  to. 
fign,  which,  if  he  refufed,  they  were  determined 
to  fettle  the  nation  without  him,  and  leave  hic^ 
to  t^ke  his  own  way.  What  pertained  to  religion 
in  thfcfe  bills,  was,  that  presbyterian  church  go* 
verninent  ftiould  be  eftabliftied,  prelacy  totally  ^t 
boliihed^  fecSaries  extirpated,  and  all  the  future 
proceedings  of  King  and  parliament  to  be  regUf 
lated  by  the  covenanted  uniformity.  Cbarjes,  in- 
ftead  of  fignihg  the  parliament's  t)ills,  infifted  up-r 
on  a  perfonal  treaty,  which  he  could  not'  rea- 
fonably  expe&,  feeing  he  had  fo  lately  made  his 
efcape  out  of  their  hands,  and  now  refufqd  to 
comply  with  \^hat  was  neceflary  to  make  way  for 
what  he  now  requcfted.  The  King  had  a  pro- 
jeft  in  his  head,  which,,  like  all  the  reft  of  his 
fchemes,  was  chimerical,  and  irrational;  he  in-r 
tended  to  giye  himfclf  up  into  the  hands  of  the 
Scots,  whom  he  knew  were  offended  at  the  parr 
Ijament,  becaufe  they  would  not  proceed  fo.  far 
ip  the  covenanted  uniformity  as  they  defircd.  A 
treaty  w^s  begun  between  Charle?  and  the  Scots 
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before  he  left  Hampton  Court,  and  was  figned 
three  days  after  he  refufed  the  parliament's  bilk. 
This  treaty  was  the  foundation  of  the  King's  ruin, 
for  when  the  contents  of  it  cdme  to  be  known,  it 
fliewed  the  infincerity  of  his  Majcfty's  conduft, 
and  that  it  was  no  longer  fafe  to  trufl  him.  The 
King,  contrary  to  his  real  fentiments,  gave  a  fa- 
vourable teftipiony  to  the  folemn  league  and  cove- 
nant, and  to  the  good  intentions  of  thdfe  who 
had  entered  into  it.  He  obliges  himfelf  in  the 
treaty  to  confirm  the  covenant  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, as  foon  as  he  can  do  it  with  honour  and 
freedom,  in  both  kingdoms;  with  a  provifion, 
that  none  who  were  unwilling  {hould  be  obliged 
to  take  it  for  the  future.  He  engages  further, 
to  confirm  by  aft  of  parliament,  the  presbyterian 
government  in  England,  the  direftory  for  wor- 
fliip,  and  the  affembly  of  divine?  for  three  years 
only,  with  liberty  for  himfetf  and  his  houfliold 
to  ufe  that  form  of  divine  fervice  they  had  formerly 
praftited,  and  that  for  three  years  there  fhould 
be  a  confultation  with  the  affembly  of  divines,  to 
whom  twenty,  of  the  King's  nomination,  fliould 
be  added,  and  fome  from  the  Church  of  Scotland 
to  determine  what  form  of  church  government 
fliould  be  afterwards  cftabliflied.  Jn  conclufion, 
it  was  agreed, — That  an  effeftual  courfe  fliall  be 
taken  to  fupprefs  the  opinions  of  the  anti-trinita- 
rians,  arians,  focinians,  arminians,  independents, 
brownifl:s,antinomians,  anabaptifts,  feparatifts,  feekers ; 
and,  in  general,  all  blafphemy,  herefy,  fchifra,  and 
other  doftrincs,  contrary  to   the  known  principled 
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of  chriftianity,  whether  concerning  faith,  woifliip, 
converfation,  or  the  power  of  godlineft,  or  which 
may  be  deftrufiive  to  order  and  governracnt,  or 
to  the  peace  of  the  church  and  kingdom. 

The^  Scots  in  return  engaged  to  raife  an  army 
to  deliver  his  Majefty  out  of  captivity,  to  affert 
his  right  to  the  militia,  and  the  great  feal,  the  * 
negative  voice  in  parliament;  and,  in  a  word,  to 
reftore  him  to  his  throne  with  honour  and  free- 
dom. This  was  the  occafion  of  another  civil  war, 
"which  ended  in  the  ruin  of  the  King  and  the 
conftitution,  and  brought  many  calamities  upon  the 
nation.  At  the  feme  time  that  the  King  was  treating 
with  the  Scots,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  Englifh  parlia^ 
ment,  direfted  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
defiring  that  the  following  conceiEons  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Comtaldns.  "  For  abolifliing  cpifcopacy ; 
•^  namely,  the  government  of  the  church  by  Arch- 
'*  biihops,  Bifhops,  &:c.  His  Majefty  profeffeth  that 
^  he  cannot  confent  to  it  cither  as  a  chriftian  or . 
^^  as  a  King:  for  the  firft,  becaufe  he  is  fatisficd 
"  in  his  judgment  that  this  order  was  placed  in 
^*  the  church  by  the  apoftles  thcmfclves,  and  ever 
"  fince  their  time  has  continued  in  all  chrit 
'*  tian  churches  throughput  the  world,  till  this 
**  laft  century ;  and  in  this  church,  in  all  times 
"  of  change  and  reformation  it  has  been  upheld 
**  by  the  wifdom  of  his  anccftors,  as  the  great 
^*  preferver  of  doftrine,  di'fcipline,  and  order  in 
<*  the  fervice  of  God:  as  a  King,  at  his  coro- 
^*  nation,  he  not'  only  fwore  to  maintain  this  or*- 
^  der,  hut  his  Majefty  and  his  predeceffors, 
"in  their  confirmations  of  the  great  charter,  have 
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"  mfeparably  woven  the  rights  of  the  church  into 
"  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft.  Yet  he  is  willing 
'^  that  it  be  proyidcd,  that  particular  Bifhops  per- 
^^  form  the  fevcral  duties  of  their  callings,  both 
**  by  their  perfonal  refidence,  and  frequent  preach- 
*^  ing;  that  in  their  perfonal  exercife,  no  aft  of 
"jurifdiftion  or  ordination  be  without  confent  of 
^^  their  presbyters;  and  will  confent,  that  in  all 
^'  things  their  power  be  fo  limited,  that  they  may 
**  not  be  grievous  to  tender  confcien^res:  his  Ma- 
"jey  fees  no  reafon  why  he  alone,  and  thofc  of 
^'  his  judgment,  Ihould  be  prefled  to  a  violation 
^*of  theirs.'*  The  King  likewifc  agreed,  that  the 
presbytertan  church  goverj^ment  fhould  continue 
for  three  years,  pi^ovided  he  and  his  family,  and 
others,,  who  could  not  in  confcience  fubmit  to  the 
presbyterian  difcipline,  fhould  have  liberty  to  prac* 
tiee  their  own  fojm  of  religion. 

It  does  not  appear  very  confiflent  with  the 
principles  of  truth  and  integrity  for  Charles  to 
treat  with  two  parties  at  the  fame  fime,  upon 
points  which  equally,  concerned  both,  without  in- 
forming each,  of  the  other's  defign;  nor  does  it 
appear  very  candid  in  the  Septs  nation  to  engage 
to  raife  an  army  for  the  King  ag^inft  the  £ng- 
liih  parliament,  without  fome  very  important  rea*^ 
fon.  Religion  was  the  pretence  of  all  parties, 
but  it  will  appear  flrange  to  all  difpaffionate  per-, 
fons,  that  pious  and  religious  men  fhould  have 
thought  it  confident  with  the  gofpel  to  propa- 
gate chriftianity  with  the  carnal  weapons  of  fire 
and  fword.    The  views  of  contending  parties  ^t 
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this  time  \yere  all  very  different,  and  it  is  eafy 
to  perceive  that  they  could  not  readily  agree. 
The  King  pretended  that  his  confcieBce  would  not 
fuffer  him  to  give  up  epifcopacy;  the  Scots  and 
Engh'fli  presbyterians  infilled  upon  their  covenant, 
and  the  army  were  engaged  not  to*  agree  withouc 
a  toleration.  Both  the  King  and  parliament  might 
have  been  fafe,  provided  they  would  have  agreed 
to  a  toleration  of  thofe  who  could  not  confent 
to  either  the  epifcopalian,  or  the  presbyterian  dif- 
cipline.  It  was  a  demand  which  was  very  juft 
and  equitable,  that  thofe  fliould  be'  tolerated  who 
were  aiking  no  other  advantage,  and  who  were 
difpofed  to  live  peaceably  without  difturbing  the 
government.  If  the  King  and  parliament  after- 
wards fuffered  at  the  hands  of  the  army,  they 
had  none  to  blame  but  themfelves^  who  were  the 
firfl:  to  teach  them  to  invade  the  rights  of  man- 
kind. What  the  army  requefted  was  what  they 
had  a  natural  right  to  expeft;  and  when  they 
found  they  were  to  be  deprived  thereof,  by  men 
who  profeffed  no  mercy  to  thofe  who  would  not 
fubffribe  to  their  meafures,  it  was  no  more  than 
felf  defence  lo  deprive  thofe  of  power  who  in- 
tended to  ufe  it  fpr  their  deftruftion.  They 
would  have  been  worfe  than  fools  to  have  given 
the  fwbrd  out  of  their  hands  to  thofe  who  pub- 
Jicly  profeffed  that  they  would  ufe  it  againft 
them .  as  foon  as  they  were  in  poffeflion  of  it. 
The  army  had,  in  vain,  tried  both  King  and  par- 
liament, and  fignified  their  defires  to  both,  which 
were  both  reafonable  and  nccefiary ;  but  they  found 

them 
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them  both  afting  upon  the  fame  principle,  though 
in  a  different  manner.  Seftaries  had  nothing  to 
cxpe6i  from,  either,  except  extirpation;  arid  tole- 
ration was  what  neither  of  them  would  allow. 
The  officers  in  the  army  were  therefore  driven 
to  the  courfe  they  took,  for  their  own  fafety  and 
prefervation. 

The  parliament  and  the  army  agreed  in  the 
refolution  of  not  addreffing  the  King,  and  the 
army  alfo  agreed  to  (land  by  the  parliament  in 
fettling  the  nation  without  the  King,  but  this  a- 
greement  did  not  long  continue;  the  principles  of 
the  two  parties  were  different,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  expefted  that  their  agreement  would  be  lafting. 
There  were  ftill  a  great  number  of  presbyterians 
in  the  parliament,  who,  though  they  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  meafures  of  the  King,  were  yet 
very   unwilling  to  allow  a  toleration   to  feftaries, 

of  which  the  army  was  chiefly  compofed. 

.  This  year  an  ordinance  was  paffed  for  abolifli- 
ing  the  ohfervation  of  faints  days,  and  the  three 
great  feftivals  of  Chriftmas,  Eafler,  and  Whitfun- 
tide;  this  created  great  noife,  and  was  the  occa- 
fion  of  much  difturbance  among  the  people ;  thofe 
who  were  inclined  to  epifcopacy,  reckoned  it  im- 
pious and  irreligious  to  abojifli  holidays,  intended 
to  keep  up  the  memory  of  fuch  important  fafts, 
as  the  birth  and  death  bf  Chrift,  and  the  defcent 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  King  attempted  to  de- 
fend the  feftival  of  Eafter,  and  affirmed,  that  it 
was  as  well  authenticated  from  the  New  Tefla- 
ment  as  the  fabbath;  becaufe^  he  alledged^  that  it 
9  was 
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was  no  where  in  the  New  Teflament  declared, 
that  the  Jewiih  fabbath  was  abolifbed.  They  might, 
he  faid,  as  well  abolifh  the  Sunday,  which  was 
not  ex^refsly  commanded  by  any  pofitire  precept 
in  the  writings  of  the  evangelifts  and  apolUes,  as 
Eafter,  feeing  both  depended  upon  the  auihority 
of  the  church.  Sir  James  Harrington  anfwered 
his  Majefty,  wherein  he  denies  that  the  altera-^ 
tion  of  the  fabbath  was  from  the  authority  of  the 
church,  but  derives  it  from  the  auchority  of  Chriit 
and  his  apodles  in  the  New  Teftament*  He  ad*- 
ipits  that  if  there  was  fuch)  mention  made.  o£ 
Eaftcr,  as  there  is  of  the  fabbath,  it  would  be- 
,  of  divine  or  apoftolical  authority:  bilt  the  cafe, 
he  apprehended,  was  difFer^ent,  and:  that  the  iab- 
bath-day  and  lifter  (land  upon  a  very  diffelrent 
footing. 

As  foon  as  the  war  was  thought  to  .bq  at  an 
end,  many  of  the  ntiQifters  who  had  attended  the 
army  returned  home,,  and  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  livings  they  bad  for^nerly  poffeffed,  which 
were  now  fcqiieftei:ed,  to  the  prejudice  of  thofe 
whcHn  the  parliament  had  put  in  their  places ; 
they  petitioned  the  King,  while  he  was  with  the 
army,  and  in  ^  ftate  of  honour  and  dignity,  to 
take  their  diftreffed  conditipn  into  his  ferious  con- 
fideration^  Upon  this  his  Majefty  recommended 
them  to  the  Ge.9.ejral,  at  the  time  when  the  par- 
liament an4  army  were  at  variaace;  from  whence 
it  happened*  that  th^  clergy  in  the  King's  inte- 
reft  n^x  with  fome  favour,,  and  became  very 
troublefQme  to  the  .ww  incumbqws.  But  the 
-  K  k  pres* 
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prcsbyteriaiiSy  after  the  army  and  parliament  were 
united,  made  their  addrefs  to  the  General,  com-^ 
plaining,  that  divers  delinquent  miniders,  who  had 
been  put  out  of  their  livings,  did  now  trouble 
.  and  feek  to  turn  out  thofe  miniftcrs  whom  the 
parliament  had  put  in ;  and  particularly,  that  Dr 
Layficld,  by  a  counterfeit  warrant  from  the  Ge- 
neral, had  endeavoured  to  remove  a  minifter  from 
his  living  in  Surrey,  The  General  and  his  coun- 
cil of  officers,  declared  their  diflikc  of  thofe  pro- 
cecdings,  and  promifed  to  write,  to  the  parlia- 
ment, that  fuch  offenders  might  be  puni(hed, 
which  he  accoidingly  did.  The  Lords  and  G)m- 
;  mons  acquainted  the  General  that  they  would, 
take  care  for  the  punifhment  of  thofe  delinquent 
minifters  and  others,  by  whofe  practices,  miniftersy' 
put  in  by  the  parliament^  had  been  turned  out 
of  their  livings, 

l^'he  parliament  pafTed  an  ordinance  againfl: 
thofe  clergymen  who  had  lately  returned  back 
to  their  livings,  which  were  now  in  the  polTeffioQ 
of  minifters  appointed  by  the  two  houfes.  Several 
clergymen,  who  were  in  the  King's  intereft,  had 
followed'  the  army;  but  after  his  forces  wer^  dif- 
perfed,  they  returned  back  to  their  refpcftivc 
places,  and  gave  great  trouble  to  thofe  minifters 
who  were  fettled  by  the  parliament.  This  occa- 
fioned  the  paffing  of  this  ordinance,  which  had 
this  penalty  annexed  to  it,  that  fuch  as  had  been 
fcqueftered  by  the  parliament,  and  returned  back 
to  their  livings,  where  others  were  placed,  Ihould 
be  imprifoned  for  one  month.  This  has  the  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  of  fercrity,  but  conCderiDg  the  charafter 
and  temper  of  thofe  men,  it  will  not  appear 
ftrange  that  they  were  thus  dealt  with.  They 
had  been  guilty  of  carrying  on  a  violent  perfc- 
cution  againft  thofe  who  now.  had /the  power  ia 
their  hands,  and  were  at  prefent  trampling  upon 
their  authority;  it  is  not  therefore  marvellous, 
that  tb^y  ihould  meet  with  fuch  a  return  of  their 
fornaer  feverities  by  thofe  who  bad  it  now  in  their 
power  to  rcp^y  them.  It  was  no  doubt  inconfift- 
eqt  with  the  genius  of  true  religion  for  thofe 
who  profgffed  to  reform,  piaqjcind*  to  praftifc 
fuch  carnal  weapons, .  b\it  It  wa^  the  difcafe  of  th^ 
time§,  and  the   temper  of    the    people. 

The  univerfity  qf  Oxford  was  at  this  time  in 
a  wretched  fitqation;  by  fuppl]^ing  the  King  with 
money,  they  b^d  melted  their  plate,  aqd  ruined 
all  the  college?*  The  mafters  and  {choUrs  ^yere 
all  generally  great  roy^ifts,  who  had  atufed  the 
parliament  in  their  weekly  Bew?-paper  in  a  very 
icurrilous  manner, .  and  treated  thejr  diviiics  with 
fhe  utmqft  contempt.  It  was  now  rcfolved  to 
put  the  education  of  youth  into  other  hands,  by 
providing  the  univerfity  with  npw  mafters.  To 
prepare  the  way  for  this  defign  the  parliament- 
fent  forae  of  their  mofl:  popular  divines  to  Ox-. 
ford,  with  aqtboriry  .  to  preach  in  all  tbe  pulpits 
in  the  univerfity  for  fix  months,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  foften  the  ruffled  tempers  of  the  people. 
The  matters  and  fcholars  treated  them  with  great 
contempt,   and  faid,    their  fermons  wc^e  tedious, 
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dull,  and  illiterate;  their  prayers  Idng,  languid^ 
and  infipid;  that  their  zeal  for  the  King  wa$ 
very  cool  and  indifferent.  The  friends  of  tht>fe 
divines  affirmed,  that  they  wei-e  learned,  pious, 
and  godly,  diligent  in  the  praftice  <A  their  diit^i 
and  worthy,  honeft  men ;  that  thdfo  who  cenfured 
them  never  heard  them,  and  could  tiot  be  judgfe^ 
of  their  difcourfes;  When  the  pdttipers  of  par- 
tizans  arc  heated  by  paffion,  ant!'  Warped  by  pfe- 
judice,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  jpft  bounds  id  ei-» 
ther  cenfure  or  commendation.  Friends  arc  often 
ready  to  commend  to  cxcefs,  as  well  as  enemies 
are  ready  to  blatiic  beyond  the  linu'ts  of  triith. 
The  accounts  of  both  fides  are  therefor^  to  bs 
received  with  great  caution,  and 'aflowanccs  made 
ltft'ik\t\x  different  prejudices.    "     .  .       ' 

'  Duririg  the  time  that  thefe  divines  'remaineiJ 
ii  Oxford,  they  held  a  weekly  conference,  iii 
which  they  propbfed  to  anfwdr  fuch  objeftions  in 
fliould  be  made  to  the  coijfeffion  o^  faith,'  Mi. 
new  form  of  difdpline.  The  matter  to  be  dif- 
puted  was  to  be  propofed  a  week  before,  atld  to 
be  refolved  the  week  after;  this  method  was  6b- 
ferved  and  thofe  divines  proceeded  With  great  de- 
cency through,  the  whole  difpiitations*  They  be- 
gan and  concluded  always  with  prayer,  and  (hewed 
In  ^ their  whole  behaviour  in  thofe  proceedings  a 
fpecial  regard  to  religion,  and  their  own  charaflers. 
This  Affembly  was  called  by  the  Oxford  fcholars, 
by  way  of  ridicule,  the  fcruplc  fhop.  Multitudes 
^ffembled  on  thofe  ckfcafions,  attid  fdme  tlrere  per- 
iuaded  to  renounce  the  Oxford  oath,  and  fwear 

the 
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the  foleitott  league  and  covettant :  ih€  zM  df  the 
covenanters  for  uniformity  in  their  way,  wdS  at- 
tended with  a  great  appearance  of  piety^  and  out- 
ward refpcft  to  religion,  which,  with  feriioRas  peo- 
ple, oftentimes  has  more  weight  than  the  raerid 
or  morality  of  a  caufe.  Among  fuch  as  ai^e  not 
given  tb  enquiry,  and  ^hofe  taiiids  hav^a  cer=^ 
tain  caft  of  piety  in  their  teadihg  diCJidfitiajlSj  thd 
QUtWaid  behariotrr  of  Pleading  meii  engbg^  ihem 
ittorie  readily  to  erfibaVk  with  them  ia  theif-  caufc, 
than  the  light  bf  truth,  6t  the  fdrce  o?argument# 
The  fpirlt  of  frefe  en^iry  •  has  always  been  but 
the  attainiAeibt  6F  a'feWj  for  the  batural  ibdolence 
of  nl^tikisd  has  dwa^s  Hindered  the  ^generality 
from  taking  the  trduble  to  examine-  their  owa 
prihc^lesl ;  It  is  riiore  eafy  to  take  a-  nttiter  upon 
ttuft,  frdW'  the  hand*  of  thbfe  they  ira^gint*  they 
can  Gb^ftde^  ib,  and  whom  they  all(W  to  be  bet- 
ter judges  than  thcmfelies.  This  faVes  Jndolent 
perfdns  i 'great  deal  of  ti-^ble^  aiid  fuffers  thetii 
fd  reft  at  eafe,  without  giving  themfdves  iny 
concert!  about  fhturfe  contihgehcles. 

The  parliament's  diyine?  returned  home  with 
grievotis  complaiiits  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
and  tompared  themfelyes  and  the  Oxford  fcholairs 
to  the  apoftle  and  ihfe  philolbphers'^t  Athtns,-^*-- 
where  fome  mocked,  otbet"s  defpifed  thetn,  atid 
certain  hcKeved  )^hd  cfeared  td  them*  It  wis  at 
Jaft  agreed,  to  naake  a  vifitation  of  this  uiiiVerfity, 
and  a  number  of  gentlemen,  lawyers,*  and.'divinesj 
^ere  appointed  for  th^t  fervice. 

Thefe  vifitors  had  very  actenfive  atithbritjr  givcii 

them;. 
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them;  but  in  tafc  that  any  perfon  thought  him- 
fcif  injured  by  their  determinations, .  there  was  li- 
berty of  appeal  from  the  vifitors  to  the  parliament. 
Two  of  the  principal  objcAs  of  this  vifitation 
veere^  to  enquire  who  had  and  who  bad  npt  ta- 
kep  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  and  the  ne- 
gative oath,  and  whether  the  uniyerGty  had  ta- 
ken any  oaths  which  were  not  fit  to  be  taken. 

Before  this  vifitation  happened,  Dr  Fell,  Vice 
Chancellor,  <;alle4  a  fonyocation  of  the  heads  of 
the  uqiverfity,  where  it  was  agrped,  th^t  they 
fhould  not  fubmit  to  the  parliament's  yii^tors;  and 
Dr  Sanderfon  pubjifhed  reafoi^s  againft  the  folemn, 
league  and  covenant,  the  negapv?  path^  and .  the 
direftory  for  worfliip,  which  be  orderejd  to  be 
printed,  in  both  Latin  apd  Englifh,;  before  the 
parliament's  vifitors  came  dowp. .  TTbj?  per^ 
formance.  was  entitled,  Reafons  of  the  pref^t 
judgment  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  concerning  , 
the  (blemn  league  and  covenant,  the  negative  oath, 
and  the.  prdinapces  cppcerping  difcipline,  and  wor« 
fljip;  approved  by  general  copfent  in  a  full  con^ 
Topation.    .  , 

This  bopk  contained  all-  their,  reafops  againft 
the  covenant.  TJie  univcrfjty  affirmed  that  an 
oath  ought  to  be  free  and  not  impofed.-7-That 
they  could  not  fwear  to  the  religion  of  Scotland, 
of  which,  they  had  but  little  undcrftanding.~That 
they  were  offended  to  fee  prelacy  often  rank- 
ed with  popery. — That  the  covenant*  rcflrained 
them  within  too  narrow  bounds.-— That  it  obliged  * 
|)\p  fop  to.accufe  the  father  if  he  was  accounted 
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a  maUgnatit.-— That  jnftead  of  making  peace^  it 
was  the  occafion  of  much  difturbancc.-— That  they 
could  not  agree  that  xhe  caufc  of  joining  in  the 
late  war  was  the  caufe  of  religion,  liberty^  and 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  King's  honour.-— 
That  they  did  not  fee  any  anti-chriflian  yoke 
the  nation  was  under,  and  therefore  could  not 
pray  for  fucli  deliverance  as  the  covenant  en« 
joined.  They  next  proceeded  to  fliew  the  doubt- 
ful expreilions  and  contradictions  in  the  covenant; 
fuch  as  the  commou  enemies  of  religion,-— The 
bcfl  reformed  churches, — ^Malignants,— The  pre- 
fervatjon  of  the  King's  Majefty  m  the  defence 
of  triie  religion.  They  then  ponfidered  the 
falvos  which  were  made  ufe  of  to  perfuade  mea 
to  take  the  covenant.  On  this  head  they  fay 
many  pertinent  things,  and  offer  feveral  ju(t  ob« 
jeClions  againil  the  -  covenant. 

The  reafons  for  taking  and  refufing  the  cove- 
nant were  agitated  with  great  acrimony  on  both 
fides;  the  objeftions  againft  taking  this  oath  were 
founded  upon  principles  as  unlawful  in  themfelves 
as  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  parliament  and 
presbyterians  for  impofing  it.  The  royalifts, 
though  they  refufed .  to  take  the  covenaar,  were 
as  violent  for  impoficions  as  tht  covenanters;  they 
had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  a  pra^ice  whidi 
they  themfelves  had '  long  ufed.  In  former  and 
in  the  prefent  reigfi,  the  heads  of  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford  were  vwy? zealous  for  impofing  di\  the 
articles  of  the  hierarchy '  upon  all  within  the  ex-? . 
lent  of  their  jurifdlCdoB ]  and  their-  rcfufifig  to- 
re- 


fcc^iijt  the  folemn  league  tod  covenant,  was  not 
becaufe  it  was  fioful,  but  beca^fe  it  excluded 
their  own  power  to  iaipofe  .a  yoke  of  flavery  up- 
on others. 

The  yilitatioa  went  on,  and  tho  oppofitioa  to 
it  encrealed;  the  maflers  and.  fcholars  behaved 
with  great  rudenefs  to  the.  yifitora;  when  they 
were  whoHy  in  their  power  they  behaved  as  if 
they  had  been  their  mafters  and  fuperiors.  This 
bluftering  behaviour  of  the  heads  of  the  univer* 
ficy^t  had  not  fufficient  energy  to  refiO:  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  vifitors  enforced  by  the  autho- 
rity pf  the  parliament;  A  file  of  muiketeers 
were  able  to  maintain  an  argument  with  more 
efficacy  than  all  the  logic  of  the  univeriity. 

Doctor  Fell,  and  all  th^  old  ,  maftersi  were 
turned  out,  and  new  opes  placed  in  their  room. 
Mr  Reynolds  was  made  Vice  Chancellor;  Mr 
Corbet,  Orator;  Mei&s  Butfoi  and  Crofs  Were 
declared  Proftors ;  Mef&s  Chambers,  Callicot,  and 
Harris,  were  made  Doftors  in  Divinity ;  Mr  Pal- 
mer^ Do^or  of  Phyfic ;  and  Meffrs  Langley,  Cor- 
nilli,  and  Cbeynel^  Bachelors  of  Divinity.  The 
Earl  of  Camarvan,  the  ChSncellors  two  fons, 
and  ieveral  other  Gentlemen .  were  created  Mailers 
of  Arts. 

The  vifitors  confidering  the  oppofition  that  they 
met  with,  behaved  with  great  temper  and  mode-^ 
ration  tp  thofe  members  who  oppofed  them;  for 
though  they  bad  power  by .  an  ordiqance  of  parlia- 
ment to  imprifon  fuch  as  would  not  comply,  they 
did  not  proceed  the  length  of  their  coinmiffion. 

Every 
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Every  aft  of  clemency  and  moderarion  dcferves  ro 
be  recorded  with  a  mark  of  approbation,  and  thofc 
good  deeds  which  partizans  perform,  though  they 
may  be  mingled  with  other  afts  of  tyranny  and 
injuftice,  ought  not  to  be  paffed  over  in  hiftory. 

The  hiftory  of  this  year  exhibits  a  very 
tragical  fcene :  the  uncharitable  difputes  ^ 
concerning  religion,  occafioned  a  new  civil  war, 
when  the  fubjefts  murdered  one  another,  and  fil- 
led the  nation  with  bloodflaed  and  civjl  difcbrd. 
This  controverfy  wrought  gradually,  till  it  threw 
the  ftate  into  convulfions,  and  iffued  in  the  ruin 
of  the  conftitution,   and  the  death  of  the  King. 

Charles  had  lately  made  an  agreement  with  the 
Scots,  and  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  raifcd  an  army 
to  refcue  his  Majefty  from  his  confinement.  The 
cavaliers  in  England  joined  the  Scots,  and  every 
meafure  which  the  royalifts  could  dcvife  was  pur- 
fued  to  promote  the  caufe  of  the  King,  The 
Scots  were  led  into  this  expedition  hy  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Duke 'of  Hamilion  and  his  party, 
but  all  the  covenanters  were  againft  it.  Eighteen^ 
Lords  and  forty  Commoners  entered  tKeir  proteft, 
and  the  com.miffioners  of  the  kirk,  and  the  body, 
of  the  Scots  clergy  were  againft  this  expedition. 
After  this  army  was  raifed,  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  gave  exprcfs  orders  that  none  fliould  be  . 
admitted  into  their  army  except  fuch'  as  had  ta- 
ken the  covenant;  but  Hamilton  endeavoured  to 
evade  this  order,  and  thereby  both  ruined  him-  ^ 
Telf,  and  all  his  friends.  The  Scots  entered  Eng- 
land, and  the  royalifts   were  received  into  their 
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army.  This  alarmed  the  parliament  of  England, 
and  created  a  ji^aloufy  between  the  two  houfcs 
and  the  Scots  parliament.  The  Englifh  presby- 
terians  wiflied  well  to  the  Scots,  but  they  could 
not  devife  a  reafon  for  their  joining  with  the 
royalifts,  who  were  all  enemies  to  the  covenant. 
The  army  in  England  promifed  to  ftand  by  the 
parliament;  but  Fairfax,  their  General,  would 
not  aft  againft  the  Scots,  becaufc  they  had  de- 
'  dared  for  the  covenant.  Cromwel  was  poffeffed 
with  none  of  thofe  fcmples :  hie  attacked  the  Scots 
near  Preflon^  in  Lancafhire;  and,  after  a  fharp 
engagement,  routed  them,  and  took  eight  thou- 
fand  prifoners.  In  this  battle,  he  nearly  took  as 
many  prifoners  as  the  number  of  his  whole  army. 
Hamilton  fled,  but  was  purfued  and  taken  by 
Colonel  Lambert.  Crbmwcl  purfued  his  advan- 
tage, and  marched  direftly  to  Edinburgh  j  he  was 
received  without  oppofition,  and  having  changed 
the  magiftracy,  and  fettled  the  government  to  his 
mind,  he  left  three  regiments  to  keep  the  coun- 
try in  quidt,  and  returned  to  England.  He  was 
received  with  great  marks  of  efteem  and  applaufe, 
and  his  name  became  famous  over  the  whole 
ifland.  After  the  army  had  left  the  neighbour- 
hood of  London,  the  presbyterians  took  upon 
them  the  management  of  all  public  afiairs.  The 
parliament  refolved  to  maintain  the  fblemn  league 
and  covenant,  and  to  unite  with  the  Scots  upon 
the  propofals  made  at  Hampton  Court.  The 
militia  of  London  was  reftored  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Common  Council:  the  eleven  im- 
peached 
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peached  members,  and  the  fevcn  Peers  were  fet 
at  liberty;  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  array,  laft  year,  was  reyerfed.  The 
Presbyterians  proceeded  too  faft  in  .  their  .  altera- 
tions, and  went  on  fo  rapidly,  that  it  was  QPt 
poffible  they  could  cpntinue  in  their  courfc,  with- 
out meeting  with  interruption.  Petitions  came  thick 
fjrom  the  counties,  and  from  London  itfelf,  for 
a  perfonal  treaty  with  the  King,  The  Commons 
confented,  at  the  requeft  of  thq  Lords,  to  treat 
with  his  Majefty,  without  requiring  him  to  figxi 
any  preliminaries,  expefting  that  now  the .  King 
would  fee  the  ncceflity  of  fettling  matters  fpeedily, 
and  grant  their  requeft,  on  purpofe  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  confinement,  and  to  be  reftored  to 
his  government,.  The  King  was  now  the  prize 
which  all  the  partizans  wanted  to  have  in  their 
cuftody :  Charles  was  feniible  of  hjs  own  ]m«- 
portance,  and  over^-rated  it  to  his  own  ruin^ 
The  agitatqrs  in  the  army  hat^d  the  royalifts, 
becaufe  they  knew  that  they  intended  their  ruin; 
and  they  durft  not  truft  the  jpresbyterians,  who 
yirerc  ready  to  facrifice  them  to  their  covenanted 
uniformity.  This  determined  the  leaders  of  the 
army,  who  wanted  to  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience* 
to  provide  for  themfelves,  and  purfue  me^fures, 
which^  in  the  iiTue  ruined  the  conftitution.  If 
the  cavaliers  had  prevailed,  the  army  knew  they 
would  be  ruined;  and  if  the  presbyterians  pre-. 
vailed,  they  underftood  fhey  would  have  no  tqler 
ratioq.  It  was  then  no  wonder  that  they  pro- 
vidc4  for  their  own  fafety  in    the   manner  they 
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did.  In  thofc  times  charity  was  not  a  principle 
which  prevailed  much  anlong  parties;  whoever 
could  obtain  the  poffeffion  of  power,  would  grant 
no  indulgence . to  others;  fo  the  preferment  of 
one  fide  was  fure  to  ruin  all  the  reft.  Men  had 
not  then  learned  the  dofirine  of  humanity  and 
benevolence,  nor  were  they  remarkable  for 
praftifmg  forbearance  when  they  differed  from  one 
another  in  opinion.  '  . 

The  affembly  of  divines  was  by  this  time  re- 
duced  to  a  fmall  number;  the  minifters  from  the 
country  went  home  to  their  refpeftive  places  of 
refidence,  aqd  thofe  in  and  about  London  were 
chiefly  employed  in  trying  and  examining  mini- 
fters,  which  were  prefented  to  them  for  or- 
dination. They  had  now  fat  near, fix  years,  and 
had  finifhed  ihe  bufinefs  which  had  been  afligned 
them.  They  had  finifhcd  the  direftory  for 
public  worfhip,  the  coufeffion  of  faith,  and  the 
larger  and  fhorter  catechifms:  they  bad  likewifc 
compleatcd  their  review  of  the  thirty-nine  articles, 
but  the  annotations  which  go  under  their  name, 
were  not  undertaken  by  them,  but  by  a  commit* 
tee  of  parliament,  who  named  and  appointed  the 
commentators,  and  fupplied  them  with  books. 
Many  of  thofe  commentators  were  not  members 
of  this  affembly,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  hiftories 
of  thofe  times,  but  the  book  went  under  their 
name  becaufe  the  greateft  humber  of  thofe  con* 
cerned^wpre  members  of  that  affembly. 

The  management  of  presbyterian  difcipline  v?as 
now  committed  to  particular  clafles^  and  provincial 
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affcmblies,  who  met  when  it  was  convenient,  to 
execute  bufinefs,  and  to  fupport  that  form  of  go- 
vernment which  the  affembly  had  agreed  upon. 
Xhofe  aflemblies  in  and  about  London  met  every 
half  year,  but  their  authority  fell  into  difrepute, 
and  then  they  difcontinued  their  meetings. 

The  parliament  being  now  again  fupplied  with 
many  •  presbytcrian  members,  who  had  abfented 
when  the  array  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city,  they  proceeded  to  their  .  old  fchemes  of 
tyranny  and  intolerance.  An  ordinance  againft 
blafpjbemy*  and  herefy  was  now  pafled;  this  was 
one  of  the  moft  Ihocking  decrees  that  perhaps 
was  ever,  paffed  by  any  affembly  of  profeffed 
chriftians,  and  fbews  what  might  have  been  ex* 
pefted  from  the  presbyterians  if  once  they  had 
received  the  power  into  their  hands.  The  or- 
dinance ordains,  that  all  perfons  who  fhal]  wil- 
lingly maintain,  publilh,  or  defend,  by  preaching 
the  following  herefies  with  obftinacy,  fliall,  upon 
complaint  or-  proof,  by  the  oaths  of  two  witneflcs, 
before  two  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  cohfeflion  of 
the  pvty,  be  committed  to  prifon,  without  bail 
or  mainprize,  till  the  next  jail  delivery;  and  in 
cafe  the  indidment  ihall  then  be  found,  and  the 
party  upon  trial  (hall  not  abjure  his  faid  error, 
and  his  defence  and  maintenance  of  the  fame,  he 
fhall  fuffer  the  pains  of  death,  as  in  cafe  of  fe- 
lony, without  benefit  of  the  clergy;*  and  if  he  recant 
and  abjure,  he  fhall  remain  in  prifon  till  he  find 
lureties  that  he  will  not  maintain  the  faid  errors 
and  herefies  anjr  more :    but  if  he  rdapfe,  and  is 
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convift^d  a  fecond  time,  he  jb^^H  iuffer  death  as 

before.    The  herefies  which  thefe  zjealoua  presj:>y- 

terians  accounted  worthy  of  death  were  the  fol-? 

lowing: 

/^     (i)  That  there  is  no  God.    (2)  That  God  is  qol 

(    omnipotent,  omniprefent,  almighty,  eternal),  and  per- 

\     fcflly  holy.    (3)  That  the  Father  is  not  God,  that 

I     the  Son  is  not  Qpd,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  not  God ; 

1  .  ^r  th^t  thefe  three  are  not  one  eternal  God ;  or  that 

\    Chrift  is  not  equal  with  the  father.   (4)  The  denial 

I    Qf  the  manhood  of  Chrift,  or  that  the  Godhead  an4 

/    jQnanhood  are  diftin6l;    or   that  the;  humanity  of 

-    Cferift  is  pure  and  unfpottcd  of  all  fin.     (5)  Thci 

9iaintainmg  that  Chrift  did  not  die,   nor  rife  Zr, 

gain,  nor  afcend  into  heaven   bodily.     (6)  The 

(Jenyiqg  that   the  death  of  Chrift    is  meritorious 

oa  the  behalf  of  believers;   or  that  Jfefus  Chrift 

is  ihe  Son  of  God.    (7)  The  denying*  that  the 

holy  fcriptures  of  the  old  and  new  teftament  are 

the  word  of  God.     (8)  X^e  denying  the  refur- 

reftion  of  the  dead  aqd  a  futprc  judgment.    This 

ordinance  mentions  fome  other  errors  of  lefs  con- 

fequence,    and  fays,   that  whofoever  iliall  maintaia 

or  defend,    ihall,  uppn   conviaion,  by  the    oaths 

of  two  witneffes,  or  by  his  own  confeffion,  before 

two  Juftices  of  the  peace,  be  ordered  to  renounce 

his  faid  errors  in  the  public  congregation   of  the 

parifti  from  whence  the  complaint  comes,  or  wh^re 

the  offence  was  -committed,  and  in  cafe  of  refufal, 

he  (hall  be  committed  to  prifon  till  he  find  fure- 

ties  that  he  (hall  not    publiftx   or    maintain    the 

feid  error  or  errors  any  more.-^Thc  errors  which 

they 
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they  judged  worthy  of  this  piinifliment  "Wtre  thfc 

.  following: 

(i)  iThat  all  men   fhall  be   faved.      (2)  Thjvt. 
man   by  nature  hath   free  will  to  turn   to  God. 

.  (3)  That  God  rtiay  be  wdrfhipped  in  of  by  pic- 
tures or  images.  (4)  That  the  foul  dies  with 
the  body,  or  after  death  goes  neither  td  hea- 
ven or  hell  but  to  purgatory.  (5)  That  the  foul, 
of  man  fleeps  when  the  body  is  dead.  (6)  That 
the  revelations,  or  workings  .of  the  fpirit,  ate 
a  rule  of  faith  or  chriftiati  life,  though  diverfe 
from  or  contrary  to  the  written  word  of  God* 
(7)  That  man  is  bound  to  believe  no  more  thail 
by   reafon    he    can   comprehend.      (8)  That    the 

.  moral  law,  c6ntained  in  the  ten  commandments, 
is  no  rule  of  chriftjan  life.  (9)  That  a  believer 
need  tiot  repent,  nor  pray  for  pardon  of  fin. 
(10)  That  the  two  facraments  of  baptrfm  and  the 
Lord's  fqppef  are*  not  ordinances  commanded  bjr 
the  word  of  God.  (11)  That  baptifm  of  infahris 
is  unlawful  and  void ;  aud  that  fucb  perfons  ought 
to  be  baptized  again.  (12)  That  the  obfcrVation 
of  the  Lord's  day,  as  injoined  by  the  ordinances 
and  laws  of  this  realm,  is  not  according  to  or  is 
contrary  to  the  word  of  God.  (13)  That  it  is 
"not  lawful  to  join  in  public  or  family  worfliip, 
or  to  teach  children  t6  pray.  (14)  That  the 
churches  of  England  ire  not  true  thurches,  noir 
their  mrniflers  and  ordinances  true  miiiifters  and 
ordinances  j  or  that  the  church  government  by 
presbyters  is  antichriftian  Or  unlawful.  (15)  That 
magillracy  or  the  power  of  the  dtil  *  magiftrate, 

cita- 
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eftabliflied  in  England,  is  unlawful.  (i(5)  That 
all  ufc  of  arms,  though  for  the  public  defence, 
(and  be  the  caufe  never  fo  juft)  is  unlawful. 

All  thefe  errors  and  heVefies  were  collefted  from 
the  writings    of  the   papifts,     arminians,     antino- 
mians,  arians,  baptifts,    and  quakers  of  thofe  times. 
It  will  be  difficult  for  any  fober   perfon  to  read 
fuch  an  ordinance,  without  being  highly  difgufted 
at  the  authors  thereof:    it  is  a  decree  that  every 
humane  presbyterian  muft  fhudder  at,  and  abhor 
in  his  heart.    It  is  fo  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
the  gofpel,    that  it  would  appear  that  the  nature 
and  fpirit  of  Chrift's  kingdom  was  not  underftood 
by  the  presbytcrians  of  thofe  times.    Such  inten- 
tions of  tyranny  defer.ve  to  be  marked  with  the 
higheft   epithets  of  difapprobation.     The  Roman 
catholics,    when  .  they  were   in    poffeffion   of  the 
chief  power  in  the  nation,    never  iflued  a  more 
fanguinary  and  cruel  ordinance.  .  No  apology  can 
be  made  for  fuch  a  barbarous   intention :    to  at* 
tempt  to  apologize  for  fuch  wicked  defigns,  would 
be   to  become   a    partner   in   the    guilt .  thereof. 
There   is  fcarccly  a  presbyterian  in   the    prefent 
age,    who    believes    the    fmalleft    article    of   the 
chriftian  religion,    that  will  approve  of  fuch  in- 
humane   and    barbarous  defigns.      No  other  rea- 
fon    can   be    juftly   given    for    fuch    unchriftian 
ordinances,     than     that     the     authors   did     not 
believe    the    gofpel,     and    meant    to    take    re- 
venge upon  fome  who  had  injured  them  in  the 
preceding  years  of  this  reign.    It  was  no  wonder 
that  the   ferries  in  the  army  took   the  alarm, 

and 


(    273    ) 

and  provided  for  their  own  faFcty,   by  forming 

a  counterplot  to  this   canon  of  iniquity.      They 

faw  what  was  to  be  their  fate,  if  ever  the  pres- 

byterians  bore    rule,  and  they  could  not  well    be 

blamed  for  providing  for  their   own  prefervatioft. 

They    had   now  their  arms   in  their  hands,   and 

found    that   their    fafety   depended   upon  keeping 

them,  till  once  they  had  fufficient  fecurity  for  a 

toleration, 
f 

The  parliament  were  now  at  liberty  to  purfue 
their  fchemes;  the  army  was  'engaged  in  other 
bufinefs,  and  continued  in  the  field;  fo  the  two 
houfes  met  with  no  interruption  from  that  quar- 
ter. The  fettlement  of  presbyterian  church  go- 
vernment became  now  an  objeft  of  their  attention; 
they  read  the  ordinance  for  cftabliftiing  it  for  the 
fecond  time,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Auguft 
it  received  the  fanftion  of  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
itienr,  under  the  title  of  a  form  of  church  go-^ 
vernmentj  to  be  ufed  in  the  churches  of  England 
and  Ireland.  This  orditiancc  of  parliament  was 
diverted  of  the  fanftion  which  the  presbyterians 
intended  to  have  had  annexed  to  it ;  for  the  par- 
liament would  not  proceed  to  all  the  rigours 
which  fome  zealous  members  were  fond  of.  Thi$ 
decree,  in  favour  of  presbytery,  lays  no  penalty 
upon  recufants,  or  fuch  as  do  not  come  to  thq 
facrament,  or  fubmit  to  dieir  difcipline;  it|feen[» 
to  be  little  more  than  a  recommendation  of  the 
direftory,  and  the  fcvefal  branches  of  presbytery 
by  the  authority  of  the  two  houfes  of  the  Eng- 
llfli  parliament. 

Vol.111.  Mm  Thf 
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The  parliament  at  lafl:  agreed  to  treat  with 
the  King  without  any  preliminary  conditions, 
and  fent  the  Earl  of  Middlefex,  Sir  John  Hipfly, 
and  Mr  Bulkly,  to  acquaint  his  Majefty  with 
their  intention,  and  to  defli-e  him  to  appoint  the 
place.  This  meffage  feeined  very  agreeable  to 
Charles,  and  he  appointed  Newport,  in  the  iflc 
of  Wight,  for  the  place  of  conference,  which  the 
EngJiih  Lords  agreed  to  without  reftriftion;  but 
the  Commons  infifted  that  no  pcrfons  who  had 
been  lately  in  arms  againil  the  parliament  fhould 
te  of  thofe  who  were  fent  to  the  treaty. 

The  King  was  at  lad  conduced  to  the  place 
appointed^  and  left  at  liberty  upon  his  word  of 
honour.  Several  noblemen,  gentlemen,  divines, 
and  lawyers,  were  appointed  to  affift  his  Majefty 
in  this  treaty,  who  were  to  ftand  behind  him, 
and  hear  the  debates,  but  not  to  fpeak,  except 
when  the  King  withdrew  into  another  room  for 
advice.  Thofe  who  aflifted  Charles  were  the ' 
Doftors  Juxon,  Bifhop  of  London,  Duppa,  of  Sa- 
lisbury, Sheldon,  Hammond,  Oldfworth,  Sander- 
fon.  Turner,  Haywood,  Uflier  of  Armagh,  Bram- 
hall,  Prideaux,  Warner,  Feme,  Morley ;  Brownrigh 
of  Exeter  was  fent  for,  but  was  under  reftraint 
and  could  not  come.  The  parliament  appointed 
five  noblemen,  ten  Commoners,,  and.  four  divines 
to  affift:  them  in  their  debates  concerning  religion. 
The  name5  of  thofe  divines  were  Meflrs  Vines, 
•Caryl,  Dr  Seaman,  and  Mr  Marflial.  The  treaty 
was  to  continue  forty  days,  and  the  principles  up* 
oh  which  they  were  to  proceed  were  the  pro- 
♦.. .  pofitions 
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pofiuons  m^uie  at  Hampton  Court.  This  confe- 
rence, like  all  the  former  ones^  produced  no  a- 
grceaWe  effefts.  The  King,  agreed,  "  That  the 
**  affetnbly:  of  divines,  met  ^t  Weftminfter,  fliould 
**  be  confirmed  for  three  years ;  the  direftory  for 
**  worlhip  be  confirmed  for  the  fame  time,  pro- 
"  vided.ihc'Ktng  and  his  friends  are  not  obliged 
*^  to  cofuply  with  [t;  that  a  confultation,  in  the 
^*  mean  time,  be  bad  with  the  affembly,  and  twenty 
"  divines  of  his  Majefty's  nomination,  what  form 
"  of  church  government  fhall .  be  eftabliflied  after-r 
wards,  with  a  claufe  for  eafe  for  tender  confci- 
cnces.  His  Majefty  confented  further,  that  le- 
*^.  gal  eftate$  for  lives,  or  for  a  term  of  years, 
*^  not  exceeding  ninety-nine,  ftiould  be  made  out 
'*  of  the  Bijftiops^  lands  and  revenues,  for  the  fa- 
^^  tisfaflion  of  them  who  had  purchafed  them, 
'*  provided,  that* the  inheritance  ipay  ftill  remain 
*^to  the  cjiurch,  and.  the  reft  be  referved  for 
'*  .their  maintenance."  Charles  agreed  likewife  to 
an.afl  for  the  better  obfervation  of  the  Lord's  day; 
for  fuppreffing  innovations  in  churches  and  cha- 
pels; for  the.  better  promoting  the  preachipg  of 
.God's  holy  word,  and  againft  pluralities  and  non- 
refidence.  The  King  agreeij  to  feveral  other  afts, 
but  none  of  his  conceffions  were  judged  fatisr 
faSory,  ,       . 

A  tedious  difpute  enfued  between  the  King  and 
the  parliament's  divines,  concerning  the  power  of 
Bifliops,'  which  contained  little  more  than  what 
paffed  between  his  Majefty  and  Mr  Henderfon  at 

Mm  2  New- 
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Newcaftle,  and  is  not  of  any  confequefice  to  be 
repeated  in  this  place. 

After  Charles  had  agreed  to  abolifh  ArchbifiiopSt 
DeanSy  and  Chapters^  and  that  a  Biibop  (bonld 
not  ^Q  without  his  presbyters,  and  made  fuch 
conceflions  as  ibewed  that  he  meant  to  ellablifh 
peace  in  the  nation,  the  Scotch  and  Englifh  pres- 
byterians  ruined  all  intentions  of  this  fort.  They 
imagined  that  there  was  now  no  danger  from 
the  army;  and  thought,  in  a  few  weeks,  that 
they  would  fettle  the  whole  of  presbytery  accord- 
ing to  their  ow^  inclinations.  They  took  care 
not  to  mention  liberty  of  confcieace  for  diffcntcrs, 
which  they  could  not  well  but  know  would  never 
b?  agreeable  to  the  army. 

Had  his  Majefty  and  the  prcsbyterians  believed 
each  other  fincefe  in  their  concefEons  and  prc^o* 
fals,  aod  been  willing  to  have  albwed  a  tolera- 
tion to  non-conformifts,.  all  difputes  might  hdve 
foon  been  ended;  but  the  prcsbyterians  put  no 
confidence  in  the  King^s  word  and  promife,  and 
infifted  upon  terms  he  could  tiot  agree  to;  they 
likewife  refufed  toleration  to  aH  diifentiers,  whom 
they  branded  with  the  odious  name  of  feflaries. 
The  proceedings  in  this  treaty  were  well  known 
to  the  army;  which  highly  difgufted  the  officers, 
who  intended  to  have  fccurity  for  liberty  of  con* 
icience.  They  knew  that  the  royalifts  and  prcs- 
byterians were  equally  enemies  to  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  and  that  which  ever  of  the  rwt>  parties 
prevailed,  they  were  fure  to  be  ruined.  The 
pffesbyterians    had  refufed    to   grant  his    Majefty 

the 
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the  liberty  to  tife  the  pmy^r  bode  in  his  own 
&mily,  md  the  independet^ts  and  feAaries  could 
not  wdl  exped  that  they  fhould  obtain  a  privi- 
lege they  had  rcftifcd  to  the  Kiag^  They  there- 
fore were  driven  through  neceflity  to  take  mea^ 
fures  for  their  own  prefer vution. 

Before  the  treaty  of  Newport  was  conduded^ 
the  officers  in  the  army  agreed  to  a  renuniftranc^ 
which  was  prefcnted  tb  :the  parliament,  by  fix  of 
their  number,  dcfiring  it  might  be  jirefcntly  read. 
This  remondrance  required,  "  That  .the  King  be 
f*  brought  to  juftice  as  the  capital  ofibider  and 
"  the  oiufe  <rf  gll  the.  prefcrit  evils  i-^That  a 
^  day-  be  appointed  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
<*  the  Duke  of  York  to  furrendcr  themfehes,  or 
^^be  declared  incapable  of  the  ^overntnent;  and 
'^  that  for  the  future  no  King  be  admitted  but 
V  by  the  free  eleftion  of  the  people/'  This  rc«- 
monftrance  confounded  the  Commons,  and  ilriick 
them  with  amazement,  which  occafionbd  their 
deferrmg  their  debates  for  ten  days,  namely,  till 
the  treaty  was  ended.  But  the  officers  were  not 
idle;  they  Secured  the  perfon  of  the  King  on 
the  very  day  that  the  treaty  expired,  and  con^ 
ireyed  him  to  Hurfl  Gaflle;  where  he  continued 
till  he  was  conduced  toWindfor,  in  order  to 
take  his  trial.  The  officers  fent  a  declararioa  to 
enforce  (heir  remonftrance,  complaining  that  ihey 
were  totally  negleded,  and  defired  the  nmjority 
qf  the  houfe  to  exclude  all  from  their  councils 
who  would  obftruft  Juftice^  or  withdraw  themr 
fclves. 

The 
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The  leading  membcirt'  in  the*  Hoafe  *of  Com- 
znoas  moved  to  have'  the  ofEcers  who  had  a  fhar6 
in  the-remoDftrance,  iropeiched  of  high  treafon; 
But  thfs  had  no  cflfeft ;  the'  army  marched  direftly 
to  London,  :^ith  Fairfax  at  their  head,  and  de« 
manded  forty  thoufand  pounds  of  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council,  in  part  of  their  arrears.  •  The 
troops  were  quartered  abocit  Whitehall,  Covent 
Garden,  and  St  James's";  but  the  officers  aflured 
the  .  people  that  they  fhould  difturb  no  man  in 
his  property.  The  officers  being  determined  to 
carry,  iheir  point,  difcharged  the  city  trainbands, 
and  pfaced  a  regiment:  of  borfe^  and  another  of 
footi-at  the  door  of  tHe  parliament .  ^oufe ;  and 
a  lift  of  the  difaffefted' mcrabcfs  being  delivered 
to  Colonel  Pride^  he  took  about  forty  of  them 
into  cuftody,  and  refufed  entrance  to  a  hundred 
more:'  :this  difcouraged  the  reft,  and  made  then^ 
forfake  their  places,  (o  liiat  not  above  one  hun- 
dred atid  fifty  remamed,  who  were  moft  of  them 
officers  in  the  army,  and  carried  every  point  ac- 
cording/to their  plan,  formerly  agreed  upon  at 
St  Alban's..  Cromwel  was  not  prefent  on  this  oc- 
eafion j  but  wrote  to  the  reft  that  he  approved 
of  the  mcafures  they, had  taken,  and  praifed  them 
for  xheir  zeal  .to  bring  offenders  to  juftice.  He 
came  to  London  foon  after,  when  this.  uew-modeUed 
Houfe  of .  Commons  thanked  Jhim  >  for  his  good 
fervices  to  the  public. 

This  hew  Houfe  of  Commons  -  now  voted  his 

.  Majefty'&    concefGotos  •.  unfatjsfaftory,    and    agreed, 

that  no  member  who  was  abfent  when  this  vote 

was 
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/ 
wa$  paiTcd  (hodd  lit  again  in  the  -Houfe  till  he 

had  rubrcri|;)ed  it ;  and  that  no  more  addrelTes 
be  made  to  the  Kifag  for  the  future  u  that  no  nu- 
lignanty  who  had  aiGfled  againft  the  parliament, 
in  the  firfl:  or  fccond  war,  or  that  had  abetted 
the  late  tumults,  fhould  be  capable  of  being  cho- 
fen^  Lord  Mayor,  or  Alderman  of  the  city  of 
London,  or  be  capable  of  any  place  of  profit 
or  truft,  or  fo  much  as  giving  his  vote  for 
cbufing  perfons  for  fuch  offices  for  the  fpacc  of 
one  year. 

The  army,  having  now.  overcome  all  oppofition, 
proceeded  to  change  the  whole  form  of  govern- 
ment; and  to  prepare  the  way  for  their  future 
defigns,  they  determined  to  impeach  the  King  of 
high  trcafon,  as  having  been  the  occafion  of  all 
the  blood flicd  which  had  happened  in  the  late 
wars.  This  motion  met  with  fome  oppofition 
from  feveral  members  of  this  new  Houfe ;  even 
Oliver  Crorawel  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fa- 
tisfied  in  this  point;  for  he  faid,  if  any  perfon 
moved  this  out  of  choice,  he  was  a  traitor;  but 
firice  providence,  through  neccffity,  had  put  them 
upon  it,  he  fhould  pray  Gpd  to  blefs  their  coun- 
cils, though  he. was  not  provided  on  a  fudden 
to  give  his  advice.-  What  puzzled  them  mofl 
wJs,  .  how  to  find  a  legaJ  judicature  to  try  the 
King;  but  this  they  ,foon'  got  over.  People  of 
all  deaominatfons  began  to  be  apprehenfive  for 
the  King's  life,  and  even  thofe  who  had  no  rea* 
fon  to  love  him,  petitioned  for  his  fafety,  and 
remonftrated  againft  the  taking  away  of  his  life. 

The 
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The  epifcopal  clergy  were  his  Majefty's  known 
friends,  and  were  not  fufpefted  of  haying  any 
hand  in  his  death;  and  the  presbyterians,  though 
they  oppofed  his  meafures,  were  for  from  in- 
tending any  injury  to  his  perfon.  The  remon- 
ftrance,  which  the  presbyterians  made  publicly 
againft  the  treatment  which  he  met  with,  is  fuf- 
J)  ficient  to  prove  that  they  could  have  no  defign 
^  of  taking  off  his  head.  The  independent  mini- 
flers  did  not  approve  of  this  bloody  meafure,  ex* 
cept  fome  few,  whom  the  frenzy  of  party  zeal 
carried  down  the  ftrieam  of  fafiion.  -  The  inde- 
pendents  had,  indeed,  ftrong  reafon  for  being  dif-^ 
,  contented ;  for,  in  all  the  particular  forms  of  re- 
ligion, which  were  propofed  in  thofe  times,  they 
were  always  denied  liberty  of  cbnfcience,  and 
the  benefit  of  a  toleration :  but  even  fome  of 
the  high  church  hiflorians  allow,  that  they  join- 
ed wkh  the  presbyterians  and  churchmen  in  de- 
claring againft  the  defign  of  putting  the  King  to 
death.  The  church  of  Scotland,  by  their  com- 
miffioners,  protefted  againft  the  death  of  the 
King,  and  confidcred  it  as  a  breach  of  the  folemn 
league  and  covenant;  to  which  proteftation  they 
annexed  a  violent  remonftrance  againft  toleration. 
When  the  new  Houfe  of  Commons  had  paffed 
an  ordinance  for  trying  the  King,  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  which  Was  now  reduced  to  fixteen,  unani- 
moufly  rejeftcd  the  motion,  and  adjourned  for 
fourteen  days.  The  Commons  were  determined  to 
proceed  without  them,  and  having  named  a  com- 
mittee, of  thirty-eight  perfons,  to  receive  informa- 
tions 
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tiomf  and  draw  up  a  charge  againll  the  King; 
they  conftituted  an  A/^S  court  of  juftice  for  his 
trial,  confifting  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
pcrfons,  of  whom  twenty  or  more  might  proceed 
to  bufmefs ;  but  fcarccly  the  half  of  that  number 
would  be  concerned  therein.  Mr  Serjeant  3rad- 
fhaw  was  Prefident;  Mr  Cook,  Solicitor-geaacral ; 
and  Meffrs  Doriflaus  and  Afke  were  to  manage  the 
caufe.  Having  fettled  the  manner  of  their  pro- 
ceeding; the  King,  who  had  been  conduced  to 
St  James's,  appeared  before  his  judges  in  "Weft- 
minder  Hall,  on  Saturday  the  twentieth  of  Ja-* 
nuary.  He  was.feated  at  the  .bar  in  a  chair  of 
crimfon  velvet,  and  f^t  covered,  as  did  all  his 
judges,  Mr  Cook,  the  Solicitor,  exhibited  a  charge 
of  high  trcafon  againft  liim,  which  being  read,  in- 
ftead  of  pleading  to  the  charge  brought  againft 
him,  the  King  excepted  to  the  jurifdiftion  of 
the  court;  which  was  overrruled,  the  Prefident 
replying,  that  they  wouM  not  fufFer  their  autho- 
i:ity  tp  -be  difputcd,  and  defired  the  King  to 
think  better  of  it  againft  Monday.  Upon  Mon- 
day the  King  pcrfifted  as  before,  and  on  Tuef- 
day  he  4id  the  Tame,  when  the  Cler|c  was  or- 
dered to  record  thedafauk.  Through  the  raft  of 
the  week  they  were  employed  in  examining  wit- 
neffes,  and  on  Saturday  his  Majcfty  was  brought 
before  them,  for  the  laft  time,;  he  ftill  perfifted 
to  difown  their  authority,  but  defired  to  be  heard 
in  the  Painted  Chambe;-,  by  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons. His  requeft  was  denied,  and  the  prefident 
pronounced  fem;cnce  of  death  againft  him  as  a 
Vol.111.  Nn  traitor 
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traitor,  in  the  prcfeuce  of  fifty-nine,  who  figni- 
ficd  their  approbation  by  (landing  up,  as  had 
been  agreed  upon  before.  As  his  Majefty  paffcd 
through  Weftminfter  Hall,  he  received  fome  af- 
fronts from  the  foldiers,  of  which  he  took  no 
naanner  of  notice;  but  tlie  grcatefl:  part  of  the 
people  pitied  his  unfortunate  condition,  and  ex- 
preffed  their  corapaffion  by  figns  of  grief  in  their 
r  countenances.  Tuefday,  the  thirtieth  of  January, 
was  appointed  the  day  for  his  execution ;  and 
Mcffrs  Calamy,  Vines,  Caryl,  Dell,  and  Good- 
.  win  were  offered  to  aflift  him  in  his  preparations 
for  death;  but  he  refufed  them,  and  chofe  Dr 
Juxon,  Biihop  of  London,  who  attended  him  at 
his  execution.  On  the  fatal  day,  appointed  for 
his  execution,  his  Majefty  was  condufted  on  foot, 
by  a  ftrong  guard,  through  St  James's  Park,  to 
a  fcafFold  erefted  on  purpofe,  in  the  open  ftreet, 
before  the  Banquetting-houfe,  at  Whitehall ;  he 
made  a  ihort  fpeech  to  the  people,  but  did  not 
fulfil  the  expeftations  of  thofe  who  wanted  him  to 
make  a  confcffion  of  his  errors,  to  juftify  their 
own  condud  in  taking  away  his  life.  His  head 
was  ftruck  off  at  one  blow,  by  a  refolute  execu- 
tioner in  a  maik,  and  his  body  was  buried  privately 
at  Windfor,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February 
following,  without  any  ceremony,  and  with  no 
other  infcription  up^  .his  coffin  than  King  Charles, 
and  one  thoufand  op^  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

Thus  died  King  Charles  the  Firft,  a  martyr 
to  his  own  obftinacy  and  arbitrary  principles,  who 
from  his  youth  had  been  trained  up  in  the  notions 
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of  the  indefeafAble  and  hereditary  right  of  Kinjg;s, 
not  only  to  govern  nations,  but  to  rule  them 
according  to  their  own  will  and  plcafure,  without 
being  accountable  to  any,  except  God,  for  their 
kii%Iy  adminiftration. .  His  errors  appear  to  have 
proceeded  more  from  bcUl  edux:ation,  and  a  weak^ 
conftitution,  than  from  any  malignity  of  temper: 
his  natural  difpoGtiqn  feems  rather  to  have  beea 
mild  and  gentle,  than  rough  and  boifterous ;  his 
liftening  too  much  to  his  pretended  friends,  and 
fubmitting  to  the  humour  of.  his  Queen,  feems 
to  have  formed  habits  in  his  mind  which  werQ 
oot  natural  to  him;  which,  in  procefs  of  time, 
became  conftitutional,  ai^d  formed  in  him  an  ob-; 
ftioacy  of  temper,  which  might  have  been  pre- 
vented by  good  education,  and  good  advice.  It 
W^s  his  misfortune  xq  live  in  an  age  when  Biihopsf 
and  great^  men  knew  better  how  to  flatter  princes 
than  to  advife  them  for  their  own  gpod.  Charles 
was  certainly  endowed  with  parts,  which,  under 
good  tutors  and  wife  councelters,  might  have 
made'  him  a  fiiining  monarch,  and  a  happy  prince. 
His  theory  of  religion  and  gpvernniient  was  ra-. 
ther  fupcrftitious  thaa  rational,  which  proceeded 
more  from  the  rudiments  and  firft  irapreflions.  of 
a  falfe  education,  than  a  defeft  of  judgment.  His 
enemies  have  loaded  him  with  reproaches,  and 
his  friends  have  bedaubed  his.  cbarafler  with  un-. 
£bemly  encomiiums;.  the  firft  have  reprefented  him 
as  one  of  the  greateil  of  tyrapts,  and  the  latter 
extolFd  him  as  a  martyr  for  religion  and  liberty. 
That  he  broke  through,  the  laws  of  *  the  contti- 
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tntion  is  certairii  and  that  be  died  a  martyr  ta 
his  own  religion  is  trtie;  for  he  might  have  lived 
provided  he  would  have  given  it  up.  If  his  pro- 
felEon  of  religion  was  right,,  he  died  like  a  chrif- 
tian;  if  it  was  wrongs  he  died  like  a  hero.  He 
has  to  anfwer  for  himfeJf  for  bis  own  condtuft  in 
what  pertained  to  the  Almighty^  ^  and  his  judges 
made  him  anfwer  for  his  conduit  as^  a  Kidg. 

King  Charles,  like  all  mefi  who  have  had 
many  friends  and  many  enemies,  has  had  ihc( 
misfortutie  to  have  had  either  too  much  faid  for 
him  or  againft  him.  The  Engli(&  Bifliops  have 
extolled  him  as  a  prorfigy  of  learning,  wifdom, 
and  piety;  atid  his  enemies,  among  other  deno- 
minations have  fcarcely  allowed  him  any  virtues 
at  all.  tie  undoubtedly  made  wide  ftrides  ta 
defpotifra  and  arbitrary  power,  in  feveral  inftanccs; 
dpecially  in  the  afikir  of  fcip-money,  tonfiagc  and. 
poundage,  and  ift  religious  matjters  ihewed  a  great 
partiality  to  arbitrary  domination  over  menV  con- 
ferences* But  as  he  was  unfortunate  more  rhrobgh 
the  influence  of  bad  cbuncHs, '  than  bis  cfwn  i$itu-' 
ral  difpofiiion,  and  though  this  is  no  apology  for 
his  mifconduft,  yet  it  ought  toleflen  the  degree^ 
of  ccnfure  paffed  upon  his  chaira^er.  His  Maje- 
fty's  works  have  been  publifhcd  in  large  volumes, 
and  by  his  friends  have  been  extolled  as  almoft 
apoftolical;  wben,on  the  other  hand,  his  adver- 
faries  have  confidered'  many  writings,  attributed  t^ 
him,  as  fpurious,  and  the  works  of  dihcr'  men. 
'—But  as  this  does  not  belong  fo  properly  to  a 
chwch  hiftory,  I  fhall  pafe'  it  oven 
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Hiftoiy  of  t h eV Quakers, 


B'EJORE"  I    proce'ea   to  the   hiftory   of   the 
'  churches  under  the  commonwealth,  I'  Ihafl- 
return  and  give  the  hiftory  of  the  people   called 

Quakers*  '"  ' 

(jdorge  Fox,  wha  Was  bom  at  Drayton,  in 
LeiceSflerthke,  was,  the  firft  founder  of  this  per- 
fuafion;  he  was  a  fhbemaker  to  his  empldymcnt, 
and  from'  his  early  years  (hewed  an  'uncomiftott 
gravit^y  fa  his  temper,  ind  aycrfion-  to  thofc  plea* 
fures  and  paftirties  which  the  grcitcH  'part  of 
young;  men  delight  in.^  HJs  mind  was  cfaturaHy 
formed  fbr'  things  of  a  folemn  /h^tiircl,  aW  h« 
feems  ta  have  had  a  ftrong  caft  of  entHUfiafm  in* 
his  c6tiip?exi6n^  He  was '  detenhiried  irf  alt  hi& 
purjpbfes ;  that  if  once  he  wis  refolved  t6  'do^ 
any  thing,  Jt  was  not  In  the  power  of  homan 
perfaafion  to  alter  his  rcfokition.  Before  he  made 
any  public  appearance  in  the  charafter  which  he 
afterwards  figured  in,  he  devoted  himfelf  much  -  to 
prayer  and  retirement;  during  which  fequeftraiion 
he  conceived  bimfeli?  sieved  of  God  to  give  up 
the  v^nkies  of  the  w^ld,  ai^  all  his  former  compa-^ 
nions.  He  fbrfook  eten  bis^  neareft  relations,  and 
continuQi  for   a  lorfg   time    in    this   &queftered 

fituation- 
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fituation.    He  again  returned  to  his  relations,  who 
perfuadcd  htm  to  marry,   which  he  would  not  be 
perfuaded  to  by  their  ftrongeft  folici  tat  ions ;   others 
advifed  him  be  a  foldiei:,  and  lift  himfeliF  among 
the    parliament's    forces,    which    he  alfo  refufed. 
He  fell  into  much  inwacd  trouble  of  mind^ .  and 
went  about  from  one  tninifter  to  another,  to  re- 
ceive  affiftance  from  their  ad?ice ;    but    they  all 
prpved  miferablq  cpmforters  to  George.    Some  pisr-. 
iiiaded'him  to  ufe  tol^acco,   foine  to  tal^c  f)hyfiG, 
and  others  to. have  himfelf  blooded:  but,  Georore's 
diftemper  was  of  another  fort,    and  did  not  Ije 
withii»  tbp.fph^re  pf  phyfic. or  phlebotomy.    When 
he.  ha4  jvaRdered  fron?  one  place  ^o  another,  for 
fame  time^  h?  at  )f ft  came  tq  Perbyfliire,  feeling 
in  himfel^^aq  jrapulfe  to  vifit  the  Peak,  of  Derby. 
Here  he  found  as  little  fatisfaftion    as  Jn  other 
places,    which  paade  hif^i  Jpaye    that    place,    anci 
rray^l,  to  NQttjngha,i5fliirc.j   %  thi§^  county  he  found 
fbme-  per foasj;  more  ^  ppo^^rpied  tp  |iis  mind,   par- 
ticularly on^^^lijabeitl?  fiv^ttpri'^  he;Cpntinqed  here 
for  fopic  tiine,;  bpt  lyas  Jiarraffcd   with   troubles 
and  Wmptation^f,  .^P^o^g?  wa^  .  peculiarly  lingular 
in  his'drisfsj  1^6;  wpre-a  i:ind  of  leatber  dotible^ 
which  he  i§  fai4  to  have  worn  becaule  he  thought 
it   moft  finaplc,  arid  :  needed  .  le(s  m?p4mg    than 
other  fprt  of  flpthii»g.   ,  . 

About  the  tyear  one  thoufand  fix  hundred .  anc) 
fbrty.fcYen,  be.  came  iato:  Lancafljire,  to  fee  a 
woman,  whom  .be  .  had  heard  had  fafted  forty 
days;  but  when  he  came  thither^  he  found  her 
aot  ^<K>rding  to  his  defire,   but  under  the  ipfiu- 
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ence  of  a  temptation.  -Hd.  therefore  left  her,  and 
went  to  Manchefter,  where  he  ftaid  for  fome 
time  among  the  refigituis  people  .  in  thofe  part& 
lie  endeavoured  to  inftruft  fome  of .  tiiem  in  the 
doctrine  which  he  belicyed,  and  it  is  faid  that 
he  convinced  fpmc  of  them  fo  as  to  receive  ;he 
divine  teaching,  of  the'Lprd.'  This,  was  the  firft 
fruits  of  George's  miqiftny,  and  :i^he  firft  time  he 
ever  preached. 

George  came  next  into  Leicefterlhire,  and 
preached  among  the  baptiils,  where  he  made  fomc 
profeljrtcsj' from  thence  he  travelled  to  .Notting- 
harafliire,  where  he  made  a-  difcovery  which  he 
had  not  found  before;  it  was  here  that  he  found 
out  that  the  minds  of  men  .  partook  of  the  pro- 
perties of  dogs,  fwinc,  and  vipers.:  This  grieved 
him  much,  and  made  him  cry  tO'  the  Lord,  and 
fay,  why  am  I  thus,  feeing  I  was  acver  addifted 
to  commit  fuch  evils:  to' this  he  is  faid  to  have 
received  anfwer  inwardly, '  that  -it  was  neccffary  he 
Ihould  have  a  fenfe  of  all  conditions,  or  how 
could  he  fpeak  to  all  conditions  ?  -  George  had 
occaGon  afterwards  for  all  his  experiences.  After- 
he  had  maftered  alt  his  temptations,  he  proceeded 
farther  in  the  execution  of  his  apoftleihip;  and 
having  heard  of  fome  ferious  people,  who  affembled 
in  Nottinghamfliire,  he  repaired  thither.  But 
George  fell  in  amongft  the  priefts,  and:  difputed 
with  them  concerning*  the  inward  law,  till  he 
vanquifhed  the  clergy  that  were  there,  and  brought 
them  over  to  his  opiniod.     Our  new  apbftle  came 

afterwards  to  Mansfield;  and   at  an   aJPfembly    of 

people 
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people  performed  wonders,  by  a  prayer  which 
he  made;  it  is  faid  that  the  very  houfe  appeared 
to  be  ihakeu,  and  fome  of  the  auditory  cx>mpared 
that  day  to  the  day  of  Fentecoft.  George,  at  a 
meeting  of  profeflbrs  foon  after  this,  converted 
on^  Captain  Stoddard,  and  then  returned  to  Lei« 
cefterihire,  where  he  had  a  fierce  difpute  with 
fome  of  the  epifcopalians,  presbyterians,  and  in*- 
dependents,  conderning  the  incprruptible  feed  of 
the  word.  The  alTembly  met  for  difpu?atioil  in 
the  Steeple-^houfe,  which  George  would  not  allow 
the  pried  to  call  by  the  name  of  church;  nor 
would  he  allow  the  mixed  multitude  who  were 
aflembled  there  to  be  called  by  that  f^ame.  George 
went  about  from  one  place  to  another,  eodea* 
vouring  to  convert  as  many  as  he  could  to  his  own 
way,  and  as  he  proceeded,  his  averilon .  to  fteeple* 
houfes  encreafed.  On  the  top  of  a  hill  it  was 
revealed  to  him  that  he  fhould  cry  againft  the 
fteeple-houfe  of  Nottingham,  as  an  idol,  and  warn 
the  worihippers  therein  of  their  idolatry.  With 
this  revelation  he  proceeded  as  faft  as  be  could 
to  the  town,  and  went  to  the  church,  where  the 
minifler  was  preaching  from  the  words  of  Peter, 
VPe  have  a  more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  &c.  The 
preacher  told  his  audience  that  this  was  the  fcrip* 
ture,  by  which  they  were  to  try  all  dodrines,  re- 
ligions, .  and  opinions ;  but  the  revelation  of  George 
informed  him  .Qtherwife,  and  made  him  cry  out 
in  the  church,  O  nOj  it  is  not  the  fcripture^  but 
the  holy  fpirity  by  which  holy  men  of  God  gave 
forth  the  fcriptures^  whereby  opinions^  religions ,  and 
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Judgments  an  to  be  tried  ^ '  fir  the  Jews  had  thi^ 
jfcfiptwes^'  and  yet'  rtji/ied  the  Ih\y  Ghcjl^  and  re* 
jeQed'  Oorit^^     The    officers    belongipg    to    this 
•fteepie-houfc  did  npt  relilh  chC'dpftripc  of  George, 
and  for  t^is  infult  to  their  preacfier  they  carrie^l 
'him    to    prifoB,    and  •  put  -  h^m   in  a    nafty  jail. 
But  this  UQW  appille  had    the  good  fortune    to 
dfaw  oyer  thjc  .SJieriff  ^d  •  hi»  whole  family^,  to 
.h^sjilde^'- which,  was  a  ^reac  acquifuipn    to  his 
.i^ufe^   This  Sherii9F^   wl^ofe   name  Wjis  Reckkfs, 
;fc^t;  for  fomc.of  Ills  brethrpn^. jir^., ch^  offiqe.of 
^Sherifi*,  and  perfuaded  them    to;  xua^e    reftitutlop 
rto  fome  .people  thi^y   had-  injured, ,  and    (hewed 
them  an  .example  in  his  .own  bcha\iour  of  what 
he  §onceiyed  to  be  the  duty  of  them  a}K    This  new 
plK>(e^<c  was,fpoQ:  moved  to  preach  ..to  the  peg- 
pi^,  and  ne3Qt  market-day  went  ou|:  ia  his  flipper;, 
pand  preached  ^rcpeptance  in  tjh^c  itre/^ts.  :  The  con- 
feqq^nceS:  of  this   fell  heavy  upop  .George ;»  for 
the,.otbef  ma^iilirates/  conilderiQg  him  to  be  the 
.caafe:  of '  all  theic  .diforders,    fcnt  for  him  from 
ther  St|f riff's  bo^ifev-  and  committed  him,  to  ano- 
^thcr  prifon,  where  be  lay  till  the  aiEzes.    When 
the  time  of  the  affizes  came,  George  efcaped  bis 
.;rial,  .through  the  flowne^  x)f  the  Sheriif^s  fervaats, 
: who ; neglected  to. bring  him; before  the  judge  in 
^firt^r  time,        ,    .      ,      . 
;'    This  .  pcrfifcntion .  which    w^»,xaircd    againft 
;4Gr^)^ge, '  a^ded ;  to.  his  confequepqcv^  andjrendered 
:  hinv.  ^  Rcrfon  of  mpre  importance ;    the .  number 
fof  1m$  friends  eficceafed^  and  hjis  naqpie  vi^ailipread. 
abi*Qjid.  over    all  ^  the  country.      T^he    oppofuioa 
^...  Vol  in.    '  '  Oo        *  '  ifrhiCh 
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.\trhich  the  clefgj^  niad<^  to  the  Quakers  agitatet] 
their  minds/ -and- added  to  their  enthufiafm;  and 
the  fiamo  of  thefr  zeal  was  heightened  by  the 
ftruggle  of  oppofite  ptfflioD^  ^  ftirred  up  in  their 
minds. 

After    George '  had  preached    for    fome    time 
with    wonderful   fuccefsj    he   next    proceeded   to 
worfc  miracles;   for  he  cured  a  woman  whom  an 
ignorant  quack  dodor  had  put  mad  by  his '  fcve- 
ritles,  by  unbindrag  her,  and  giving  her  a  gen- 
tle exhbrtatiptt  ia^  be  quiet  and'ftill.      This'Wii$ 
reckoned  a  wonderful  performance  among  the  ig- 
norant,  who  imagined  that  the  words  of  George 
had  effefied  the  cure;  whereas  the  whole  miracle 
confided  ifl  delivering  the  woman  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  an  ignorant  quack,  and  a  few  merctlefs 
relations.    As  George  always  purfued  the  firft  ino- 
tions  of  his  own  mind,    and  the  fecret  wKif^fd 
of  fomething  he  imagined  to  be  the  holy  ^^rit, 
he  often  fell  into  ftrange  bhinden,   and  bmught 
much  trouble  on  himfelf  when  there  was  no-oc* 
'cafion.     When  he  was  at   Nottingham  the  fpirit 
'moved     him    to     repair    to     the  *  fteeple^houfe, 
to  inftruA  the  prieft;  and  the  congregation:    but 
'inftead  of  waiting,  like  the  apoftle  Paul,  till  the 
end  of  reading  the  law  tad  the  prophets,  George 
interrupted  the  parfon,  and  was  very  ill'  ufed  b^ 
th^  j^eople,  who  almod  murdered  him  with  bibles 
^^nd  ftaVes.    He  was  aftervrards  put  in  the  ftocks, 
^  and  very    ill'  lifed.      The  magiftrates  nfterWards 
"i^leafed  him,   and  fet   him   at  liberty;   but  tht 
"  people « fioned  *  him  out  of  the  -  town^   upon  which 
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he  left  Norcipg^a«iiy re  fpr  *  ^  feaf^n;  and'  v^jtqt 
ioto  LeicederihJre, .  .aecx>iiipaj3ied  by  fomc  of  hi$ 
friends.  Ilere  he  had  a  difpuce  with  the  balp^ 
lifts  concemipg  water  baptifm*  He  asked  them 
who;  baptized  John  |he  baptift,  Peter,  John,  an^ 
the  reft  of  the^  apoftles?  To  which,  it  is  faid, 
they  made  no  reply.  But  thete  l^ptifts  feem  tci 
have  been  very  cafily  put  ta  filence  when  fuch 
impertinent  queries ,  as  tbefe  iiienced  them.~*FoF 
though  John: the.  Baptift  had  never  been  baptisced^ 
aor  any  of  -the  apoftles,  it  is  no  argument  to 
prove  that  others  0iou)d  not  be .  baptized  when 
our  :$aviour  commanded  it^  and  hJs  apoftles  prac'* 
jtifed  it.  The  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  did 
not  exclude  ^ptifm  by  water,  more  ,  than  the 
jtbing  figntfied  excludes  the  antecedent  figd-  which 
is  ufed  jbefore  the  other  is  appUed.  And  tho 
apoftle^  of  Jefus  Chrift  pra£lifed  water  baptifm  at 
a  £gD  of  ^he  ^Aptifm  of  the  Holy  Qhoft ;  thofe 
jcherefor^^  who  4^^q  ordinances  and  appbint^ 
ments  of  Chrift,  eftablilhed  by  hi^  own  fpcciat 
authority,  :^nd  th^  prance  of  hia  kifpired  apoftles^ 
muft  certainly  k^  under  the  gbvecnment  of  ano. 
ther  fptrit  than  the  fpirit  <^  truth. 

George  Fox,  trhateyer  "^yere  bis  opinions,  be« 
faaved  in  a  fober  nianoery  though  his  raflmef^ 
in  expo^ng  himfelf  to  i^eedlefs  perfecutions  dff-* 
idares,  that  he  wa$  very  much  an.  enthufkft.  j^ 
jntrodvig  himfelf  iniQ  the  aflemblies  of  other  peo* 
pie,  and  intetrupl^ng  their  preachers,  has  more 
die  appeatiance  bf  folly  0aan  wifdom.  It  doe$ 
t)QC  altogethtf.'^gcec  with  the  .ixlan4ate  of  Jefus 
*V    '  Pp  2      ^'  Chrift 
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Chrift  tb  his  difciples,  if  they  pcrftCutc  ydu  in* 
one  city,  flee  thou  to  another.  =  The  pcrfc<!u|:ions 
he  underwent  were  very  extraorclinary,*  an^  his 
patience  under  them  very  remarkable ;  for,  though 
he  fufFered  much  both  from  the  cfergy  and  laity, 
yet  unlefs  thofe  tfames  which  the  fpltit  moved  him 
to  give  them  in  a  devout  mannei^,  ^he  never  ex- 
preiTed  himfelf  ruddy  or  indecency*  The  ipirit 
on  fome  occafions  appears  to  be  a  little  ill-nattttcd 
and  fcurrilous;  but  as  George  always  declared, 
that  it  was.  the  fpirit  that  moved  bim  to  utter  fucli 
teprefHons,  thofe  extravagancies  limll  be  attribttte4 
to  the  fpirit  which  was  in  him,  and  not  to 
George.  What  fort  oF  a  fpirit  it  was  that  pof- 
feiied  him  I  ihall  leave  to  others  to  determine 
from  the  tShds  it  pi'oduced,  and  proceed  tp 
codfidcr  the  principles  and  perfecutions  of  the 
Quakers.     '      .    *      .*    .  :  .  ' 

;  The  chief'  principle  ih  which'  the  Quakers  dif** 
ftr  from  other  denominations,  is,  that  every  man 
isenlightened  with  the  divine  li'ghr,  which  they. 
endeavour  to  eftabliih  '  from  John's  gofpel :  M 
hinf  was  lifiy  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  meiu 
— ii&  is  the  true-  light  which  Ughtemth  every, 
man  that  cometh'  into '  the  worldi  .  From  whence 
tihey  conclude,  that"  all  men,  by  taking  heed  id 
the  lighit  in  their  own  fould,  may  learn  to  fear 
6(od  and  hate  fin.  They  hold,  that  men  fhottid 
pray  always  and  not  faint;  biit  affirm,  that  prayer 
does  not  coiififl  in  Words,  hot  the  devout  b^ath- 
mg  of  the  foul  to  God,   which  they  call  praying 

ift  the  fpirit;    They  hold  it  -uoJawful  to  fwear 
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ih'sit  ^Wty  bto's  WcH-d:  jlhkM;  te 
importance  <  with  his  oatli.  iTfaey  ^accpuDC  the 
igiaking-'df  war  inconliftent  Wilb  pure  •  chriftiaaicy^ 
iljck)  cdatr^ry  to  the  iproHufeS'  aod^pMscepfs  of  re- 
velation:  'and^,  tbat^  aa  Ottr  Saviour  declared  that 
his'kitrgdom  ?vas  ndti  of  .this  viOf\6,  or  then 
would  his  fervants  fight;  *fb  thofe.  that  ^prqfefs 
tbtttnfelves  to  be  of  his  kmgdpm  dughf  ^wske 
bO'  war;:'  ftri  war :  piioceeds  from  niea's  Inils. 
Thejr  do  <  not  deny  thitt  it  is  iawfid^^  chriflians 
to  be-  riiagiftrates/  yet  think  it  bet^i>£or  ;  thofe 
of  tfieir  perfuafion  tiot'to  ieek  after  the  office  of 
9  magiftratQi  All  iitl€9  of  honour  and  compli*- 
ment)  iQ  comiQon  coayelrfation,  they  dif^llow  a- 
mong  ;6quab ;  though  they  grant  that  it  is  law* 
ful  for  feryailts  to  honour  ^^heir  niaftersi  and  fub- 
jeds  to  hoik)ur  their  magiftrates  by  the  title  of 
their  office^;  They  reckon  iall  gaming/  Jelling^ 
and  unprofitable  recreations/  iinfol/  In  'the  dodrinc^ 
of  inarriage  they'differ  froini  die  comj&oa  method, 
^nd  do  nbt  aibw  of  snarriage  .being  performed  by. 
the  clergy.  When  marris^es.  are  performed .  among, 
diem,  they  take  each  other  %>lemnly  jn .  a  public 
meeting,  and  promife  Joyo  and  Cjdeiity  ^before  tbo 
friends;  of  which  there  iSi.<9  .certificace  dr^WQ^ 
mentioiting  the  names:  ahd  .diijbafiions  of  stbevper<^ 
£>ns  married,  which  19  figned  by.i  iSbe  parties,  aid' 
li^  many  of  the  friends,  /asMH^fcnefles.  In  burying 
the  dead  they  obferve  decency,  and  endcfffOQir  CA^ 
jirpid  ali^  pomp;  or  cuftomary  monniinjg.  •<■  They 
do  iiot  |)r3£iice  baptifm  and  the,  Loidfs  \fupperf 
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for  d)0  \o\^  taptifift  ta  be  a  j^m^  rite,   aa4 

baptiffn  of ^ -the  Holy  .  Gboft ; .  thei  Lor4v$  ijuppef 
thqr  cfloiyer.as  Ae  p^t*  which  ivs^^Jcjcpr  j^ 
C?hrj[ft>  whtck  .W  1^   Je^fli   ecremo&y,  md   uq 

WbcB  thejr  aifembk^  to  perforo?  public  wot^fiiip^ 
%\^ey  ordmarMyi.  ipwd  ibpie  time  in.  Skvfig,  v^v^ 
they /call  waifiDg  pfi  i\l^  l^td;-  indi  s^bkQ.raDjp 
frietid  feels,  hjimfelf  aboyi^i  by  God*,  to  fpeak  znf 
thing  ky^  way .  of  dodriae  lor  exhor^ttoo, .  be .  prof 
ccecits;  lai^d .  3)irfaeki  he' hly  ^oiftied^  aoother  ma]! 
bog^ia,  prcnrided  he  li,  tikewlfe  moved  liy  the  ipjrk^ 
They  like^ife  allow  %omeil  to'prca<:h  ojr  c>djuDrt^ 
and  for  ibis.  pro^ijCe.  die.  examples  xofPbebe^ 
Trypbcna,  jtfld  rTryphoft^  wbom.  Fapl  .iBentionp 
as  bbourers  Iq  tfae.go^eL.  31%  do  Qot:  pra£k\Cc 
(be  iiagiiig  o£  piabm  ia.  pjublic  .wofihip^  for 
yrhichi,  tbey...  (ay,  jthete.  is  i^cithjer  precept  .nop 
example  ia  :tb4  Ktw  Te$ajaeot«  They!  deny ;  that 
the  fame  body  ihaH  l^eixaiftdvi^  the  ^eoeral  refur*^ 
reftipOy  yix  ipaintaih  xjhait  .the  ile^  HfsAl  isc  rajfed^ 
^t  with  very :  diffi;rent;bddie& 
..  Withregafd'to:  ctfixircb  goJvernQient,  they  hol^ 
phicdar  tnqetiiifipt  £or  esquirihg  mto  the  .cpnverr' 
iatiOB  of 'xfaeir  membei^  Nkiiig  tare  of  the  poqr^ 
widqws^  laild  orphanSy  ^and  for  making  enquiry  con-" 
dsnii?g  .(|ip  .foleninbdngi.  pf  inal-riag&s,  -  TbefSt 
ipectmgi  ace  bdfl.  e^the^^;we(ikiyv  oncb  ajfcHtntght^ 
m  Bpmbfy^^  docording'  to^i  tbe  largenefs  bf  their 
eburehes.  .Tbtf.  havphkewiie  qua^rterly  iklcefibgsr 
i|i   cfGtjf  vCODDty^  .'ijwbere   matcets  ;are  .  bro^ishi^ 
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mi&.  To'ihefc.MeetiagB  «Hafe  :»iMin  i^nA 
tUicn,  or  )]|  iperfow  vOso  ire  ^kacma'  i»-  be  of 
fober  coavtr&tiooV  aad  :!HfiMtewf  j^  agreed  iooA 

meeting.  ,  There  fey  liefidfesall  thefe,  t^-enattU,^ 
Dua!  me«mg,  held  ac  Eoodoh,  inmirf«,n&y;wtck 


as  lhd./noft:co!ivefiMfeafeiiof  thfe  ^4r  that 
fiKb  aV  ;iw  feht  frooi.aH  -.the  :cM.l  Tit 


•perfiflfiob  ^d  the.  .world,.:  to.give  a«(.  iccfcumf  ^ 
thejlatddf.an  t^rc|,afticator>  foctetiwu!iShA 
>  dnnot  fetid'  itadfcbm, ;  oi4riiaril3f-..ftntf  tetjeft^ 
«tid  from;  this  meea^g  is  few  a  gen^rfhepfftte.  t« 
airtHe  cbtinch<fs,  tvhich:4s  on«iiai%  t»wntU    g^ 
•this  .m^ni^they^Jcoowi  wry  ywr^ki  irtiae  «wd^ 
t.0Q   all   their  focieties.;a«5.    If «   Jw'ppfa,  \u^ 
there  are  any  in   want,   then  The'jn9re:.'w«iW,v 
«ndeaT6iirto  reliare  fft<ihr,  or  .fomowa^.aa.:ev: 
tradfdiaSry  collection .' is  inaife  foritlkt  ftbwjfe    • 
•  ^'Whatever  others. <  w6«..differ..firpir»  ii^ito,  my 
•think  -of-theif.  paPaatiap;«piaioB8,  I  tliis  .M«  W 
thiir  ifdadua,  iQ  mduagings^hei;.  tlwrchds,  ii  trow- 
thr  bt  iftitamoD.  O^  foci«ie8,im  tgaaehi:  nuV 
read  theif  hiftory  .«ad.  .blufe.!  The  .Quakm   i. 
Seaersl, -ftew  a  >e^5r^e?^^qfive.: lew^itd^one .  wo- 
•ther,  a»J -negJeA  ,»tt.aeansi  tor&ppdfra  good  ua- 
•derftaadhig  a5iong-thpinftJr«si.!r  WhathHEiliher  efc. 
feif¥fe  this  praaice  frbm.  rpaodplc  or  pblicr.lflaii 
not.  Mewake  uai  deterbine,'i..buc  iiriiawwrfjaB 
the  principles  of  aftfcni  the  prafficc  jjfctf: jj  tjriife 
wott»7 
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.tions,  both  at  home  ^od:  abroad,  Jn.  the  .reigbs 
of  Charles  the  Firft,  the  time  of  the.  coairobtK 
wealtb>  and  in  the  idga  [of  C^harles  the  ,i>ecptid* 
They;  were  ofteii  :dtftbtbed  ;  ict  their  ^eptiogs, 
thrown  into  prifon,'  ^nd'ifeadricd  bcf<tfc  the. affixes, 
ind  tried  :itt  a  very  fe^erci  JPJlriter ;  il)^..  tv^c 
oft^n  ftoocdj  ^b5ffbted^^d  :  JtwiKfcat^i%  peo- 
pie  of  ali  pfcrfodfiobs.  But  in  ;Ne\V  J^ngladd  they 
were  tioft.'.barbaroufly  trfedj  and  feieral  of  theiii 
fuffered  xkaib  at  the;  hdiids  ;of  thof^  :who.|iad 
fled,  thirir^dwn  cptlntry,  to  , enjoy  iiberty.  of  cc^ 
fcience  lA .  thefc ;  diftant  p^rts  of  the;  world,  Thc^ 
Tery  peoi^lcv .  w]io  had  comp'bincd  gFievpq^y;  of 
tyrandry  .an4  perfecUtioaatHorbe,  and  ^ad lef^ their 
country  .dn  account  thereof^  thbu^ht  it  no  crimp 
10  fhfid  the  Mood  of  the  Qg^kcrs  when  they 
came  among  them. 

Doriog-ihe  Eroteflprihip   of  Oliver  ^GronjweJ, 
the  pe^^le  t>fi:I^fe)E^  England  oiade  a  law,  which 
baniihed''kiriQtiiakefS,;  and  made  it  death  for  any 
of  them  la  return;  back-y  after r.they  b^dibeeji;  ex- 
pelled.   In  -ooofequetKc^  of  this  law^    manj   fuf. 
fcrcd;.  fcvere  treatment,  and  foine  wete  publicly 
execute.    All:  niiafters.  dnd  captains  of  ihjps  i^rere 
prohibited  from  bringing  any.  .Quakers  into  New 
-England;  r  When  this  law  was  framed^  one  Nif;^ho« 
las  Upihairxenionflrated  againll  it;   and  though 
:hei.waa  no  Quaker^  was  fined  twenty-three  ponpds 
umd  unprifimed,  for  bia  kmdnefs  to  the  Quflk:ers. 
Thif  fine  was  esafted  with .  the  greatdt  rigour  by 
governor  Endicot ;  who  alfo  faaniihed :  bim  ;ont .  of 
i    -  *     the 
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Ae  country.  Hq  came  to  Rhod.c  Ifland,  and  met 
accidentally  With  an  Indian  pfinCe,  Who,  having  un- 
derftood  the  caufe  of  his  banifhment,  behaved  very 
kindly  to  him,  arid  told  him  if  he  would  live 
with  him  he  would  make  him  a  Warm  houfe:  arid 
added,  PFhat  a  God  have  the  EngliJI)^  who  deal  v 
fo  with  one  another  fibout  their  God?  This  is"  a 
juft  and  fevere  reflexion  upod  tbofe  perfecutors, 
who,  -from  falfe  conceptions  of  the  charafter  of 
the  deity,  think  themfelves  obliged  to  deftroy  all 
others  who  cannot  exaftly  conform  to  their  no- 
tions in  every  particulan  It  is  not  ealy  to  be- 
lieve that  thofe  men  are  good  chriftians,  who 
breathe  forth  nothing  but  cruelty  againft  their  fel- 
low creatures,  for  ufing  a  privilege  which  is  every 
man's  natural  right,  and  which  thiey  themfelvei 
daim  as  their  own. 

The  proteftatits  in  New  England  were  mad  a- 
gainft  the  Quakers,  and  framed  a  law,  which 
obliged  every  perfon  to  pay  an  hundred  pounds, 
who  direflly  or  indircflly  (hould  cauffe  any  of  the 
Quakers  to  corae  within  their  jurifdiftion,  and  to 
lie  in  prifon  till  the  fine  was  paid:  and  if  any 
perfon  {houM  happen  to  entertain  them,  knowing 
them  to  be  fuch,  fliould  forfeit  forty  (hillings  to 
the  country  for  every  hour's  entertainment,  or 
concealment,  and  be  committed  to  prifon  till  the 
forfeiture  fliould  be  fully  paid:  and  further  that 
all  and  every  of  thofe  people  that  fliould  arife 
'  among  them  there,  fliould  be  dealt  withal,  and  fuf- 
fer  the  like  puniftithent  as  for  thofe  who  came  in ; 
namely,  That  for  the  firfl  offence,  if  a  male,  one 
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'of  his  cars, mall  be  cut  off,  and  lie  kept  at  work 
Ja  the  houfe  of  correftion  till  he  Ihould  be  fent 
jaway  on  his  own  charge:,  for  the  fccond  offence, 
.his  other  ear,  and  be  kept  in  the  houfe  of  cor- 
reftion  as  aforefaid :  if  a  woman,  to  be  fevcrely 
^  T^hipt,  and  kept  as  a  man  in  the  houfe  of  correc- 

tion for  the  firfl:  fault:    and  for  the  fecond  fault, 
to  be  dealt  with  as  for  the^firft:    and. for  the 
•third,   he  or  Jbe   Ihall   have   their  tpngues  bored 
>/      jhrough  with  an  ho^t  iron,    and   be  kept  in   ilic 
houfe  of  cforrcftion  elofe  at  work  till  they  be  fent 
,away  at  their  own  charge.     This  is  a  very  fcvqre 
r  law,  and  ftiews  how  far  the  influence  of  bigotry 

"^  and  fuperftition  will  carry  men,   when   they  arc 

.under  the  dominion  thereof.  The  people  of. New 
England  had  been  driven  from  theif  own  country 
.by  the  terror  of  laws  like, to  thofc  which  they 
^were  framing  againft  the  Quakers ;  and  it  is 
ftrange,  that,  they  fhonld  have  imagined  thatper- 
fecution  became  a  duty  by  the  change  of  hands 
or  climate.  .  '       . 

The  firft  of  the  Quakers  who  fuffered.  death 
for  their  religion,  at  the  hands  of  the  :2ea1ots  la 
.New  England,   were  William  Rpbinfon  and  Mar- 
maduke  Stephenfon;  the  firfl.  was  a  merchant  froin 
London,    and    the   latter   a  Torkiliire  gentleman. 
■William  Robinfon  was  a  preacher  among  the  Qua- 
kers, and  on  that  account  was  more  feverely  ufed. 
Robinfon  was  brought  into  the  ftreet,  and  ftrlpp'd, 
,      his  hands  were  fixed  to  the  carriage  of  "a  canbon, 
Vherc  the  goaler  held  him^  till^  iKe   executioner 
yhipped  him  with  a  threefc^d  cord  *in  a  mott  ihock- 

ing 


mmm^mmm^^ 


(    »99    ). 

ing  yid  inhmnan  pimmer.  Soon  aftpr^  Stephenfoi^^ 
an4  Robinfon  w^re  fet  at  liberty,  and  ordered  to' 
depart  from  BoAon  on  pain  of  death:  but  the 
fpirit  moved  them  not  to  take  any  notice  of  this 
fcvere  and  antichriftian  law;  tor  which  caufe  they 
Were  again  apprehended,  and  confined  in  prifon, 
at  Boftoh,  They  were  next  brought  before  the 
court,  but  refufed  to  pull  off  their  hats,  which 
they  accounted  an  homage  not  du^  to  man.  Wil- 
liam Robipfon  cjefired  liberty  ^o  read  a  papci>. 
which  contaiqed  his  reafons  for  not  leaving  Bofton ; 
but  Indicot,  the  governor,  would  not  permit  him 
to  read  it.  The  contents  of  this  paper  were, 
tjiat  whea  he  was  at  Rhode  Ifland,  the  Lord  com- 
manded him  to  go  to  Bofton  to  lay  down  his  life. 
-rThat  he  alio  had  felt  an  affurahce  that  his  fout 
was  to  enter  into  everlafting  peace  and  eternal 
reft. — That  h^  durft  not  refufe  to  obc/  without 
enquiring  further  concerning  it;  believing  that  it 
became  him,  as  a  child,  to  fliew  obedience  to  thd 
Lord  without  any  unwiIlingnefs.---That  this  was 
the  reafoh  why  he  ftayed  there  after  he  was  ba^ 
niftied  upon  pain  of  death.  It  is  hard  to  fay,' 
whether  the  raflitiefs  of  this  Quaker  or  the  folly 
of  his  judge  is  raoft  confpicuous;  for  if  he  con-, 
iidered  the  Almighty  calling  him  to  a  place 
where  he  was  threatened  with  death,  after  our 
Saviour  had  commanded  all  his  difciples  to  flee 
from  thofe  places  where  they  were  perfecuted,  td 
others  where  they  might  enjoy  peace,  the  fpirh: 
fpeaking  to  William  Robinfon  muft  have  manifeftly 
contradicted   the  fpirit   of  our  Saviour:    and   the 
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Governor,  Indicot,  mtift  have  known  very  little, 
to  imagine  that  perfecution  would  anfwfer  his  dc- 
iign  of  expelling  the  Quakers. 

Marmadukc  Stephenfon  gives  a  particular  ac-* 
count  of  the  reafons  of  his  behaviour  in  leaving 
his  native  country,  and  behaving  as  he  did.  I 
(ball  give  the  reader  his  account  in  his  own 
words:  .  **  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  thou* 
*^  fand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-five  I  was  at  the  plow, 
^*  in  thrf  eaft  parts  of  Yorkfliire,  in  Old  England, 
*^  near  the  place  where  my  outward  being  was,  and 
•*^nd  as  I  walked  'after  the  plow,  I  was  filled  with 
^^  the  love  and  prefence  of  God,  which  did  fo  ra- 
'^  vifii  my  heart  when  I  felt  it;  for  it  did  abound 
^  and  increafe  in  me  like  a  living  ftream;  fo  did  the 
*^  love  and  life  of  God  run  through  me  like  preci- 
^^  ous  ointment,  giving  a  pleafant  fmell,  which  made 
''  me  to  ft  and  ftill ;  and  as  I  ftood  a  little  ft  ill,  with 
^*  piy  heart  and  mind  ftayed  uppn  God,  the  word 
**'f  the  Lord  came  to  me  in  a  ftill  fm?ll  voice, 
*^  which  I  did  hear  perfeftly,  faying  tg  me  in  the 
^'  fccret  of  my  heart  and  confcience,  I  have  ordained 
**  thee  a  prophet  to  the  nations :-«*and  at  hearing  of 
^-  the  Lord  I  was  put  to  a  ftand,  being  I  was  but 
*'  a  child  for  fuch  weighty  matter :  fo  at  the  time 
**  appointed,  Barbadocs  was  fet  before  me,  unto  which 
*1  was  required  of  the  JLord  -to  go,  and  leave 
^*  my  dear  loving  wile  and  tender  children ;  for  the 
^*  Lord  faid  unto  me  immediately  by  his  fpirit,  that 
^*  he  would  be  as  a  husband  to  my  wife,  an^  as  a 
^  father  to  my  children,  and  they  ftiould  not  want 
f«  in  mj  abfence,  for  be  would  provide  for  them 
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^  when  I  was  gone ;  and  I  believed  that  the  Lord 
^  would  perform  what  he  had  fpoken,  becaufe  I 
^  was  made  willing  to  give  up  myfelf  lo  his  work 
*  and  fcrvice,  to  leave  all  and  follow  him,  whofe 
•'  prefence  and  life  is  with  me,  where  I  reft  in 
*'  peace  and  quietncfs  under  the  fhadow  of"  his 
^^  wings,  who  hath  made  me  willing  to  lay  dowa 
**  my  life  for  his  own  name  fake/*  This  is  part 
ef  a  letter  written  in  the  prifon  of  Bofton  when 
he  was  confined  with  William  Robinfon  j  upon 
which  I  fhall  leave  the  reader  to  make  hia  owa 
remarks.. 

Robinfon  and  Stephenfon  received  fentence  of 
death,  and  were  executed  according  to  their  fen- 
tence; whereas  they  had  done  nothing  to  injure 
the  peace  of  the  country,  nor  was  any  crime 
proved  againft  them  but  that  of  being  Quakers ; 
which  they  could  no  more  help  than  other  people 
can  help  having  their  own  opinions.  Allowing  them 
lo  be  miftaken,  yet  no  error  of  judgment  is  a  fuf* 
ficient  reafon  for  depriving  men  of  either  life  or 
liberty  while  they  continue  peaceable  members  of 
fociety.  The  execution  of  thofe  two  Quakers,  in- 
ftead  of  hurting  their  intereft,  made  more  pro- 
felytes  to  their  caufe;  for  they  died  with  fo 
much  patience  and  refignation  to  the  will  of  God, 
that  their  fuflferings  left  a  deep  impreillion  on  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  were  witncfles  of  their 
execution.  After  their  execution  their  bo- 
dies were  buried  in  a  hole,  without  any  cqffins, 
and  their  friends  were  not  permitted  to  bury  them. 
It  appears  to  have  been  a  ilrange  delirium  which 
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I^feffecL  th<f,  people  of  New  England  at  thij^ 
tiffle;  tha^t  they  (hould  pijoceed  to  fuch  eKtreme;^ 
in  pcrfecmlng.  others,  when  they,  had  fled  fronj^ 
their  native  cownry  on  account  of  per%i^tion. 
It  njuft  give  every  intelligent  readeij  of  their  hif- 
tory  a  very,  ftrange  idea  of  their  principles;  foj; 
thcnt  to  flee  from  their  own  native  land  to  en- 
joy  liberty  of  ?onfi:ipnce,  and  yet  refufe  ii;  to.  o;, 
thers,  who  had  as  good  z,  right  to  that  privilege 
as  themfclves. 

The  perfecution  of  the  Quakers  was  intended 
to  have  been  carried  on  with  great  rigoui;,  had 
Opt  King  Charles  the  Second  ordered  2\  (lop  to 
be  put  to  i^  by  his  royal  mandate,  which  pro-- 
aired  th^ni  peace  and  trancjuility  in  New.  England, 
^hich  they  never  abufed  to  the  difadvantage  of 
citheif  th^  gpvernment  or  any  indivijluals.  What- 
ever may  be  their  fyftem  of  religion,  or  the  rul,es 
of  their  focieties,  ic  is  manifeft,  that  they  are 
quiet  and  peaceable  members  of  civil  foQctyf  and 
^rc  therefore  entitled  to  the  proie£l;ion  of  govera- 
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William,  Pen,  and   George   Barclay,  were  two 

perfpns  who  figured  much  among  the  (fakers. 
The  firft  was  Ton  of  the  admjral  of  that  nan\e^ 
and  the  latter  the  fon  of  Colonel  Barclay  de- 
scended of  a  notable,  family  in  Scotland.  The 
firft  fettled  the  colony  of  Pcnfylvania,  the  latter 
wrote  the  fanious  apology  for  the  Quakers.  Wil- 
liam Pen  was  a  perfon  Vfhp  underftood  mankind 
and  the  rules  of  human  policy  to  a  great  degree, 
spd  laid  the  foundation  of  a  government  in  New 

England 
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England  which  has  continued  permanent  for  up- 
*<^vipanl  o(  a  hundred  years.  George  Barclay  was  aa 
'acute  difputant,  and  a  good  fcholar,  and  has  re<- 
duced  the  principles  of  the  Qual^rs  into  fuch 
order^  and  with  fo  much  art,  that  they  are  not 
cafily  overturned.  If  we  allow  him  one  princi- 
ple which  he  Wflhmes,  it  wiW  be  hard '  to  ctfnfute 
his  arguments.  The  fpirlt  independent  of  revela- 
tion is  a  maxim  he  infifts  upon  as  a  fundamental 
point  of  his  creted;  whith,  if  once  granted  him, 
he  finds  fmall  difficulty  in  fupporting  the  reft 
of  his  opinions. 

The    Quakfei-s  '^^rere  fevcrdy  harralTed    among 
^t!he  fell  of  the  diffentfcrs,  till  the  ^  year  one  thou- 
-^faird  fix   hundred    and    eighty-eight,    when   thtj 
'^ere  relieved  froiii  perfcCution   by   the  acceffioa 
''p(  King  ^Vililata  to  (he  throne  of  Great  Britab, 
They  Have,  dn  ft veral  occafions '  fince,  undergone 
-fcimfe  pfofecutions  for  refufiiig  to  pay  tithes,  whieh 
'they    rtckon  it  a  matter  of  confcience  to  refilfc 
"to  pay;   but,  unlefs  in  that  'particular,  they  have 
^ riot  ^  received  ahy  trouble  fince  that  •  period.      As 
'they  live  i)eaceably '  in   their    rcfpeftfve   places  of 
'  tefidences,  there  5s  little  occafion  for  afty  to  give 
^them'trouWe;  br  if  they  do,  it  muft  proceed  fltl- 
together  from  mafcvdlence  Snd  ill 'nature.  Thdugh 
'thcte  are  many  opinions  which  the  Quakers  hdd 
•that  appear   abundantly   abfurd,    yet  as  they  ^e 
hot  at  much  pains  to  propagate  them  they  do  lit- 
^rle  harm,    unlefs  to  thofe  who  profefs  them.~I 
'ithall  have  occafion' to  confider  this  people  after- 
ward, and  ffxali  tiow  return  to  the  other' charac- 

^t^rs  6f  thofe  times. 
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Hiftory  of  the  Churches 


Under  the  Commonwealth. 


t6Ao     nr^^^    Presbyterians    in   England   now 
JL     afted  in  concert  with  the  Scots  to 
reftore   the  King  on  the  principles  of  the  cove- 
nant;   and    fome    of  them    carried  on  a    priyatc 
corrcfpondence  with   the  nobles  of   Scotland  for 
that  purpofe.     This  brought  upon   them    a    teft, 
which  was  called  the  engagement,    which  all  the 
minifters    were    obliged    10   fwear  and    fubfcribc, 
and  fuch  as  refuied  to  do  it  were  denied  all  be- 
nefit of  law.     This  was  a  piece  of  tyranny  inuch 
of  the  fame  kind   which    bad   been   praftifed.   in 
former  times;  which  fhews,   that  in  whatever  hands 
th6    power    happened    to.  fall,    thofc    who  weKC. 
fubjefts    were,  fure    to  -be   oppreflcd.     This    teft 
was  fevere  upon  the  presbyterians,  which  was  00 
cafioned  by  the  approaching  war  with  the  Scots; 
but    their    clergy    exclaimed    loudly     againft    it. 
Their  fermons  were  fluffed  with.bitttr  refleftions 
againft  the    impofers,   and    the   faSf^^^^s,   which 
were  appointed  to  be  obfcrvcd  by  whcrity,  were 

refufoc} 


<        » 


/       / 


;(   3^5  :) 

refofcd  to  be  kept  by  the  prc?bjrtierians.  Thoft 
bLancafliire  and  Chcfliiire  publjftied  reafpa^  Pgaioft 
it,  which  in  general  turn  upon  th^  authority  which 
impofcd  it.  The  prefcnt  authority,  they  cal)e4 
tifurpers,  and  declared  it  unkyful  to  fwear  aller 
giance  tp  their  authority. 

'  The  parliament  tric(i  feveral .  methods  to  recoct* 
c;ile  the  presbyterians  to  the  prefent  govcrnnijenr, 
and  appointed  peribns  tQ  tri^t.  with  thenr,  and  z{^ 
fure  thecd  of  protection,  and  the  full  enjoyment; 
of  theii*  preferments  accordiiigly ;  b\^t  this  had.  Qc^ 
effc6h  The  parliament  next  publiflied  ai^  prden 
that  ixllnifters  ihould  n6t  qdeddle  with  ft^cc  .afiairai 
in  the  pulpit,  apd  that^  thpfe  who  did  fp,  flajPuld. 
be  fecj\ieft rated  ^  from  ^U  ecclefidftical  pr;cferinents^ 
The  presbyterians  fuppprt^d  themfelv^s,  in  hopes, 
of  dcUveraofe  by  me^n^  of  thci .  Scots,  wbOj  e^* 
prefled  thenifelves  w^tjnly  ift  bjhajf ;  of  their  brc«, 
thren  in  England.  The  repaoj^ftraatCe  pf  the  gt*-: 
neral  affembly  -of  thjB  ,kirk  <rf  Scotland  was  ex-, 
preffed  in  ftrong  terms;  an4  charged  t^e  Engliffi 
parliament  with  the  mprder  of  the  king.  The^ 
{>arliament  of  England'  pufoli(hed  a  de^claracion^  com- 
plaining of  the  revolt  of  the.  Engliib  a^nd  Stotch 
presbyteriansi  and;  of  th?ir  taking  part  ykkli  thetti^ 
hecaufe  their  difcipHne  t  was  not '  rcGeiyed  as;  the 
exaft  (tandard  of  reforn[iation>  ;  .. 
,  During  thefe  difpute«  at  hpmg,  the  Scotch  torn- 
njiflioncrs  were  all  this  :  whilp  treating  with  the .. 
King  in  Holland,  ^aftd  infifting  on  hi?  fubfcribing, 
the  folemq  l^^^^e  and .  covenant,  and  receiving,  all . 
the  reft  of  fhe  Scotch  difcipHne;     Charles, -being; 
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Id  a  difagk-eeable  (icuatioa^  confented  to  do  all  that 
they  required,  and,  with  regard  to  England,  re- 
ferred himfelf  to  a  free  parliament.  The  King^s 
flnfwer  did  not  pleifc  the  Scotch  with  regard  to 
England,  bdcauie  the/  found  (bme  things  in  it, 
which  they  confidcred  sis  contrary  to  *  the  covenant. 
This  ^p\it  ^  ftop  to  the  proceeding  at  this  time. 

'The  presbyterians  in  London  aflembled  at  Zioa 
teileg(i  this  year,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  materials  for  pro(^ 
6f  the  divine  tight  of  presbyterian  church  govern- 
inent  j  which  were  cxamitied,  and  approved,  at  their' 
tbxt  meeting.  This  book  aflerts  that  thete  is- 
i  church  government  of  divjne  inflitution;  that 
the  civil  magiflrate  is  not  the  origin,  nor  head 
df  church .  government ;  that  •  the  government  of 
the  church  by  fynods  and  claffes,  is  the  govern- 
ment appointed  by  Chrift.  This  treatife  alfo  main- 
tains,' that  all  reparation  from  presbyterian  churches 
is  *fchifm ;  •  and  for  private  chriftians  fending  forth 
p»erfons  to  preach  and  to  adminifter  the  facrameuts, 
i$  itifuffcrable.  .  • 

The  parliament  did  all  they  <;ould  to  pleafc' 
them,  by  fccuring  the  clergy  in  their  livings;  and 
ai  laft,  by  an  ordinance,  declared  that  presbytery 
fhould  be  the  cftabliflicd  religion.  -  This  parlia- 
ment likewife  paffed  an  aft  for  propagating  the 
gofpel  in  Wales*,  and  another  for  promoting  its 
fttccefs  in:  Ireland.  The  univerfity  of  Dublin  was 
revived,  and  fet  upon  a  new  footing,  and  the 
moft  acceptable  Were;  fent  thither  to  giy  it  a  repu- 
tatiw :  to  each  of  which  two  hundrea  pounds  fa* 
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hafy  pfer  ?hmihs  were  aHo^rcd  oat  of  tKcBiihope 
riahds.     They  alfo  took  into  their  confideration  the 
Spreading  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians  on  th^ 
borders  of 'New  England,  and  granted  a  general ' 
coUeftion  over  England  for  that  purpofe,  and  ercc* 
ted  a  corporation  for  that  fervicc,  who  purchafed 
an  eftate  in.  land  of  between  four  and  five  hundred 
pounds  a  year,    .This  charter  was  afterwards  ren- 
dered void,  when  Kj&g  Charles  the  Second  wa^ 
reftored,   and  Colonel  Bedingfield,  a  Roman  Ca«- 
fhoiic,   feized  it  for  his  own   ufe,  pretending  he 
bad  fold  it  under  value.     The' fbciety  afterwards 
iblicited  the  King  for  a  new  charter,  which  .they 
obtained   through   tke  intereft  of  the  chancelloa 
TThe  parliament  could  not  ftop.  she  mouths  of .  the 
loyalifls,    and   the   difcontented  party  among  th$. 
presbyteriaas ;  both  the  pulpit  and  (he .  pcefs^  nx 
ged  with  fcandaly  and  fcarcely.  a  week  pa&d  bqi: 
there  were   libels   publifbed  againlt  the   govern^, 
inent.    It  was  at  laft  refolved  ro  Jay  a  fcvcre.fine 
ppon  all  offenders )    and  for  this  purpofe,   an  or** 
dinancc  was  publiflied,    that  >cvery   fuch  ofFendcff 
Ihould  be  'fined  ten  pounds,  or  fuffcr  forty  days 
imprifonment.    The  printer  of  €very  libel  was  ta 
be  fined  five  pounds,  and  the  printing  prefs  to  bo 
broken;    the   bookfeller  forty  (hillings;    and   the 
buyer  forty  {billings,  if  he  (hould  conceal  it.     No 
printing  preffes  were  to  be  allowed,   but  in  Lon- 
don and  the  two  univerfities.      All  printers  wero 
bid  under  obligatiqn  for  -  three  hundred  pounds^ 
not  to  print  any  pamphlet  againft  the  (late  witbr. 
#U;  licence; .  unl^fs  the  author's,  or  %bfi  U^encer'^ 
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icame  and  pliu:e  of  abode  \7as  prdbeed:  .  All  itnL 
rportcrs  of  fedicious  pamphlets,  are  to  forfeit  five 
ipoands  for  every  fuch  book  or  pamphlet.  No 
.books  were  allovtred  to .  be  lapded  at  any  other 
-port  bat  that  of  London,  and  to  be  viewed  by 
the  cdafler.  and  .wardens,  of  the  company  of  fia^ 
Jtioners.  .  This  ad  Was  to  continue,  for  two  years- 
The. pulpits  were  np  lefs  dangerous  than  the 
,prcfs;  the  clergy  in  their  ftrmons,  public  pray ers> 
and  fail  days,  kept  up  the  di0enltion$  of  the 
people.  The  words  usurpers  and  ufurpatioa 
3nrere  founded  in  the  ears  of  the  multitude,  ia 
order  to  inflame  their  minds  againft  the  parlia«- 
jncht.  The  governthent  thereforpj  by  an  ordi> 
xiance^  aboiiihed  all  the  niokhly  fafts  which  had 
^  \  fubfifted  for  feven  years,  and  hacl  in  a  great 
meafiire  been  Icept  up  for  ftrife  and  debate.  It 
may  be  obierved,  tha^  all.  the  civil  govecnmebts^ 
when  they  intend  to  ^  be  arbitrary,  <:onfider  it  as 
their  intereft  to  bring  over  the  clergy  to  their 
fide,  or  at  Ic^ft  to  reftraio  them  from  giviog[ 
them  trouble  and  moleftacion.  There  h  much  in 
the  ppwer  of  teachers :  '  they  niay  corrupt  thd 
fubje^,  or  they  way  ht  the  inftruments  of  r^i 
dering  them  faith fuj  tci  the  government,  and  gooc^ 
members  of  ibciety:  It  is  obfervable,  that  ini 
ihofe  tipfies  there  teas  an  outward  appearance  ol 
ierioufnefs  among  the  people,  both  in  town  aD4 
foantry;  the  presbyterian  miniftcrs  ^ere  indefa* 
.tigable  in  inilru6^ing  the  people,  and  in  peir^ 
forming  e^xry  branch  of  their  duty.  The  whole 
'  body   of  the   nation   was   greatly    civilized,   and 

much 
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toQch  imprtnred  id  knowledge ;  but*  chert  wns  :a 
dreadful  caft  of '  hypocrify  in  the  humour  of 
tbofe  times*.  Religion  tSiras  too  often  made  a*  cover 
for  other  deiigns,  and  each  party  tried  to  outd# 
another  in  the  arts  of  dlifimulation  and' cunning. 
It  is  generally  the  cafe,  when  men 'ha?c  long  proi 
fefled  religion  in  a  mingled  ftate  with  the  world, 
chat  they  make  religido '  rather  conform  to  rheir 
temporal  intereft,  ^  than  ftpport  the  diftinAroa 
which  ought,  to  i)e  kept  xip  between  the  two  in« 
fcrcfts.-  '•    '    ' 

-This  year  the  Marquis  of  Montrofe  WAg  ' 
taken  h  Scotland,  tried  and  ^xecutecl.  —  > 
He  had  b«en  zealous  for  King  Charles,  and  fup^ 
ported  his  baufe  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  powen 
His  focceffes  were  hurtful  to  his  mafter,  aiidliad 
a  very  bad  'effed  upon  him;  for  he  believed^ that 
Montrt)fe  could  do  a  great  deal  more  thai'  \i^$ 
\n  his  pbwer,  and  for  that  r^f<>n  broke: uffthd 
treaty  of  Uxbridge.  Mofltrofc  received  fcvi^re 
meafure  from  the  covenanters,  who  took  off  his 
head  and  mangled  his  body.  He  behaved  with 
great  fortitude,  ahd  died  Hkre  a  hero:  from  his 
^nanner  of  behaviour  ar  his  death  it  appears  ma- 
nifeft,  that  fuffering  for  a  caufe  is  not  a!  trud 
proof  of  its  orthodoxy;  few  of  the  martyrs  who 
are  Mfolled  in  the  lift  of  iaints  fuffered  with 
.more  compolure,  and  died  with  more  refignatioo 
than  Montrofe.  He  died  a  facrifice  to.  the  rct 
vcnge  of  the  covenanters,  who  held  an'  old 
grudge  againft  him  for  his  adherence  to  *  King 
Charles  aad  his  party.  He  had  fworn  the  co^c» 
'  oants. 
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f)aA(s«  ^  iL  teft  for  preferment,  i^  many  others 
had/done^  which  was  brought  againft  him  as  an 
•irrtrclcfof  accufation.  Whatever  his  principles  were, 
iie  war ra ! bn^e  man,  and  deferved  a  better, fare. 

Charles  the  Second  was  at  this  time  in  treaty 
mkh  the  Scots  covenanters;  his  circniuftance  o* 
jUiged  blm  to  cotiiaeal  his  refentment  for.  the 
^eatfa  of  MontFofe,  and  fubmit  to  conditions  which 
Jde  was  not  inclined  to.  :  The  .  conditions  which 
the  cScota;  inquired  *ere,  :(i)  That,  all  excommu^ 
.  -'  Bleated  perfcKis  (hould  be  forbidden  the .  court. 
(2)  That  the  King,  by  bis  folemn  oatfr,  -  and  un- 
der his.  hand  fcal,  declarie.  his  allowance  of  the 
CQYedint.  (3)  T^at  he  confirm  thofe  s£ts  of  par- 
liament which  enjoin  the  covenant;  that  he  efta? 
bltfli' the  presbyteriitn  rworjbip  and  difcipline,  aind 
fwear  never  to  oppdfe  ibr  endeavour  to  altfer  them. 
(4)  Th^t  all  dvil  matters  be  determined  by  par- 
Kametit;  ami  all  ecclefiaftical  affairs  by  the  kirk« 
(5)'Th&t  his  Majefty  ratify  all  that  has  been 
done  in: the  parliaipent  of  Scotland  io  foQie  late 
feifions,  and  fign  the  covenant  upon  hii^  ^r^ival 
in  that .  kingdom  if  the  kirk  defire  it. 

Charles  arrived  on.  the  twenty- third. of.  June; 
but  before  he  landed,-  the  compaifEonerS:  iofifted ' 
upon  his  figning  the  covenant,  and  pardog  with 
his  old  counfellors,  which .  he  agreed  to,  and , 
was  conduced  by  the  way  of  Aberdeen  and  St 
Andrews,  to  his  houfe  at  Falkland :  on  the  ele- 
Tenth  of  July  he  was  proclaimed  King  at  the 
croia  of  Edinburgh,  but  the  ceremony  of  his  or^ 
dioation  was  put  off  tilL  the   begmning  of  next 
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year.  The  commonwealth  of  Enghmd  war  atl  iKftV 
while  preparing  for  a  war,  which  they  coniiderci 
as  unavoidable;  and  becaufe  General  Fairfax  re<» 
fufed  to  z&  againift  the  Scots,  hh  commiiBon  wai 
immediately  given  ttf  Oliver  Cromwel,  With  thd 
title  of  Captain  General  of  all  the  forces  raifed 
or  to  be  raifed  by  authority  of  parliament; 
within  the  commonwealth  of  England.  Cr6mwe! 
had  none  of  thofe  fcruples  which  pbflfeffed 
Fairfax;  he  was  neither  a  lover  of  the  tovc4 
nanters,  nor  the  difcipline  of  presbytery;  hd 
loved  to  raife  his  own  charader,  and  knew  what 
was  neceflary  to  anfwer  that  end.  Three  day* 
after  he  received  his  commiffion  he  marched  •  witlt 
eleven  thoufand  foot  and  five  thoufand  hbrfc  to- 
wards the  borders  of  Scotland ;  for  he  would 
not  wait  till  the  Scots  invaded  England,  but  warf 
refolyed  to  carry  the  war  into  their  own  countryi 
The  Scots  complained  that  this  was  a  breach  of 
the  late  pacification  which  had  been  agreed  t^ 
between  them,  and  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  co- 
venant :  but  they  were  anfwered  by  the  common*? 
wealth,  that  they  had'  already  broken  it  by  their 
treaty  with  Charles  Stuart,  Whom  they  had  rc-^ 
ceived  as  their  King,  and  had  promifed  to  afii^ 
in  recovering  the  crown  of  England. 
'  If  the  Scots  promifed  to  affift  Chatles  to  re** 
cover  the  crown  of.  England;  it  was  much  the' 
fame  thing  as  declaring  war,  acid  therefore  the'' 
Englilh  had  an  undoubted '  right  to  p'urfue  what 
meafures  they  thought*  befi:  in  fupporting  their i 
own  caufe.    The  Scots,  on  the  other  hsindj  -had* 
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0  tindoliixed  a  right  tp  receive  Charles  as  their 
foveretgD>  and'  to  fupporr  him  on  the  throne  of 
Scbtland;  btit  in  cafes  of  this  fort,  there  art 
frequently  errors  on  both  fides.  Cromwcl  paffed 
the  Tweed  in  the  ifionth  of  July,  and  marched 
towards  Edinburgh  \(rithout  opppfition;  for  all 
the  country  people  had  fled  for  fear  ,of  his  name, 
t^hich  was  a  terror  to  them.  The  reports  of 
his  cruelty  in  Ireland  had  been  fpread  abroad 
every  where,  and  all  .nien  believed  he  would  kill ' 
every  perfoa  he  met  in  his  way. 

The  Scots  had  carried  away  all  prpvifion,  or 
^eftroyed  them^  to  prevent  the  fubfiftence  of  his 
^rmy,^  which  was  fupplied  with  provifions  from 
the  feai  but  Cromwel  having  made  a  proclamd'n 
tion  that  ho  perfons  ihould  be  difturbed  in  theif 
^wellmgs  who  did  not  carry  arms^  the  peopk 
took  courage  and  returned  home!. 

I'he  Scots  anny  was  under   the  command   of 
Oeneral  Lefsly^   who  held  on  the  defenfive,  and 
watched  the  •  motions  of  Cromwel  all  the  month 
of  Auguft.     The  Scots  were  entrenched  withia 
fix  miles  of  Edinburgh,  to  the  number  of  Hz  and 
twenty  or  eight  and   twenty  thoufand  of  as  fine 
men  as  ever  Scotland  had  feen.    Cromwel  did  all 
that  was  in  his  power  to  bring  them  to  an  en- 
gagement,   till  by  the  fall  of  rain  and  bad    wea^ 
ther  he  was  forced  to  retreat  to  Dunbar,  and  was, 
reduced  to  the  grearefl^ftraits,    and  had  nothing 
left  for  him  but  either  to  conquer  or  die.    The  ' 
Scots  army  was  encamped  on  Down  Hill,   a  lit* 
tS^c  to^  the  fottth*weft  from  Dunbar,   in  fuch  a 
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fimaiion  that  the  Englifh  could  not  ^tack  tbem 
Ssrithoiit  certain  ruin  and  djcftruftion.  Cromwel's 
.ntcndon  was  to  embark  the  foot,  and  retire  with 
the  horfe  4nto  England,  for  his  army  was  now 
dimifiiihed  19  eleren  or  twelve  chonfand  men.  ' 

The  Scots  being  informed  of  CromwePs  rcfo* 
lution,  imagined  that  the  Engliih  were  feized  with 
terror-  at  the  approach  of  their  army,   and  that 
it  was  now  a  proper  opportunity  to  engage  them. 
LefsJy,   who  knew  the  djarafter  of  the  Engliih 
army»  and  the  capacity  of  their  leader,    was  of  a 
diiferent  opinion ;    he   knew   that  old  tried  vetfi* 
rans,  in  a  regular  engagement,  were  qualified  to 
%ht   .three  .tim^s    their    own    number   of   raw 
forces,  which  had  neyer  feen  a  battle,   and  were 
not  perfeAly  acquainted  with'  military    difcipline. 
The  Scots  army  was  compofed  of  fine  men,  buc 
they  had   been  fuddeniy  raiied,  and  were  unac« 
quamced  with  wan:  Cromwels  army  had  been  wub 
him  in  feveral  deiperate^engagementsi    and  knew 
|iow   R>  make '  the    moft   of  every   opportunity. 
Almofl;  ail  the  fpldiers  in  the  EngliQi  army  were 
fit  (o   be   officers  themfelves,   and  pofle&d  of  a 
dcfperate  enthufi^fm,  which  made  them  regardlefs 
of  deaths    The  ibkliers  in  the  Scots  army  were 
not  fo  eUtfaufiaflic^  and  had  not  the  like  experi** 
ence  in  war :   The  clergy  in  then:  camp  puflied 
them  on  to  fight,  afiuring  them  of  vidory  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord^  pretending  that  the  Almighty 
had  heard  their   prayers    the  night   before   the 
battle.    Lefsly^s   opinion  was   not   regarded;    the 
clamour  of  the   enthufiaftic  clergy  in   the  camp 
.  Vol.  III.  R  r  had 
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had  more  weight  with  the  reft  of  the  officers 
than  the  advice  of  the  General.  In  thdfe  daya 
the  clergy  pretended  to  prophecy,  and  the  peo- 
ple gave  too  much  heed  to  the  wild  vagaries  of 
thqfe  enthufiaftic  levites.  Through  their  pe'ifua-* 
Hon  the  Scots  were  fully  determined  to  fight  the 
En^lifli,  and  for  this  intent  began  to  leave  their 
camp,  and 'come  down  from  Down  HiH.  Cromwel, 
who  knew  his  own  advantage  as  well  as  any  man 
fince  his  time,'  by  the'v  afliftance  of  a  fpy  glafs 
perteived  the  niotions  of  the  Scots  army  as-  they 
came  down  from  the  hill,  and  {hrcwdly  conjee- 
turfed  what  the  ifliie  of  the  engagement  would*  be. 
He  retired  to  prayer,  and  then*  came  out  and  af- 
fured  the  army  that' the  Lorcf  had' informed!  him, 
that  he  yould  deliver  the  Seots  into  their  handSr 
He  immediately  called  the  officers  •  to  ^  prayers, 
and  faid,  that  he  found  fuch*  atk  Jnwird  com- 
pofure  of  ra^nd^  as  fully  affured  him  of  victory; 
The  Scots  minifters  affirmed  as  Confidently,  Aac 
the  Ahni^hty-had  aflured  them' thtft' the  EngTffli 
fhould  be  delivered  into '  the  hands  bt  the  Scots, 
and  endeavoureid  to  infpire  the  ^whole'  attfiy^Witfe 
this  pcrfuafion.  It  is  not  c^fy  to '  determine .' at 
this  diftance  of  time  what  were  thcfe  rules  hf 
which  thofe  cnthufiafts  inferred  that  God  fhould 
be  on  their  fide,  when  they  had  no  exprefe  re- 
velation which  cQuld  be  fubmttted  to  the  exami- 
nation of  others-  The  event  declared,  that  one  of 
the  revelations  Vas  falfe  and  fpuflous.  Lefsly 
was  ftill  for  delaying '  battle,  but  Cromwel  early 
in  the  morning  attacked  the  Scots*    and,  beat  off 
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dieir  guards :  the  night  before  was  rainy^  and  che 
Scots  had  negle^led.  to  take  care  of  their  firelocks 
.Cromwel  had  been  peculiarly  diligent  to  command 
his  men  to  keep  their  arms  in  proper  order. 
'When  the  battle  began,  very  few  of  the  fire  arms 
in  the  Scots  army  Were  of  any  fervice.  Three 
regiments  of  Scots  infantry  fought  till  they  were 
all  cut  to  pieces,  without  attempting  to  fly. 
The  reft  fled,  and  left  an  eafy  vidlory  to  the 
Engliflu  , According  to  fome  hiftorians,  the  Scots 
loft  threp '  tboufatid  men,  beiides  feven  or  eight 
thoufand. .  prifoners,  -  with  twenty-feven  pieces  of 
cannon;  and  the  Engliih  only  loft  three  hundred. 
This  is  not  probable;  for  though  the  Scots  were 
defeated,  yet  as.  the  battle  continued  for  fome 
time,  and  many  brave  men  among  the  Scots  en-^ 
deavoured  to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  they  could, 
i^  is  not  very  probable  that  the  lofs  of  the  Eng^ 
lifh  could  be  fo  fmall. 

This  battle  determined  the.  fate  of  Scotland; 
for  the  whole  nation  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh,  and  Cromwel  did  what  he  pleafed.  The 
town  and"  caftle  of  Edinburgh  fell  into  his  hands, 
with  almoft  all  the  fortrejOTes  in  the  nation.  The 
clergy  at  this  time  were  the  ruin  of  Scotland  j 
for  they  interfered  with  all  matters,  both  civil  and 
religious :  the  minds  oiF  the  populace  were  fafcinated 
by  their  wild  ravings  from  the  pulpit,  which 
breathed  nothing  exCcpt  a  jumble  of  politics  and 
falfc  religion.  It  \yas  ufual  in  thofe  days  for 
preachers  to  fcold  the  civil  government  from  the 
pulpits,   and  to  exhort  their  hearers  to  war  and 
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rebellion.  Inftead  of  obeying  the  powers  vifhidi 
were  fct  up  by  the  Almighty,  they  i^oiild  ac* 
knowledge  no  government  but  ftcli  9$  n»fntafn^ 
the  folemn  league  and  covenant.  Such  were  theit 
ideas  of  civil  and  religious  matten,  that  they 
blended  them  together  m  a  fyftem  fomething  like 
that  of  the  Jews,  and  wanted  to  have  the  coer« 
civ^  power  of  the  magiftrate  to  mforce  all  their 
religious  opinions.  Death  itfelf  was  thought  lit- 
tle enough  for  fome  heretical  fentiment|»,  and  the 
clergy  from  the  pulpits  called  loudly  for  the  af- 
jGftance  of  the  civil  powers  to  pufli&  the  contu« 
xnacious  and  obftinate. 

After  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  the  dergy  devifed 
a  ftrange  expedient  to  apoibgrze  for  their  falfe 
prophecies,  concerning  the  defeat  of  the  Englifh 
army:  the  realbn  why  the  Scots  had  met  with 
fuch  an  unlucky  defeat,  they  faid,  was  owing  «> 
their  receiving  the  King,  before  be  had  confefled 
his  fins,  and  thofe  of  his  father;  hence  they 
transferred  their  own  mifi;nanagement  on  a  perfon 
who  was  not  prefeut  at  the  battle,  and  who  had 
fid  ihare  in  their  councils  on  Down  Hill;  But 
all  that  had  happ^ed  was  confidered  as  a  judg« 
ment  upon  the  nation  for  the  King  and  his  no- 
bility breaking  the  covenant;  they  never  thought 
that  making  and  impofing  an  unlawful  oath  -upw 
others,  on  fevere  penalties,  was  as  great  a  crime 
in  itfelf  as  the  breaking  of  it  was.  But  zealous 
cnthufiafts  can  eafily  perceive  the  fins  of  others  with* 
out  taking  the  Iea(l  notice  of  their  own  abomi* 
mtious ;  and  *  nothing  is  more  common   in   the 
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Vorld)  tfaoq .  to  find  peiibns  of  ibis  temper  oC 
Bdnd^  who  sever  confider  any  thing  a  crime  but 
what  is  agsdnft  either  their  awn  creed,,  or  private 
iQtereft.  They  imagine  that  the  Lord  virill  nev^ 
biefs  thofe  whom  they  think  deferVe  to  be  carfed^ 
rad  conceive^  that  ao  good  can  be  dose  by  any 
bat  fach  as  are  conformed  to  either  then-  ihte* 
left  or  fentiments. 

Two  parties  arofe  at  this  time  in  Scotland  cal* 
fed  the  Refolucioners,  and  the  ProteOrers;  the  firft 
were  fo  called  for  agreeing  with  the  refolution  of 
parUameoty  for  receiving  into  the  •army  fuch  per-^ 
fons  as  profefled  their  ibrrow  for  departing  from 
the  intention  c^  the  covenant;  and  the  fecond 
received  their  charaAer  for  protefting  againft  that 
refoiution  till  fufficient  proof  was  had  of  the  frn* 
cerity  of  their  repentance.  The  latter  were  the 
moil  numerous  among  the  lower  ranks  of  peo* 
pie;  and  the  general  voice  of  the  nation  at  this 
time  was  in  favour  of  the  protcftors.  Five  We(^ 
tern  counties  joined  with  the  proteftors^  and  en- 
tered into  an  aflbciation  to  fupport  their  caufe; 
they  publifhed  a  remonftrance^  which  was  voted 
feditious  by  the  parliament.  This  did  not  hin* 
der  fome  perfons  of  charafter  to  join  with  them, 
for  Straughan  and  Ker  went  over  to  their  fide. 
They  were  men  of  warm  paifions,  and  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  covenants,  and  the  Scots  work  of 
reformation;  they  therefore  zealoufly  fupported 
the  proteftors,  and  oppofed  the  court.  The  par- 
liament of  Scotland,  in  forming  this  refoiution^ 
went  contrary   to  the   voice  of  the  nation;    for 

had 
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had  they  confuked  their  conftimeots^  this  refolu* 
cion  had  never  been.pafled.  It  is  an  error  in  the 
confHturion  of  a  nation,  that  the  members  of  par- 
liament as  foon  as  they  are  aflembled,  receive 
no  inftra6tioDS-from  their  confticuents,  nor  reckoti 
themfelves  oUiged  to  mind  the  opinion  of  their 
eledors.  The  moment  they  are  met  they  be- 
come fovereigns  of  thofe  by  whom  they  were  cho- 
fen,  and  fix  upon  a  nation  their  own  deciiions 
for  thofe  of  the  public,  though  they  are  never 
fo  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the  people  they 
reprefent.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  fome  method  fhould 
be  contrived  to  reftrain  the  power  of  thofe  who 
are  intended  to  reprefent  a  nation,  by  having  their 
obligation  not  to  pafs  any  determinations  which  are 
contrary  to  the  general  opinion  and  voice  of  their 
conftituents.  It  is  notliing  lefs  than  a  faKhood 
publiflied  by  authority,  to*declare,  that  laws  are 
made  by  the  confeut  of  ^  a  nation,  when  more  than  i 

nine  out  of  ten  never  know  any  thing  concern- 
ing them  till  once  they  are  impofed  upon  them« 
Upon  Cromwers  approach  to  Ediiiburgh,  the 
clergy  fled,  fome  to  the  caftle,  and  others  to 
Sterling,  and  carried  their  effefls  along  with  them, 
Cromwel,  to  deliver  them  from  their  panic,  fent 
a  trumpet  to  the  caftle,  to  affure  the  governor, 
that  the  minifters  might  return  to  their  churches 
and  preach  without  any  didurbance  from  him; 
for  he  had  no  quarrel  with  the  nation  of  Scot-  ^ 

land  on  account  of  religion.    The  minifters    re- 
plied, *•  That  having  no  fecurity  for  their  perfons,  ^ 
<^  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  referve  thcmfckes 
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^'for  better  times.^'  In  return  to  tWs  the  Gene- 
ral wrote  to  the  governor^  ^  I'hat  bis  kindnefs 
**  to'  the  niinifters  in  th«  cattle  was  oflferfed  with- 
"  out  any  Fraudulent  intention:  that  if  their  ma- 
^*  ftcr^s  fcrvicc  was  their  principal  concern,  they 
^.  would  not  be  fo  exccifitely  afraid  of  their  fuf- 
"  ftring'  for  him :  that  thefc  divines  had  mifre- 
"  prefented  the  conduft'  of*  his  party  in  England 
"  and  Ireland,  for  no  man  was  difturbed  In  cither 
*' of  thcfe  nations  for  preaching  the:  gofpel,  nor 
^  has  any  minifter  beeq  molefted  in  Scotland  fince 
'*  the  army  came  thither.  Speaking  truth  becomes 
*'  the  minifters  of  Chrifli,  but  when  miniftcrs  pre- 
**  teild  to  a  glorious  -  reformation,  and  lay  the 
"  foundation  thereof  in  getting  power  to  them- 
^*  felfes,  and  can  *  make  worldly  mixtures  to  ac- 
•'  complifti  the  fame,  fuch  as  the  late  agreement 
^  with  the  King,  they  may  know  that  the 
''Zion  prdmifed  is  hot  to  be  built  wii^h  .untem- 
**  pered  niortar:  and  for  the  unjuflinVafion  they 
'*(the  minifters)  mention,  time  was  when  an  army 
"  out*  of  ^Scotland  came  into  England -not  called 
**  by  the  '  fiipreme  authority.  We  have  faid  in 
^'  our  papers  with  what  hearts  and  upon  what 
"account  we  camcj,  arid  the  Lord  has  heard  us 
*•  though  you  would  hot,  upon  as  folemn  an  ap* 
*'  peal  as  any  expcrichce  can  parallel.  I  have  no- 
**  thing  to  fay   to  you,    but  that  I  am, 

**  Sir;  your  humble  iervant/ 
-     «  O.  CROMWEL.'' 
The    minifters,   in   their   reply,  to'  this   letter, 
bbjcflcd  to  Cromwel)  -  **  That  he  had  opened « the 
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^  pulpit  door  to  an  iatraders!,  by  which  means  t 
^  flood  of  errors  had  broken  in  upon  the  nation/' 
To  this  he  returned  anfwer^   ^^  We   lode    upon 
*^  mtnifters    as  helpers  of  and  not  lords    of  the 
^^  faith  of  the  people ;    I  appeal  to  their  eonfci* 
^'  eoeeS)   whether  any  denying  of  their  doArine        I 
^  or  diflenting  frQoi  it^    will  not  inqir  the  cen* 
^' fure  of  a  Secretary;   and   what   is  this  but   to 
'^  deny  chriftians  their  liberty^  and  afliwie  the  in« 
'^  fallible   chair."     He   aiked  the  Sopts  mintfters 
where  they  found  in  fcripture  that  preaching  was 
c<mfined  to  men  of  their  funAion^  and  affirmed^ 
that  n  Was  only   an  inftitntion^  of  men  with  re* 
{p^  to  order,  but  that  thofe  who  had  no  other 
authority  had  none  at  all. 

The  difpute  between  the  Scots  minifters  and 
Cromwel,  was  carried  with  fome  degree  of  de* 
cency,  and  both  parties  held  ftedfaftly  to  their 
own  opinions.  Cromwel  was  an  acute  antagonift 
in  polemical  divinity,  as  well  as  an  adroit  General ; 
he  knew  hpw  to  handle  an  argument  as  weU  as 
to  draw  a  fword;  and  it  muft  be  alkiwed  by  all 
impartial  perfons^  that  he  had  the  better  of  the 
divines  in  feveral  particulars. 

It  is  eafy  to  perceive,  from  the  correfpondence 
between  Cromwel  and  the  Scots  divines,  what 
inhere  the  leading  principles  of  the  diflferent  parti- 
sans at  this  time.  The  Scots  were  zealous  for  the 
folemn  league  and  covenant,  and  the  Englifh  for  j 
liberty  of  confcience;  the  latter,  after  appealing  to 
the  Almighty  by  folemn  prayer  and  fuppUcation 
with  refpe£^  to  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe^  retted 
^  its 
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To  confirm  the  government^  the  parliament 
took  away  all  the  penal  ftapites  for  religion^  and 
opened  a  door  for  all  to  retiurn  to  the  church 
.i;(fho  would  take  the  oaths  to  the  government^ 
without  any  regard  to  their  religious  principle^ 
This  was  what  had  never  been  grabted  befor^ 
under  the  government  of  either  the  ^pifcopalians 
or  presby terians ;  which  (hews,  whate^^er  might  be 
the  errors  of  the  prefent  government^  that  the 
leaders  therein  were  not  inclined  to  periccute 
men  for  confcicnce  fake.  . 

The  pa^-liament  next  proceeded  ^o-  fupprefs  .  a|l 
forts  of  vice  and  immorality :  inceit  and  adultery 
were  made  felony;  fornijcation  wa9  puniihed  with 
three  niolaths  impriiontoent^  a)|d  tbe,  fecond  o& 
fence  made  felony  without  ham&t.qS  tl^e  clergy. 
Severe  fines  were  impofed  upon  iw^arersi  and  ac* 
cording  to  the  quality  of  the  trapfgreflbr  the 
fine  was  encreafed  in  proportion. '  A  pobleman 
conviAed  of  fwearing.by  tWo  wictie^es^  was  fincjd 
thirty  (hillings;  a  baronet  or  ^kuis^t^  tijrepty;  .a 
cfquire,  ten;  and  a  gentleman,  fix  killings  aod 
cight^pcnce;  all  inferior  perfops-WjCre. fined  chrtfc 
ihillings  and  four-pence.  For  the;  fecond  offence 
they  were  to  pay  double,  each  ac<^niipg  to  d^ejr 
quality;  and  for  the  tenth,  were  to;  b^  j;udged 
'  common  fwearer^,  and ,  to  be  boupd.  over*  tp  (l^eir 
good  behaviour  fdr  fix  years* .  Wop^en  were  pu- 
nilhed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  rhofe  w1k>i  were 
married  were  .fined  aiicoiiding  tp  il^,  quality , ^f 
their  husbands.  '  .-  %  , . 

This  parliament,  though  they  had  dedarc4  not 

to 


<    3*3    ) 

CO  interfere  with  religion,  yet  proceeded  to  make 
an  ordinance  agsunft  biafphemous  opinions^  vrhicfi 
£bew  how  hard  it  is. for"  men  in  power  to  conti- 
nue confident,  4iad  keep  within  proper  bounds- 
Some  of  thofe  opinions,  which  they  accounted 
biafphemous,  have  feldom  at  any  time  CTcr  exiAed 
^taong  people,  whb  poffefled  the  right  ufe  of  their 
Teafon;  fuch  as  the  maintaining  that  any  mere 
creature  is  God;  this  was  one  of  thofe  opinions 
which  the  ordinance  was  directed  againft.  Among 
other  ordinances  for  fupporting  religion  and  de« 
cency,  the  parliament  pafled  one  for  the  &nSt 
bbfcFvation  of  the  Lord's  day;  this  was  particu- 
larly (lri£l  and  exprefs.  All  goods  cried  upon  the 
iabbath-day  were  to  be'  feized ;  every  waggoner 
Who  was  found  travelling  on  a  Sunday  was  to  be 
fined'ten  (hillings ; ~ all  peribns  who  travelled  in 
boats,  on  horfeback,  or  in  coaches,  on  a  Sunday, 
unlds  they  were  travelling  to  church,  were  fined 
ten  killings.  The  like  penalty  for  being  in  a 
tavern.  If  a  juftice  of  the  peace  was  found  neg^ 
ligent  in  his  duty,  he  was  fined  five  pounds. 
This  was  a  part  of  the  parliament's  proceedings 
with  regard  to  reformation  of  manners.  It  wouU 
appear  very  ftrift  in  the  prefent  age  to  have  fuch 
ordinances  put  in  CKCCution,  and  fuch  a  propofal 
in  parliament  would  find  few  members  to  fuppore 
it ;  it  would  more  probably  give  occafion  to  ri* 
dicule  and  laughter  among  the  fenators  of  the 
nation,  than  meet  with  encouragement  from  the 
prefent  pious  reprcfentatives  of  this  iiland. 

Ss  2  i6^u 
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g  This    year    Charles    the    Second    was 

^  *  ^  crowned  by  the  Scots ;  the  ceremony  was 
performed  at  Scone  on  new  year's  day,  witK  as 
much  magnificence  as  the  prefent  circmnftances 
of  that  nation  would  admit  of.  His  Majeily  wds 
obliged  to  fwear  the  folemn  league  and  cover 
nanty  and  alfo  to  fign  a  declaration,  wherein 
he  acknowledged  all  his  father's  fins^  and  expref* 
fed  a  deep  concern  for  his  own  bad  education; 
he  confeiTcd  that  all  his  former  courfe  of  life 
had  been  fpent  in  enmity  againft  God,  and  de* 
clared  his  forrow  for  the  commilEon  which  he  had 
granted  to.  the  Earl  of  Montrofe^ 

This  was  a  piece  of  ilrange  preyarication  and 
hypocriiy;  for  Charks  did  qot  .believe  one  word 
he  faid  in  this  whole  traojfadion.  Cromwel  has 
been  charaSerized  by  feveral  biftorians  as  a  greac 
hypocrite  aqd  diiTembler;  but  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life  does  not  afford,  fucb  an  inflance  of  dif- 
fimulation  as  this  which  Charles  ^  was  guilty  of* 
He  purchafcd  his  crown  exceedingly  dear  when 
he  e:^preffed  himtelf  in  thefe  awful  words,  By  the 
Eternal  and  .Almighty  God,  who  liveth  and  reign-* 
eth  for  ever,  I  will  ohferve  all  that  is .  contained 
in  this ,  covenant.  Th^  Septs  were  certainly  wrong 
in '  impoiing  the  covenant  on  the  .  young-  King ; 
but  his  Majefty  wa^  no  lefs  guilty  to .  trample 
upon  all  the  ties  of  religion  and  .  fociety :  bat 
Charles  Auck  at  nothing  when  he  had  a  kingdom 
in  bis  eye.  He  complied  with  the  hardeft  rigours 
of  the  Scots  difcipline,  and  heard  many  fermons 
and  prayers,  of  a  very  great  length,  which  were 
no  way  agreeable  to  kis  difpofition.      This  farce 
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was  carried  on  I^emeen  Qiarles  and  the 
Presbyterians  in  Scotland^  ihews  what  lengths  men 
will  g<^  through  the  influence  of  i>arty  or  pri- 
?iate  intereft,  contrary  to  ail  tl^e  principles  of  re? 
Kgion  and  morality. 

Chriftophcr  Love,  a  presbyterian  divine  of  great  V^ 
eminence,  was  brought  to  his  trial  this  year,  on 
account  of  a  plot,  which  it  was  .  alledged  the 
presbyterians  had  fet  on  foc^  againft  the  govern- 
ment. This  plot  confiftcd  of  a  correfpondencc 
which  a  number  of  the  presbyterians  had  kept 
up  with  King  Charles  in  his  exile,  promifing  to 
aflifl;  him,  provided  he  would  return  to  England* 
Mr  Love  was  coofldered  as  a  ringleader  c^  the 
party,  and  it  was  agreed  to  make  an  example  of 
him  and  Mr  Gibbons.  Mr  Love  was  charged 
with  high  treafon :  *^  That  he  had  at  feveral 
'^  times,  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
'^  and  forty-nine,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
^  fifty,  and ,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty^ 
**  one^  and  in  feveral  places,  he,  wi?h  feveral  o- 
♦*  ther  perfons  who  are  mentioned  in  the  indift- 
^^  ment,  had  malicioufly  combined  and  contrived 
*^  to  raife  forces  againft  the  prefent  government. 
^^  —That  they  had  declared  and  publiihed  Charles 
^^  Stuart,  eldeft  fpn  of  the  late  King,  to  be  King 
<^  of  England,  without  confpnt  of  parliament. — 
^^  That  they  had  aided  the  Scots  to  invade  this 
*[  commonwiealth.'— That  the.  faid  Chriftopher  Iiove, 
^'  at  divers  times,  between  ..the  .twenty-ninth  of 
^<  March^  one  thoufand  fix .  hundred  and  fifty, 
^^  and  the  firH .  of  June,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
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^^ fifty-one/ at  London,  and  at  other  places,  had 
^  traitorottily  and  maliciouliy  maintained'  corfdT- 
'^  pondence  and  intelligence,  hj  letters  and 
<^  roeflkges,  vith  Charles  Stuart^  fon  oF  the  late 
'^King,  and  with  the  Qnecn  his  mother,  and  with 
*«  fundry  of  his ,  council.— -That  he  did  likewife 
*•  hold  correfpondence  with  divers  of  the  Scots 
^^  nation,  and  had  affifted  them  with  money,  arins, 
^  and  other  fupplies  in  the  prcfcnt  war,  as  well 
^  as  Colonel  Titus,  and  others  of  the  Englifli  na^ 
'^  tion  in  confederacy  with  them,  to  the  hazard 
<*  of  the  public  peace,  and  in  breach  of  the  laws 
«  of  the  land/' 

Mr  Love  pleaded  not  guilty. — ^But  it  appeared 
by  the  evidence  of  the  witneffes  which  were 
brought  to  prove  the  U&s,  that  Mr  Love  was 
guilty  of  the  matters  charged  againft  him.  He 
iwras  therefore  condeomcd  to  fuflfer  death.  The 
parliament,  or  tl^e  managers  of  the  trial,  did  not 
accufe  Mr  Loye  on  accqunt  of  his  differing  from 
tHem  in  religious  principles,  but  for  meddling 
with  matters  of  ftar^,  and  endeavouring  to  un- 
dermine the  coipmonwealth.  The  court  that  tried 
him  wasy  perhaps,  not  a  legal  judicature,  accord- 
ing to  the  conftit\itioa  of  Englatid;  in  this  cafe 
his  death  was  murder,  according;  to  the  lawT  of 
the  conftitutlon;  but  his  intermeddliqg  with  ftatc 
affairs  Was  j!iconfiftei;it  witl>  ^lis  ch^pL&tr  as  a  mi- 
iiifter  of  thp'  gofpcl.  In  thofe  tiriie^  it  was  im- 
foffible  to*  keep  the  clergy  fronf  interfferirig  with 
matters  of  ftite ;  fpr  Ifoth  in"  their  fermcns,  and 
other  difcipurXcs,  they  endeavoured  to  inflame  the 

people 


;(   327  ;) 

peqple  againit  that  fide  which  .was  ;d{>|)ofite  to  their 
fentiments  or  private  intcr/sft.    *  .     .  *  * 

Mr  Lpve  behaved  with'  too  nludi  freedom  and 
boldneis:  he  valued  hiihfelf  upon  bi^  facred  cha- 
racier,  whjch  (he  court  did  not  much  regard: 
he  objedjsdf  to  tcichX  gf  the  witneiTeSy  as  being 
forced  into  the  fervice.  to  fave  their  lives:  in 
condufion.  he  confefled'^tliat  there  had  been  fe- 
vera!  meetings  ^of  the  perlons  mentioned  at  hh 
haufe,  an4  that  a  commiffion  was  read,  but  that 
he  diflentcd  frpra  ,it.  He  acknowledged  iunher, 
that  he  wast  prefent  at  ttie  reding  of  Jcitcrs,  or 
fome  part  of  them  }^  biit  ^faid,  tliat  he  "was  igno- 
.rant  of  the  danger  he  was  in^  and  now  laid  him- 
felf  at  the  feet  of  the*  ccjurt  for  mercy.  He 
faid  ieveral  thing?  to  move  the  ccoirt' to  have 
mercjr  i^n,  him,  but  they  had  no  cffeff;  for 
Sentence,  of  death  was  .pronounced  agaihft  him 
AS  a  traitor.  Great  interce^ods  were'  made  for 
jhis  life,  both  by  his .  friends  and  his  wife ;  and 
the  liimielf  prefented  a  petition '  to  have  the.  fed- 
'^tence  changed  into  bani£ment ;  but  th<  commbn- 
Ve^iU-h,  ^M  Ppw  greatly.  embarraAcd,:  b^  King 
.Charles^  hayiog.^ entered.  England  .at  the  head  '6f 
iQxteen  thqu^and  iScots,^  it  was  thought  neceflajry 
,X0  ma|&c  fome  example  in  terrorem.  Ap^licaticm 
Iwas  made  to  Cromwel  for  IVIr  Love,  but,  it  i^  fdid, 
]hc  refuted  to  interfere;  pthers  aflEirm,  thatCroitrwcl 
W|^  Wiliic^gJ  to .  faVe  Mr  Love,  lipdn '  his  giving 
fecurity  for  hijj  gpod  behaviour,  but  that  the 
.poft-bc^ Ji^as .  flopped  by  the  cavaliers  upon  the 
.roadjl'ana  fi&ding  a  reprieve  for  Mr  Xove,  they 
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tore  it  ,to  pieces.  The  cavaliers  had  an  old 
grudge  againft  Mr  Lotc  fince  the  treaty  of  Ux- 
bridge,  becaufe  he  had  faid  fome  fevere  things 
againft  their  party;  they  therefore  took  this 
cruel  piece  of  revenge  upon  him  in  this  critical 
junfture.  *  If  this  ftory  is'  true,  Mr  Love  fell  a 
facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  cavaliers* 

,  When  the  mail  arrived,  there  was  no  reprieve, 
and  ^  Mr  Love  was  executed  on  Tower-hill  ac- 
cording to  his  fentence,  on  the  twenty- fedond  of 
Auguft,  the  very  day.  that  the  King  entered 
Worcefter  at  thehcad  of  the  Scdfs  army.  Mr 
Love  died  in  a  determined  and  refolute  manner; 
he  {hewed  great  cotnpofure  of  mind,  and  *an  high 
degree  of  chriftian  intrepidity :  he  adhered  to  the 
covenant,  and  gave  his  teftimony  againft  the  en- 
gagement. Few  of  all  the  martyrs  (hewed  greater 
fortitude  and  noblenefs  of  foul  than  Mr  Love  • 
he  died  in  the  hope  of  forgivenefs  of  fins  through 
the  blood  of .  Jefus  Chrift.  Mr  Gibbons  fuflfered 
for  the  fame  caufe,  and  'expreflcd  hioafdf  much 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  commonwealth  gamed 
nothing  by  their  deatji :  the  minds  of  men  were 
rather .  affefled  with  the  tragical  end  ofthofe  two 
worthy  men;  who,  though  their  zeal  might  carry 
them  too  far  in  fome  particulars,  were  fober, 
pious,  and  zealous  chriftian  minifters.  Mr  Love 
was  very  popular,  and  made  a  confiderable  figure 
among  his  party;  he  was  accounted  confidera- 
bly  learned,  and  by  air  who  knew  him,  a  vian 
of  great  circumfpcflion  "and  piety. 

After'  the    battle    of  Worcefter,    which   was 

*      fcoght 
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fbugfet  dii' the  tfiira^'of  Syprciiill>cr,>  Scofliina'.  Was 
bfbuglit  uiid^r  thi  gbVerriiiiMt  of  the  Englifli 
ebii^nibii Wealth;  Thi  SfcoTs'  pt-esbyrerians  were 
hour  greatly  pcrplexetf:  t\\6  power  of  thd  kirk 
Wai  reduced  Withih  i  narroW  cbdpars;  fcir  though' 
irh'^y  had'  p6\^dr  rb  excbintniinicatc  oifehB^f^,  or 
dirffc^r  them'  fVcW  tHiir  cbniiiiunion,  they' 'might 
not  fdze'tliert^eftates;  of  d^p'rivt  them  of* 'their 
dvH' rights  arid' privileges.  No_  daths  or  cbvetiahts 
Were  tor  be  irirpdeH^urrfefs  by  dire^iibil  from^Wert- 
minftei^-hklh  Alliriedeffary'en'cburagement  wis  g1Ven 
to  th6'  iriimtterS  of  the  efla'blilh'M  cfiiirch;  ^tid^ 
others;  who  Wefe-nbr  famffed"  v^lth'  theii*  forni  of 
chiircft  govci^nthehit,  had.libe/ty  to  ferve  God  ia 
thtir  owh  way;*  Such  ais' lived'  p^ateable,  and' 
yielded  obedience  to  the  conimonwealtb,  were' 
plt)ic£fed  in  iHeji:  f<^v.fra1  pdrfuafioh^.  The  tlergy' 
wire  highly  oflfende^^af  thk,  and  compTairied 
liudfy  of-  the*  loiS  of'  their  difclpline,*  and  the 
breaeh  oFtheii?  cove'iiaht';  they  proclaimecl  their 
rcfenttiicht  violeiitfy  agaibft'  tbkration,  as  qpeniri^* 
a'ddor  to  feftaries^  errbr,  and*  al(  forls  of  hcVefjC 
Bar  the  EhgHfli' pto?eflcd'  thtir'  friends  a^'a?n*ft^ 
afl  oppdfitiori. 

-le  waj  not?  eiify '  to' piit  thife'  rtotlbri    of  church' 
aflthdWty-' oat'  of  ihe^'heids  of  th'c  SCotS  clergy  J 
whin -an'oppbrtuiiTiy'   catiie^' iti*  "tlie/r  way;    thiey 
wattled*  to-  try    th'eiH  old'  expe'ri^dnt?;     I'hey. 
threatened  to-  e^xcfmrnuhfcate  thW  liafrd^of  £)Vum, ' 
for-  (peaking  -agiimft'  the-  kirkVatid' refufing'  to' 
{^kt  to   the  juri- dMni'  ot  ptesbytery;'  but  hV* 
fled-  tb-  ihie'"Engliftr*iBr''p?otelftibti;*  aftdYent  word* 

mill.  Tt  to 
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to  the  aflembly,  that  their  opprcffion  was  equal 
to  that  of  the  Bifliops,  but  that  the  common- 
\vcalth  of  England  would  not  permit  them  to  en- 
flave  the  confciences  of  men  any  longer.  The 
presbytery  would  have  proceeded  to  extremities, 
but  General  Monk  threatened  to  proceed  againft^ 
them  as  enemies  if  they  carried  their  defigns  any 
further.  About  this  time  commiffipners,  moftly  of 
the  independent  perfuafion,  were  fent  to  Scotland 
to  vifit  the  univerfities,  and  to  fettle  liberty  of 
confcience  in  that  kingdom,  in  oppofition  to  the 
coercive  power  of  the  kiik,  A  declaration  was 
publiihed  in  favour  of  the  congregational  difcipline, . 
^nd  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and  prefented  to 
the  aflembly ;  but  the  aflcmbly,  inftead  of  liften- 
ing  thereto,  publiflied  a  teftimony  againft  the 
prefent  incroachments  of  the  civil  upon  the  cc- 
clefiaftical  jurifdic^ion.  The  Engliili  commiifioners 
yiiiting  the  Scots  univerfities,  was  coniidered  as  a^ 
great  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the  church ; 
for  this  reafon  the  fynod  of  Fife  protefted  againft  -, 
the  public  refolutions  of  the  civil  powers,  and 
afTerted  the  churches  authority  and  intrinlic  power* 
The  violent  principles  of  the  clergy  obliged  the 
commonwealth  to  forbid  their  aflemblies,  and  not 
to  allow  above  three  of  them  to  meet  together  . 
at  once.  Bifhop  Burnet  obferves,  that  there  ne- 
ver was  fuch' order  kept  in  Scotland  as  in  the 
time  of  the  commonwealth;  the  garrifons  in  the 
Highlands  obferved  ftri£b  difcipline,  and  were 
well  paid,  which  brought  fo  much  money  into 
the  Kingdom,    that  it   continued   to  flourilh   all 

the 
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the  time  of  the  comnjonwealth.  Vice  was  never 
more  reftrained,  and  there  was  a  great  appearance 
of  devotion ;  the  fabtath  was  obfervcd  with  un- 
common ftriftnefs,  and  univcrfal  decency  prevailed. 

Lieutenant  GenjSral  Ircton  died  this  year;  he 
wa§  bred  to  the  law,  and  was  a  n?an  of  great 
integrity^  courage,  and  intrepidity :  nothing  could 
divert  him  from  perufing  what  he  believed  to  be 
right ;  he  was  a  thorough  republscan.  He  was  li- 
beral of  his  njoney,  and  bold  to  employ  his  pfer- 
fon  in  thjc  public  fcrvice.  Though  he  was  fon- 
in-Iaw  to  Cromwel,  he  was  a  mai?  of  diffcrenit 
principles,  and  had  no  opinioi^  of  any  government,  * 
except  a  cpmmonweahh.  I|:  was  nop  ppffible  to 
lead  him  by  policy,  unlefs  he  was  himfelf  fully 
convinced  of  the  reftitude  pf  jthe  c^ufe  he  en- 
gaged in  J  he  had  penctratipii  tq  perceive  other 
inen's  defigns,  and  was  feldqna  a(  a  Ipfs  to  un? 
derftand  their  motives;  'which,  when  they  were 
contrary  to  his  own  jud^ent^  it  was  impoffibic 
to  engage  him  in  their  party. 

The  terms  of  conformity  were  now 
greatly  reduced  in  England;  the  covenant  ^^* 
was  laid  afide,  and  no  other  qualification  was  re? 
quired,  except  the  engagement,  fo  that  many  er 
pifcopal  clergymen  complied  with  the  government; 
for  though  they  might  not  ufe  the  liturgy  iq 
form,  they  were  at  liberty  to  cprapofe  their 
prayers  as  negr  to  it  as  they  pleafed.    Even  when 

they  did  ufe  the  liturgy,  they  were  fuffered,  un? 
lefs  when  they  were  found  plotthig  againfl:  the 
government,   which  was  not  allowed, 

T  t  2  Th? 
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The  parliament,  in  jthe  yppr  pne  tbpp&nd  fijc 
hundred  and  fpr.ty-njni?,  hi|d  vQt.ed  that  tithes  flipuld 
be  taken  ajyay,  and  apQthjejr  .?xei;hpd  jdeyired  for  fup- 
porting  the  clergy.  This  was  ^arpeftjy  dejired  by 
jTiany,  who  CQnfidered  the  fjihes  as  pppreffivc, 
.5ij?d  a  hpavy  Wrd^n  i:y)on  .the*  patipn ;  others 
confidered  th,e  tithes  as  unjajyful,  and  wajitcd  .IQ 
have  them  abpHihed  as  fjagroents  ,qf  |;hejewii[h  r?- 
Jigion  which  y^as  done  ^way  by  Chrift,.  This 
was  confidered  as  a  prqjejft  of  ,the  feftaf ies  to  inr 
flame  the  minds  of  fhe  pjepplis  Jg^inil  thp  clergy, 
as  enemies  to  the  rej.igipn  pf  th.e  INJew  ^i^ft^na^nj. 
The  minifters  of  thp  eft^J)lilbnjeiu  ^crc  alarmecj 
at  this,  and  did  all  that  wa$  in  in  their  power 
to  difcredit  the  pripciple  ppop  which  it  Tya§  founded. 
Mr  Baxter  aqd  Boreijaati  were  the  jchief  4ifpi)tanrs} 
in  thi$  cpntrpverfy ;  Paxter  opppfec|  thp  djyipp 
right  of  tithes^  and  Borenj^n  4efeud(M  it,  but 
the  affair  was  dropped^  and  nothipg  w^s  dpiic  to 
alter  the  laws  con'cerniiig  fithps. 

The  commonweal  ph  of  England  W4$  now  in  9 
very  flourifbing  iituation^  and  the  nation  became 
terrible  to  her  enemies.  Complaints  were,  jndeed, 
nisfdc  by  many  that  the  forni  pf  goveriimenf  was, 
altered,  but  few  had  reafon  to  complain  of  in- 
juftice  or  partiality  in  jhe  execution  of  thp  laps^. 
The  nation  had  been  accijftpmed  to  j^  mixed  mor 
narchy,  and  the  greateft  part  had  a  ftrong  pre- 
judice to  that  form  of  gpvcrnrapnt}  but  the  cnpr 
mies  of  the  commonwealth  muft  allow,    that  the 

aws  were  never  better  executed,  npr  jufticc  diftri- 
^utcd  with  n^qre  imparpaliry  than  during  this  period. 

"  ■    •   •     •       •  In 


|ja  rtljie  «idft  of  ch^  glory  gf  the  con^mpjaJwalA, 
an  incident  h?ppepe4  which  fhr^w  bH  tjijng$  into 
j;:Oirifufion^  TkP  par;liajn.ejp;t .  intended  iQ  fend  the 
)4nd  forces  on  board  fhe  .fleeit  tq  the  Putch.  wv* 
pn  purpo^  to  dejlycr  themfdyes  from  the  dread 
.of  gi  s.^jiiiding  arm^;  byjf  CrpniWiel,  who  was 
^t  ihc  head  of  the  j^rjpy;?  forefjiw  their  dffig^, 
^nd  perfua.de4  tlje  j^my  to  refjjfe  di£  prdcr$  of 
jtlje  parjiaiQvcjjt  till  their  ^rreafs  ^yerc  piiid;  pppii 
|his  a  new  fcene  w^S  iOpen^d,  aq.d  ^n  jnyeterafls 
4iir<sqti.9^  iep£qe4  h^piifccv^  xh^  pii^il  ^nd  tbp  milimrf 
pov.erB,  •  ' 

'iphe  Qatipo  "w^^re,  in  general,  weary,  of  th^ 
parlijinaent, .'  .^n4  defired  to  have  new  reprefent^-? 
lives:  but  the  principal  njanagers  were  not  agreed 
3»hat  fprpa  pf  gpyernment  to  eft^bljlh.  Spnae  wpre 
for  the  old  form  of  a  mixed  monarchy,  aqd  were 
f^r  making  the  Puke  of  Gloucefter  King;  but  the 
gffic^rs  in  the  army  who  were  in  the  p^rUamcnt 
were  zealpus  for  a  coqampp wealth.  Crpmwel,  who 
had  as  ipuch  forefigtit  as  mofl:  men  of  bis  time,, 
perceived  that  ii  a  republican  form  pf  govcrnnjeqt 
was  eftaWiflied  his  power  would  fpon  come  to  ap 
pnd,  gave  his  opinion  for  ^  certain  form  of  mp- 
narchy  as  mpft  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  the 
people,  prqvided  it  might  be  accompliflxed  with 
iafcty  to  the  rights  of  the  Englifh  nation. 

The  ^mbiiion  of  Cromwel  appears  to  have  begpi 
4ifcpvered  by  Whitelocke,  whp  advifed  the  General 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  parliament,  and  lay  a- 
fide  tt^e  thoughts  of  affuming  a  power  which 
^puld^  in  the  end,  ruin  \m  apd  his  fimily.  But 
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Crpmwel  was  fo  far  from  receiving  Whitcldcke-s 
advice,  that  he  never  after  trufted  hiqa. 
.  ,  This  year  Cromwel  diflplved  the  parhV 
*  ^*  ment,  and  cftablifhed  a  council  of  officers, 
of  v«rhich  he  himfdf  w^s  the  head.  Thefe  ma- 
naged every  thing  under  his  dire^on,  and  behaved 
in  a  very  arbitrary  manner.  Charles  the  Firft 
never  extended  his  prerogative  to  a  juorc  exor- 
bitant degree  than  Cromwel  did  his  power.  Elec- 
tions of  all  forts  were  under  his  controul,  and  his 
flatteries  and  threatenings  either  cajoled  or  frigh* 
tened  men  into  his*  meafures.  The  parliament 
which  was  now  chofen  was  entirely,  a  creature 
of  the  General,  and  altogether  under  his  direc- 
tion; their  proceedings  were  only  fuch  things  as 
pleafed  him/  and  he  may  bp  truly  faid  to  have 
been  the  pariiament. 

During  this  year  there  are  very  few  occurrences 
pertaining  to  religion;  the  epifcopalians  were  to- 
lerated, the  presbytcrian?  retrained  from  doing 
mifchief  by  their  coercive  power,  and  every  de- 
nomination were  allowed  to  profcfs  what  religion 
they  plcafcd,  provided  they  did  not  meddle  with 
matters  of  ftatc.  It  was  a  great  advantage  to  the 
presbyterians  that  they  were  now  reflrained  from 
doing  mifchief  by  that  power  which  they  pre^ 
tended  to  claim  in  matters  of  religion :  they  were 
now  employed  in  fupporting  chriftian  fcllowfliip 
and  brotherly  love;  they  held  their  affemblies 
monthly  or  quarterly,  as  occalion  required,  in 
all  counties  where  they  were,  and  did  more  good 
by  performing  their  minifterial  duties  foberly  and 

peaceably^ 
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peaceably,    than  xvhen   tbey  ruled   with   all   the 
energy  of  civil  authority^. 

In  Worcefterfhire,  and  fome  other  counties,  the 
fpirit  of  temperance  and  moderation. was  promoted 
by  Mr  Baxter  and  fome  others,  which  repdered 
the  caufe  of  the  presbyterians  more  refpeftable 
in  the  efteem  of  indifferent  perfons.  While  they 
wtre  poflSaffed  of  coercive  power  they  were  more 
feared  than  loved  by  all  the  othei*  parties;  but 
after  they  began  to  perform  the  feveral  duties  of 
their  office  without  imtermedcjling  with  their  neigh- 
bours, a  fort  of  mutual  affeftion  began  in  fome 
meafurc  to  prevail  among  men  of  different  opinions, 
and  fomctimes  they  mingled  with  each  other  in 
matters  of  religious  fellowfhip. 

This  .w$»,  perhaps,  more  prudent  than  honeft, 
and  argued   the  want   of  zeal  for   that    religion 
which     the    differept    parties,  profeffed:     it    was 
however  profHablc  for  the  public  peace,  and  ren- 
dered the  nation  more  quiet  and.  eafy. 
ii   The  whole  of  the  movements  in  church 
and  ftstte  were  now  in  the  power  of  one    ^^^' 
perfon,    Oliver  Cromwel,  under  the  title  of  Lord 
Proteftor  of  England,  direfted  all  the   fprings  of 
government.    By    an   influence  often    invifible  to 
the  moft  part  of  mankind,  he  managed  the  moft 
important  operations  in  church   and  ftate.     Men 
who  were  entirely  of  his?  own  principles,  and  un- 
der  bis  direaion,   were   placed  in  the    moft  im* 
.portant  ports   in  both  Ihe  civil  and  religipus  de- 
partmcnts.    In  religioiis  affairs,  Ddftor  Owen    Mr 

Goodwin, 

•  Iaxtcr*s  Lift. 


Goodt^fe,  itfd  fbmfe  btftferS,  iVeffi  lArincipaJ  dU 
rcftors*^:  Men  of  inde'p^tidstit  pHndpIds  Were' 
fuch  a^'  wefe  thitftj  pfeferlred. 

Kii^ylery  vHas  yet  the  dftafelrflicd  riW^oii  of* 
die*  il^6n;  tftdtigh  the*  orfefcivd'  poWcY'  of  chutch' 
courts  Was  taken-  awajr,  iTlfii  Wai  a*  grcit  grie- 
tattct  to  rfie  pmbyteriiSS^,  ^o^it^  Irftely*  ift' 
hopes  of- haViilg  tJid  fofe  pb^^r  Of^  aill  reBgionSf 
iftatterS  ill  tteli^  («vn-  ftalids.  '  l^he'' affi?mbty  of 
:^ioii  Gotle^'  cottiriuecT  to  nieef  oi«te  59  ftife- Kalf- 
year,  dnd  ^mp!oye<r  thdf •  utflAoft  addtcfr  to^  fiip- 
port  t\f6  (Rgnity  6f  thcf-  derical-  diartaiir.  As"  if 
they  h«d  i^ally;  beai^  ifi*  p«>ffcffion'  o^"  a  cbereivii 
a4ithwiby>  they  ^Wiftifed:  t*fe*r  cdiftS'  witlv  df  tfec 
Jolemniiy  bf  perfons  who  wire  ablfc'  id  deforce 
them.^  Thby  piibtifhed  a  hodky  crftitfcdv  ^us 
US>mnam  Mtnifierti  Eimngfliciy  of  the  Soii^  righf 
of  a  Go/pel  Mimfiry \'  with  an  afpendh,  coraain^ 
iHg  thb  ju4pnent  and-  f radices  ^  tht  JbtcieHti  in* 
that  particular* 

The  parliameftH)  r:  in  confideridg  the!  ibftrtiiYient 
of  government  obferved,'    (bat^  accordtog:  to:  the 
articles-  of.  ihf  church,    all  ijub$  profeffid  faith  in^ 
Gfid  by  Jtfus  CImft  (hotild  be  parotcfted  !&•  tbctf 
religion^    This  was   aa  ways    agreeable   tor   the 
presbyter-ians   in    Zion^  College^    who-  wanted-  to* 
extirpate  all   feftaries;    they   confidered    this  mo« . 
tion  as  a  traafgrelEon  of  the  covenant  whiqb  thejr^ 
had  fwom,  and  opjxjfed  it  with  all  thcif  energy. 
A  committee  of  parliameat,  ^iog.  fojarte^ia  -jvav^ 
ber^    named  each   of  them  >  diviae  to    coofider 
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thofe  points  in  religion  which  were  reckoned  fun- 
damental, that  were  ro  be  the  rule  of  toleration. 
Of  this  number  were,  the  Doftors  Owen,  Good- 
win, Cheynel,  and  Meffrs  Maffhall,  Rdyner,  Nye, 
Simpfon,  Vines,  Manton,  and  Jaconab. 

'  Thefe  nainifters  were  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
fummary  of  thofe  principles  of  religion  which 
were  accounted  fundamental,  and  which  \iferc  tb 
be  the  ftandard  of  toleration,  iThe  apoftles*  creed, 
the  Lord's  prayer,  and  the  ten  commandments 
were  propofed  as  fufl^cient,  as  containing  all  the 
fundamentals  of  chriftianity :  but  this  was  not  fa-, 
tisfaftory ;  for  it  was  objeAed,  that  this  Would 
include  focinians  and  papifts.  Mr  Richard  Baxter 
obferved,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  contrive  a  form 
of  words  which  heretics  would  hot  fubfcribe  wheti 
they  had  perverted  them  to  their  own  fenfc.  But; 
this  argument  of  Mr  Baxter  had  no  influence 
upon  the  reft.  The  reft  of  thii  committee  were 
for  articles,  and  at  laft  agreed  upon  the  follow- 
ing, which  were  prefented  to  the  committee  of 
parliament  by  Meflrs  Goodwin, .  Nye,  and  SimpfoD. 

(i)  That  the  holy  fcripnires  are  the  ru^e  of 
knowing  God  and. living  unto  him,  which,  whofo 
docs  not  believe  cantiot  '  be  faved,  (2),  iTiat 
there  is  a  God  who  is  the  creator,  governor,  an(J 
judge  of  the  world,  which  is  to  be  received  by 
faith,  and  every  other  way  of  the  knowledge  of 
hiiii  is  infuflSicient.  (3)  That  this  God,  who  is 
creator,  is  eternally  diftinft  ft-om  all  creatures  in 
bis  being  and  bleffednefs.  (4).  That  this  Qod  jS 
one,  in  three  pcrfons'or  fubftanccs,      (5)  That 
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Jefus  Chrift  is  the  only  mediator  between  God 
^nd  man,  without  the  knowledge  of  whom  there 
is  no  falvation,  (6)  Tha;t  this  Jefus  Chrift  is 
the  true  God.  (7)  That;  this  jefus  Chrift  is 
true  man.  (8)  That  this  Jefus  Chrift  is  God 
and  man.  (9)  That  this  Jefus  Chrift  is  our  re- 
deemer, who,  by  paying  a^'ranfom,  and  bearing 
our  fins^  has  made  fatisfa^tion  for  them.  (10) 
That  this .  fame  Jefus  Chrift  is  he  that  \(ras  cru- 
cified at  Jerufalem,  and  rofe  again,  and  afc^nded 
iqto  heaven.  (1 1)  That  this  fame  Jefus  Chrift 
being  the  only  God  and  roan,  in  one.  perfon^ 
remains  for  ever  a  diftin£l  perfon  from  all  faints  and 
angels,  notwithftanding  their  union  and  conununion 
with  him.  (12)  That  all  men  by  nature  are  dead 
In  fins  and  trefpaifes;  and  no  man  can  be  faved 
unlefs  he  be  born  again,  repent,  and  believe.  (13) 
That  we  are  juftified  and  faved  'by  grace  and 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  not  by  works.  (r4) 
That  to  continue  in  any  known  fin  upon  any 
pretence  or  principle  whatfoever  is  damnable.  (15) 
That  God  is  to  be  worfliipped  according  to  his 
own  will ;  and  whofoever  ftiall  forfake  and  def- 
pife  all  the  duties  of*  his  worftiip  cannot  be  faVed. 
(16)  .That  the  dead  (hall  rife;  and  that  there  is 
a, day  of  judgment  wherein  all  (hall  appear,  fome 
to  go  into ,  everUfting  life,  and  fome  into  ever- 
lafting,  condemnation*^. 

Thefe  are  the  articles  which  were  by  thefc 
divjnes  reckoned  -eifential  in  religion,  without 
the  belief  of  which  no  man  can  be  faved. 
They  have  all  the  marks  of  the  complexion  of 

'the 

/     *  Ncil,  Baxter,  &c. 


(    339    )^ 

the^  times,   and    are   in    fundry    particulars   both 
cpnfufed,  dark,,  and  obfcure.     They  were  chieBy 
intended  againft   deifts,    fociiiians,    papifts, '  arians, 
antinomians,  aqd   quakers.      Tbofc   divines    could 
not  readily  proceed  according  to  truth;  when  fhey 
were  ufurping  the  power  of  him,  who  only  has 
3pthority  tp  fay    what  men  jliall  believe.      Such, 
cpnfounding  of  the  civil  and  religious  authority  fliews 
plainly,  th^t  rhe  religious -profeffors  of  thofe  times. 
had  very  indiftinft  notipnj?  of  our  Saviour's  king-* 
dpm;    l^pleration  is  the  privilege  of  all   men  as 
long  9S  they  live  quietly,   and  do  not  didurb  the 
peace  of  the  government ;    and  no  denomination 
of  /nen  liavc  the  fnTallcft  right  to  &y  what  ano-  * 
ther  fliall  Mley?. 

Crqmwel  was  more  enlarged  in  his  potions  of 
religious  liberty.  His  fpeech»  fo  his  parliament 
when  he  ^iffolved  them,  declares  plainly,  tha; 
he  was  not  of  theif  opinion  with  regard  to  arti- 
cles of  religion*.  Jic  reproaches  them  for  at- 
tempting tp  rcftrain  liberty  of  confcicnce,  which 
they  themfelyes  had  ftruggled  fo  hard  to  obtain  j 
hp  fays,  *'  Is  it  not  difingenuous.  to  alk  liberty  and 
"  not  to  give  it  ?  What  greater  bypocrify,  than  for 
**  thofe  who  were  pppreffed  by  x^ht  biiliops,  to, 
^'become  the  grcateft  oppreffors  themfclves,  fo. 
^'  foon  as  their  yoke  is  removed  ?  I  copld  wifl\ 
'^  that  they  who.  call  for  liberty  now  alfo,  had 
<«  not  too  much  pf  that  fpirir,  if, the  power  was 
?'  in  their  hands/'  Crpmwel  knew  the  genius  of 
|he  people  of  thofe    times,   and  undcrftood    that 
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nothing  could  hinder  them  from  perfeciitiDg  qne 
another,  but  keeping  weapons  of  all  kipds  out 
of  their  power. 

The  Proteftor  this  year  formed  a  new  plan 
for  trying  minifters;  he  took  this  oi^ce  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  presbyteries,  and  lodged '  it  in 
the  hands  of  a  mixed  fraterpity.  This  was  done 
by  an  ordinance  of  council  on  the  twentieth  of 
March  this  year.  The  intention  of  this  ordi- 
nance was  to  prevent  the  presbyterians  from  pre- 
ferring ihcfe  of  their  own  perfuafion  exclufiye  of 
all  others.  A  fociety  of  thirty-eight  perfons  of 
dilTerent  opinions,  nine  of  which  were  lay^tien, 
were  appointed  to  try  all  candidates  for  the  mi^ 
•.  niftry.  Any  five  were  fu^cient  to  approve  of  a 
minifler,  but  no  number  under  nine  had  ai^cho* 
rity  to  rejeft  a  perifon  as  iinqualifie4.  Some  o$ 
the  presbyterian  minifters  refufed  to  aft  in  con- 
cert with  the  reft,  alledging,  that  the  authority 
which  called  them  was  unlawful,  and  that  th^y  dic^ 
not  approve  of  fome  of  the  brethren  who  were 
joined  with  them  in  commiilibn.  Siich  as  were 
tried  and  approved,  the  commiftioners  gave  them 
an  Inftrument  in  writing,  under  the  common  feal> 
by  virtue  of  which  they  were  put  in  poffeiEoi^ 
of  the  living  to  which  they  were  nominated,  as 
if  they  had  been  indufled  by  a  bifliop. 

Thefe  triers,  now  appointed  by  the  govern* 
ment,  were  of  a  peculiar  turn  of  mind;  for 
though  they  differed  widely  in  many  things,  they 
generally  agreed  in  matters  of  dodriae  and  the 
method  of  examination.    Calvinifm  was  eftentially 
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peqefiary  to  a  candidate,  for  the  triers  virH  aft" 
of  that  pcrfuafion;  all  others  Were  excluded^ 
There  was  another  cjualijfication  required  of  fucK  * 
as  offered  themfelves,  that  they  (hould  be  able 
JO  give  fpme  account  of  the  gr*:c  of  God  ia 
jheir  fouls.  This  praftice,  though  h  might  be 
laudable  in    fome   cafes,    opened   a  door  to  im*^ 

y^  ,  t  i  Z  *^  *•         *  l.t| 

pofture  aqd  imjpoljtion :  many  who  nevei^  felt  the 
fmalieft  jmprcffion  of  diyine  truth  in  their  mind? 
had  Ija^rned  their  leflonfo  difjtinaiy,  ^s  to  give 
anfwers  to  fat^sfy  the  triers,  apd  were'  thereby 
adtpijted  to  livipgs  which  fhey  lyerc  pot  qualified 
for,  or  able  to  perform  the  dpties  which  were 
required* 

The  principal  dpfigti  of  the  trfcrs  was  to  take 
care  that  no  fcandalous  minifters  or  fchool-maffer^ 
were  admitted  into  churches  or  fchools.  In  as 
far  as  they  kept  this  department  they  dkl  much' 
goodi  Teachers  pf  all  forts  were  qow  more  fo* 
ber  than  any  who  had  been  in  office  for  a  hun* 
dred    years   before,    and   an'  outward   refped,  at 

leafl,   was  (hewn  to  al)  divine  inftitutfons.     Thefe 

>  ■■•'»••  ■      •  •      • 

pommiffioncrs  were  perhaps,  on  fome  occafions, 
partial,  and  fhewed  a  biafs  to  their  own  par- 
ticular opinions,  but  they  were  lefs  tyrannical  than 
any  who  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  power  for 
many  years  before.  The  enthufiafm  which  they  ' 
introduced  cannot  be  vindicated,  but  upon  the  whole 
tb^  were  ufeful  and  did  much  good. 

Cromwel,  during  his  proteftorfhip,  was  a 
patron  of  learuiug  and  learned  men;  he  fettled 
i  revenue  for  a  profeffor  of  divinity  at  Oxford, 

and 
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tmi  gave  feareral  valuable  maoufcripts  to  the  ^^ 
leiao  Library.    He  epdpwed  a  college  in  Durh^iq 
fqr  the  benefit  of  the  qortherri  counties,  but  ithofe 
defigns   ended   with    himfelf.    He  wa$  peculiarly: 
careful  of  the   education  qf   youth^    an^    l^ndea- 
voored  to  regulate  the  univ^rfipes  jn  fuch  9  pin- 
ner, that  both    learning  an4  xponility*vere  fup^ 
ported*    Vifjtors   were   appointed  fpf    both    v.ni- 
verfities,    who  were    men   of  abilities;  ^nd  goo4 
converfgtion;     Any  fcven  of   them    we^^c  |uthot, 
riTed  to  vifit   all  halls  and  colleges  within  thein 
refpeftive  univerfiiies,    to  examine    what   ftaijy^tes 
w^re  fit  to  be  abrogated,   altered,  pr  added^.  and. 
to  (hew  the  fame  to  the  Proteaor  or  parlianj^Qt.^ 
Theyhadalfoa  power  ^to  explain  fuch  ftatves.as 
were  ambiguous  pr  pbfcure,  and  to  determine  appeal$« 
Thefe  vifitors  bad  authority    ib   like  manner    to 
vifit  the  fchools  of  Weftminftcr,  Winchefter,  Mer- 
cbaot's,  Taylor's,  and  E^ton  College,  and  infpe^t 
the  |Con^ui£|:  of  the  mafters  and  fcholars  in  thefe 
places  pf  le^rqing.    Thofe  vifitors  are  laid  to  have 
difcharged  their  tmft  faithfully^   though  it  mutt 
be  allowed  that  there  was  a   fort  of  rigour   iq 
their  behayidur,  which  did  ijpt. appear  fo  friendly 
to  learning.    The  mafters  and   heads    of    boufes 
were,   bpwever,  men  of  kiiowledge,  and  attended 
the  duties  of  their,  profefiion  with  great  afliduity, 
fo  that  their  labours  during  thi$  period  were  re- 
markably confpicuous   in    the  next  reign.     Men 
w]:io  have   been    the  ornament  of  their  country 
fpr  learning,  were  the  fcholars  of  thofe  mafters^ 
who  were  teachers  in  the  qniverfi^y  at  this  time. 

Mr 
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Mr  Joha  Selden,  died  this  pit,  i  inztk  wtio  is  M 
an  honour  to  his  coumtry  for  learning  aod  the  Idte 
of  liberty,  he  was  a  great  fcholar,  an  Ahlt  ftatefmao,, 
and  remarkable  for  his  knowledge  in  the  Je wifh 
antiquities.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft  He 
was  imprifoned  and  fined  for  fupporting  the  libi^N 
lies  of  the  nation  and  the  laws  of  his  coufitty ; 
he  was  alfo  chol'en  ^  member  of  •the  long  paN 
liament^  where  he  oppofed  the  prerogative  as  he 
had  done  before.  His  hiftdry  of  tithes  procured 
him  fome  trouble;  for  he  was  brought  before 
the  high  commiflion  court,  and  obliged  to  make 
a  recantation.  In  that  book  he  affirms  and  proves 
that  tithes  are  not  due  to  the  clergy  by  divine 
inftitution.  This,  was  a  crime  not  to  be  eaiily 
forgiven  during  the  miniftry  of  Laud,  who  never 
pardoned  crimes  of  this  fort.  Afterwards  Seldea 
publiflied  a  book,  proving  that  bilhops  and  pres- 
byters are  one  and  the  fame,  and  only  ^ifier  ia 
degree,  whith  greatly  offended  the  high  church 
party/  Meffrs  Strong,  Gataker,  Pern,  Whitaker^ 
Vines,  and  Dr  Bolton  died  much  about  this 
time;  they  were  all  men  remarkable  in  their 
own  way,  eminent  for  learning,  piety,  and  faith- 
fulncfs  in  the  miniftry.  Their  deaths  were,  much 
lamented  by.  all  their  friends,  and  the  chtirch 
fuftained  a  great  lofs  for  the  wanc^  of  their  mi- 
niftry. 

^The  provincial,  fynod  of  London  this  year,      . 
finding   all  attempts   for   cflabiifliing  their        ^^' 
difcipline  vain,  applied  themfelves  to  promote  the 
Teligious  education  of  youth.   -They  publifhed  an 
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ikh6mtiiih  td  catechifing  under  the  foUowiiig 
heads  :r-That  xhinifliers  prove  in  their  ferinons  the 
iieccility  of  catechifing. — ^That  the  aflcmbly's  leflcf 
citcchiffloi  be  tifcd.-s^That  ^children  and  fervants 
be  catechlftd.  That  thfc  time  of  catechifing  be 
oni  the  afternoon  of  thd  Lord's  day.-^That  the 
.  catechifm  be  explained  br icfly.-^That  pariflies  be 
at  the  expicnce  of  prcNriding  catechifms.— ^That  an 
Recount  of  the  ptogrtfs  of  thfS  woi-k  be  returned 
to  the  claffcs  within  forty  days.  This  was  figned 
by  Edmund  Calamj,  Moderator ;  William  Harri- 
fon,  ?nd  William  Blackmore,  Scribes.  Thefe  in-^ 
flru£lion8  Were  fent  to  th.6  feveral  clafles  of  Lbn- 
don,  by  whofe  example  the  aflbciated  mitiiflerd 
throughout  England  were  influenced  to  purfue 
the  fame  meafurcs. 
.  It  is  affirmed  by  fome  hiftofrianS  that  the  pc- 

A  .cailpti  of  this  catechifing  was  one  John  Biddle,  a 
fociniaii^  Who  publifhed  what  he  called  a  fcrip- 
ture  catechifm,  full  of  errors  and  herefy.  Thi^ 
JKddle  appears  to  have  been  a  vifionalry,  who 
publilhcd  whatfoever  he  prefently  imagined  to  be 
true,  without  taking  time  to  cpnfider  whether  it 
was  r^ght  or  wrong.  He  Was  lotog  Confined  in 
prifon  for  his  opinions,  and  many  of  the  zealous 
people  of  that  time  moved  that  he  might  be  put 
tQ  death  as  an  liieretic.  Cromwel  was  of  another 
opinion,  and  fet  him  at  liberty.  Many  of  the 
zealous  independents  and  presbyterians  anfwered 
his  boo}cs,  which  were  not  worthy  of  the  fmaHeft 
regard,  and  could  have  done  very  little  harm. 
:If  tbqre  is  any  ^  truth  in  Neal's  account  of  his 
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errors,  they  arc  fo  glaring,  that  very  few,  C2r> 
cept  mad  men  could  embrace  them.  Biddle  lived 
lill  after  the  reftoration,  when  church  power 
came  again  into  fafliion,  and  he  was  thrown 
into  prifon,   where  he  lay  till  he  died. 

Oliver  Cromwel  (hewed,  in  the  cafe  of  Biddle, 
that  he  did  not  approve  of  perfecution  for  cou- 
fcience  fake,  though  he  oftentimes  iffued  fevere 
orders  againfl  thofe  who  made  religion  a  cloak 
for  rebellion.  He  enforced  the  law  againfl:  both 
papids  and  others  who  caballed  againfl:  the  com^- 
monwealth,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
for  their  religion,  but  on  account  of  their  med- 
dling with  (late  affairs.  Such  minifl:ers  as  lived 
peaceably,  whether  epifcopalian3  or  presbyterians^ 
were  fuflfered  to  enjoy  their  religion  unmolefted, 
and  had  liberty  to  ferve  God  in  their  own  way ; 
but  he  fcldom  forgave  thofe  who  meddled  withr 
ftate  a&irs^.  Cromwel  had  an  intention  of  tolerating 
the  Jews,  .but  there  was  fo  much  oppofition  made 
.againfl:  it  that  he  thought  fit  to  let  his  purpofe 
drop.  It  was  during  the  protedorihip  of  Cromwel 
that  the  corporation  for  the  fons  of  the  clergy 
had  its  beginning,  which  he  was  fo  far  from 
difcouraging,  that  he  allowed  all  the  promoters 
thereof  liberty  to  purfue  it. 

Archbiihop  Uflier,  and  Stephen  Marfliall  died 
this  year;  they  were  very  eminent  men  in  their 
way,  both  remarkable  for  learning  and  piety^ 
and  moderate  and  temperate  in  purfuing  their 
opinions;   they  were  lamented  by  all  who  knew 
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ttii^rii,  and  their  death  was  a  great  l6f$  to  thcit 
refpeftive  parties. 
.  .  .  The  parliament  met  according  to  appoint* 
^  '  mcnt,  when  Dr  Owen  ptiached  before 
them.  This  parliament  was  entirely  under  the 
influence  of  the  Proteftor,  for  none  were  admit- 
ted except  fuch  as  promifed  to  fupport  his  autho^ 
rity*.  The  Proteftor  wa?,  about  this  time,  in 
danger  of  his  life,  by  a  plot  of  one  Syndercomb, 
who  was  refolved  to  aflaflinate  him;  but  fome  of 
\i\%  accomplices  difcovered  the  plot,  and  Synder- 
comb was  condemned  to  be  hanged;  but  before 
the  time  of  his  execution  he  was  found  dead  in 
his  bed.  After  this  plot  was  difcovered,  fome  of 
thole  people  who  were  called  quakers  gave  dif- 
turbance  to  the  commonwealth. 

James  Naylor,  a  man  of  a  whimfical  difpofition, 
who  on  occafions  was  lunatic,  and  had  been  for 
-fome  time  caft  off  by  the  quakerd  as  a  diforderly 
|)erfona  began  to  fet  up  for  himfelf.  He  had 
the  gift  of  utterance,  and  brought  over  fome  ig^ 
norant  people  to  his  party,  who  ftiled  him  tbt 
fin  of  righteoufnefSf  the  prince  of  peace^  the  only 
begotten  fon  of  God,  the  fairejl  afnong  ten  tboufand. 
The  magiftrates  of  Briftol  brought  a  charge  of 
blafphemy  againft  him,  for  which  he  was  tried 
and  fet  on  the  pillory.  The  extravagances  of 
Naylor  are  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  whole  body 
t}f  the  quakers,  who  as  much  difapproved  of  his 
follies  as  thofe  who  coiidemnod  him  to  the  pil- 
loiy.    Mr  Ncal  appears  to  be  a  little  too  feverc 

againft 

•  Whitelockc,  «40*' 


^ 


(    347    ) 

JIgainft  the  quakers  in  his  hiftory  of  the  puritan^ 
and  feems  to  impute  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
friends,  what  was  only  the  fauJt  of  a  diforderly 
brother  whom  they  did  not  approve, 
^  Jofeph  Hall,  Bi(hop  of  Norwich,  died  thi$ 
year;  he  was  a  map  of  good  parts ,  and  great 
learning ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  famous  fyno^ 
of  Dort,  where  he  preached  a  Latin  fermon, 
but  returned  home  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate 
of  health  before  the  conclufion  of  that  aflembly. 
He  was  afterwards  preferred  to  Exeter?  from  whencq 
I)e  was  tranflatcd  to  Norwich.  He  was  a  zealoa? 
defender  of  epifcopacy,  and  wrote  feveral  booki^ 
OQ  that  fubjeft.  He  was  imprifooed  in  the  Tower, 
with  the  reft  of  the  protefting  biChops,  and  upon 
his,  cqlargement,  the  revenues  of  his  biftiopric. 
were  fequcftrated.  He  lived  peaceably  after  this, 
and  fpent  his  days  in  works  of  piety  and  charity^ 
He  feems  to  have  been  a  weak  man,  for  he. 
was  z  tool  to  Laud,  ^nd  brought  himfelf  into 
trouble  by  fupporting  bis  fchemes.  His  praftical 
works  contain  many  ufeful  obfervations,  and  few 
have  been  ^ble  to  imitate  his  contemplations. 

The, parliament  which  affembled  in  Sep- 
tember the  preceding  year,  fpent  a  great  ^  '^ 
deal  of  time  in  confirming  the  govemrpent  under. 
Cromwel  as  Lord  Proteftor;  it  was  long  before 
they  came  to  confider  matters  of  religion.  At 
laft  it  was  determined  (hat  the  proteftant  religion^ 
contained  in  the  fcriptures  pf  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  and  no  other,  (hould  be  afTerted  and 
held  fofth  as  the  public  profeillon  of  national  re- 
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ligion ;  and  that  a  confcffion  of  faith  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  Proteftor  and  the  prefent  parliament^ 
to  be  afferted  and  recoramedded  to  the  people  of 
the  nation;  and  that  none  fhall  be  permitted  by 
opprobrious  words  or  writings  to  revile  or  re- 
proach the  faid  confeffion  of  faith.  That  fuch 
who  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in 
Jcfus  Chrift  his  eternal  fon  the  true  God,  and 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  co-equal  and  co-eternal  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  one  God  bleiTed  for  e- 
ver,  and  do  acknowledge  the  holy  fcriptures  of 
the  Old  and  New  Teftament  to  be  the  revealed 
Will  and  word  of  God,  and  though  in  other  things 
they  may  differ  in  word  and  doftrine,  or  in  dif- 
cipline  from  the  public  profeiEon  held  forth,  yet' 
they  0iall  not  be  compelled  by  penalties  or  rf- 
ftraints  from  their  profeffion,  but  fhall  be  pro- 
tefted  from  all  injuries  and  moleftations  in  the 
profeffions  of  their  faith  and  exercife  of  their 
religion,  while  they  abufe  not  this  liberty  to  the 
dvil  injury  of  others,^  or  the  difturbance  of  the 
public  peace;  provided  this  liberty  do  not  extend 
to  popery  or  prelacy,  or  to  the  countenance  of 
Wafphemy.. 

This  article  was  inconfiftent  with  itfelf ;  for  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  propofed  liberty,  it  took 
away  as  much  as  it  gave ;  no  perfon  was  intitled 
to  this  liberty,  except  ihofe  who  agreed  with  the 
articles  of  confeffion  already  mentioned.  To  ex- 
clude either  papids  or  prefates  from  the  benefit 
of  toleration,  when  they  lived  peaceably,  was  con- 
trary to  the  tcry  genius  of  chriftianity.      The  in- 
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dependants,  as  well  as  the  presbytcrians,  h^d  their 
own  noftrums,  which  they  wanted  to  enforce  by 
fanftions  which  were  contrary  to  the  freedom  of 
chriftians.  All  forros  of  religion  connefted  with 
the  civil  powers  tend  to'  perfecutioh ;  the  mind$ 
of  men  are  fdon  intoxicated  by  authority,  ^that  it 
is  no  cafy  matter  to  prevept  them  from  becoming 
tyrants,  when,  they  can  exerdife  their  authority, 
without  danger  to  themfelves.  Though  the  in- 
tention of  .the  article  againft  the  papifts  and  pre- 
lates proceeded  on  matters  of  ftate,  it  was  very 
inconfiftent  with  liberty  of  confcience  to  make  mat- 
ters of  ftate  fupcrcede  it,  before  fome  plain  tranf- 
greffions  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  profcffed  them 
made  it  neccffary.  It  is  highly>  probable  that 
Cromwel  never  meant  to  clog  toleration  with  a- 
ny  reftri&ions,  had  it  not  beta  for  the  fafcty  of 
his  perfon,  and  the  peace  of  hfs  government;  but 
as  he  was  not  much  engaged  in  the  fpirit  of  god- 
linefs,  it  was  eafy  for  him  to  admit  inconiiflencies 
to  fcrve  his^own  private  ends  and  purpofes,  Some^ 
of  his  friends  had  affirmed,  that  his  defigns  were 
great  and  noble,  and  have  attributed  to  him  all 
the  noble  atchieYements  of  thofe  times;  but  it' 
ought  to  be  confidered  how  many  great  men  a^ed 
in  concert  with  him  till  he  aflumed  the  fu« 
preme  authority,  from  whom  he  both,  learned  how 
to  obtain,  and  how  to  retain  his  power. 

It  was  this  year  that  Dr  Bryan  Walton,  after-, 
inrards  Bifhop  of  Cheftier,  publilhed  the  PolygloU, 
in  fix  volumes  folio,  wherein  the  text  is  printed 
in  the  vulgar  Latin,  HcbreW;  Greek;  Sy riac;  Chal- 
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dee,  Samaritan,  Arabic,  Echiopic^  and  Ferilan  Ian* 
gUages,  each  having  a  Latin  verfion  peculiar  to 
itfelf.  This  laborious  work  was  publilhed  by  the 
affiftance.  of  feveral  perfons  who  were  engaged  in 
k,  and  was  compleated  in  the  fpace  of  four  years. 
It  was  accounted  the  mofl  perfeft  edition  of  the 
bible  that  ever  was  publiflied.  It  was  a  work  of 
great  expence,  and  required  the  affiftaace  of  many 
gentlemen  to  bring  it  to  light.  Dr  Bryan  Walton 
was  afterwards  rewarded  for  his  trouble  with  the 
bifhoprick  of  Chefter,  which  he  certainly  deferved 
for  fuch  a  momentous  undertaking. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  plan  for  the 
royal  fociety  was  formed;  it  was  firft  begun  at 
Oxford,  and  promoted  by  feveral  learned  men,  great 
lovers  of  fcience  knd  natural  philofophy,  and  af- 
terwards transferred  to  London,  when  the  plan  was 
enlarged,  and  the  <jefign  of  a  philofophical  col- 
lege agreed  npon#  ^This  was  the  only  fociety  of 
thofe  times  ^^  which  rdligiou^  diftin^ions  were 
1^  regarded.  People  of  any  denomination  were 
admitted,  provided  they  were  able  to  exhibit  fome 
cjew  difcovery  in  the  arts  or  fciencesi  or  had  made 
aqy^improveaient  in  natural  knowledge*  . 

.  Meffrs  Obadtah  Sedgwick^  Jdin  Langley,  and 
Edward  Corbet,  died  this  year ;  they  were  aU  of 
them  essineiit.  in  their  profeiQiU).  Langley  was 
fchool-mafter  of  St  Paul's  f<;hoo)»  and  prebendary 
of  Gloucefter;  he  was  reputed  a  good  fcholar, 
hiftorian,  and  antiquarian ;,  h^  was  much  refp^^d 
by  Sdden,  but  was  wfer  preferred  ^  in  the 
churchy  on  Recount  of  his  principles^  whiclji  were 
^'     '     "  •         Cal. 
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Galvtniftic.'  Sedgwick  was  a  puritan  divine,  and 
very  popular  in  hrs  day;  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Weftmiafter  affcmbly,  and  one  of  ^the  tfjcrs 
in  the  days  of  Oliver  Cromwel ;  he  wrote  fede- 
ral praftical  books;  which  were  received  whh  great 
epplaufc  by  chc  religious  people  of  thofe  times. 
Corbet  was  aHb  a  puritan  divine,  and  a  member 
of  the  affembly  of  divines;  he  was  one  of  the 
'witneffcs  againft  Biftiop  Laud,  fen*  which  the  friends  - 
of  the  high  church  feldom  mention  his  name, 
txcept  with  fome  difguft.^ 
.  p  The  moft  material  tranfaftioo  concern- 
■5  •  ing  religion  during  this  year  was  the  Savoy 
ftflem^bly,  a  convention  of  independeiKs,  divines,  and 
laymen,  who  afiembled  go  form  a  new  confeifioQ 
of  faith  for  congregational  churches.  This,  when 
it  was  finiihed,  was  called  the!  Savoy  confeflion  of 
•  faith.  It  differed  very  little  frona  the  Wcftroin- 
fter  confeflion,  except  in  what  pertained  to  the 
gbvernRU^^t  of  churches.  They  maintained  the  in- 
dependency of  particular  congregations  upon  pref- 
tyteries,  fynods,  andgeneral  affemblies;  and  affirm- 
ed, that  the  ordination^  of  church  officers  be- 
longed to  the  elders  of  the  congregation^  affift- 
-ei  by  the  whole  members.  That  no  perfons 
onay  adminifier  the  facraments  but  fuch  as  are 
ordained  and  appointed  thereto;  nor  are  the  pat 
tors  of  one  congregation  obliged  to  adminider  the 
facraments  to  any  others  than  to  the  members  of 
that  churdi  to  whom  they  ftand  related  in  that 
capacity.    Nor  may  any  perfon  be  added  to  the 
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church  as  a  private  member  but  by  tbc  cohfcnt 
of  the  members  thereof,  after  a  confefHoo  -of  his 
faith,  declared  by  himfelf  or  otherwife  manifefted. 
They  allowed  that  churches  confiding  of  perfons 
found  in  the  faith,  and  of  -good .  converfation 
ought  not  to  rcfufe  communion  with  each  other^ 
though  they  walk  not  in  all  things .  according  to 
the  fame  rule  and  order.  They  maintained  mu- 
tual forbearance  in  ihofe  things  which  they  looked 
upon  as  matters  of  indifference,  and  allowed  their 
Ihembers  to  hold  communion  with  other  churches 
which  obferred  fome  pradices  different  from  the 
reft. 

This  S^voy  affembly  provoked  the  jealoufy  of 
the  Presbyterians,    and  brought   upon    themfelves 
the  refentment  of  Baxter^  and  fome  other  divines^ 
It  was,  no  doubt,  highly  offenfive  to  thofe  divines 
'    who  had  lately  been    employed    in  .  fettling,  the 
creed  of  the  nation,  to  perceive  another  affembly, 
'  not    called    by  fovereign    authority,    over-turning 
fome  of  thofe  capital  points  which   had,    through 
their  endeavours,  been  fo  folemnly  ratified.     This 
Savoy  confejQdon  was    as    abfurd    in    itfelf  as  any 
other  of  the  kind;    for  it  fuppofed    the    infuffi- 
ciency   of  the  fcriptures  to  dircft  churches  with- 
out  the    manuftfture   of   fome    feleft  perfons    to 
form  them  into  a  fyftem  for  the   reft,      Thdfe 
aphorifms  which  the  divines  of  that  affembly  com* 
pofed  were,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  much 
the  faith    of  independents,    as    the    Weftminfter 
tronfeffion    was   the  -faith    of    presbyterians ;    and 
the  finallcft  departure  from  any  of  thofe  doArine 
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articles  was  fufficient  to  exclude  any  perfon  from 
tfaeir  communion,  however  ftriftly  they  might 
adhere  to  revelation.  This  couduft  of  creed- 
monging  was  at  leaft  faying,  that  thofe  divines 
b^d  fettled  the  meaning  of  fcripture,  and  that 
no.,  -o^ber  fcnfe  ought  to,  be  admitted  Thofe 
ifidepci?dents  who  find  fault  v?it(i  the  presbyte- 
rians  fpr  impofing  confeffions  of  faith,  ought 
firfj:  to  take. the  beam  out  of  their  own  eye, 
before  they  attempt  to  take  the  mote  out  of 
the  ^y^  of  jtheir  brethren. 
.  The,  fuccefl^od  of  bifliops  was  at  this  time  ia 
great  jeopardy,  and  the  hreranchy  in  fpecial  dan- 
ger ;  for  thofe  bifhops  who  were  now  alive 
were  very  aged,  and  in  cafe  they  had  died  be- 
fore a  new  fucceilion  was  created,  the  wholq  - 
febric  of  EngKfli  cpifcopacy  would  have  fallea 
to  the  ground, .  and  the  order  of  the  priefthood 
would  have  been.  loft.  The  church  of  Rome 
was  now  reviving  their  old  reflexions  concerning 
the  Nag's  Hpad  ta?ern  confecration,  and  had 
appealed  to  Dr  Morcton,  the  old  bifliop  of 
Purham,  for  the  trujth'  thereof.  This  bifliop 
was  now  in  his  ninety-fourth  year  when  he 
was  advifed  of  this  reproach.  There  was  no  ^ 
time  to  lofc;  he  immediately  fent  for  a  notary 
from  London,  and,  in  the  prcfence  of  proper 
witncflTes,  made  a  folemn  proteftation  of  the 
falfchood  of  this  ftory,  ajid  figned  it.  By  this 
means  he  faved  the  credit  of  the  church,  and 
prefervcd  the  honour  of  epifcopacy.  The  cler- 
gy w^re  by  this  means  awakened  to  proceed  to 
Vol.  III.  Y  y  mcafures 
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meafurcs  for  preferving  the !  fucceffion  of  bifhops  J 
fb  the  fucceflors  of  the  apoftles  were  prefervei- 
in  fpite  of  both  the  Pope  and  the  Proteftor. 
It  'may  appear  to  the  people  of  this  age  ^ 
matter  of  mirth  and  pleafantry,  to  hear  of  fa 
many  grave  men  fo  zealous  concerning  trifleS; 
but  they  ought  to  confider  that  as  thofc  divines 
believed  the  fucceffion  of  bifliops  a  ferioiis  afl^ify 
they  could  not  have  done  lefi  than  they  did 
to  preferve  it. 

The  grand  cataftrophe  of  this  year  "was'  the 
death  of  Gromwel.  About  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft  he  Mras  feized  with  a  fever,  which  turned 
into  a  tertian  ague,  which  *  being  joined  With 
a  complication  of  fome  other  diftempers^  affe^ed 
his  head  and  turtied  him  delirious  His  phy--- 
^cians  upon  this  declared  his^  life  in  danger^ 
and  the  council  defired  him  to  name  his  fut^ 
ceflbr.  He  appointed  bis  ibn  Richard  to  hc^ 
ceed  him. ,  In  the  intervals  of  his  diftempeif 
he  was  employed  in  afts  of  devotion,  but  Up* 
peared  to  have  no  -oompun^on  ibr  any  of  hii 
public  tranfadions.  He  ikid,  -  in  general,  that 
be  intended  the  good  of  the  nation,  and  meant 
to  preferve  it  from  a  new  war.  He  aiked  Dt 
Goodwin,  if  a  man  cpuld  fall  from  a  ibite  of 
jgrace?  Which  the  Dr  anfwered  in  the  negative; 
Then,  fays  he,  I  am  fafe;  for  I  am  fure  I 
Was  once  in  a  ftate  of  grace.  Major  Biitlar 
fays  he  heard  him  make  his  lail  prayer  to  the 
following  purpofe.  "  Lord,  I  am  a  poof 
*<  fooliih  creature;    this   people  would  fftiii  have 
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^*  me  live;  they  think  it  beft  for  them,  and 
'^  that  it  will  redoand  much  to  thy  glory ;  and 
'^  all  the  ftir  is.  about  this.  Others  would 
<'  fain  have  me  die ;  Lord^  pardon  them,  and 
"  pardon  thy  foolifii  people;  forgive  their  fins^ 
^'  and  do  not  forfake  them,  but  love  and  blefs, 
^^  and  give  them  reft,  and  bring  them  to  a  con- 
^'  fiftency.  And  give  me  reft,  for  Jcfus  Chrifl*$ 
*'  fake;  to  whom,  .with  thee,  and  thy  Holy 
^[  Spirit j  be  ,all  honour  and  glory,  now  and 
"for  evermore.  Amen/'  He  died  on  the 
third  day  of  September,  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight,  the  day  which  had  on  for- 
mer occafions  been  aufpicious  to  him.  Hi^ 
death  was  attended  with  a  violent  ftorm,  which 
piade  his  eneoaies  form  fome  very  uncharitable 
fpeculations  concerning  his  future  ftate;  but  a^ 
ftorms  may  be  eafily  Accounted  for  from  nacurat 
caufes,  there  was  no  occafion  to  let  the  devil 
loofe  to  difturb  the  nation  on  this  occ^iioUi 
It  i$  making,  too  free  with  the  province  of  the 
Almighty,  to  determine  any  perfon's  future  con- 
dition in  oppoQtbn  to  his  mercy*, 

Oliver.  Cromwcl  is  a  charafter  in  hiftory 
which  is  not  eafily  decyphercd;  mqch  has  beeti  , 
faid  both  for, ^an^  againft  him.  His  condud  a$ 
a  ftatefman  was  founded  upoa  leiTons  which  h^ 
had  learned  £rom  great  men  in  the  common- 
wealth,, whQ  in  point  of  \mderftanding  wer? 
much  his  fuperiors ; ,  and  his  condud  as  a  gene« 
ral  wad  grounded  upon  an  experience,  which  ^ 
the    iuccefs   and  errors  of   others   had .  a£forded 
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him.  He  appears  to  hzrc  been  an  apt  difciple, 
though  he  feems  oot  to  hare  been  a  great 
mafter  in  any  thing.  There  arc  few  things  in 
his  charader  which  are  original ;  but  he  conid 
make  the  beft  of  all  things  when  once  they 
were  in  his  poflefiion.  The  fecrecy  of  which 
he  was  mafter  proceeded  from  the  obfenrations 
he  had  made  upon  the  condnft  of  leading  men 
jn  the  parliament,  and  that  natural  difguife  of 
temper  which  he  was  poflefled  of.  But  the 
ra(h  projefis  which  he  formed  in  his  early  Kfe 
£bew,  that  it  was  not  fo  much  the  force  of 
genius  and  capacity,  as  of  obfervation .  and  good 
fortune^  which  fupported  him.  His  defign  of 
leayiug  his  natire  country,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles,  fhews,  that  he  had  then  no  intentfon 
of  fucceeding  as  he  did;  but  a  concatenation  of 
events  and  circumftances  laid  things  rn  his  way, 
which  ambition  prompted  him  to  embrace,  and 
his  friends  fupported  him  in  purfuing.  He  muft 
have  been  a  very  dull  difciple  not  to  have 
learned  the  maxims  of  civil  policy  under  Hamb. 
den,  Fleetwood,  Ireton,  and  Whitelock;  men 
who,  if  they  had'  been  pofleflcd  of  the  fame 
ambition,  and  had  been  reftrained  by  their  prin- 
ciples, were  every  way  equal  to  the  uik  which 
Cromwcl  undertook. 

That  he  was  a  great  man  cannot  be  denied; 
but  he  was  much  obliged  to  others  for  his  great- 
tefs.  He  was  mafter  of  his  paiSotis,  and  knew 
how  to  difguife  his  fentiments;  but  this  vras  the 
temper  of  the  age,  and  he  had  many  opportuni* 

'   '  lies 


<    3^^    ) 

tfcs  to  Icam '|M-udence.  TP  he  hid- Been  poflcffed 
of  good  ]i)rtec?ples,  he-^oftld  nfevir-  have  reached 
the  fummit  of  temporal  glory  which  he  attained; 
for  he  did  many  things  Which  a  gbod  mzti  would 
never  do,  and  what  a  weak  man  c<AiId  not  Ad* 
He  bad  many  good  and  bad  qualities,  for  which 
he  himfelf  muft  anfwer  for  the  improfveiticnt  or 
abufe;  To  religion  he  ihe^^ed  much .  regard; 
though  he  oftto  made  it  a  tool  to  his  intereiK 
Though  he  often  played  the  tyraiit,  he  had 
great  ideas  of  liberty;  and  under  his  Protedter-' 
fbXp  England  enjoyed  ^her  freedom  in  a  high  de- 
jgree.  The  writers  *  of  ^ -civil  hiftory  •  hive  given 
his  xharafter  aft  large,  which  {hill  prevent  any 
further  defcrip!ioflth«i»cdf  in- this  .pikcfe'     ' 

Richard  CroraWel  &cc6e4ed'  his^iath'er, 
smd  was  preferred  t6»'^ tHeProtcSorfhip;  bat  '^  ^^" 
continued  a  fliort  timfc  •  The  priesby'terians;  a>s  Well 
as  the  independents,  were  againft  hin^  .-'"th^'^fi^ft 
were  for  monarchy,  ahd  the  latter  'for  a- com^* 
monwealth.  The*  Wallingford'-h'oifle  "party,  lof 
which  Fleetwood  and  Defsbo^l:%h  Were  thi-heads; 
were  zealous  for  a  Comradiiweahh,'  and*  fiad  cdn- 
certed  meafures  to-  taki  the  government  frbrb 
Richard.  They  prevailed  with' Richard' to* fet  up 
a  council  of  officers,  which  wfcre'all  fepubKcainsl 
and  who  intended  nothing  except  his  downfol. 
They  behaved  fo  rudely  *  to  him  that  he  was 
obliged  to  diflblvc  them :  but  .tHey  were  hot 
thus  to  be  put  off;  *for  they  ferit  a  meffagc 'to 
Richard  to -diffolve  the  parliaifaent;'*  telling  hitn^ 
chat  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  keep  both  the 
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pdriiameni  aod;  the  army  at  his  dfrpdop.  .  Thf 
•  ProteSorf .  through  r  fear  di^olved  che  parliamenty 
0nd  gave  bimfelf  op  iuto  the  power  of  the  proij^ 
From  ibis  time  till  the  reftoratioQ  there  are  few 
ihiags :  of  0mch  importance  c:onceiaing  church 
ifeira.  - 

General  MQnk  returned  from  Scotland  with 
The  army, .  and  by  a  fyftem  of  deceits*  fcafcely 
rp.  be  '  parallelled  in  hiilory,  deceived  both  the 
iAdepfiideqts  and  presbyte^ians.  He  made  the 
ofK  parr^  believe  that  he  woatd  never  admit  oi 
any  othtr  gpyernmeni*  tjiao  that  qF  :  a  cotnniaa^ 
wealth;  and  .perfuaded  (he  . otber«  thar^  in  cafic 
ch^  King  was'r^ftored^  k  (hould  be^iif  the  fo0t^ 
ing  of  the  ibrmer.  treaty  at  the  Ifle^of  Wight  ^» 
.  Nothing  wa^;  farther  from  his  inteotipns  than  ei- 
,  ther  of  thefci^  as  appeared  afterwards  when  the 
Ipatteir:  fc^im  to  a  trial)  for  he  deceived  both 
])artie$  >in  a  veiy ;  flagrant  maoaer*  Declaration 
^  and  osf^^  w^re  nothing  tp  Gfcnora)  Monk;  he 
regarded  ^hem;  no, more  thiQi  f<^a  weed^  and  ea^ 
cic^voure4  tp.ferve  htt^w9  private  temporal  m* 
tereH::  at  the  ei^pence  of  all  law  and  coniciencef. 
Tj^o  {hew  what  a  confummate  diffenibier  he  wa^ 
J.iball  tr»^cribe  one  of  hii^  letters  to  the  par* 
liafpent.  '*  You.  are,"  fiiys  he,  **  the  people  who 
*^  have  filled  the  wprld  with  wimder^  but  Dothing 
'<  is  impdO^e  to  faixb;  and  the  pn^nifes  of  God 
^  are  fure  and  certain.  We  acknowledge  that  we 
**  ourfeives  have  much  cpntribmed  to  xi)e,  JU>rd's 
**  departing,  from  our  ^rael,  but  WiS  ,  (eq  Gqd's 

•  Wcllirood'8  Memoirs.  f  WcUwood's  Appcildix. 


^hdur  is  cotne,  tod  the  titiie  of  his  pedpie'd 
^  ileliverance ;  ^en-  the  f^  time,  is  *  at;  hand. 
^  He  Cometh  ikipptng  dver  all  the  mouotams  o^ 
**  fm  and  unworthincfs.  Wc  befeech  you  not  tc^ 
«  heal  the  woudds  of  the  daughter /^  of  Gbd's 
^' people  flightly,  but  co  make  fo  ftiVe  and  lafl^ 
^  tflg  a  i^rovifldn,  ^  fbr  both  chTiftian  and  ci?il 
^  rightly  as  both  this  :and  Aiture  geiieraiions  may 
^  hate  caufe  to^  rife  up  aikl  call  you  bteffed^ 
^  and  the  blackeft  defigfit  tt^sy  never  be  able  to 
^*caft  dift  id  your  fa<:c«  any  more." 

In  conclufion,  he  defii^ea  them  to  eDc6nrage 
godly  ffiiaifters  and  magiftrates,  that  no  yoke  maj^ 
be  itnpoffd  upcoi  confcience^  but  what  is  agrees 
^le  to  the  word  of  God.  Thefq  are  the  words 
of  that  f^me  Monk,  who  betrayed  all  his  friends 
00  different  oecafibns,-  and  whofe  uatne  defervei 
to  be  handed  down  to  foture  generatioQa  ^ith 
feproaoh^  *i>d  contempt  ,  He  atrempccfi  i^kh  fiat-» 
leri^r  of  the  like  kind  to  cajole.  >th$  Seots^  and 
tokl  Ai4ta  th^  their^  difqipJine  fhould  be  taken 
MiVt  trf,  hot  iibey  wovdd  not  ^ruft  hira^  they 
fent  Mr  Sharp  as  their  agent,!  and  gave  him  ia^ 
ftru^ions  to  ufe  his  beft  eadeavoura  that  the 
church  of  Scotland  nught  enjoy  '  her  privileges 
without  interFupiion,  and  thai  a  tderation  of  fee- 
taries  might  be  avoided.. 

General  Monk  and  the  presbyterilns  now  car^ 
ried  all  before  theon;  the  indepet^den^  %n^  aqa^ 
baptifts  were  in  difgrace ;  their  le;4der9  had  not 
she  honour  of  being  ccmfuhed  in  this  iosportant 
matter;    for   Monk  mii^  the  pr^^^iei'ms  fo^^ 

tbemfelves 


tliemfelves  afele:  to  do  .without  tbem,  and- for  that 
reafon  paid, them  no  regards !  From  this,  time  the 
power  of  the  «my  and  the  rindependcnts  de6ify-' 
cd,  and  came  to  oolhing'. 

The  prc^yttmns  were  ftow;  in  the  p<^-.    : 
feffion  of  the   whole  power. (0f  JEjigladd  ;  '.^,?  -  * 
allpofts,  cr?il,  rcKgious,  aodi  mjHt^Yy>   were  nfiw» 
filled  with    men  of    this  -^prfaciple.    They    nbw- 
thought  that  the.  day  was;  tbtir  own,:,j^' iruled* 
with  as.  much  fecurity  as  Tf  :air  thing*  hdd  ji^n' 
perfeftly  fettldd.    They  relied  now  upon  Mooky 
who  flattered  them^  and.madethpn  believe  that 
he  was  their  real  friend,'   at  :the  Amef  tio^  that 
he  was  ;undermining  their  imereft,   and .  preparing 
the  way  for  eprfcopacy*    The  presby t^riBn3 ;  wei^ 
warned  .  by    the  independents,  not  ItO;-  place.  .tOo. 
much  confidence  in   their,  n^vr    convicdiim^ i  .bat 
they  wolild  not  liften  to  advice  till    it.^a^  :too 
fete.    The. principal  thirig  which  they ■  endeavoured 
to  guard  againlt,    was  the  returning  of 'men  of 
republican  principles  to  pafliamedt  againft-tbe  Qjew 
eleclions.    The:  .parliament  happened  tot  be^  iiich 
a  one    as .  Monk  intended^    altogether  '  retdy   for 
reftoring'  the   King,  >  without  confiilting  the  inte^ 
refts  of  religion,  or  the  laws  of  the  ladd. 
'    The  Scots  infifted  upon  the  tenns  of  the  co- 
tenant,  and  the  treaty  of  the  Ifle  of  Wigbt^  and 
fent  over   Mr  James  Sharp,   with  the    Eark   of 
Crawford  and  Lauderdale,  to  Holland,    to  reprc- 
fent  to  the    King  that  the    church  of   Scotland 
txpeftcd  to  be  protefted  on  the  footing   of  the 
presbyterian  cftabli(hmeut/  fvitbout  indtilgence  to 
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Ii«lSta#j8ine^  with' ifhemi  itf  ^n    alddrcfr   oF  rhei^ 

aflf  tbe^  ttff^Wes '  ilftt'  th'e*  Scdre!  p^esB^t^riaris-  uri- 
dW^cW,  fcMy  ilttvei^  Gd^ld  eY^a^rd  tfife  ehoagto. 
dl?  tbtemtibii*  t§'  afiy;  e^tfpt?  thbfe  ef  thteir  6wtf 
fWfurfldav  Th^  tr^ubie^- wKicfl  caWe  upbtf  iHeih* 
#ftW^  tfW^  reftdi^tioft;  rftadfe  «aaf  oP  tHctti'  think 
drfi^Wiftv  2Jt  lW(i«,  rt»de>  thtAi  find  tfte  Atccffi^-^ 
ty-  df  tet  indtilg(5iicfe',  Whkh'  tfl<iy  TfiW'  not  wil- 
llflg^  to^  gtttif  to^  othfeW.  THe '  Eiigiak-  pi^BjrVc-' 
riftlis  Mfieref  for  htildii«>g  Kjr  th«  tl-daty^  oF  the*  Hlfel 
^  WSghr,  difd  the  e<«trtieW  oP  tHbfe  lifticr  td6» 
M  opportunity  ft^m  ttii^  lio  refet*  all  rtfetfdrs-  tb 
a-  f^no*  oft  bet»  jJartJe*  When-  ifie  KShg  fiibaia 
*e  ftefflortd;  *tlH»  ^fe  ttlfe'  f ufa  o*  tHeir  catife; 
fe*«  ii^  w»  e&Jj^  fd'peVCclV«S  **t-  the  pzHf  v?hic<h 
httS  ck;i^  ro)^I  Motif  wafe^  nftlft  lltt^lj^'  ft^  htt«« 
fIte'Beticn  t^litf  eY6at  rftJ^rwir*  dtdared,  thH 
iMl/i  \OM^i^I^-  tH«  (^^;    The  3€lbti>  pifdsbJ^Wn^^ 

^w  <:f  t\id  did  d^^y<;    Btit^  C^I^,   M^tM] 

thei  ]bOtfdbQi  tfiklii^i's;  chai^  {fr^bfiety  <5M]ld*  ivoj 
be  cftabliihed;  for  ^Rfti*fe-r«fi)nJ^  itesf  yffd^^dmi^ 
mined  to  rtft  upon  Ufher's  redufiripu  of  epifco- 
pacy.  This  fliews  that  the  En^lilh  divines  were 
but  luke-warm  in  the  caufe  of  presbytery; 
for  though  they  had  fwom  to  fupport  it,  they 
were  yet  willing  to  give  it  up  for  a  lirtle  eafe 
or  conveniancy.  Mr  Baxter,  who  knew  the  tem- 
per of  the  ckrgy  of  thofe  times,  declares,  that 
-VxjK^IL  Zs  many 
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manjr  of-  them,  had  Jarge^  exge^ations*  of  •  favour 
QR(d  re(peft,    and, ,  perhaps,  Ije.^  himfclf  Was   one; 
for  as  foon  as  Charles ,  (iame  overi  :he  was  ms^de 
Qne  of  his  chaplain.s ;   though  this  .honour  did;  not 
Uft  long.    King  Charles  mighr,^  indeed, ;  rajfe  .their. 
^xp)qft^tions,:^or  when  he  came.to,  Whjtcljilli  ha 
9iade  ten .  presbyterian  minifters  ^his .  chapj^jns,^  and 
when  he  went  tO;  the  houfe,  he  advifed  jthe  ^pjr^Si 
to  joiu  with  j  him,  in   extinguiftiing' all;  their  fears, 
.'  After,  feveral  ^crpfs,  maEypeuvres    on  both  fide«, 
the  Commons  came  to  a  refolutipn  to  iavit€^;homc 
the  *  King ;    money  was  voted  ;  to  d?ftax .  hjs  •  ex- 
pences,  a;  deputa^tion  of  Lords . and  Xoamjons^. was. 
f(^t  to  attend ,  him,   aqd  the  fledt^was  ordered  to 
convoy  him  hoijie. .  It  jvas.mo'^ed  :bx.5jSir.  Matr, 
thc^y  vB^Ies,:  that  ^a  <;oran(ii(itec  migfet  be  appoipted 
to  review  the  proportions  of  the  Ifle   of  Wight* 
and;w?s  fecondcd;  in  his   motion;,  but  Mpnk  op-: 
pqf(?d,it,    and  .faid,   that    he   would   npt    aqfwcr, 
for  the  peacQ'  of    the    nation  if  ai^y    ^elay^.  yras 
inade  of  calling;  b^mie;  the  Kjng : ;  this  .friglie^ed 
the  houfe  jmo  comgliauce.  .For  ?bjs  (eryice Mpnkj 
was.  rewarded  , with  a  dukedom;  a  g?t{f  r^  >  Ms^. 
eftate,   and  with  one  of  the.higbeft  pofts  of  feo^ . 
nour  and. profit  itt:  the  n^tion^    ..  •• 
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No  fooncr  was  Charles  reftorcd  to  the  throne 
of  his  father  than^he  liturgy  of  the  cbucch 
of-  England  was  iiArdduded-  •into  the  royal  cha- 
pels. Prelacy  wis*  ftill  corifidcred  -as  the  'efta- 
bliflied  ^rdiglon ;  for^  all  the  \afift  ahfl  proceedings 
of  the  long  'parliament  were  in  their  o^ra  nature 
illegal  V  being  contrary 'to  the  rules  of  thic  cdnfthu- 
tion.  -The*  Houfe  of  Lords^  began  early'  to  fheW 
Sieir*  zdA '-  for  -epiftopacy ;  they  apppiuted'  Dr 
Ma'rfton*  to  read:  the  fe^ice/book  befoi*e'  thcni 
in  all  its'  fortxialkies ;«  and  next  Sunday  Dr  Gm^ 
den  preached,  and^  adiiaimfteted  tht  fecratnent  td 
feveral  of  the  Peers  kntding.*^  The  old  clergy,* 
who  had  been  tutted  out  ^  of  their  places  by  the 
parliament,  camt  in  numbers  to  the  court,  to  bd 
reftored  to  their  former  places  and  hodopirft;  they 
magnified  their  fufferings  for  the  royal  caufe,* 
and  endeav^bured  to  make  a  merit  of  their  pzOl 
iuflerings>  on  purpofe  to  obtain  greater  prefer-' 
menis.'  Upon  *  this,  fdmc  hundreds  of  thc'presby-  V 
tferian  minifters  were  'turtied  out,  and  difpoffeffed^ 
at  once,  as  a  reward  for  their  reftoring  his  Ma-^ 
jefty.  They  applied- to  Charles,  and' defired  ibat. 
tbey  might.  h6ld*  thoft  livings  which  had  belonged 
to  fome  vicious  clergymen  who  had  been  turned 
(kit  for  fcandalpus  praftices;  but  in  this  they  were 
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not  heard.  The  way  of  preferment  had  now 
'^maped  kid  -sta&ther  dimnsd,  und  the  favours  <3i 
the  court  were  dcfigocd  for  men  of  a  different 
perfuafion.  JJ^  old  -laafWs  ja,  the  univerGties 
were  reftortfd,  at)d  the^prclent  maftcr^  turned  our, 
and  all  things  relating    to  religion  haftened  faft^ 

gx;5j^tly  r^wfi^  4^mg  t)i<?  fi^p^  o|^  ^Iw  wmpoii- 
WJe^tb^  b?gap  n<?vV  to  ^fc   m  fefi»d,   a»4  .ftatk 

fgilii  Vifhcwt  fjfim^  i  «ll  forts  4^^  ^fm  wv^  f^ 

fer»  W^s  pr^fl^  without  i}iaMf^  <(r.  fcpro^dJ.; 
s(^  tjb*f  liie  Kiug  ^nd  bi^  4;Qmt  wre  .tfcfi  cllkC 
pftfpni  ^  ifnnjpyFifity,  CJ|arJ«  pmAied-  hit  pJa- 
fer®b  jwpilwwr  RayijPjK  WK  ai^Wfios  tt).  gojftror; 
Ijppnf;  h?  had  W  F»«fPl»:  Of  relipett^  aqd..©f 
cqnfc^c^^  l^,iio.ffv  ^;fi9*  9t:  feitfe  0f,d«iy^ 
«»5  (i^cf  4}f^gi)  w/il)  .rfggri  i»  .reHgiflb .  wsf  tor 
ttj^itp .  tlip  pjipiit^  ^  pWWffonB  iwdter.  one  go-^ 
Y^^mci^;  thi^  ffxf^^  ^  fgrae  wfih  tb^  ichcrae 
of  ih^  \dth9pSf  ip  hijpe^  ?b«  he  i»|glit  i^iJQ  a. 
tol^raMQ9  far.  the  j^iflan  c^fjicrfics.  H«  impntd^ 
whep  ^rqac  multifi^^  of  miiii(lff«  w«r5  mrfkcd. 
out  pf  the  chyr^hf .  that  i;  wpv^jfj  ^b^  i^fy  te  ©tr 
^10  ^  trferatipp  fpr.pupiil^.ampfig  ?fe«  reft,  wb9. 
would  ^pply  for  iadujgf  nee  .  Tjhig  ftiev^ .  i;baf; 
Charles  did  sot  want  uncjerftapdi^,  .tfeopgh.  h« 

Iiad  no  principle}    for  this  WW   ^  ¥«ry  pr^bafete, 
ipeaus  tQ  bring  ^b90t  his  «id« 

The 


)li9|j^  -fhem  their  fporr,  and  tlieir  own  meannefs 
made  them  really  contemptible.  They  made 
adssHBC^  i»  41  fee  tot  moot  who  veee '  4etfiiimiocd 
pot  t6  yidd  in  tkc  fm^ftleft  matters  to  relictti 
thcaji,,  Tfiofc  TCtj  ixjcn  wlip  had  been  extreme.- 
)y  zeaboa  k>f  'the  Widfiniisfter  '  confeffioa .  ^sf 
faith^  jiniJ  the  direSory  for  'worJMp/  and  had 
fw>tn  .tl»^  (okmk,  league  Md  CQiM»a&t,  did  ^  of 
rlieir  ewn  accord,  »oflfer  to  gite  «H  tkp,  and  en-* 
gagefl  *io  rcceivfe  a  platform  of  epifcopa^cy^  .oply: 
^t&itci&t:  ^^  fdme  partieolBM  fi^m  the  cM  trap-* 
|>ij:g  of:  Rome,  which  had  been  formerly  ki  fa-; 
ibk>Q»  :  It  is  no  hmiour  to  the  sanies  of  Cak-- 
my,  Reyadds,  A&i  Waffis,  Mantofi,  and  Sp«r-* 
flow,  to  find  them  firft^  in  the  Wl  of'thofesK 
i^o  ivoitfnartly  itiadd  a  gift  of  thdt-  j^rificiples^ 
to  plcafe  a  fet  of  men^  who  d^xfeit:  them  iu: 
their  b.^iM^ts,»  and  wei«  determifidd  itar  humUe  them. 
The  cringing  propolis  and  petitions. of* the  pres- 
byteri^u  minilters  on  tkh  occaiioiV  muft  Jei&a  them 
ih  the  efteem  of  aH  hooeft  men.  Their  addreis 
to  Charles  ts  fo-  full,  of  fl4ttcrj  and  meannefs, 
that  it  fl)^ws  tbey  bad  giyen  'up  thofe  jprmciple^ 
of  fdrtitude  and  i-efoltiticm;  irtiicb  they  formerly 
Qxprcffed  in  a  very/ fofctWi  m  Their  jpro- 

pofals  for  accommodadkiQ  declare,  that  ditre  was^ 
a  great  falling  off  frooji  ^r  former  fenti* 
jpcnu^.  .  ^hcn 

^  Firft,   tlut  we  may  be  feeqred  of  .tliole   tbliigi  In  fm&iQe, 
9€  wbkk  wc'ieem  to  be  a^d  in  priiicfple;  as, 

1.  that 


(■  ?«<$.  )   . 

''•■Wlienthi-'miSifters'  came'  to  court  with  Sclr 
propoftls  they-  expeftcfl  to  haTC  met  foiric  of-thc 

:  r    ^»    i  .  i   ;    ;    .        .   * '    '     ;       bilhops; 

'  r.  That,  thbfe' of  our  flocks  that  are -ibrious  in  matters' of  tkeit 
iaWatiQQ  njay  not  be  reproachfully  han4lf<^  ^Y  wbrds'  of  fcornj  or  , 
any  abufivc'  language;  but  may  be  encouraged  in  their  duties  of 
cxhordSg  '*ind  prOvdking  one  another  ib  their  noft  holy  faith, 
and  o^  f|iTt(ipiin9  on^^aqother  in,  the  'ways  ct  etem&l  life.  . 
I  a. 1  That. each  cpngrcgatioji  may.  have  a  learned,  orthodox, ' and 
godly  ^ahoV;  'that'^thc  people  maybe  pubficly  inlbii<acd  by  preach- 
ing every  L^d's  ;ilay,  by  caleShifing,  by  f^bent  admiuider^g  the 
^or4*s;iU|4pcT  ,ju^  ^apti/m;  and  that  ^effe^ual ,  proyi^oi^  by  law 
may  be  made',  that  fuch  as  are  infufficient,  .negligent,  or  fcaDda- 
iotts, 'may  not  omciate. 

-  3l.  vP^\si^^^^\7^^  ^^>  admitted  to  the  lioxd's  f«pper.  till.  they. 
perfonaUyawn  their  baptifmal  covenant  by  a.  credible '  profeffi-on 
6f '  -faith  and  hofin^fs, '  not  contradi^ed  by  a  .  fcaodalous  life. 
Tiiat^to'AlchtQOly- '^onfirmatkm  may  be  adminifter^,  and  that 
the.  ^ip^robatipn  of  the  paflor  to  \i^jiom  th6  inftru<Sliag  thofe^un* 
^er  his' charge  ^oth  ^appertain,  may.  be  produced  before  any  per- 
fen  rcciivcs Aconfiibiatfbn.       *  .     .      i.        i      :  '  '      '    . 

.4;,  That  an  .^fieAual  coutie  bejitalsen  for  the  fan^tificatioD  of 
die  Lord*&  day,  -  appropriating,  the.  fame  to  holy  exencifes,  both 
iii' public*  and* private*,  'without  any 'unneceiTary  divertifementQ. 

.Then  fbr* . jouLUen  ;o£  indiffcseoce,  v\t»  churcH  government,  li*' 
turgy,  and^cer^mpnies,  we.  huq[ibly 'xieprciefit9  * 
*  That  we' do 'not  ^renounce  the  true  ancient  primitive  epifcofttcy 
or  pkefideixcy,  .as  it  ^was'  balanced  with  a  due  commixion  of  pre£*  . 
byters.  .  If.  therefore  your  Majefty,  in  .your  grave  wifdom  and 
moderation,  ih^ll  conltltute  fuch  an  epifcopacy,  we  fliall  humbly 
fpbmit    tber^n(o.   '  And    in  'order    to'  an   accommodation  {n   this 

*  *  * 

'V|iei^tj^'4f'^'*t'^^-'4^^'^  ^^^*'^y  ;to<  offer  fome  particulars,' which' 
we.  cbnceive  were*  .aniifs  in  .the  ,  epifeopjil  gotcmmeiit  as  it  ^  wais 
ptadtifed  befote  tl^e  year  one  thoufaiid  fix  hundred  and  forty. 

.1.  Thj;  .great  extciu  of  the^bifliop's  diocefe,  which '  we  appre-' 
hend  '190  larse  ^  .his  {)ern>nal .  iiifpcdHoo.  -      ^      > 

'  1.  That 'by' Veaibn' of .  this  difability  the  bifhops  did  depute' 
the  adminiftracioii^^  in'mattfcrs  ^of^i^ritdal  cognizance,  to.  coxfimif-' 
f^ips,  ^  ^chancellors,  and  officials,  whereof  fome  are  feculair  per  feat,* 
and  could  not  adminiftcr  that  power  that  originally  belongs  to 
the  officers  pf  thq  .diurch,    ..»...-,•...,  *•./.•• 

«  %»  That'tlW  bifhops  did  afTume  the  folc  power  of  pr(Ua4t»o«i» 
and  jurifdidtion  to  themfelves.*   '  '  '       -  ^.  That 


(     J^7     ) 

*  •         • 

l^lliopfe,    but.  they;  ifwr?   all :  dcfigppdiy  ;  abfent. 

laftcad  of  a^  conference  ^with   thei  biibop^.they 

>  received 

'  4.  That  fome  of  the  bifliops  cxcrcifcd  an  atbitrary .  power,  ,by 
fending  forth  '  afticles  of  .'vifitatioil,  cfiquiring'  tinwarranta1))y  'into 
feveral  rtiings,  and  fivearing  dhatch-wardrxis  io  prcfeht  *  according, 
ly.  AlCo  many  innovations  and  ceremonies;  were  impoied  upon 
xninifters  and  people  not  requi/cd  by  law. ' '    *    v. 

For  remedy  of  thcfe  evils  \re  crave  leave  to  ofFet,        '    '  * 

'  X.  The  late  moft*  reverend  pihnit€  of  Irtl^nd  his  redm^ion  of 
cpifcopacy  mto  the  farm  of  iynpdic^l  government.      -         .•  »  • 

1.   Wc  humbly  dedre  that  tHc  fuflfrsigaiis,  or  .chor^ifcopf,.may 
be  choftn  by  the  re({)e<Slive  fynods.  '  ,      '  .       '^   ".' 

-3;  That  *  no  "  eaths,  or  proiififts  of  obe'diertcc  to  the*  bifliops,* 
,  nor  any  unneceflary  'fubfcriptiot|s  'or.  cngagcmciiti,  "be  .made  necef- 
fary  to  ordination,  iniflitution  or  indudtion,'  minlfbration,'  commu- 
nion, or  immunities  of  miniiftets,  thfcy  being*  refponfible  for  any  . 
tranrgreflion  of  the  law.  And.  that  ^o  biiliOps,  *  of  ceclefikffical 
governors,  may  exerci(e' their  government 'by  thisir  private' will  or 
pleafure, '  but  only    by   ilich  rules,  canons,' and  cbntlitutions,    as 

fliall  be  eftabliihed  by  parliament:.  '  '   .  

•  Secondly,.   Concerning  liturgy.         *  "  .  '  '      ' 

I.    We  are  fatisficd  in  our  judgments  concerning  the  lawfulnefs 
6f  a  liturgy,   or  form  of  Wtitlliip,    provided    it    be  niattet  agree- 
able to  the  word'of 'Gfcd,    arid  fuited  to  'tlje  hahtfc  'of  the  fcve-' 
ral  ordhiances  and  h^cedities   of"  the  'thurch  ;    neither  too  tedious/ 
nor  compofed  of  too  iliort'ptkycrt,*  61^  tef^ontlils^  'not' diffbnJint' 
from  the  liturgies   of  other  reformed  churches,    nor   too  rigoroufly 
impofed,  ^or    the   mirtifter-  cohfintd/therduaCo,  ^but   that  he   may 
alfo  Aake'u^  of  his  gifts  for  rpraycr  and  eihorfatipn../.  r   ^  .? 
.  %•  For^Umuch  as  the  book  oftcbmmon  prayer  is  in' fcane-  thldgs' 
jti(!iy.  dJieoAvVf  >  and    needs    amendment,  .  we  niofl:  humbly  pray»' 
that  foibe  learned,    gpdiy,  rand  mddeeate  divines  of  both    pafua- 
fions,  'may  be  emf^oyed  to 'compile  fueh'a  iofm'  a&  is  before  de^ 
^ribed^    as  mUch  as  may  He -in  icripture;  words;.'  or  at  leaft  .to. 
revile,' .and  reform,  the  old;  togothier  with  ah  addition /of  other  va-> 
douft  CqripSi in  fcripture  phiafe,  to  bc\uCed:at  the.  miniftet's.c&olce. 

^  Thirdly*  :Concertiing  :ceijemQnjps^ .  ' .-  ,..t..       1  . )  « :;         ? 

We  'hold  ourfelves  obliged  in  every  part  of"  divine  worihl;),  to 
do  all  things  deceotly  and*in  .oideir,.  ^nd  to  edification;  and  are 
iyiljjing.^,.be  deterreinetl  by  authority  in /uch  .  .things^,  as,,  bei^g 
merel)^.  cijciimC^ntAal,  ,^are  cofnmon  .to  human  ^d^on^  and  foc^tjes*,. 
4^dVure.  (9,  U:  ordered,- by.  the  light  of.^jatijre  ;|ad  hijmaw'nrudonce. 
,    .  .  .  *  ^  As 


<   3^   ) 

ri5Cei*«d  t'^tritt&iif  anftee*  ttf  tHeii*  piper,  ''(iWcfr 
wa8f  nrf  nmysi  piterfing  to  tl!rem*i      Bj^lieM* 

fwer 


,  As  to  diren  cemaotucs^  fotmalf*  retaincdt  uXh  t^.  eknfdr  oft 
^ii^^d,,  we  do,,  in  alL  hiuulky^  oSSat:  to  7(Oii£.  M2LJtik%  'Ha^SoU^ 
j^Otsviiigi  coniidersuioiu. , 

That  the  wordiip  of  God  m  iniUelf  p.urc  and.  pexife^^^an^ 
decent,  viriehout-  anjr.Aich  ceretnonies^  'K^^.  ^  >*  thea.m0ft.9c- 
•qitabie  wheiL  it  has-  leaft  of  hixms^n^  mixt^u  TBai  thcfe  ce» 
remonies  have  been  imppied  and  advanci^d  by.  'Tome^  fo  as-  t<K 
diay  neaf.  to  the  fi^ificancjF  and.  taioral  cffifiAC)[  of  iaciaviemt* 
That  thej  have  been  rejeaed  hf  mim%.  of .  the  reforoud,  duic^h^ 
abroad,,  ani  hav^  been  evev.  tH^  ru%a  of  contention  aadk  end- 
Ids  difs^tes  in  this  church;^  aqd  thiati^tc  bcHig,,ia  theit  .owa 
nature  iudiffcreDt»  and  mmaUe,  ithej.  oug)kt  td  be  chaog^.  lead 
in.  tixsA  xhey  flioold.  be  ap4>jf •bended- at  poq^arg^:  as.  the  .^bftaib^ 
tiaki  of  woribip  themicbres,    . 

May^it.thcrefoipe  pleaieypur  Ma|e(ty.  grKiouilK  ta..grattty.  that> 
kneeling:  at  the  Lord's  fuppjer»  .^d  fiich.  hplidm  as  are  but  0^ 
human  inftUution,    niay  not  be' impofed'on  fuca  aa.icniplc;  tbtoW 

That  the  uie  of  the  forplice  and'crofs  in.bap^i^  apd' bowings  at 
the  nazne^  9f»  Jc^«.  niaj;  be  aboUdied.  Ahd  forafinucli  a&-.eie^- 
hig.  altars,  amd' bowii^  towards  tHem,.  and  inch  likp,  (haviog^no^ 
foundation-  in  the  law  of  the  land). .  have^  been  •  introdnced*  an^ 
impofed,  we  humbly  .bcfeech  your*  l/Ujsikjp,  that  iiicfa^  '"""raipirpf 
may^  not  be .  ufed^  or  imppTcd  for  the  Auorc  ... 


T.  Concerning.  dttxehrgosreriBHi^  That  thtf  iStmi\Sm9^  Myi. 
jaft  rea<4Na*for  n  diftac  from;,  the  ecdefiafHMl  \kmvMf'  of  this 
]Bmfg4oflK^  vMchfi theyr  believer  iaritbc' main  to  bbfthe  tfWPpiMiHci 
«^i^6fpcy«.  which4wai-  moBc'than  armeer- jvecidcaflyi  of^^dM')' 
Mb  do.  tHeyi  fiad;:that  it  w«A  tttiaaBodt  by.>  aay- antlwiiPiriPit  «iMi&> 
a^ctoai  of  pBe(b)rterv.  the«g|nit  has  \k^  inai)I*tiae««ez4tttMMil 
ittth-  tbe  airifl>fw»  ands  cooniiel^.  ofprcAytcMJ  i v  i)Sbardlaftti«i;  ttf 
BMbofii.  IVf' wonder  thM  tb^  Ihottld'eaci^  agakll^tlAFgHiMWs 
meat  by  one  iinglc  perfon,  whichy'  if'a^cd  tO'tlli'cWII  iftl)^MKe« 
\k  a  moft  ds^gerous  'infinuatioA: ' 

As  to  tfafe  four  partfeular-  infl'amres  of  thhigf  antM,  " 

•  t.   V^' cannot' grint  tht  evcettt  of  afiy'£6ce(^is^r<y 'gf^t^  .b^ 

that' a  biHiop  maywdf  peffo^'Kff  ddfty,  wMdi'  i^*  x^V  ^  jtet^ 

iAial'inl]be6Uoa  bf'ever]^  niikn'^  ib«l;  Itotvtldt-jtrf&rlt^dAaeeT^dr 

takiBg 


' 


iwjer  -they .  received  rbeif  eyes  were  now  openqd^ 
ah4  they  perceived  that  they  had  become  dupes 
.     -  A  a  a  to 


taking  care  that  the  mioiflers,  aa4  ottier  ecc1e6aftical  officers  withiA  theif 
dioceie,  do  their  duties ;  and  H  fome  dioce&s  ihould  be  too  Istrge^ 
the  law  allows  fufifragans. 

%,  Gbnceri^ng  Lay-Chanccffors,  &c.  v^  coQfefs,  tl^  Biihopd  did 
Aepute  part  of  their  ecdeilafHcal  ]uri(^<SHott  to  chancellors,  cbminii^ 
fkries,  officials,  8cc,  as  ipeh  better  ikille4  in  thp  civil  and  canon  laws; 
blit  as  fbr  liaatters  of  ia&p  spiritual  concernment,  as  excommuni- 
cation, al^fotution,  and  other  ccnrutes  of  the  church,  we  conceiv^r 
they  hclo'iig  properly  to  the  Biihbp  hiinfelf.  Or  his  furrogate^ 
Whetteiji^  if  any  thing  ha»  faie^  done  ami&,  we  are  willing  ip 
Aould  be  reformed. 

3*  Whether  bifhops  are  a  diftindt  Ojrder  ft0t:\  pre%ter8  or  noli 
tfr, 'whetKer  they  have  the  fole  power  of  ordination,  is  not  now 
the  qUdlion ;  bttX  we  ftffiirm,  th^  the  bidiops  of  this  realm  have 
cpnftantly .  ordained  with  the  ajQiflai)cc  of  pxelbyters,  and  the  im* 
podtion  of  their  hands  together  with  (he  bifliops;  and  for  this 
jj^urpdfe  the  colleges  of  dpans  and  -chapters  are  indituted 

4.  At  to  Archbifiiop  Ufher*!  model  of  churj^h  government,  we 
decline  it,  as  not  conUftent  wii)i,hi«  other  learned  difccurfes  01^ 
the  original  of  epifcopacy,  and  of  metropolitans,  nor  wlih  the 
King's  fuprcmacy  in'  caufes  ecclefiaftical.  ^ 

%df  CoMcermng  IJka^4  ^  ^ 

.We  oftecm  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England,  contained  in 
(he  book  of  oommon  p^ayfr,  a^id  by  law  ellabUihed»  to  be  fuch  ai| 
one  as  is  by  them  defired,  according  to  the  qualifications  which 
they  mention;  the  difufie  of  wbjch  has  been  the  caufe  of  the  £i4 
divifions  of  t^c  (fhurch,  and  the  reftoring  it  may  "be,  by  God's 
blefling,  k  fpecial  n^eahs  of  maJting  up  the  breach.  Nor  can  th; 
Impoiition  of  it  bcc^Uwl  rigorous,  ^s  iwsg  as  clergymen  have  thi^ 
liberty  of  ufing  their  gifts  before  an4  artier  fermpn.*  Neverthelcfi, 
wc  are.not  againift  revifrng  the  liturgy  l»y  fuch  difcucejt  perlbns  at 
his  Majcfty  flull  think  fit  to  employ  thcr^, 

3  J,   Of  Ctremonies. 

Lawful  authority  has  ahrpdy  determined  the  gprcmonics  in  quef- 

tion  to  be  decent  and  orderly,  and  for  edification,  and  confequcntly  to 

be  agreeable  to    the  general  rules  of  the   word.      W'e  allow  the 

twarfhip  of    God    is   in   itfclf  pafcA    in  eflcntials,  but   ftiU  the 

ehurch  is  at  liberty  to  improve  it*  with  drcuinftanuals  for  decency 

ind  order.  Ccremonisi  were  nfver  cftccmcd  to  be  (mments,  nor. 
^  '        ■      *  unpofea 


'.    (    37^    ) 

to    the.  artificer  of  the  court  and 'the  cpifcopa- 

lians  "^;       " 

Du- 


impofed  as  foch;  tlicy  arc  retained  by  nioft  protcftsmt  ahurehcs, 
abd  that  they  have  been  the  fubjcVa  of  contention  is  owing  to 
men's  wcaknefs,  and ,  tbcJr  un^yalingncfs  to  fubmi.t  their  private 
opinions  to  the  public  judgment  of  .the  church...  We  acknowle^c* 
that  tbcfc  things  arc  in  their  nature  mutable,  but  vf^  cat\  by 
no  means  think  it  expedient  to  remove  them.  However,  af  we 
arc  no  way  againft  Aich  a  tender  and  religious  compaflion  in 
things  of  this  nature,  as  his  Majefty's  piety  and  wifdom  ftiaU 
think  fit  to  extend,  fo  we  cannot  think  that  the  fati8faa:ion  of. 
fomc  private  perfons  is  to  be  laid  in  the  balance  againft  the  pub- 
lic peace  and  uniformity .  of  the  church. 

As  for    kneeling   at   the   Lord's   fuppcr,    it    is   a  gcChirc  of  the, 
preatcft    reverence    and  devotion,  and  fo    moft.  agree^lc   to  that 

holy  f^vvicc. 

Holidays    of    human    inftitutiofi  haviug   been  *  obfcrved   by    the 

people  of  God  in  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  and  by  our  blcfTcd  Saviour 
himielf  in  the  gofpcli  and  by  all* the  cfiurchcs  of  ChriA  in  the* 
primitive  and  following  timesj  as  apt  means  to  prcfervc  the  me- 
morials of  the '  chief  myfteries"  of  the  cliriftian  religion ;  and  fuch 
holidays  alfo  being  fit  times  for  the  honeO;  recreation  of  the  mean- 
er fort  of  people  ;  for  thefe '  reafons  we  humbly  defire  they  may- 
be continued  in  the   church. 

*  As  for  the  three  other  ceremonies,  thq,  furplice,  the  croft  after 
baptifm,'  and  bowing  at'  the  name  of  Jcfus,  though  *  we  fee  not 
any  Aifficicnt  rcafon  why  they  iliould  be  utterly  aboli(hed,  nev^t* 
thelefs,  how  far 'forth,  in  regard  of  tender  confclences,  a  liberty 
may  be  thought  fit  to  be  indulged  to  any,  his  M^jefly  is  hdi 
able  to  judge. 

*  They  conclude  thus.  We  are  fo  far'  from  bclicying'  that"  his 
Majefly's  condefccnding  to '  the  minide'rs  'deniiands  w\\\  take  away 
not  only  Oi*  diffeiences,  but  the  roots  and  caufes  of  them,  that 
wc  are  confident  ic  <viU  prove'  the  feminary  of  ne^v*,  differences,^ 
l^Oth  by.  giving  difratisia(Sl:ion  to  thofe  that  are  well  pleafed  with 
vhat  is  already  cflablifhed,  "who  "are  much  the  greateft  part  of 
his  Majcfty's  fubjeiSlis;  arid  by  encouraging  linquiet  fpirits,  when 
thefe  things' iliall  be  granted,  to' make  further  demands;  there  be« 
ing  no  alfurancc  by  them  given,   what  will  content  all  diflcnters, 

•       •     '  ■   •  »      >     «•  -thati 

•  Baxter. 


Duriflg  tht  ^inPBB .  of  .thofe :  debates    and  conFe-\ 
rences,  the- former  prafiicie  of ^ fe verities  was  car-- 
.-:■-•:  '  A  a  a  2  ried- 

.     •        '  •  T 

than  ^hkh  BOthiiig  is  sJOre^^neceflary  for  fettling  a  6nn  -peace  in' 
the  church,    ,         -         .     .      . 

About  a  "Week  after  the  prcfbjrtcrian  divines  *  fent  the  bifhops  a 
warm  remonltearice,  and  defence  t>f  their  propofals,  drawn  lip 
chicgy,  by   Mr  Baxter,  •  to  the   followirrg   jjurpofc.    ' 

Concirnir:^  the   Freamble. , 

"We  are  not  infcnfible  of  the  danger  of  the  church,   through  the 
4lo<9:rinal    errors  ■  of- tHofe    \«iith/whom  we    diffe?  about    points    of 
government  and  worship ;  .but    vrc'churfe  to    fay    nothing    of    the    • 
party    that    we    are    agreed   with    in    doArinals,     becaufe  we  both 
fiibtbribe  the   fame  holy   fcripturesi   articles   of  religion,    and  books' 
of  hofliilies;    and*  tlie  •contradi<f^iohs     to    their     own    confeflions^, 
which   too  many  are  guihy  of,     we  did  not  think  juft.to  charge 
Bpoa  the  whole. 

Concerning  Church  Government. 
.    Had  you  read  Gcrfon,    Buccr,    Parker,    Bayfics,   SilmaJius,  Blon- 
del,    &c.    you    uirould    have  fccn  juft  rcafon  given  for    our  diiTcnt 
from  tlie  ccclefiaftical  hierarchy  as  ftited  in  England. 

'     Inftances  of  Things  amifs,  ' 

You.  would  eafily  grant  that  diocefes-  arc  too  great,  if  you 
had  ever  confcionably  tried  the  taik  which  Dr  Hammond  dcfcri- 
Betfe  as  the  bifliop**  work;  'or  had  ever  believed  Ignatius,  and' 
Other,  ancient  defcriptions  of  a  bi£bop*s  church.  You  cannot  be. 
ignorant,  that  our  bifhops  have  the  fole  government  of  paflors 
amd  people,  that  the  whole  powtr  of  the  keys  is  in  tbCir  hands, 
and/ that  their  prcibyters  are  but  cyphers. 

Cof^ermng   Ceremomes.  .     ^ 

Thcfc  divines  argue  fdr  leaving  them  indifferent '  for  the  peace 
of  the^  church,  as  not  beihg  eflendal  to  the  j^«rfeaion  of  chiif"* 
tian   worship,     cfpecially    when    fo    many    looked    upon,  them  aa 

finful.  ri  •    A 

They  conclude  thus :  We  perceive  your  cdunfcls  againft  peace' 
are  not.  likely  to  be  fruftratcd.  'iour  dcfircs  concerning  us  are 
fckcly  to  be  accompliflied.  .  You  are  likely  'to  be  gratified  with 
our  filcnce  arid  cjcaioii;  and  yet  we  Vill  bclic^ve,  that  bleiTcd 
a^e  the^  peace-makers  i  and  though  ^vc  are  prevented  by  you  in 
our  purfuits"  of  peace,  and  are  never  like  thus  publicly  to  ftek 
ittnbrf,  yet  arc  wc  rcfoWcd,  as  much  as  poiEbie,  to  live  peace- 
ably  with  all  men* 
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ried.  on  ia  its  full  rigour.  Soch  as  vroald  not 
read  the  limrgy  were  fufpendedy  and*  turned. 
Quc.of  their  livings;  which  made  the .  presby-- 
terians  apply  to  the  King,  to  know  his  mind 
upoB  that  fulled*  He  retumed  them  a  cmi 
anfwer,  and  promifed  to  put  what  be  intended 
Xp  grap^t  them  into  the  form  of  a  declarationr 
A  copy  of  which  was  accordingly  delivered  to. Mp 
Baxter  by  the  chancellor^  with  liberty  to  make 
exceptions.  A  petition  was  made  for  fome  a^ 
mendments;  upon  which  the  King  appointed  a 
4ay  to  hear  both  iide%  and  came  to  the  chan<f 
cellor's  houfe,  attended  by  the  Dukes  of  Albe- 
ibarle  and  Ofmond,  the  Earls  of  Manchefterj^ 
Anglefea^  and  Lord  Hollis*  At  this  conference 
there  were, fix  bifhops,  one  dean^  and  a  divine j 
and  feven  presbyterian  ipinifters.  This  confe-t 
rence  gave  the  presbytcrians  little  fatisfaftion  ^. 
After  this  hi?  Majefty  publilhcd  his^  declaration, 
with  fuch  amendments  as  he  would  admit,  wliichr 
Was  much  the  fatne  as  a  full  confirmation  of 
the  pradice  of  the  church  of  England,  whiche 
gave  the  presbytcrians  but  little,  reafoa  to  ex- 
pe£l  any  alteration  in  their  favour.  Some  of 
them  however  were  fo  far  pleafed  as  to  retura 
him  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  which  was  prefented 
to  him  by  Mr  Samuel  Clarke;  to  which  be 
was  pleafed  to  return  an  anfwer  in  thefe  words^ 
Gentlemen^  1  will  endeawur  to  give  you  all  /atis^^ 
fadion,    and  to   make  you  as   happy  as  wyfelf^ 

•  Baxtet. 
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Upon  this  Dr  Reynolds  accepted  a  bHboprie^ 
Dr  Manton  conformed. 

The  court  and  bilhdps  now  proceeded   hriBd^ 
in  their    work ;    they   reftored  all    things  to  the 
old   ftandard;    the   dodrines  of  paffiyfe   obcdtencb 
and  non-refiftance  became  again  in  hfbioa,  and  xnai 
of  the  moft  arbitrary  principles  were  preferred  tq 
biihoprics  as  a  compenfatibn  for  their  former  lof«> 
feSi      The  biChops  fet  an  example  to   the    iizfe^ 
rior  clergy  of  covetoufnefs,  luxury,  and  high  li-» 
ving ;     fo  that  thofe  who  were  the  teachers   of 
religion  were    the    chief    examples    of   yice  and 
patterns  of  wickednefs.     Perfecution  Began  upon 
ehe  old  plan;    fuch  as  fpoke  againft  the  liturgy^ 
or  mentioned'   the   coTenant,    were  committed  t^ 
prifon ;    fpies  were  fcm  to-  all  p^e9byterkn  con* 
gregations   to    pick    up    cyery   dfenfire  fentencc^ 
which '  minifters  Ihould  happen  to- deliver  in  their 
fermons,    which    were   prcfently    carried   to    the 
bi(hops,    and  the  culprit  was  punifhed  with   fuf- 
penfion  or  imprifonment,    as  the  fpkitual  gentle- 
men thought  meet. 

The  court  had  now  another  employment, 
which  was  to  take  vengeance  on  thofe  who  had- 
been  confceraed  in  the  death  of  Charles  the 
J^irft;  Cromwel,  Bradfb^w,  and-  Ireton-,  were- 
executed  after  they  had  been  a  long  time  in 
their  graves.  The  indigmtf  done  to  them  vraar 
but  poor  fpice;  Such  of  the  reft  as  were  alive$ 
and  whom  iht  court  thought  proper  to  try, 
Wer6  executed  with  all  the  marics  of  barbarigf 
*phich  cruelqr  <»c»ld  iarenfc      They  all  •  bchiavecf 

with, 
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with  great  fortitude,  rejoicing  in  what  they  had^ 
done,  and  defending  the  caufe  for.  which  they 
fuffercd,.  Their  fuflferings  did  more  injury  to 
the  caufe  of -the  court  than  was  expefted;  for 
the  multitudes  which  faw  theiQ  buffer  in  fuch 
ao'iaeroic  and  intrepid  manner,  began  to  fym- 
pathize  with  them,,  and  to  fpeak  lightly  of  the 
King. and  his  Court;  for  this  reafon  it- was  judged; 
propier-  to  ^proceed  no  further,  though  .  many 
more  w^rc  marked  out  for  deftruftion. 

,Frora  rc^fentraent .  agMnft-  men,,  the  court  pro- 
ceeded to  exprefs  their  fury    againft  books:    the. 
worlds    of  Milton   and    Goodwin   were    configncd 
to  the  .flames  by  public  authority.     Milton's  book,. 
defenfio^pro  populo  ydnglicam^  was  a  grievous  eye- 
for^ ;    but  as  no  man  was  able  to  anfwer  it,  they- 
ihewed  their  fpite  againil  it  by  committing  it  to 
the  .flapies.      It    was  matter  of  furprize. to  all, 
that  the  author  efcaped ;    but   providence   fo  or-« 
dered  it  rthat  Milton  lived  many  years  after;  and' 
ihpugh    he  ,  loft    the  fight  of  his  eyes,    obtained- 
lading  honour  by  Tiis  celebrated  poem  of  Para^^ 
difi  Lo^.    This  remarkable,  poem,   which  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  beft  in  any  .language,   was  with- 
difficulty  fllhered  into  the  world;  and  though  ^h€^ 
bookfeilers,  fince  the  days  of  Milton,  have  gained 
thoufands  by  the  fale  thereof,   the   author   could. 
aot  obtain  mpre  than  fifteen  pounds  fpr  his  copy*- 
,  An    extravagant    pitch    of  joy   pvcrfpread  the 
whole  nation  upon  the  reftoration  of  Charles,  the. 
Secoqd,  and  immorality  .  of  every  fort  on  a  fud-- 
dea  .ovc!:*ran  the^whole  kingdom.  ;  Popery,  which* 

^  '     '         had 
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had  been  greatly  kept  under  during  tfee '  com- 
monwealth, began  again  to  •  raife  its  head ;  •  pa- 
pifts  in  great  numbers  appeared*  openly  at  court, 
iextolling  the  fufferings  of  the  King,  and » magbi- 
fying  his  piety;  and  the  Queen  mother  retiim- 
ed  fr6m  France,  and  refided  at  Somcrfet  hoiife, 
tvith  a  large  retinue  of  perfons  of  her  own- re- 
ligion. The  Rorhifh  priefts^  who  were  under -con- 
finement, were  fet  at  liberty,  by  order  of  r  the 
council,  and  fwarms  of  popifh  mifSonaries  .  'Wftre 
fent  over  from  Do  way  into  England  to  propagate 
the  catholic  religion.  In  Ireland  the  Roman  ca- 
tholics took  pojOfeffion  of  their  eftates,  which'  had^ 
beeti  forfeited  on  account  of -the  horrid  maffacrc 
they  had  been  guilty  of,  and  turned  out-  the 
purchafers,  which  occafioned  great  difturbanfees  in 
tliat  kingdom.  Popery  feemed  now  to  make  wide 
iifides  in  its  advancement,  which  alarmed  all  the' 
friends  of  the  proteftant  religion;  for  thcj-  hodyi 
of  the  catholic  clergy,  •  by  an  inftrumcnt  daited 
January  the  firft,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred- and 
fixty,  figned  and  fealed  by  the  chief  Biihops  and' 
officials  of  their  religion,'  had  the  affuraiice  •  to' 
depute  a  perfon  of  their  own  religion  to- congra- 
tulate his  Majefty's  reftora^on,  and  to  prefent  a 
petition  for  the  free  exercifc  of  their  religion.. 

An  accident  happened  about  this  time,  which 
was  attended  with  very  bad  confcquences  to  t%c 
Bon-conforraifts.  One  Venner,  a  Wine  Cooper,- -a 
mad  enthufiaft,  aflembled  a  fiew  vifiona^ries  rjn 
Colemaii-ftreet,  and  perfuaded  them  to  wait^  for 
nie  coming  of  King  Jefus.'   They'  were  all  fifrii 
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monarcTiy    men,    earncftly    defiriog   the   perfcmal 
reign  of  Jcfus  Chrift.    They  wrought  themfelves 
up  to  a  belief  that  the  time    was   come    when 
the  faintB  were  to  take  the   kiogdom  into    their 
own  hands.    With  this  imaginary  prindple  ruling 
in  their  minds,  they  marched  out  of  their  meet^ 
ing-houfe  towards  St  Paul's  Church-yard  on  Sun* 
day  the  fixch  of  January,  to  the  number  of  fifty 
Jaen,  well  armed,   with  a,  purpofe  to    over-turn 
the  prefent  government^  and  fet  King  Jefus  upo^ 
the  throne,   or   die    in    the    attempt.    As    they 
proceeded,   they  publifhed  a  declaration    of   the 
ddign   of  their    riling,    and    placed   centinels    at 
proper  places.    The  Lord  Mayor  fent  the  train<v 
bands  to  difperfe  them,  whom' they  routed;  and 
in  the  eveoing   retired    tp    Cane  Wood,  between 
Highgate  and  Hampflead.     They  returned  after*' 
Wards^  and  committed  feveral  outrages,   but  were 
at    laft   jdifperfol;  and  their  leader,   and  one  of 
bis  oflkers,    were  hanged   before    their  meeting* 
houfe  door,    in  Coleman-ilreet.     A  few  days  af- 
ter, nine  more  were    executed   in  diflFcrent  part^ 
pf  the  city.    This  mad  enterprize  gave  the  court 
a  handle  againft    the  non-conformifts,    and  made 
the  miniftry  break   through  the    late  declaration 
for  indulgence  within  a  few  months  after  it  was 
pnbliihed.    An  order  of  council  was   immediately 
ifliied,  prohibiting  the  meeting  of  feftaries,  and  a 
fevere  proclamation  publifhed   againft    anabaptifts^ 
quakers,   and   fifth  monarchy   men.      The  inde- 
pendents were  alfo  obnoxious  to  the  govemmjflitp, 
and  fufpefied   to  join  in  all   defignsi  againft  the^ 

con- 
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^conftitauoa.  To  clear  themfelves  of  this.itnputit- 
tion,  they  publiihed  a  renounciarlon  of  all  thofe 
principles  which  tend  to  dlfturb  the  peace  of 
government,  and  particularly  expreffed  their  ab- 
hbrrence  of  the  doftrines  of  the  jRfth  monarchy 
men  concerning  the  perfonal  reign  of  Jefus  Chrift 
upon  earth.  The.  baptifts  and  quakers  followed 
their  example,  and  offered  each  an  apology  in 
behalf  of  themfelves,  and  promifed  to  live  peace- 
ably, and  fupport  the  government.  Notwitblland- 
ing  all  thefe  declarations  and  proteftations  of  the 
diflferent  parties,  their  meetings  were  difturbed, 
and  thei^  minifters,  with  numbers*  of  the  com-- 
mon  people,   fent  to  Newgate. 

The  presbytcrian  minifters  were  in  fome  mea- 
fure  aflfefted  by  thofe  comtuotions,  though  theit 
adverfaries  could  find  no  juft  accufaiion  againft 
them;  thc'cpifcdpalians  rather  defired  than  found 
juft  ground  to  blame  them.  They  wanted  by  aH 
means  to  have  fame  pretences,  which  might  afford 
fome  ftiadow  of  reafon  for  proceeding  againft  them; 
for  this  caufe  they  endeavoured  to  make  their 
fituation  as  uneafy  as  poffible,  on  purpofe  that 
they  might  do  fome  ra&  things  for  which  they 
might  be   taken  hold*  of.     . 

There  wer^  many  books  and'  pamphlets  pub- 
llflied  about  this  time,  concerning  the  right  .of 
the  civil  magiftratc  to  impofe  things  indifferent 
in  the  worftiip  of  God,  and  againft  fome  fuper- 
ftitious  pra&ices  which  were  continued  in  divine 
fervice.  .One  of  the  principal  writers  of  this 
time  was  Dr  -  Stillingfleet,   Reftor    of  Suttop,  -in 
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BcdfordfliJre,  who  publifhed  a  boolc,  entitled 
irenicum ;  or  a  wtapon-fahc  for  the  church's 
V)ounds.  Wherein  he  attempts  to  prove  that  no 
form  of  church  government  is  of  divine  right, 
and  that  the  chnrcfh  has  no  power  to  impofc 
things  inditferent -*. 
..  The  Earl  of  Clarendon,  who  was  now 

Lord  Chancellor,  was  alfo  prime  miniftefp 
and  had  the  fole  management  of  affairs.  This 
jear  began  fccnes  of  loofenefs  and  debauchery, 
unknown  in  all  civilized  nations.  King  Charles 
had  married  the  Infanta  of  Portugal,  which  threw 
the  court  into  a  fit  of  frantic  joy  that  had  fcarcely 
been  feen  on  the  like  occafions.  The  Roman 
catholics  were  frantic  to  the  highefl  exccfs;  theif 
hopes  were  fanguine,  and  their  joy  extravagant. 
Monk  and  Lord  Clarendon  had .  the  honour  of 
making  this  ntatch;    but  among  all  proteftants  it 

tended 

*The  defiga  of  our  Sayiour,  ikyi  he,  tras  to  eafii  men  of  thci^ 
for|her  burdens,  and  not  to  lay  on  more;  the  duties  lie  required 
were  no  other  than  fuch  as  were  fteceflary,  and,  withal,  very  juf^ 
and  reafonahlc.  He  that  came  to  take  away  the  Infuppoftable  yoke 
of  Jewifh  ceremonies,  certainly  did  never  intend  to. gall  the  neck* 
erf  his  diiciples  with  another  in  its  (lead;  and  it  would  be  Arange 
if  the  church  (hould  require  more  than  Oirift  himfelf  did,  and  makt 
other  conditions  of  her  communion  than  our  Saviour  did  of  difci' 
pleihip.  What  poiiblc  reafon  can  be  given  wh^  fuch  things  fhould 
not  be  fufficient  for  communion  which  are  fuffident  for  falvatioat 
And  certainly  thofe  things  are  fufficient  for  that  whi<^  are  laid  doWn 
as  necefl*ary  duties  by  our  Lord  and  Saviour  in  his  word.  What 
ground  can  there  be  why  chriltians  {hould  not  ftasd  upon  the  fame 
terms  now,  which  they  did  in  the  time  of  ChriA  and  his  apoftles  \ 
Was  not  religion  fufficiently  guarded  and  fenced  in  them?  Wat 
there  ever  more  true  and  cordial  reverence  in  the  worfliip  of  God? 
What  charter  htfth  Chrift  given  the  church  to  bind  men  up  to,  more 
than  himfelf  hath  done ;  o<.  to  ttchlde  thofe  fiom  their  ipcicty 
who  may  be  admitted  into  heaven. 
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tended  much   to  their  difgrace.    It  was  a    thing, 
altogether    new    for   a    proteftant'  Chancellor    of, 
England  to  advife  his  fovereign  to  marry  a  popifli' 
Princefs.     It  would  appear  from  the    condu^    of 
Clarendon  and  Monk,    that  neither    the  one  nor 
the   other  had  any   moral   or  religious  principle^. 
Monk  had  given  fufficicnt,  proof  of  his  indifference' 
xo  all  morality  ?nd  religion ;  and  Clarendon  afterT    v^ 
wards  declared  to  the  whole  nation^  that   he  was 
?oid  of  cyery  principle  of  humanity. 

The  cgnvention  parlianjent  was  now  diflblved; 
and  9  oew  one  aifembled.  The  members  of  thd 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  men  according  to  tb<| 
defire  of  the  jcourtj  they  were  chi^fty  coinpofed 
of  cavaliers,  ^nd  paffivc  pbedienf:e  men.  They 
were  generally  enemies  to  the  presbyt/erians,  and  , 
purfued  the  principles  of  jTji;  high  church ;  they 
had  lofl  a  great  deal  m  thp  UH  "^^Sf  ^nd  be^ 
came  now  tools  of  the  court  to  repair  their  for- 
tunes. There  were  ^boyc  9  bundrec}  pf  them 
Jcept  in  cqnftant  pay  by  the  court,  whq  were 
called  clnb  voters^  and  receiyed  large  fums  from 
the  exchequet  till  they  had  alinoft  fubvertcd  the 
Gonftitution. 

Charles,  at  the  opening  of  the  new  parliament, 
made  a  merit  of  keeping  lijs  prpmife,  %  thing 
which  he  was  not  muchaddi^ed  toy  he  ipokd 
pf  his  own.  veracity  in  the  higheft  ftrains  of  va- 
pity;  but  the  Chancellor  made  cpnfiderable  im- 
provement upton  his  Majefty's  fpcech,  add  c^prelTed  ,^^ 
jbimfelf  in  the  fcvercft  ftile  againft  noni-cohformifts. 
jHis  fpecch  ihcwed  plainly  that  die  diflenters  from 
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the  eftablifhrnent  had  nothing  now  to  expeft  bat 
fevere  perfecution.    The  folemn  league  and  cove* 
cant    was  now  declared  illegal,    null,    and    void; 
Bifhops  were  reftored  to  their  feats  in  parliament,' 
and   the  old   ecclefiaftical   jurifdiflion  was   revived 
by  repealing  the.  aft  of^the  feventeenth  of  Charles 
the  Firft,    except  the  oath   ex  officio^  and  it  was 
made    a    premunirc    to  -  call    the    King  a   papift. 
The  King  complimented  ~  the   Bifhops  upon    their 
return  to  their  feats,    and  declared  that  it  was  a 
thing  he  had  much  defu-ed ;    he  reflefted  bitterly 
againft  the    diffcnters,  and   gave   them  many   un- 
gentecl    names,    fuch  as   inftrumcnts  of    feditioq, 
who  laboured  night  and  day  to  difturb  the  pub^ 
Jic  peace. 

!  Lord  Clarendon,  to  accomplifh  his  defigns  againft 
the  non-conforralAs,  contrived  feveral  prcsbyterian 
plots  which  never  had  any  exiftence,  except  in 
Jiis  lordfhip's  imagination.  He  aflSrmcd  exprefsly 
fhat  there  was  a  coiifpiracy  againd  the  peace  of 
the  nation ;  which,  though  it*  was  difconcerted  in 
X'Ondon,  was  carried  on  in  many  places  of  the 
kingdom.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  thefc  reports;  but  after  all 
their  epquircs,  they  could  not  find  any  iiift  foun- 
dation for  the  clamour.  The  viKons  ot  the  mi- 
niilry  put  all  the  nation  to  trouble  and  confufion; 
the  militia  of  the  counties  were  raifed,  and  all 
preparatiqps  of  war,  as  if  the  enemy  had  been  od 
the  borders.  Several  inuocer^t '  people  were  taken 
up  to  (hew  that  the  miniftry  bad  dreamed  fome- 
thjng^  but  tHey  could  find  no  juft    caufe  of  ac-* 
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cafation  agamfl: '  them.  Lord  Glarendofl  knew  HdW 
to  aft  a  farce,  as  a  prologue  to  a  tragedy  he  had 
in  his  view;  he  wanted  the  penal  laws  efbblifhed^ 
that  he  might  ftrike  terror  in  the  minds  of  thd 
fnbjefts,  and  have  Miberty  himfdf  to.  play  his 
game  at  court.  The,  miniftry  could  not,  con- 
fident with  their  charafter,  attack  the  npn-con- 
formifts  on  account  of  religion;  nor  could  they 
decently  break  through  the  Breda  decUratjonf 
wherein  the  King  had  made  fuch  greas  pronpifes 
in  behalf  of  the  presbjrterians^  and  .engaged  to 
lupport  a  toleration.  It  was  neceflary  to  fip4 
pretences  worthy  of  the  projeft  they  had  in  agi- 
tation, to  bring  it  to  execution.  The  miniftry 
knew  that  falfhood  could  never  be  introduced,  by 
keeping  ftrrflly  t6  truth,  and  for  that  reafon 
made  one;  iniquity  pave  the*  way  for.  another. 
Chancellor  Hide  was  a  man  of  no  .principle ;  he 
cared  for  nothing  except '  power  and  pre-eminence, 
the  lives  of  men  were  pf  no  lefteenj  in  his  eye, 
and  as  he  did  not  fear  the  Almighty,  he  ftartled 
at  no  fin  which  his  ambition  inclined  him .  to 
commit!  His  zeal  for  the  paffing  of  the  penal 
laws  againft  non-conforpaifts  is  fuch  i  blot  in  his 
charafter  as  will  neyer  bei  wiped  off  as  lon^  as 
the  world  ftatlcis. 

To  render  the  circumftances  of  the  presbytc^ 
rians  more  perplexed^  the  corporation  oath  waa 
contrived.  Which  was  extended  not  only  to  towns, 
but  alfo  to  the  country.  It,  contained  in  few 
words  all  the  principles  of  paflive  obedience  and 
non-^reflftanct^.  The  fwearer  declared,  that  he 
"      .  *  '      believed 
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Mitvfd  that  it  was  dnktiful  uj^p  a&jr  prereuM 
trhacibeyer  to  take    up    arms  agaioft  the  King; 
ahd  that  he  abhorred    the    traiterous    poficion  of 
'  taking    up    arms    by    his    authority    agaioft    his 
]^erfott,    or  agaiaft  thofc  that  wcfc  couimiiEoned 
by  him.       This    was    90    path    which   at    ooce 
made  men   fwear  away  all  thjc  fights  of  humaa 
nature^      By  this  finful  pbligatioQ  Kings  and  Mpr 
iiarchs,  however  far  they  may  depart  from  the  law% 
4[^  the  cooftitution,   are  authdrifed   to   do    wha( 
they  pleafe,    and  baye   a   right  to  fell  all   their 
fubje^h    for   flavesy  or  dtfpofe  of  them  as  theiff 
goods  and  chattels ;  an4  what  is  ftill  worfe.    eve«> 
^y  fubjed'  is  bound   In    confctenq:  to   tranfgrefsi 
»r  totally  to  ghre  away  one  of  the  firft  kws  o| 
Haturii,  which   is  felfrdefencc.      By   this  infernal 
obligatbn  all  the  fobjeds  of  England  were  obli-- 
ged  to  give  up  erery  relation  they  held  to  God 
and  fociety,    and  become  the  flave$  of  the  M07 
narcb^   and  fuch  as   were  commiiBoned  by  him. 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  prefent  in^ 
habitants  of  Britain  treml^e  at  every  real,  or  feem^ 
Ing  encroachment  of  the   miniftry  ppon  the  pri* 
vilegcs  of.  the  fubjcfts;     the    hiftory    of  formed 
reigns  fa^  recorded  fuch  examples  of  minifteria} 
defpotifm,    that    every   lover  of  liberty  muft  be 
provoked  to  jealoufy  at   the  firft    appearance  of 
^ny   pictures  of  fuch  a    mpnfter.      When  courts 
6rA    begin    tb   introduce   the   idol  of  defporifm, 
they  ordinarily  do  it  by  good  appearances^   and 
by  flow  motions ;    as  long  as  flattery  can  be  of 
any  fervice,  the  miniftry  \A\i  ufe  it  'm   all  its 
*•  '  forms* 
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forms,  and  by  promifes  they  never  mean  'to  per- 
form, and  propofals  tliey  never  intend  to  exc*r 
cute,  will  always  endeavour  to  lull  the  nation  a-^ 
ileep;  or  if  they  cannot  impofe  upon  theJr  lin* 
dcrftandings  by  falfe  pretencies,  will  try  to  biaft 
their     inclinations     by     bribery    and     corruption; 

iPlacemen  will  do  that  in  a  Houfe-  of  Commons 

.  I  ■ 

which  the  Devil  and  all  his  angels  cannot  do; 
they  can  fell  their  country  according  to  form  of 
Jaw,  and  enflave  the  nation  by  aft  of  parlian^ent; 
they  can  turn  religion  into  a  weapon  to  fight 
againft  God  Almighty,  and  make  it  lawful  for 
the  fubjefts  to  tranfgrefi  every  diftate  of  nature. 
One  hundred  penfioners  in  the  parliament  of  Eng^- 
land,  in  the  year  one  thotifand'  fix  hundred  and 
Cxty-one,  turned  thi  fcale  in  favour  of  every 
court  projcft,  and  reduced  the  ^  nation  to  that 
pitch  6f  flavery,  that  the  Mogul  was  not  more 
arbitrary  than  ithe  Monarch  of  England.  EngHfti* 
men  have  great  reafon  to  dread  every  attempt 
of  government  to  ehcroach  upon  their  natural 
rights.  The  firft  oppofition  will  always  prove 
thoft  fuccefsful ;  for  if  once  a  people  fuffer  them- 
felves  to'  te  cajoled  out  of  one  privilege,  their 
ieducers  will  make  ufe  of  that  to  deprive  them 
of  others.  The  piety  of  a  court^  'bnd  the  de-^ 
VQtion  of .  princes,  are  equally  to  be  dreaded, 
wheii  they  are  made  ufe  of  to  encrpach  upon 
the  laws'  and  rights  of  the  ftibjfefts.  King;  Charles 
the  Firft  v^s  a  pious  JPrince,  and  hi^  miniftei* 
Laud  a  great  pretepder  i^  religion,  'but  tyran- 
py  was  never  carried   to  a  greater  height  thaii 
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m  that  reign,    except  in    the   reign   of  his    m^ 
s      fiotu  fon^    .and '  his  infidel  chancellor  Hyde. 

All   pcrfons  who -were  to  enjoy  any  ports  lin- 
iJer    the    government,     were    by  the   corporation 
aft    obliged    to    take    the   facrament  according   to 
the    form    of    the   church    of  England,    and    to 
jTwear    the   fore-mentioned    oath   and  declaration; 
they  were  likcwifc  oHiged   to  renounce   the  co- 
Tenant  Wjhich  they  had  fworn,   and  become  per- 
fefl:  proficients    in  perjury  and  hypocrify.     Thus 
all    the    non-conformifts  were    turned  out    of  all 
branches  of  magi  ft  racy  at  once,  and  rendered  in- 
capable   of    ferving   in    the  meaneft>  employment 
under  the   government.      Thus  as  fubjefls  they 
were  robbed  of  thpir  natural  rights,    and  as  chrif- 
tians   deprived    of   liberty    of  confciencc,     unlefs 
they    would    renounce    the    principles  of  nature, 
and   give   up  all  their  enjoyments  to  the  devo- 
^tion  of  the  court.      The  clergy  were  now  con- 
ftantly    employed    in    preaching    up   paflivc    obc-- 
dience,    and    non-refiftance ;     and    proceeded    to 
threaten  all  with  everlafting  damnation,  who  (hould 
affert  their  liberties,    or  refift  thofe    who    might 
attempt  to  rob  or  kill  them.      Never  were  thtrc 
a  fet  of  greater  Haves   placed    in    fees    and    pul- 
pits,   than  were  now  the   ruling  clergy    of    the 
church  of  England. 

According  to  his  Majcfty's  declaration,  on  the 
twelfth  of  Oflobcr  the  preceding  year/  twelve 
bifliops,.  and  as  many  presbyterian  minifters,  were 
appointed  to  aflemble  at  the  biihops  lodgings  in 
the  Savoy;  to  reyiew  the  book  of  common  prayer, 

and 
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and  liturgy.  The  conference  was  to  continue  for 
four  months,  when  they  were  to  give  iu  their 
report  to  his  Majefty.  This  alTembly  was  a  mere 
farce,  for  the  bifliops  and  the  miniftry  had  before 
hand  ,  fettled  the  whole  affair,  and  determined 
what  was  to  be  done;  the  whole  intention  of 
this  affembly  was  to  cmbarrafs  the  presbyterians^ 
and^  to  render  their  acceflion  into  the  church 
more  diificult.  This  was  what  they  richly  de- 
ferred, for  ftriving  fo  earneftly  to  reftore  the 
King  before  they  had  fufEciently  fccured  their 
own  religion;  their  zeal  againft  the  independents 
carried  them  fo  far, .  that  for  the  fake  of  bring- 
ing them  down  they  Qeglefted  their  own  interefts* 
The  church  party  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
hold  by  the  old  liturgy,  >and  hear  the  objeflions 
of  the  presbytcrians,  of  which  they  were  determin- 
ed to  take  no  manner  of  notice.  Inftead  of 
yielding  in  any  particular,  they  were  refolved  to 
bind  the  yoke  fader  on  the  necks  of  the  dif- 
fenters. 

The  presbytcrians  undertook  to  prove  the  fin** 
'  fulnefs  of  the  following,  points :— That  no  mini- 
fter  be  admitted  to  baptize  whhout  ufmg  the  figa 
of  the  crofs. — That  no  minifter  be  admitted  to 
officiate  without  wearing  a  furplice.— That  none 
be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  fupper  "without  he 
receive  it  kneeling. — That  'miniflers  be  obliged 
to  pronounce  all  baptized  perfons  regenerated  by 
the  H(Jly  Ghoft,  whether  they  be  the  children  of 
chriftians  or  not. — That  miniflers  be  obliged  19 
deliver  the  facrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
-Vol  III.  Ccc  Chrift 
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thrift  to  the  unfit  both  in  health  and  ficknefs. — 
^^lat  minifters  be  obliged  to  abfolvc  the  unfit. — ' 
That  miniflers  are  forced  to  give  thanks  for  all 
whom  they  bury  as  brethren  whom  God  hath  ta- 
Jcen  to  himtfelf.-— That  n^ne  may  be  preachers 
who  do  not  fubfcribe  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
fcommon  prayer  book,  book  of  ordination,  and  the 
ihirty-nine  articles,  contrary  to  the  word  of  God. 

Thefe  whimfical  points  were  debated  with  as 
inuch  gravity  as  if  the  whole  of  the  chriftian 
religion  depended  upon  them;  and  Baxter  under-, 
took  gravely  to  confute  what  the  very  reading 
of  them^  will  do  to  any  perfon  who  believes  the 
\  New  Tcftament.  Baxter  was  undoubtedly  a  good 
religious  fencer,  and  could  wield  religious  cudgels 
Ivith  any  man  in  his  time;  but  it  was  beneath 
the  charafter  of  a  divine  to  attempt  to  confute 
formally  what  was  not  worth  the  reading.  The 
Bilhbps  became  opponents  in  their  turn ;  and  to 
gratify  the  reader's  curiofity,  I  (hall  give  their  ar- 
guments, with  fome  remarks  upon  them.  It  is 
fcard  to  fay,  whether  they  deferve  more  to  be 
laughed  at  than  defpifed  for  their  nonfenfe  and 
ilupidity. 

Their  .firfl:  argument  was,  T'iat  a  command 
which  enjoins  only  an  aSi  in  iffelf  lawful  is  not 
fwfuL  Mr  Baxter  denied  this,  but  without  any 
reafon ;  for  the  queflion  was  not  concerning  com- 
Riands  in  general,  but  concerning  fuch  commands 
as  men  might  take  upon  them  to  ilTue,  to  en- 
force their  own  opinions  upon  others.  The  prin- 
gpal  queflion  was^  who  bad  a  right  to  command 
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afls  of  religion  m  tbfe  church,  except  Jefus  Cbrift, 
whom  God  has  appointed  King  in  Zion;     It  was 
firft  ncccffary,  to  confider  who  was  the  commander> 
and   by  what  authority   he  iffued    his  commands.. 
If  either  the  Xing  or    the    Bifliops   could    fliew 
their  commiiGon  from   the   Lord    of  the    church 
to  command  afts    of  obedience  to    their  dilates,, 
there  would  be  fomc  meaning  in  their  argument; 
fcgat  this  they  could  not  fhpw  from  fcripture,   and; 
of  confequence  all  their  reafonjng    was   fallacious, 
'jphey   next  added,    IThat   a  cammand  which   erir^ 
joins,  only  an  ad  in   it/elf  lawful j   and   no    other 
a£l  whereby  an  unjuft  penalty  is   enjoined^  or  any 
circumjlancey    when    direSIly    or  per   accidens^   any 
Jin    is   confequent  whi^ch   the    commander   ought    to 
provide  again/I^    hath  in   it  all  things  requiftte  to- 
the    lawfulnefs  of   a    command^  \and  particularly 
cannqt  be  charged  with  enjoining  any  ad  per  aq^ , 
cidens  unlawful^   nor  of  committing  an  ad    under 
an  unju/i  penalty.     This  argument  is  fo  confufed^ 
both  in  its  principles   and  form,    that  no   pcrfons 
who   had   the  leaft  regard  to  their   charaflers  as. 
fcholars,    to   fay    nothing    of    religion,    could   be 
guilty  pf    fiich   abfurdity    and    nonfenfe.     Thofe^ 
IHgh  church   champions   have  taken    for   granted 
what  they,    and  all  the  creatures  which    the  A1-' 
mighty  have  made  to  hep  them,   are    not    able. 
to  prove^  namely,  that  fomc   of  God's  reafonable 
creatpres,    has    authority    to   diftate    to    the    reftr 
in  matters  of  confcience.     No   King  or   convoca-', 
tlon  upon  earth  have  the  fmalleft  degree  of  au-. 
thority   to  command    any  one  pcrfon    to   believe 
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or  praftife  any  ordinance  of  relfgion  contrary  to 
the  diSates  of  their  own  mind.  The  moft  that 
can  be  faid  concerning  this  method  of  difpuration 
is^  that  it  was  religious  quibbling.  Perfons  who 
pay  proper  regard  to  the  'difl:at6s  of  common 
fenfe,  rauft  confider  the  methods  of  difputation  in 
thofe  as  truly  ridiculous.  '  ' 

The  epifcopalians  had  at  laft  the  better  in  this 
difputation ;  they  were  poffeffed  -of  one  thing 
which  has  always  a  great  weight  in  religious  ar-' 
guments ;  they  had  power  on  their  Tide,  which 
gave  more  energy  to  their  reafoning  than  evi- 
dence, of  which  their  arguments  were  entirely 
dpllitute. 

This  difputatidn  ended  with  confufion^  and  the 
Bifliops  declared  that  they  had  the  better  in  the 
difpute.  What  -  men  arc  earneftly  defiring  they 
are  very  r»pady  to  believe;  thus  it  happened  with 
the  Bifliops,  who,  as  they  defired  to  be  thought 
viflorious,  believed  it,  and  declared  it  publicly.' 
Thus  ended  the  Savoy  conference j  which  was 
intended  only  as  trap  to  enfnare  the  presbyte- 
rians;  for  fome  of  the  Bifliops  declared,  that  if 
they  had  thought  that  the  presbyterians  would 
have  complied  with  their  fcheme  of  religion,  they 
would  have  made  the  terms  worfc  than  they 
Were. 

After  this  famous  conference,  the  presbyterians 
humbled  themfelves  fo  far  as  to  pray  the  Bifliops 
to  have  compaflion  upon  fcru^ulous  weak  minds; 
this  was  a  degree  of  meannefs  worthy  of  men, 
who,  from  zealous  covenanters,  had  agreed  to  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  a  certain  form  of  epifcopacjr.  Tfiey  might  as 
well  have  expefted  that  the  prelates  of  thofe  times^ 
would,  have  fliared  their  benefices  with  them  as 
that  they  wouM  pay  regard  'to  their  confciences. 
Biihops  have  feldom  been  known  to  have  any  re-  \/ 
garJ  to  their  own  confciefices,  and  it  could  not 
well  be  expefted  that  they  would  pay  the  fmalleft 
.regard  to  the  confcieniCes  of  other  men. 

After  the  Savoy  conference  the  coiivocatioor 
was  affembled,  when  an  alterarion'  of  the  liturgy 
was  undertaken  by  order  of  the  court*    which: 

war 

•  i.Thic  rubrick  for  finging  of  Irflbns,  &c.  was  omitted,  the  dal« 
tincS):  readiog  of  them  being  thought  more  proper. 

».  ScvcfaI  colleias  for  fundajrg  and  boUdjiyi,  complained  of» 
lycre  omitted,,  and  others  .^bftltuted  in  th«ir  room.  "' 

3.  Communicants  at  the  Lord^  fuppcr  were  eajoineS' to  figai.' 
ly  their  names  to  the  curate  fometime  the  day  before;     ' 

4.  The  preface   to  the  ten  commandments  vras  rcttorcd. 

j[.    The  exhortations   to  the  holy  communion    were   amended. 
tf.    The  general  confeifion  m  the  communioxi  office  was  app6iQt» 
<;d  to  be  read  by  one  oC  the  minifteri.  '     ' 

7.  In  the  office  for  Chriilm;is-day  thfe  words,  this'  day,  w^c 
changed  for,    at  this  tim^.'  ;.  •       '      '.        .      • 

8.  In  tlic  prayer  of  confccktioa*  the  prieft  i$  direAcd  to  break 
the  bread.  .. .      , 

p.  The  rubric  jfbr  c^tplaiijing  the  reafon  of  kneeling  at  the  fa* 
crament  was  rcftorcd.  '  ^ 

10.  Private  bapiifm  is  not  to  be  adminiftered  but  bf  a  law- 
ful minifter. 

11.  The  anfwer  to  the  qucfKon  in  the  catechtfm,  Why  then 
are    children  baptifed  ?    is  thus   amended,    Becaufe    they    promiie^ 

them    both   by    their  fuxcties ;     which  promife,    when  they  conies 
to  age,    themfelves    are  bound  to  perform. 

IX.  Jn  the  Jad  rubrick  before  the  catechi/m  tbefe  words  are* 
expunged,  And  thai  no  man  (hall  think  ^at  any  detriment  ihall- 
come  to   children  by  deferring  of  their  confirmation,  &c. 

13.    It  is  appointed  that   the  curate   of   every    parifli   fliall  «!-' 
ther  bring  or  /end  in  imrating,   with   bis  hand  fubfoibcd  thereun- 
to. 
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was   finiihed,  and  fent  np  to  the -King  and  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.    Soon  after  this  bufincfs  was  fi. 
niOxcd,  the  aft  of  uniformity  was  pafled    By  this 
ad  every  mirtifter  \ms  obliged,  on  pain  of  lofing 
all  his  ecclefiaftical    preferments,    to   conform    to 
the  worfliip  of  the  church  of  England,  according 
to  the  new  book  of  common  prayer,  before  the 
feaft  of  St  Bartholomew   next,   from    whence   it 
vas  called   the   Bartholomew  ad.      All    miniders 
were  likewife  obliged  to  fign  the  following  dccla- 
ntion:    ^*I.do  here  declare  my  unfeigned  affent 
^f  aad  confent  to  all  and  every  thing  contained  and 
*'  prefcribed   in  and   by  the    book,  entitled  The 
-  :  f',  Pook 


to,  tlie  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  vithin  his  pariHi,    as  he  fliall 
think  fit  tp  be  prerented  to  the  b'tfliop  to  be  confirmed. 

'14.*    The  rubric    after   confirmation    was   thus    fofteued,     None 
ihall  be  admitted    to  the    communion    till    fuch    time    as   he   be ' 
confirmed,   or  be  ready  and  defirous  to  be  confirmed. 

,15.  In  the  form  of  matrimony  mAead  of,  till  death  us  depart, 
it  is,    till  death  us  do  part. 

^x^*  la  t)ie  nU)ricks  after  the  form  of  matrimony,'  it  is  thus  al- 
tered: After  which,  if  there  'be  no  fermon  declaring  the  duties 
of  man  and  vife,  tke  minifier  ibaU  read  as  followeth.  And  in- 
ftead  of  the  fecoiSd  rubrlck,  it  is  advifcd  to  be  convenient,  that 
the  new  married  pciipni  -{hould  receive  the  commuaion  at  the 
time  of  marriage,    or  at   the  iirfl  opportunity  afterwards. 

.17;  In  ^e  on  der  for  vilitation  of  the  iick  it  is  thus  amended  * 
Here  the,  fick  perfon  (hall  be  moved  to  make  fpecial  confcf&on 
qf  feis  fiii9>  ii  be  feel  his  cozUjcience  troubled  with  any  weighty 
iaattcr;  after  which  the  pried  fliall  ahfolvc  him,  if  he  humbly 
and  beartUy  defire  it  after  this  fort. 

18,  In  die  communion  for  the  fick  the  oiinifter  is  no(  enjoin- 
ed to.  adminifter  t^c  fiicrameat  to  every  fick  perfon  that  (hall  de* 
fire  it»   but  oaly  as.  he  IhaU  judge  expedient. 

19.  In  the  order  fw  the  burial  of  the  dead  it  is  thus  altered : 
The  pri«fts  aad  clerks'  meeting  the  cprps  at  the  entrance  of  the 
ehOKhryjurdi  and  going   before  it  eithcc  ioto  the  church,   or  to-> 

wards 
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^  Boole  of  Common  Prayer.'*  They  were  alfo 
obliged  to  renounce  the  folemn  league  aad  covc- 
nanty  and  to  declare  it  ati  unlawful  oatb^  and 
impofed  on  the  nation  againil:  the  known  laws 
and    liberties  thereof. 

/  The  penalties  annexed  were  very  fevere;  no 
perfon  who  did  not  conform  as  above-mentioned, 
was  capable  of  aqy  benefice^  or  might  prefume 
to  confecrate  or  adminiftcr  the  holy  facrament  ..of 
the  Lord's  fupper,  before  he  be  ordained  prieft  by 
epifcopal  ordination,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  for 
the  fird  offence  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds. 
The  defign  of  this  law  was  to  get  clear  of  all 

the 


wards  the  gnve,  f6all  fay  or  fing,^  in  the  office  itfclf,  thefe  words. 
In  fure  and  certain  hope  of  refurredUon  to  eternal  life,  are  thu9 
altered.  In  fure  and  certain  hope  of  the  refurredlion  to  eternal 
life;  and  to  leiTen  the  objec^on  of  God*s  taking  to  himfelf  the 
ibul  of  thi»  our  dear  brother  departed,  &c.  the  following/ rubric  is 
added,  Here  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  office  cnfuing  is  not  to  be 
uicd  for  any  that  die  unbaptized,  or  excommunicated,  or  who  have 
laid  violent  hands   upon  themfeWes. 

*  ao.  In  the  churching  of  women  the  new  rubric  dire(Sb,  That  the 
woman,  at  the  uiual  time  after  her  delivery,  ihall  come  into  the 
church  decently  apparelled,  and  there  ihall  kneehdown.  in  fome 
convenient  plaoe«  as  has  been  accuftomed,  or  a».the  ordinary  fhall 
dircdt,   and  the  ixtfth  or  147th  pfalm  ihall  be  read, 

Dr  Tcnifon,  afterwards  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  iays,  they 
nade  about  fix  hundred  fmall  alterations  or  additions ;  but  then 
adds,  jf  there  was  reaibn  for  thefe  changes,  there  was  equal,  if 
not  greater,  reafon  for  fome  further  improvements.  If  they  had 
fbreieen  what  is  fince  come  to  pafs,  I  charitably  believe  they 
would  not  have  done  all  they  did>  and  juft  Co  much  and  no< 
more;  and  yet  I  alfo  believe,  if  they  bad  odered  to  move  much 
further,  a  ftone  wpuld  have  been  laid  under  their  wheel,  by  a 
ftcret  but  powerful  hand ;  for  the  myflery  of  popery  did  even  ' 
then  w«rk.  Biihop  Burnet  coofefles,  that  no  alterations  were 
made  in  favour  of  the  prcsbyterians»  for  it  was  refolved  to  gratify 
them  in  nothing. 
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the  ilri£l  and  confciemious  presbycerians^  to  open 
a  door  for  men  of  loofe  principles,  more  agreeable 
to  the  difpofition  of  the -court,   and  to    give;  an 
occafion    for    a  -   toleration,    wherein    the     court 
^   intended  to    include   the    papiits.       Rapin    make$ 
a     poor     apology    for     bimfelf    when     fpeaking 
on    this    fubjefi,    for    his    freedom    towards    the 
church  of  England.     He    declares   that    he    had 
a  profound  refpeft  for  her,  and  always  conformed 
to  h^r  worfhip   during   his  relidence  in  England, 
though   he  confeffes  he   \fas  a   presbytcgrian.      It 
would    appear  that  presbytery  and  epifcopacy   fat 
equally  eafy  upon  the  confcience  of  Monfieur  Ra- 
pin,   and    that  any  form  of    godliriefs   was  alike 
to  him.     An  hiftorian  who  walks  fo  indifferently 
concerning    the  way  of  worfhipping   bis    Maker, 
defcrves  very  little  regard   as    a  church  hiftorian. 
But  as  it  was  not  Rapin's  profefled  delign  to  write 
the  hiftory  of  religion,    I  ihall  leave  him  to  his 
own  profeffion. 

The  parliament  in  Scotland  were  no  left  ri- 
gorous againfl:  the  presbyterians  than  the  parlia- 
ment of  England.  They  abrogated  the  folemn 
league  and  covenant  this  year,  and  reftored  epif« 
copacy.  Th€  zeal  of  great  men  run  now  all  in 
that  channel  where 'they  hoped  the  bcft  and  the 
moft  early  preferment.  The  Scots  miniftry  were 
'  thoroughly  difpofed  to  pleafe  the  King  and  the 
Englifti  council,  and  knew  that  nothing  was  more 
agreeable  to  them  than  the  humbling  of  the  Scots 
presbyterians.  For  this  reafon  they  proceeded  as 
faft  as  they  could  to  overturn  the  whole  fyftem 
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of  the  reformed  difcipline  in  Scotland.  All  ccclc- 
fiaftical  fynods  and  presbyteries  were  now  prohi- 
|;)ited, '  till  they  were  authorized  by  the  Arch- 
bifliops  or  Bilhops.  All  meetings  and  cbnventicles 
were  difcharged  by  aft  of  parliament,  patronages 
were  revived,  the  national  covenant  and  the  fo- 
lemn  league  were  ordered  to  be  renounced,  an4 
the  minifters  commanded  to  declare,  that  it  was 
unlawful  for  fubjefts,  upon  any  pretence  of  re- 
formation or  any.  other  pretence  whatfoever,  to 
enter  into  leagues  and  covenants,  or  to  take  up 
arms  againft  the  King  or  thofe  commiffibned  by 
him. 

The  Marquis  of  Argyle  was  fent  prifoncr  to 
Edinburgh,  and  was  there  tried  and  condemned; 
he  was  beheaded  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  May. 
The  Marquis  was  accufed  of  having  joined  with 
Cromwel  againft  his  fovereign  and  the  laws  of 
bis  country  j  but  the  real  caufe  of  his  fufFering 
appears  to  have  been  the  revenge  and  covetouf- 
nefs  of  his  enemies,  \^ho  longed  to  have  his 
eftate  forfeited  that  they  might  have  it  in  pof- 
feffion.  ,  His  head  was  fet  up  where  the  head 
of  the  Marquis  of  Montrofe  had  been  placed, 
and  feems  to  have  been  fet  there  according  to 
the  laws  of  retaliation.  •   , 

Matters  were  now  carried  on  with  great  vio- 
lence in  Scotland;  the  Earl  of  Middleton  and  the 
new  Scots  Biflaops  threw  all  things,  into  confufion., 
Middleton  was  a  man  of  a  barbarous  difpofidon  ; 
he  was  neither  poffcffed  of  any  principles  of  reli- 
gion,  nor  endowed  with  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
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A  worfe  man  had  not  been  in  power  fince  the 
Hays  of  Afchbifliop  Laud.  Scotland  was  the  de- 
partment affigned  him,  where  he  ruled  in  the 
moft  cruel  and  arbitrary  manner.  The  afflifiions 
and  diftrcffes  of  his  fellow  crearufes  were  mere 
fport  to  him,  and  his  only  pleafure  was  that 
tvhich  gave  others  the  raoft  exquifite  pain  and 
uneafinefs.  He  was  an  enemy  to  the  Scots,  and 
exprcffcd  his  enmity  in  the  moft  barbarous 
manner;  he  fpent  his  whole  time,  while  in 
3cotIandy  in  riot  and  drunkennefs,  and  in  the 
midfl  of  his  debauches  proceeded  to  the  mofl 
(hocking  barbarities.  A  worfe  inftrument  could 
not  have  been  employed  for  the  fcrvice  of  Charles 
in  iScotland;  all  the  nation  were  (hocked  at  the 
thoughts  of  epifcopacy  when  they  perceived  ihofe 
who  were  the  chief  promoters  thereof  purfuing 
all  forts  of  vice  and  wickednefs. 

The  Engliih  court  and  the  cpifcopal  party  were 
how  fo  violent,  in  purfuing  their  fchemes,  and  fo 
earned  to  have  epifcopacy  reftored,  that  they 
proceeded  to  the  moft  horrid  afls  of  barbarity* 
The  tyranny  of  their  principles  led  them  to  com- 
mit murders  under  a  certain  form  of  law,  and 
on  purpofe  to  introduce  their  own  form  of  god- 
Jinefs,  they  thought  it  meritorious  to  take  away 
the  jives  of  fuch  as  ftood  in  their  way.  Some 
of  the  Scots  clergy  preached  againft  the  encroach- 
ments which  were  made  in  the  confiitution  of 
Scotland,  and  (hewed  the  people  the  abfurdities 
a"nd  impieties  of  the  bilhops.  Mr  James  Guthne 
was  a  leader  in   this  oppoiition;    he  was  minifter 
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at  Stirling,  where  he  took  every  opportunity  to 
declare    his   averiion    againd  the   new  model   of 
church  difcipline  which  was  now    fet  up  by  the 
government.      He    was    apprehended,    tried,    and 
convifted    of  treafon;    for    now  all    things    were 
conftrufted  treafon  which  were  againft  the  mean- 
ing of  the  court  and  the  fchemes  of  the  miniftry. 
Guthrie  behaved  with  great  magnanimity  and  for- 
titude;  and   when  he   went  out    to  fuffer  death, 
wa$  as  compofed  and   chearful  as  if  he  had  been 
going  to   preach  a   fermon.     He  judified  his  own 
condufl  upon   the   fcaffold,    and    adhered  to    the 
covenants    and     the    work  of    reformation.      He 
elided    his   fpecch   with    thcfe-  words:    *^  I   take 
'^  God   to  record   upon  ray    foul,    that  I  would 
^'  not    exchange    this  fcafFold  with   the  palace  or 
"  mitre  of  the  greateft  prelate  in  Britain."     Cap- 
tain  Gowan  fuSered  along    with   him,    and  died 
in  the  fame   faith,    and  with   the  like    fortitude. 
Mr  Guthrie  was  a  man  of  good  parts  and  tole- 
rable learning,  but  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  piety 
and  refolution;    what  he  was  once  perfuaded   of, 
he  would    purfue  at  all  peradventures.    None   of 
all  the    ancient    martyrs  (hewed   more    refolution 
and  intrepidity  than  he  did.     His  death,    inftead 
of  doing  fcrvice  to '  the  caufe  of  the  bilhops,  ren- 
dered them   odious   all  over  the  nation;   fo  that 
the  blood  which   they  now  began  to  ihed  did  in 
procefs  of  time  deftroy  their  whole  caufe  in  Scot- 
land. 

The  presbyterian  minifters    in    Scotland,    who 
were  in  the  churches  before  ihc  reftoration,  (Wcrc 
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generally  grave,  fober,  and  religiotts  meft,  who 
made  cohfcience  of  their  duty  as  public  teachers ; 
they  were  brave  and  refolute  in  the  caufe  of  the 
reformatioil,  and  from  their  fober  and  grave  de- 
portment, created  a  refpedf  for  their  chara&rS 
and  perfons  among  the  Common  people.  Their 
hearers  were  ready  to  obey  them  in  all  things, 
and  often-rimes  Ventured  their  lives  in  their  de- 
fence. The  method  of  preaclhing  before  this 
time  was  ferious  and  pious;  the  edificatioii  of  the 
hearers  was  the  ftudy  of  the  clergy,  and  though 
there  was  often  much  confufion  in  their  ideas, 
yet  they  always  appeared  to  be  in  carneft  when 
tliey  preach  ed.- 

The  epifcopal  clergy,  who  were  lio^  intruded 
upon  the  nation,  were  perfons  of  no  learning 
and  as  little  religion ;  they  were  diflipated  in 
their  behaviour,  and  lived  very  loofely.  The 
people  hated  them,  and  would  not  hear  them, 
they  alfo  upon  occafions  affronted  them,  which 
made  rhe  bifliops  complain  grievoufly  to  the  court 
of  ill  ufage.  The  bifliops  ihemfelves,  except 
liCighton,  were  in  general  ignorant  and  vicious  j 
deftitute  of  religion  and  void  of  all  humanity. 
Their  chief  ftudy  was  to  accumulate  riches,  and 
obtain  power.  Sharp,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
them,  was  a  mean,  wicked,  ambitious  man,  who 
firft  betrayed  his  friends,  and  then  perfecuted. 
them  with  unrelenting  fury.-  Fairfoul,  Afchbifliop 
of  Glafgow,  was  next  to  an  idiot;  .he  had  nei- 
ther a  fenfe  of  religion,  nor  was  he  poffcffed 
of  the  fmallefl  degree  of  any  principle  of  honour. 
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HamiltOT,  Btfliop  of  Galloway,  was  a  man  of 
-a  loofe  behaviour,  and  hardly  kept  withra  the 
bounds  of  decency;  he  had  fworn  the  cosrenant, 
•and  when  it  was  objefted  to  him  that  he  had 
afted  againft  his  confcience,  he  replied,  that  ftich 
medicines  as  could  not  be  chewed  muft  be  Twal- 
lowcd  whole.  All  tbcfe  bifhops  were  obliged  to 
renounce  their  presbytcrian  ordination  which  thejr 
did  not  fcruple  to  do  for  the  fake  of  biihaprics 
and-  good  livings.  They  were  then  ordained  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  the  church  of  Englai&i^ 
'and   fent  down  to  their  different  departments. 

King  Charles  and  his  new  Queen  ex- 
pended their  revenues  to  profufely,  that  ^ 
the  funas  allowed  by  government  for  fupportiog 
the  royal  family  were  infufficient  for  the  pufpofe*; 
the  Queen  Mother  kept  fuch  a  fwarra  of  p4h 
pifls  at  Somerfet  houfe,  that  all  her  upppmt*- 
ment  Was  not  able  -to  anfwer  the  purpore$  of 
her  houfhold.  She  was  at  laft  oUigedro  retutn 
to  France,    where  fhe  died  in  a  few  years  after* 

Sir  Henry  Yane  and  Colonel  Lambert  Were 
tried  this  year.  They  were  both  condemned, 
but  Lambert  was  pardoned  as  to  his  life,  and 
confined  during  the  refidue  of  his  day3«  Vane 
ivas  executed,  and  behaved  with  fo  much  refo* 
lution  and  fortitude,  that  the  court  fu&red  much 
by  his  death.  His  enemies  were  confounded 
at  his  fortitude,  and  all  indifferent  perfons  wem 
provoked  at  the  cruelty  erf  the.  court  and  the 
bi(hops.  Sir  Henry  was  a  ft^dy  republicaiif 
and    oppofed   Cromwel    when    he    affumed    the 
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TZJTTt'-.-    TT^r^.    fjbrr.    ai^  tt.': .'irm-,   rnm,  tnha 

Z.'T  ■c-rr^  bizvt  sz:  TTiAuit  ii,  the  aufe  of  tht 
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The  non -conformifts  were  not  onfy  driven 
from  their  flocks  arid  livings,  but  envied  the 
private  relief  of  friends,  who  occafionally  fuppli- 
ed  them  with  a  few  neceflary  things;  and  what 
grieved  them  more  than  all  the  reft,  they  were 
reproached  from  the  pulpits  as  men  of  bad  prin- 
ciples ;  they  were  branded  with  the  opprobri- 
ous names  of  fchifmatics^  -fanatics,  and  promo- 
ters of  faftion.  Many  of  the  church  clergy 
entertained  their  hearers  with  nothing  except 
reproaches  againft  the  diflenters^  and  lectures 
on  paiEve  obedience  ^•.  The  clergy  of  this  pe- 
riod had  a  curious  ipethod  of  clearing  the 
ftate  and  the  bifiiops  from  the  charge  of  perfecu- 
tion;  they  alledged  that  the  church  could  make 
DO  laws,  and  of  confequence  was  not  to  be  bla- 
med for  the  perfccution  of  thofe  who  were  pu- 
niflied  for  trangrcifion  of  the  rules  of  the  ftate ; 
nor  can  the  flare  be  blamed '  on  that  account, 
becaufe  it  does  not  make  laws  againft  confcience 
but  with  a  view  to  its  own  fafety.  Thus 
thoufands  of  innocent  minifters  and  people  were 
perfecutcd  by  both  the  ftate  and  the  bifliops, 
and  yet  both  church  and  ftate  were  entirely 
guihlefs.  But  if  it  ihould*fo  happen,  that  a 
ftate  for  its  owi^  fafery  fliould  impofe  laws  which 
are  both  contrairy  to  the  law  of  God  and  the  con- 
ftitutioB'  of  England,  it  undoubtedly  defcrves 
both  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  and  the  vengeance 
of  the  naoon,  poured  down  on  its  head:  And 
the  churCCJ  though  (he  fliould  pretend  that  ftie  can 
*  .         *        '  make 
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make  no  hws^  and  yet  does  all  in  her  power  to  fee 
tbem  executed,  and  alfo  endeavours  to  have 
them  promoted  for  the  fake  of  her  own  intcreft, 
contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  God  and  humanity, 
does  Ihe  not  deferve  more  the .  epithet  of  a 
fynagogue  of  Satan,  than  a  church  of  the  li« 
ving  God  ?. 

The  ejefted  roinifters  had  nothing  now  to 
fupport  them  except  private  benefaftions  froni 
their  friends,  which  in  procefs  of  time  fell  ihort 
through  the  violence  of  perfecution,  and  hun-. 
dreds  of  them  were  deftiture  of  houfes  or  main- 
tenance, and  left  almoft  to  ftarve  through  the  mer- 
cilefs  refentm^At  of  the  clergy,  who  gloried  in 
their  afflidlions.  Some  of  thofe  minifters  who 
bad  been  ejefted  were  obliged  to  purfue  other 
€ropk)yments,  and  wander  to  diftant  places  to 
fiiift  for  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could,  •  till 
the  King's  declaration  of  indulgence  was  publifli- 
ed,  which  was  iffued  on  the  tweniy-fixth  of 
December  this  year.  The  intention  of  this  in- 
dulgence was  to  procure  liberty  for  the  papifts  as 
well  as  others,  or  rather  it  was  principally  in- 
tended for  them.  It  had  fmall  efie6t,  and  did 
but  little  good. 

This  year  the  whole  order  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  was  overturned;  presbyteries,  fynods, 
and  general  aflemblies,  were  all  prohibited  by 
an  order  from  London,  which  Sharp  procured, 
who  had  already  betrayed  all  his  conftituents^ 
The  royal  proclamation  pafied  now  for  a%  of 
parliament,   and  whatfoever  the  council  of  Scot- 
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Und  iffued-in  the  King's  name,    was  accounted  a 
law.     .  The   royal  fupremacy  ferycd  inftcad  of  all 
Jaws,    and   North  Britain  was  now  under   an   ab- 
folute  government  in  both  church  and  ftate.     The 
minifters.  who  had  joined  in  what  were  called  the 
public  refolutions,    were  now   fufficiently   fatisfied 
that  they    had   gone  too  far,    and   confeffed    that 
their  brethren,  the  proreftors  had  inveftigated  the 
intentions    of  the   government   much    better   than 
they.  ,    The  refolutioners  were  men  of  eafy  teiih* 
pers,    and   too   ranch    inclined    to   conformity   for 
the  fake  of  emoluments;    they   gave  up  their  li- 
berties  when   they  *joined   with  ^  the,  government, 
and   were  the  occafion   of  many  evils  to  the  na- 
tion.      Their   real    charafter  is,    that  they   were 
trimmers  who  could   veer  about  with  every  wind, 
till   they   found  blafts  oq,  all    fides,    which  they 
were   obliged    to    fuifer.       The    proteftors    were 
honeft,  zealous  men,  .but  rather  too  violent  in  their 
meafure^;    their   freedom   in    thi?    puipit    was   of- 
<en   intolerable,    for   they    meddled    with    matters 
of  ftate,   which   lay  out    of    their   way.       They 
were   however   the  chief  people  in  Scotland  who 
were    fupporters    of   liberty,     which  the  greatefl 
part    of    them    fcaled    with    their   bloods       Had 
they  not    blended    civil  and   religious  matters  to- 
gether,  they  would  1iave  been  famous  to  the  la- 
teft   pofterity;    but  their  .  joining    the  .  things    of 
the   kingdoms  of  this  world .  with    thofe    of   the 
kingdom  of,  Jefus  Chrift,   is  a  great  blot  in  their 
charafter.       With  all  their  failings  they  appear  to 
have  been  godly,    zealous,   and  worthy  men. 
Vol.  IIL  E  e  e  .  A 
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A  great  many  prcsbyi^ri^s  in  Scotland  gaye 
ovef  in^etiDg,  to  prevent  further  troubles;  this 
was  contrary  to  their  profeffed  principles,  and 
was  confidered   as  -complying   with  the  bifliops,  ^ 

The  blfhops  came  down  all  in  one  coach, 
with  a  partide  which  did  not  well  fuit  the  puri- 
t)r  of  chriftianity.  Leighton  left  them  at  Mor- 
jbeth,  having  no  difpofiiion  to  join  in  the  caval- 
cade  which  was  to  meet  them.  The  greateft 
part  of  all  the  profane  noblemen ,  and  gentle- 
men met  them  at  Berwick,  and  conveyed  thena 
to  Edinburgh  in  triumph,  .  where  they  conti- 
nued in  gormandizing  and  drinking,  as  if  they 
had  been  come  to  folemnize  the  Roman  Baccha- 
nalia^  After  their  .  inftalment  they  were  invi- 
ted to  take  their  feats  in  parliament,  and  were 
made  pcrfeft  Lords   fpiriiual 

The  parliament  proceeded  to  every  thing  that 
was  confidered  neceifary  to  reftore  prelacy,  and 
deftroy  thq  former  difcipline  of  the  church.  To 
repeat  all  the  afts  they  pafTed  would  be  a  hif- 
tory  of  icfelf :  An  aft  for  reftoring  epifcopacy 
—  for  preferving  the  King's  perfon— for  mini- 
fters  to  take  prefentations  —  for  mafters  of  col- 
leges to  conform  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
- — for  all  perfons  to  renounce  the  covenants — r 
for  keeping  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  the  day 
on  which  his  \M^jefty  was  reftored.  The  cc^ 
remony  of  this  day  was  fomething  remarkable. 
On  this  occafion  the  town  of  Linlithgow  made 
a  confpicuous  figure;  bonefires,  and  every  fort 
of  illuminations  were  obferved  after  divine  fer- 
tfce,    and  a    famous   triumphal    arch    erefted    at 

the 
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jhe  crofs,  in  fortij  of  an  old  hag,  with  the  co* 
Veaants  in  her  hands,  with  this  infcription,  ^ 
glorious  work  of  reformation.  On  the  other  fide  was 
another  ftatuc,  having  the  remonftrance  in  his  hanc^ 
with  this  infcription,  No  ajjbciation  with  maHgnants^ 
On  the  top  of  the  arch  was  placed  a  ftatue  rcprcfent- 
ting  the  Devil  as  an  angel  of  light,  with  this  label  \ix 
his.  mouth,  Stand  to  the  caufe.  The  arch' was 
cwrioufljr  decorated  with  fcveral  paintings  of 
rocks,  reels,  and  kirk-ftools,  '  upon  the  pier  be* 
neath  the  covenants ;  and  beneath  the  remoci* 
ftrance  were  the  piftures  of  brechams,  cogs, 
and  .  fpoons,  with  .  this  infcription,  ^{l  for  deU^ 
vgring  up  the  King.  On  the  left  hand  was 
drawn  a  commijfion  of  the  Mri^  with  thi«  in- 
fcription,   •/4SI  of  the  wefl  iiri.      In   the  middlf 

bf  the  arch  hung  a  table,    with  this  litany,; 

.  •  •• 

-  From  covenanters  with  uplifted  hands, 
•    From  remonftrarors  with  affodate  bands, 
From  fuch   committees   as  govcfnM  this  natiod'i 
From  kirk  commlffions  with   their  proteftation; 
Good  Lord  deliver  us. 

On  the  backfide  of  the  arch  was  drawn  the 
pifture  of  rebellion  in  a  religious  habit,  with 
eyes  turned  upj  in  its  right  hand  holding  Les^ 
Rex,  a  book  written  by  Mr  Samuel  Rutherfordj^ 
and  in  its  left  hand  The  Caufes  of  God's 
Wrath,  a  book  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Mr 
James  Guthrie.^  ^  Around  lay  feveral  afts  of 
parliament  of  the  eftates  and  general  afferablies 
which  had  been  for  twenty-two  years  before. 
Above  this  emblem  Was    this  fuperfcription,    Re^ 

'    E  c  c  2  belli  on 
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bellioti  is  as  the  Jin  of  witchcraft.  At  drinking^ 
the  King's  health  the  frame  was  fet  on  fire, 
and  confumcd  in  an  inftant.  When  this  wa^ 
done  there  appeared  two  angels  fupporcing  a  ta- 
ble,    bearing,  this  infcription.    . 

Great  Britain*s  Monarch  on  this  day  was  born. 

And  to  his  kingdom  happily  rcftorM; 
The  Queen's  arriv'd,    the  mitre  now  is  worn, , 

\jti  us  rejoice,   this  day  is  from  the  Lord.    . 
Fly  hence  all  traitors  who  did  mar  our  peace. 

Fly  hence  fchifmatics  who  our  church  did  rent. 
Fly  covenanting  rcmonftrating  race, 

Let  us  rejoice  that  God  this  day. hath  fent» 

This  feems  to  have  been  a  device  of  the 
Earl  of  Linlithgow,  who  was  a  great  royalift, 
and  had  great  intereft  in  the  town  of  Linlith- 
gow in  thofe  dayp.  Some  of  the  church  hifto- 
rians  have  looked  upon  this  pageant  as  an  unpa- 
rallelled/infult  upon  religious  matters;  perhaps  it 
was  fo,  for  thofe  who  were  concerned  inl  it 
were  no  Way  remarkable  for  any  degree  of  re- 
ligion; but  the  obliging  men  to  take  an.  oath 
contrary  to  the  dilates  of  their  own  mind,  was 
rot  more  pious  than  this  profane  pageanty.*  Thofe 
drunken  worfliippers  deferve  to  be  chaftifed  for 
employing  fuch  a  wrerched  poet  on  fuch  a  fo- 
Jemn  occafion  ;  the  publifliing  fuch  doggrcl  rhymes 
on  the  King's  reftoration  fhews,  that  the  mufes 
were  fled,  and  had  left  Scotland  on  Charleses  ar-- 
rival  The  magiftrates  of  this  town,  and  the 
zninifter  of  the  'pariih,  bad  fworo  the  covenants; 

it 
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ft  was  exceedingly  profane  in  *  them  to  give 
Countenance  to  fuch  a  public  reproach  upon  their 
own  moral  charafters.  Thofc  who  performed 
this  farce,  and  thofc  'who  promoted  the  fwear- 
ing  of  the  covenants,  were  equally  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  third  cpmpiaildmenc  of  the  moral 
law;  for  in  both  cafes  the  name  of  God  was 
taken  in  vaig.  / 

The  council  of  Scotland  did  bufincfs  now 
.  without  and  contrary  to  the  parliament;  they 
ordered  all  curates  and^ vicars  to  attend  upon  the 
*  meetings  of  the  epifcopal  clergy^  and  lubmit  to^ 
their  diocefan.  The  fever^l  diocefes  were  ap- 
pointed  to  meet,  which  they  accordingly  did ; 
their  bufinefs  was '  altogether'  difagfeeablc  to  the 
nation,  for  the  very  name  of  a  bilhop  was  ab- 
horred equally*  with  that  of  the  devil;  and  if 
tnuft  be  allowed,  that  fome  of  them  were  fo^ 
fcandalous  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  fober 
men  to  keep  company  v^^ith   them.  '       ' 

This  drunken  council  went  from  place  to  place,' 
fcttling^  prelacy,  and  cftablifliing  the  bifhops; 
they  came  at  laft  to  Glafgow,  and  were  fo  drunl^" 
.  that  they  couU  do  no  bufinefs.  Bilhop  Fairfoul 
made  a-  morion  to  fuppoH  the  bifliops  which  the 
King  had  fet  up.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and 
Lockhart  of  Lee,  oppbfed  this  motion ;  but  it  was 
carried  at  lift,  and  it  was  refolved;  that,  fuch 
mmifters  as  would  not  conform  (hould  be  deprived 
of  their  ftipends,  removed  from  their  pariflies  and  \ 

presbyteries,    and  be  difchargcd  from    performing  ^ 

any  pirt  of  their  miniftry  after  that  time.    Their 

headers 
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bearers  were  likewife  prohibited  from  bearing 
them,  or  attending  their  miniftry,  under  the 
pain  of  being  punifbjit^  as  frequenters  of  conven- 
ticles, and  illegal  meetings.  This  was  the  Ia{( 
time  that  Middleton  fat  in  the  council  of  Scot-- 
]and«  Mr  Donald  Cargil,  of  Glafgow,  and  Wylie 
of  Kirkubright,  were  on  this  occafion  brought  to 
trouble;  the  firft  for  not  obferving  the  twcnty- 
pinth  of  Mbj,  and  the  the  latter  for  preaching 
after  he  was  forbidden.  The  fmallcft  offences 
were  now  conftrued  fedition.  and  no  man  was 
fafe.who  did  not  proceed  the  whole  length  which 
was  prefcribed  him. 

Mr  Ltivingfton  and  a  great  number  of  other 
xnlniders  were  called  before  the  council,  and  ei- 
dier  baniflied,  fined,  or  imprifoned.  Livingflon  was 
a  remarkable  man,  and  they  wanted  to  fet  a  mark 
upon  him;  he  was  one  of  thofe  mintftefs  who 
watted  upon. the  King  at  Breda,. and  told  his  bre- 
thren in  coming  home,  that  they. were  bringing 
God's  heavy  curfe  to  Britain.  He  went  over  to 
Holland  with  feveral  of  his  brethren  where  he 
died.  He  is  faid  to  have  converted  five  hundred 
people  at  the  Kirk  of  Shots,  in  the  year,  one 
ihoufand  fix  hundred  as4  thirty,  by  ona  fingle 
fermon,  which  day  and  work  is  accounted  very  re-^ 
markable  by  the  Scots  hiilorians. 
^  In   England   the  court  was  almoft  run 

^'  fliort  of  prQJe£h  for  carrying  on  the  per- 
secution; they  therefore  raifed  another  rumour 
concerning  a  ^lot  againfl  the  j;overnment.  Lam- 
bert|   who  was  in   duraqcei  in  a    remote  ifiand^ 

and 
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and  Ludlow,  who  was  abroad,  were  fuppofcd  to 
be  the  heads  of  this  confpiracjr;  but  this  was  fo 
improbable,  ,that  fcW  gave  any  credit  to  it,  A 
few  foolifh  people  had  faid  fome  unguarded  things^ 
and  for  that  reafon  were  taken  up,  tried,  and 
eondemiied,  and  executed  at  York  and  Leeds^ 
but  no  perfons  of  any  charafter  were  found  a- 
inong  them.  The  fole  defign  of  this  project  was 
to  enflame  the  minds  of  the  people  againft  the 
diffenters.  There  was  little  elfe  paffed  this  year 
Worthy  of  any  notice. 

The  common  people  had    hitherto  en-      ^^ 
couraged    their    minifters,    and   perfuaded  ^* 

them  to  preach  on  convenient  occafions;  this  was 
an  eye-fore  to  the  parifh  clergy,  who  looked 
upon  this  conduA  as  a  reproach  upon  their  be-» 
haviour,  and  a  contempt  of  their  miniftry.  To 
prevent  this,  the  conventicle  aft  was  paiTed,  which 
condemns  all  perfons  to  baniihment,  who  refufis 
to  come  ito  church  ;  and  in  cafe  of  returning, 
to  death,  without  benefit  of  the  clergy.  The 
Juftices  of  the  peace  had  authority  to  put  thi« 
law  in  execution,  and  aH  rhe  fubjefts  of  the  na- 
tion were  at /the  mercy  of  every  ill-natured  or 
malicious  hiagiftrate  who  was  difpofed  to  diftrcfs 
them.  By  this  law  informers  were  encouTaged, 
ind  many  made  it  their  perpetual  borfinefs  to  in- 
form againft  their  neighbours  for  th^  fake  of 
the  reward  which  was  pr/jmifcd  upon  the  convic- 
tion of  the  cufprit.  There  was  no  occafion  fpr 
a  jury  on  thofe  occafions;  the  judge  •  ferved  the 
oF  both  jadgc  and  jury,    and  few    ever 
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efiiaped  clear  that  once  appeared  before  any 
jufticc  of  thc^peace.  in  tho.fe,  days.  The  fubjefts 
were. now r  fadly.  oppreffed;  no  pcrfon  was  fafc 
from  informers,  and  in  cafe  a  man  happened  to 
^    pray  in  his   family  with    more   than  five  pcrfons 

I  prefcnt,    it  was  accounted  a    conventicle,   and  he 

was. dealt  with  accordingly.  .    .  * 

I  .    In  this  and   the  preceding  year,    the  presbyte- 

rians  in  Scotland  were  dreadfully  harraffed ;  they 
were  fined,  tmprifoned,  and  baniflied  in  all  parts 
of  the  nation.  In  the  Weft  country  the  foldiers 
were  quartcrjcd  upon  fuch  as  would  not  hear  the 
turates  and  attend  their  mini  dry :  thcfe  militant 
reformers  plundered  the  country,  and  fcarcely 
left  the  .people  as  much  as  waa  ncceffary  to  pre- 
ferve.them  alive. 

Twqnty*  thoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufand  horfc 
Were  levied  by  order  of  parliament  to  give  energy 
to.  epifcopacy  in  Scotland,  and  to  introduce  an 
arbitrary  government.  When  this  army  was  fent 
to  the  Weft  country,  they  plundered  every  fa- 
mily wherever  they  came;  minifters  and  people 
were  brought  into  the  council  in  multitudes^ 
where  they  were  either  fevcrely  fined,  baniihed^ 
or  hanged,  for  not  going  to  church  to  hear  the 
curates.  Mtddleton,  Lauderdale,  and  Biftiop  Sharp, 
were  bent  upon  forcing  all  ranks  of  people  to 
.  conform  to  tlie  church  a$  it  was  now  eftablifhed. 
They  had  no  concern  for  any  fort  of  religion 
themfelvcs,  farther  than .  it  feryed  the  ends  of 
civil  policy,  but  they  wanted  to  make  the  Scots 
feel  the  power  and  influcncQ  of  the  goyernment, 

on 
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oa  purpofe  to  frighten  them  into  obedience  and 
compliance  with  the  dcfigns  of  the  miniftry. 

.Lord  Warifton  was  tried  and  condemned,  in  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-three;  he  fuflfered 
pioufly  and  chcarfully.  His  behaviour  when  hq 
jfufFered;  was  manly  and  religious ;  and  thoBgh  he 
had  been  for  fome  years  labouring  under  a 
grievous  defeft  of  memory,  caufed  by  poifou  which 
a  wicked  phyfician^  named  Bates,  gave  him  when 
abroad,  yet:  on  the  fcaflEbld  he  fliewed  great 
prefence  of  mind,  and  died  with  great  refolution* 
Lord  Warifton  was  a  man  Very  zealous  for  the 
covenants,  and  what  was.  then  called  a  work  of 
reformation :  He  was  aifo  a  perfon  of  good  parts^ 
and  could  (peak  well;  he  loved  religion,  and  fa* 
criHced  all  he  had  in  this  world  to  its  interefc. 
Presbytery  was  his  idol;  he  believed  that  it  was 
the  only  church  dlfcipline  appointed  by  Chrift, 
iand  that  no  other  form  of  government  was  law- 
ful. The  taking  away  his  life  was  a  great  re- 
proach to  Charles  and  his  court,  and  (hewed  what 
meafures  the  miniftry  ac  that  time  purfued  .  to 
Tcrve  their  own  arbitrary  purpofes. 

The  declaration  againft  the  covenant  was  pref- 
fed  with  the  .utmoft  rigour ;  an  high  coraraiffion 
court  was  ere£lcd  on  purpofe  to  enforce  it,  and 
to  puniCh  .  non-conformifts.  The  comtniffion  of 
the  judges  of  this,  court  was  very  extenfive- 
their  authority  extended  almoft  to  all  things  which 
tended  to  hurt  and  injure  the  .  non*conformifts. 
This  was  a  moft  abominable  judicature^  never 
did  a  worfc  court  cxift  in  any  proteftant  country. 
*    Vol.m.'      '  Fff      '  It 
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It  C0Dfiftc4  of  time  blfliops,  and  five  and  thirtj^ 
laymen ;  four  with  a  bifhop  were  reckoned  a 
quorum',  and  might  proceed  to  bufinefs ;  but  du- 
ring the  whole  period  of  their  power  they  ne- 
ter  did  on®  good  thing,  but  many  wicked  one* 
Bifliop  Sharp  •  procured  this  tribunal  to  give  fpi- 
rit  to  the  niiniftry,  and  to  enforce  the  laws  as 
he  termed  it.  Bifliops  and  Peers,  commons,  ^nd 
military  officers  were  blended  together  in  this  in- 
quifition.  The  proceedings  of  this  court  were 
perfeftly  arbitrary;  pcrfons  were  brought  before 
them  upon  fufpicion,  without  information,  and 
were  obliged  t,o  anfwer  iaterrogatories  according 
to  the  pleafure  of  the  judges,  upon  which  they 
were  either  condemned  or  acquitted  as  the  judges 
were  cfifpofed.  If  a  culprit  refufed  to  anfwer, 
they  had  boots  and  thumikins  at  hand  to  torture 
him  into  compliance;  fo  that  if  once  a  perfoa 
came  before  this  court,  he  was  obliged  either  to 
part  with  his  life  or  his  confciencc  before  he 
could  get  clear.  It  was  totally  a  contrivance  of 
Sharp,  who,  for  excogitating  mifchief  and  Cruelty, 
exceeded  all  that  ever  has  been  imputed  to  the 
devil  and  his  angels. 

The  principal  bufinefs  of  this  fanhedrim  was  to, 
take  cognizance  of  fuch  as  would  not  hear  the 
curates,  and  to  puniflb  theni.  Multitudes  of  non- 
conformifts  w«re  daily  fummoned  before  this  ita- 
quifition;  Hamilton  of  Akenhead,  Mr  Potterfield 
of  DowQiall,  Mr  Smith  of  Cowend,  Sir  William 
Cunningham,  iand  Mr  Walter  Tringle  of  Green- 
Jcnows,  were  air  called  before  the  high  commif-^ 
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fion,  and  fiaed  or  iroprifoned.    Sharp  pufhed^hd 
court    on    to    ;hc    greateft    extremities,    and    be;* 
haved  in   fuch  a  manner   as  (hewed  the  wicked^ 
Uefs  of  his  principles,     and    the  badnefs    of   his 
heart.    Mr  Smith  was   laid  in  irons  for  not  cal- 
ling Sharp,  My    Lord,   and   was    otherwife   mal; 
seated..    Such    was  the    godlineis    of    this  court, 
that  thisy  never  fo  much  as-  minded  common  dcr 
Cency,  when  they  pould  anfwer  their.  purpofe;by 
departing  from  it.     When  the  commands  and  or* 
ders  of  this  yil^   conventioQ  were    not   inftantly 
obeyed,   fpldier§    were    f^pnt   (either  to  sipprehend 
the    tranfgreffprs.   of    to   deypur    their  fubftance. 
Sir  James  Turner  was  fent  to  the  wcftern  coun- 
ties  to  plunder  thetQ^  where   he  and  his  foldiers^ 
committed    fuch    barbarpu^    outrages,    ^hat    thejr 
ein  fcarcely  be  parallelled   in   rh^   whpje'  hiftory. 
of  mankind.    Every  foldier  had.  ^  congimifllon   ta>     V 
afk  Qertain   queftions    at   any    p^irfons    whom    he> 
might  meet,  and  provided  they  did'  not  anfwcr. 
to  bis  fatisfa£lion,     had  a  warrant    to.  kill   them 
without  further  trial.     Two  0|f  the   billu)ps   who, 
had  been  lately  preferred,  were  npw  gone  to  the 
other  world  /o  give  an  account  of  their  behavH 
our  in  this  life.    Fairfoul  apd  Sidefcrf  were  two,, 
qf  the  word  of   the    Scots   prelates,    aqd    their 
4eath  was  very  agreeable  to,  the  generality  of  the 
nation.    Alexander  Burnet  fuGceeded  Fairfopl,  and 
Mr    Scougal  was  preferred  to  Aberdeen  in  ., the 
room,  of  Sideferf.    Scougal  wa$  accounted  one  of 
the  niofl;  moderate  of  all  the  Scots  'bi0^op$.,  and  ^ 
W9$  a  man  of  good  learning. 

F£f  a   '        •  ^        "'  The 
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The   couQcil  this   year    paffcd    an    aft  agaiqft 
I  givirig  charity  or  fapply  of  any  fort  to   the  mi-t 

:  nifters  who  were  turned  out  of  their    churches; 

the  aft^l  fignificd^  that  they    were  difaflfefted   to 
the  prefent  government,  and  for    that  reafon    it 
'  was  accounted  difloyalty  to    relieve    them. 

The  Earl  of  Argyle, ,  and  his  new  Grace  of 
,  Glafgow,  were  added  to  the  council ,  this  year, 
and  took  the  common  oaths  on  this  occafion. 
This  council  ifTued  a  proclamation  againft  that 
treatife  of  George  Buchanan,  de  Jure  Regni  apud 
Scotos ;  a  hook  which  no  tyrant  can  read  with- 
out trembling.  All  perfons  were;  ordered  to  de- 
liver up  what  copies  they  had  of  the  tranflation 
of  that  book  to  the  clerk  of  the  council,  under 
the  pain  of  being  profecuted  as  feditious  perfons. 
This  ihews  that  tlie  members  of  this  council 
were  not 'deftitute  of  underftanding ;  or  they 
could  not  have  thought  upon  deftroying  a  book' 
which  made  f6  much  againft  their  principles.  The 
rights  of  fubjefts,  and  the  d^ty  of  Kings,  arc 
therein  fo  plainly  and  forcibly  difcuffed,  that  all 
the  lovers  of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  domination 
have  looked  odpn  this  performance  is  a  grievous 
eye-lore. 

The  Earl  of  Glencairn  died  this  year;  it  ?5 
faid  that  he  fent  for  fome  of  the  presbyterian 
mihifters  at  his  death,  which  made  his  enemies 
make  fome  refleftions  very  little  to  his  honour. 
He  had  a  great  hand  in  rcftoring  cpifcopacy^j 
and  fetting  up  the  bilDbpps,  from  whom  he  met 
with  but  a  very  ungrateful  return, 

Arclj- 
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'  Arthbllhop  Sharp  was  preferred  to  the  officd  , 
of  chancellor  in  the  room  of  Glcncaim :  thii 
teas  one  of  the  greateft  misfortunes  which  could 
have  happened  this  nation.  He  was  a  cruel, 
weaky  and  ambitious  man ;  in  his  younger  years 
Jie  had  been  religious,  but  having  gotten  the 
tetter  of  his  confcience,  he  had  now  laid  ifidi  y^ 
all  fear  of  God  and  regard  to  men,  and  became 
a  perfeft  mifanthrop.  This  new  chanceHor  in- 
troduced* a  new  method  of  fettling  minifters  into 
Scotland:  when  the  parilh  refufed  to  rieceivc 
dipfe  curates  which  wert  fent  by  the  bifliops. 
Sharp  commanded  a  party  of  dragoons  to  place 
the  incumbent  by  fofce  of  arms,  and  caufe  alf 
who  would  k  not  attend  the  miniftry  of  thofe 
hirelings  to  \bc  ^ned  twenty-pence  for  every 
time  they  were  abfept.  Th6  prefent  Scots  pres- 
byterians  have  been  obliged  to  Sharp  for  this 
device ;  for  what .  was  accounted  at  that  time  a 
barbarous  and  heathen  pra^jtice  in  the  hands  of 
the  bifhops, -has  been  adopted  by  the  prefent  church 
of  Scotland,  in  her  method  of  fettling  fome  late 
incumbents. 

The  afts  of  the  council  were  now  fo  frequent 
$nd  fo  many,  that  it  is  entirely  befidc  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a  church  hiftory  to  take  \  notice  of  them ; 
it  would  have  more  the  appearance  of  a  journal 
of  the  Lords  of  council  than  a  hiftory  of  the 
churches  to  mention'  all  their'  proclamations  and 
aSs  that  were  iffued  in  thofe  days. 

The  Dutch  war,  and  the  plague  Which  *  '  ' 
^roke  out  about  this  time  in  England;  furniflied    ^    -^^ 
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fomft  other  emproymcKit  to  the  court ;  which  ga?^ 
the  fuflfering  party  ia  Scotland  a  ]ittle  refpite.    This 
however  did  not  I^fl:  long,    for  Sharp  perfuaded 
the    miniftrjr .  th^t   the    gentlemen    of   the   weft 
^Qtry  were  defigned  .  to .  join  the  Dutch^     and 
for.  this  reafqa   ohtained   an   prder  to  apprebepd 
all  thofe  who  were  n^oll  remarkable  opppfers  of 
the  epifcopal  difcipline.      Major  Qener^il  Mont* 
gomery^    Sir  Wiiliani  Cjinningham»    Sir  George 
^axwelU   Sir  Hugh  Campbell,  Sir.  William  Muir» 
Major    General    Holborq,     Sir  'George  Moqro, 
Colonel  Halket,     Sir   James   Stewart,.    Sir   John 
Chiefly,    and    the   Lairds  of  punlop  and  Ralf- 
town,   were  all  apprehended  and  put  in  prifon? 
The    minifters   were    put   to   great  diftrefs  with 
paying  their  fines;   an  order  of  council   was  if-* 
filed  to  caufe  them  to  pay  in  their  various  quotas 
by  the  firft  of  December;    but  as  few  of  thcni 
were  willing^  and  many  of  them  not  able  to  pay 
th,em>    but   little   money,  came    in^      Sir  James 
Turner   was    fent   with  qn  army  xq  levy  thofe 
fines,   which  produced  jlrapge  effeds.      He  was 
a    favage,    barbarous    man,    who   never    felt   for 
any.  mqn's   diflrefs  when   he   was   well   himfelf. 
He    made    ftrange   work    in    the  weft    country^ 
V^hich  altogether  allienated   the   afie£lions  of  the 
people  from  the  biflxops  and  the  miniftry. 

Locd  Rothes  made  a  tower  about  this  time 
to  the  weft,  and  returned  to  Edinlburgh;  upon 
ins  return  fome  feyere  piroceedings  were  carried 
on  againft  tjie  prepbyterian  minifter&  They 
iltcrc  banifiied    tWQ    miles  froin.  ^eir  pariihes, 

fix 


fix  miles  froul  Edinburgh  or  ^ny  cathedral  chui-ch^ 
and  three  miles  from  any  royal  burgh;  and  tw6 
df  them  were  not  allowed  to  rcfide  togcAer  in 
one  parifli. 

Immorality  and  vice  prevailed  to  a  great  ^ 

length ;  all  forts  of  wrckednefs  abounded. 
Ever  fincc  the  reftoration  profanity  had  beea 
upon  the  advance.  When  the  nation,  the  courts 
and  the  city  of  London,  were  going  on  in  ^ 
career  of  luxury  and  vdluptuoufnefs,  an  acci*  . 
dent  happened  which  alarmed  all  ranks.  The 
grand  metropolis  of  the  ifland  was  •  almoff  ton- 
fumed  with  fire.  This  coni^agratidn  was  an 
cxtraordmary  event;  the  authors  were  never 
known  to  this  day.  FeW  lives  wefe  loft,  but 
almoft  all  the  houfes,  merchandize,  and  eSe£b 
were  deftroyed.  This  fire  began  in  Pudding* 
lane,  behind  the  Monument,  on  the  fecond  of 
September,  and  in  four  days  time  confumed  thir- 
teen thoufand  two  hundred  dwelling-houfes,  and 
eighty-Dine  churches,  of  which  the  cathedral  of 
St  PauPs  was  one.  This  tremenduous  accident 
afforded  the  diffeming  niinifters  an  opportunity- 
to  exercife  their  miniftry  for  a  time;  for  it 
was  thought  hard  to  hinder  people  from  hear- 
ing the  gofpel  preached  on  fuch  a  melancholy 
cataftrophe.  Manton,  Vincent,  Doolittle,  Tur- 
ner, Grimes,  Jenkyns,  Jacomb,  Watfons,'  Owen, 
Goodwin,  Griffiths,  Brookes,  Caryl,  Barber,  and 
Nye,  kept  all  of  them  feparate  meetings  and 
preached  to  the  pegpFe,  and  were  very  ufcful  in 
the  city. on  this  occafion.  " 
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This  year  the  pcrfecurion  in  -Scotland  was 
very,  fevcrc :  the  foldicrs  who  were  fent  to  the 
yfjedern  counties  behaved  fo  barbaroufly  that  the 
people  were  no  longer  able  to  endure  them.  .  A 
few  gentlemen  affembled  a  number  of  the  cove- 
nanters, who.  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Wallace,  marched  toward  Edinburgh  to  prefent 
their  grievances  to  the  council.  They  were  all 
armed  after  a  fafliion,  and  were  determined  to 
defend  themfelves  if  they  were  attacked.  It  was 
impoffible  for  them  to  proceed  without  arips,  becaufc 
they  were  ready  to  have  been  killed  by  every 
party  of  foldiers  which  ihey  met;  they  therefore 
.came  towards  Edinburgh  in  this  manner  without 
any  inteniion  to  fight,  but  only  meant  to  rcpre- 
fent  their  diftrcffes  to  their  fupcriors. 

The  firft  occafion  of  this  rifing  was  owing  to 
Sir  James  Turner's  barbarity ;  his  foldiers  in  the 
Weft  behaved  fo  barbaroufly  that  they  were  not 
to  be  born.  In  a  country  village,  in  Galloway, 
three  or  four  foldiers  were  going  to  ufe  a  coun- 
tryman very  cruelly  in  his  own  houfe,  when  fome 
of  his  neighbours  came    to    his   relief,    and  dif- 

armed  the  foldiers;  and  left  the  reft  of  the  fol- 

.  •    •       •  • 

diers  in  the  parifli,  who  were  about  twelve, 
Ihould  refcnt  this  aflfront,  they  joined  with  a  few 
more  of  their  acquaintances,  and  difarmed  the 
whole,  except  one,  who  was  -killed  in  making 
refiftancc.  This  alarmed  the  whole  country  for 
fear  Turner,  whom  they  knew  to  be  a  cruel 
wretch,  ihould  come  upon  them  and  take  his 
revenge ;  they  therefore  went  and  furprized  Turner, 
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SAi  toofc  hiiti  prifoncr.     They  wtre  heiaacd  by 
"fdme   gentlemen    who  mefant    no   more    at    firik 
than  to  reflrain  the  licentioornefs  of  the  military, 
who  could  not  be  any-  longer   etidared>  rhot^h 
they    had   no    intention   agaittft:    the    ftate ;    for 
when  they  came  to  Dumfries,  they  went  to  the 
crdfs,   and  drank  the  King's •  health,  and  wi(hed 
profperitly  to  his  government.    But  alt^thisf   waft 
teprefcnted  to  the  cotmcil  a^  a  dangerous  rebe^ 
lion;    and  the   Bifliops  were  m    iuch   ^    fright, 
that  they  fent  an  ex^refs  to  L6ndon  td  his'  M^ 
jcfty,  informing  him,   that  there  was  a  dafngeroo^ 
fAeHion  fet  on  foot.      Genera!  Dalziel  was  ot^ 
idered  to  Mtrch  to*  Giafgo\«^  With  all   the  fbrees 
he  could  afleinble,  and  from  thciicc'to  the  placfe 
•where  thii  rebellioh  was  begun.    A  prbdamatfoh 
^as  i:fllred^  agaitift  the  rebel?  in  arms  in  the  Weft, 
commanding  them   to   lay    do\irn    their    arms    in 
Wenty*-fbur    hours,    and   difcharging  sdl    perfons 
from  aidraj^'  at  afl^ftiog  them^    or  keeping    conf- 
pany  with  thcfm.    This  proclamation  promrfed  n6 
indemnity  to  thofe  who  had  been   concerned   ih 
this  riot,   it  waft  Io6ked  upon  as  only  a  call  for 
the  delinquents  to  come  to  the  gallows ;   for  thfs 
rSafdri  they  were  didtermhied  to  continue  in  arms, 
audi  if  pdfible^  to    encreafei   their    mlmber,     oh 
purpofe   to   ftand   to   iheir  defence.    The    liofl. 
cohformift  miutftcrs  endeavourdd  to  encreafe  the 
fopicions    of    thofe    countrytteh,    aiid    perflKrd<Si 
them  to  ftand  to  Aeir  defence,    fht  they   x^effe 
engaged  in'  the  caufe  of  Gcjd;    0!>]dnel  AlS^lbce, 
TtfefTn?-  Wdcb  and  Robertfoi  j^irie^  theft;'  ahd 
Vol.111.  Ggg  from 
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from  this,  time  they  daily  cncreafed.     They  car- 
ried Sir  James  Turner  along  with    them,    who 
was  in  fomc  danger  of  his  life,  for  the  cruelties 
he  had  been  guilty  df ;    but  they  fpared  him  be- 
caufe  they  found  that   he  had  not   proceeded  fo 
far  as  his  commiffion  gave    him  orders.      They 
at  laft  warped   in   religion   into  this    controyerfyi 
and  procqpdcd  to  repew  the  covenants;  this  they 
did  on  funday  with  great  folemnity.     They  could 
not  well  expefl:  to  prc3ifper   after  they  had  fwom 
.to  perfccute  all  thofe  who  differed  from  them  in 
opinion,   and  bring  every  one  to  condign  punifh- 
jm^nt  who  were  not  difpofcd  to    proceed  fo    far 
as  they  did.    It  was    noble  in   them  to  fupport 
their  own  civil  liberties,   and  the  rights  of  their 
own  confciences ;  but  it  was  wicked  to  engage  in 
an  aflbciation  to  perfecute  others.    The  miniftcrs  of 
thofe  days  had  all  of  them  in  general  grofs  ideas 
of  Ch rift's  kingdom;  for,  whenever  they  were  able 
they  always  endeavoured  to    blen4   fpiritual    and 
temporal  things  together,    and  alTumed  power  to 
.themfelves  inconfiftent   with  the    fpiritual  nature 
of  Chrift's  kingdom.    The  renewing  of  the  co- 
.venants  did  not  add  any  more  courage  to  Colonel 
Wallace's  men,  for  many  of  them  deferted  in  the 
night  time  to  (hift  ^  for  themfelves,    till  his  army 
was  reduced  .  to  a  fmall  number. 
(         After  fomc  marches  and   countermarcheSi    the 
covenanters  came  to  Pentland-hills,  and  ftopped  at 
a  place  called   RuHion  Green.      General   Dalziel 
was  all  ibis  while  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  came 
^op.  with  them  here;  when  after  a  rcfolute  dc« 

fence. 
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fcnee,  maintained  by  a  few  of  Walkce's  little 
army^  the  main  body  was  routed,  and  aa  cafy 
viftory  obtained  by  tlie  King's  forces.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  covenanters  to  have  retreated^ 
and  not  to  have  engaged  the  govermnent's  troops, 
but  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  retreat  with 
lafety,  and  they  therefore  were  under  a  necef-* 
'  fity  to  defend  themfclves.  One  Blackwood  was 
feni  before  this  fldrmifli  to  treat  with  the  cove-? 
nanters,  and  promifed  to  procure  a  ceiTation  of 
arms  till  next  morning,  and  Wallace  wrote  by  them 
to  Dalziel,  that  they  had  no  other  defign  than  to 
apply  to  the  conacil  for ;  a  redrefs  of  their  grie*- 
yances;  but  the  General,  inflead  of  anfwering. 
this  letter,  fent  it  to  the  council,  and  in  the 
mean  ^time  attacked  the  covenanters  and  routed 
^bem.  Some  miniilers  and  others  wera  kiiled  oa 
the  fide  of  the  covenanters;  on  the  gosrernment's 
fide  there  were  feveral  wounded,  but  few  killed. 
It  is  faid  that  Wallace  had  fifty  men  killed,  and 
'as  many  wounded :  there  were  a  great  many, 
taken  prifoners,  who  afcei?  this  battle  were  bar-* 
barouQy  ufed  by  their  enemies.  The  friends  of* 
the  court  and  the.biflbops  called  this  rifing  a  re- 
bellion, and  pafled  the  mol^  ievere.  cenfure  upoa 
thofe  who  were  concerned :  but  it  ought  to  be. 
rememtred,  that  thofe  people  were  only  infifting 
upon  thofe  rights  which  the-  laws  of  the.  land 
had  fecurcd  to  thenik  as  fubje^fls,  and  only  defend-^ 
ed  themfclves  againft  violence  when  it  was  of- 
fered them*  If  fubjefts  are  not  allowed  to  defend 
thofe  rights  which  are  cftabiiflied   to    them    by 
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the  I^s  of  their  cqaotiy^  but  muft  fubmit  ,to  ^11 
the  opprcffions  of  arbitrary  dominators,  who  maj 
haye  the  chance  to  geq^into  the  poflfeflioii  of 
power,  they  maj  truly  be  faid  to  be  miferablet 
/Ml .  xnagiftrates  forfeit  their  title  to  the  obedir* 
eoce  o(  their  fubjefis  when  tb^y  pervert  thofe 
laws  which  were  made  to  fecare  their  rights,  a« 
gaind  their  natural  liberties.  Ilebellion  is  a  wofidl 
made  ufe  of  by  men  in  power,  and  appjied  to 
every  a&ion  which  does  not  agree  with  their 
ends  and  purpofes ;  but  whofoeyer  etid^ayours  to 
deftroy  the  fundamental  laws  of  a  mtion,  upoii 
which  the  rights  of  all  individuals  are  eftabli&e^^ 
arc  guilty  of  rebellion,,  whether  they  be  Kings^ 
Queens,  or  fubje6te,  ,         ' 

The  prifoners  takea  at  this  fkirmKh  were 
brought  to  Edinburgh,  and  (hut  up  together  in; 
one  of  the  churches,  which  was  made  a  common 
gaol  on  this  occafion.  Eleven  of  thpfe  prifoners^ 
were  tried ;  and  thopgh  they  wer<3  pken  upon 
quarter  and  had  the  promife  of  having  their  lives  ^pa« 
red,  yet  they  were  condemned,  and  executed  a)I  upon 
one  gibbet  at  Edinburgh.  They  all  ackabi^Rjedged 
the  King's  aiuthority,  thoug-h  they  were  npt  rea«' 
dy  (o  jowfi  the  bi^^ps,  and  (omc  of  the  other 
rulers  of  tliofe  times.  Nothing  fo  barbarous  ha4 
been  feen  ai  Edinburgh  for  many  'ages*;  the 
minds  of  almoft  all  ranks  of  pec^fe,  except  the 
bifiiops,  were  deeply  affefled  at  the  (ighf  of  fuch 
a  tragedy;  but  THEY  were  a  fct  of  men  who 
wae  pad  feding ;  for  fioce  tl|e  days  of  popery^^ 
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ipcb  ^  f^t  9l^  hipifk  Q)(^itals  had  l^ot  tsA^ei  tip« 
m  this  glofcc.  ' 

The  '  ^milie§  <>f  cb^  fiilSerers  were  ruiaedi^ 
for  ^e  wreath  <4  the  Uftiop^  fGcas  it^ikij^e;  the 
cftcs  of  i^idof  s,  orphans,  .ap4  fethertefs  cblldreOi^ 
had  no  more  effeS  iipon  thiem  thin  the  hpwl^ 
jog  of  a  dog,  or  the  fouoding  of  ihe*  TO»d; 
In  the  d^ys  qf  Spotch  epifo^paey,  this  digQUftr 
^jes  of  that  fdiurch  w^re  loone  .delighted  ;Wsth 
Wiog  one  of  th«ir  M\qw  <reacur^  tormxtA  vitji 
hoQtt  arod  -thiun'tj^ins,  haaged  aitd  quartered^ 
fbm  ifrith  the  i)ews  df  a  Qnners  n^eotaiice^ 
or  the  falyation  of  lpul$.  One  inirdihiip  which 
thf}  poTenaQ^r?  liberie  laid  poder,  ^nd  ^hich 
will  make  fbc  n^oes  pf  €he  rulers  of  th^t  ptic 
riod  fttok  to  the  end  of  the  mvrH,  vas^  tba£ 
pettfaer  ikther  pqr  foo,  mqcbdr  liior  j<9bqghfier, 
were  allowed  to  fpeak  tq  OQeanocber^  fro?yect 
^U  ^f  of  thecQ  were  inter^cdminuQ^^  ^as  ic^ 
Wb  called  iQ  thofe  day^.  If"  they  tiranfgrefied 
in  thfe  point  xhcf  were  fi:(re  p  be  iiamged  fior 
their  pains,  $)poo  cooTidion,  4t  ^^4  ^  tjbej 
bad  4n  the  world  tR6  taken  ffom  ihem,  and  they 
were  left  ito  fluft  for  tbemfelyef.  Goqd  i^gfoii 
bate  the  peo{de  of  Scotlttnd  to  4l^d  arbitrary 
goYemmenty  ^nd  bafie  (he  iKime  of  a  Stewart^, 
eicho*  when  he  comes  near  the  dirooe,  or  has 
iofluence-  with  any  who  approach  it.  To  mmr 
tjon  the  inames  of  aU  the  penToos  who  iuSisred' 
th^  jrear, '  either  iinto  deaths  or  were  ftript  of 
all  the  enjoynseots  of  life,  would  be  it>  write 
a  cbroaiide  inftead  of  a  hiftonr*      I'o  fiiew  in 
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oqe  inftance  the  moderatioa  of  thofe  times^  I 
fiiall  fee  dowO)  in  as  few  words  as  poilibie,  the 
cafe  of  the  Laird  of  Corfak,  and  that  of  Mr 
Hugh  M^Kail.  They  were  brought  before  the 
council,  bad  their  legs  put  into  iron  boots,  and 
wedgies  driven  between  ♦  their  legs;  and  tbefc 
infernal  contrivances  were  continued  till  the 
marrow  burft  out  of  the  bones  of  their  legs  : 
and  in  midfl  of  the  horrid  fbrieks  which  they 
gave  through  pain,  the  merciful  judges  called 
out  for  another  touch.  They  wanted  them  to 
difcovcr  fome  plot,  which  they  pretended  they 
were  concerned  in,  and  thofight  to  force  them 
to  difcover  fome  of  their  accomplices.     But  not-  j 

wichftaading  all  the  fury  thofe  barbarous  and 
lavage  •  perfecutors  could  exprefs  towards  thofe 
two  gentlemen,  they  could  extort  no  fccret  from 
them  to  injure  any  other  perfons  whatfoever. 
Hugh  M^Kail  fufiered  fometime  after  this  moft 
heroicly,  and  made  a  confpicuous  figure  am(H}g 
the  fufferers  of  this  period.  He  was  a  young 
man,  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  remarkably 
pious  and  religious;  he  joined  the  covenanters 
in  the  wefl  before  the  battle  of  Pentland  Hills, 
and  was  apprehended  when  he  was  endeavouring 
to  make  a  retreat  from  them. 

Perfecution  for  confdence  fake  was  now '  car^ 
ried  on  with  great  violence ;  there  was  fcarce  a 
week  pafTed  but  there  were  fome  or  other  of 
the  presbyterians  executed.  In  *  the  month  of 
December  this  year,  there  were  feven  hanged  ac 
^jT,   two  at  Irvipe,  and  two  at  Dumfries.    Sa 
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frequent  were  thofe  fcenes  of  horror,  that  tht 
very  executioners  were  wearied  with  them;  ao4 
fome  of  them  refufed  to  difcharge  their  office 
The  hangman  of  Irvine,  through  remorfe  of 
confcience,  refufed  to  be  any  more  concerned  la 
executing  the  covenanters,  and  fliewed  a  readi- 
nefs  to  fuflfer  himfclf,  rather  than  proceed  to 
apy  more  executions.  The  hiftory  of  this 
hangman,  as  recorded  by  hiftorians,  is  abundant- 
ly cuj-ious,  but  rather  too  infignificant  to  take  up 
a .  page  in  a  church  hiftory :  it  may  fuffice  to 
obferve,  that  he  (hewed  a  great  degree  of  good 
fenfe  and  fortitude,  and  put  all  his  enemies  ta 
ihame  j  fo  that  they  were  obliged,  after  many 
fevere  threatenings,  to^  difmifs  him,  to  the  no 
fmall  aftonifhment  of  all  who  knew  their  perfe- 
curing  difppfirbns. 

This  year  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
was  impeached  of  high  treafon,  but  did  '^^7* 
not  abide  his  trial;  he  tfed  to  France,  and  left 
behind  him  a  paper  denying  the  whole  of  the 
charge  brought  againft  him.  This  paper  was 
burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman, 
and  his  Lord(hip  was  baniflied  the  King's  domi- 
nions  for  life  by  an  aft  of  parliament.  H9 
fpent  the  remaining  part  of  his  time  at  Roan  in 
Normandy,  among  the  papifts  and  presbyterians, 
whom  he  had  pcrfecutcd  •  feverely  in. his  own 
country,  and  employed  his  labours  in  writing  the 
hiftory  of  the  gr^d  rebelKon. 

Lord   Clarendon  profefled    the .  prpteftslnt  reli- 
gion,   but  does  not  appear  to  .hayc  believed  an  j 

\     '  '    rcffilioti 


(    4*4    ) 

t^Yightk  fiocle^y;  Kc  was  a  fcrcrc  arid  arbitrary 

^nccHor,  atid  fparcd  n6  man's  life  or  mcereft 
^en  they  caiiie  in  coin]5etitioil  with  his  unbound*- 
ed  ambition.  He  hated  the  presbyterian?  and 
fhc  papHb  nioft'  heartily ;  the  firft  of  whom  he 
BtVer  liientlons  but  with  rancour  and  reproach, 
libr  evtf  i^a^ed'  tHcin  as  long  as  he  was  in  poWer. 
fill  the  frietlds  of  civil  and  religious  liberties 
ifittft  ddpifb  his  chattAer;  and  his  hiftory  whitH 
fwis-  bccti  fa  often  extolled*  by  high  chtirch-mert 
and  jatxi>in»,  will*  (hew,  as  long  as  it  is  read, 
tfid  [Afture  of  one  who  was  a  real  cnetoy  to  the 
l4gHt$'  of  mankind:  Upon  the  difgrace  of  Cla^ 
iHndbd'  the  report  of  a  toleration  was  again  pro^ 
Abted,  abd  it  wciqld  app^  that  Chaties  was  ia 
eatridil'to  hiVe  it  brought  about  for  the  fake 
of  the  Roman  catholics.  The  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham w&  Dov^  thade  prime  miniftef,  the^  diflen*- 
ters  were  donriived  at,  and  the  people  went  to 
their  meetings  withotit  fear  or  terror. 

The  commcnns  however  ftill  retained  a  great 
degree  of  the  principles  of  Clarendon,  and  peti^ 
doned  the  iQng  to  iflue  a  proclamation  for  en« 
forcing  the  laws  againft  conventicles  aqd  non- 
cionformlfh;  jivhich  Charles  was  mean  enough 
tb  do^  tb<Migh  his  friends  the  papifts  were  en- 
datigeriDd  therebf^ 

The  fevcritics  whith  were  cxercifed  upon  the 
difledters  began  to  raife  pity  in  the  minds  of  the 
people.  The  behaviour  of  the  biihops  was  high- 
ly ofenfive  to  Charles ;  iSbeldon  and  Morely 
W^  dnpd<  tO'  Chancellor  Hyde,    and   affiftod 
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him  io  all  his  fchemes  of  perfecntioo,  whicK 
the  ..  King  .  looked  upon  as  .  proceeding  from  aa 
antipathy  againfl  the  papifts, M^^^hcftn  he  intended 
to  favour;  and '  of  -  confequence  confidered  their 
peafures  as  an  oppoCtion  to  his  defigns.  This 
made  him .  more  eajdly  fall  in  with  a  fcheme  of 
indulgence,  and  fhew  greater  lenity  towards  the 
diifenters.  Charley  was  fo  plain  .  with  the  bi-* 
ihops  as  to  tell  them,  that  if  the ,  clergy  had 
dpne  their  parts  it  was  eafy  to  have  overcome 
the  non-conformifts ;  he  accufed  them  of  pufi- 
lanimity,.  becaufe  they  would  not  do  what  they 
ought,  but  laid  the  whole  burden  upon  him. 
^  In  Scotland  the  cruelties  of  General  Dalziel 
were  intolerable,  ^He  marched  to  the  weft  coun- 
try,  and  fettled  his  head  quarters  at  the  towtt 
of  Kilmarnock,  where  he  opprelTed  all  the  coun- 
try around.  There  were  now  no  forms  of  law 
ufed,  the  oflGicers  and  foldiers  did  what  they 
-pleafed;  they  fined,  they  tortured,  and  murder- 
ed,, according  to  their  own  good  plcafure,  every 
perfon  who  was  once  fufpefted,  however  inno- 
cent he  might  be.  E^alzicl  was  fuch  a  monfter 
of  barbarity,  that,  he  fliot  one  David  Finlay  for 
having  feen  the  covenanters'  army  pafs  by;  the 
man  was  not  able  to  inform  him  of  the  names 
of  any  who  were  in  Wallace's  army,  and  for 
that  reafon  was  inft^ntly  fent  to  the  other  world, 
though  he  carneftly  begjged  for  one  night  to  pre- 
pare for  eternity.  Imkpces  of  cruelty  of  the 
moft  {hocking  nature  were  "bqw  fo  frequet5%  that 
wicked  men  became  hardened  m  the  praQice  of 
'    Vol.  IIL  Hbh  •     murder 


itorder  and  Blood-flied,  and  fbber  perfbns  were 
Wearied  of  their  lives  frotn  a  conftant  fear  of 
danger. 

The  method  of  fupporting  religion  in  Stot- 
{and*  was  now  of  the  Mahomedan  kind ;  a  ftand-^ 
in^  army  ^as  employed  to  cnKghten  men's  con- 
fcicnces,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  truth  of 
tTie  eftdbilihed  religion.  The  bifliops  ufed  all 
their  influence  to  have  the  army  continued,  and 
declared,  that  if  it  was  removed  no  perfon  of 
any  denorhinarion  would  come  to  the  church, 
tender  the  miniftry  of  thofe  militant  defenders 
of  the  faith  the  nation  groaned^  and  every  cor-^ 
iier  of  the  land  was  drenched  with  bbod.  Mea 
dnd  women  foi>  refufing  to  bejlr  the  curates  were 
apprehended,  condemiied,  and  executed,  without 
any  triar  whatfoever.  The  eftablifhed  clergy 
Were  fo  aftiVe  iti  {promoting  the  perfecution,  that 
their  Very  nartieS  were  held  in  .d^teftation  through- 
out thd  whole  kingdom ;  .  their  lives .  Hrere  fo 
itnmoral,  and  their  do6lrine  fo  dry  and  infipid, 
that  they  loft  ^11  credit  even  among  thofe  who 
feemed  to  favour  them. 

The  minds  of  the .  covenanters  Were  in  this .  pe- 
riod fo  perplexed,  and  their  paflions  warped 
through  antipathy  to  the  prelates  who  perfecuted 
them',  that  they  received  many  things  into  thei^ 
teftimony  which  had  .  no  relation  to  religion ; 
^they  accounted  it  a  fin  even  to  accept  of  an 
indulgence  from  the  prefent  civil  powers,  ..and 
died  in  proteding  againft  toleration*  This  .was 
jproceeding   upon  a  principle   Which   contradiSed 
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die  laft  teftimonj  pf  our  .  Lord  and  •  Sayiour^ 
who  declared,  that  bi$  kingdom  was  qot:  of 
this  world  It  was  makiag  ^the  church  uot  a 
^iritual  but  a  temporal  kingdom,  ,to  (uppok^ 
that  the  civil  powers  codd  do  any  thing  mor^ 
in  behalf  thereof,  than  prot$<Q:  nien  in  the.  prac^ 
tice  of  their  pwi^  profdSion  of  rdiigion. 
■^  AH  tbofe  perfons  ;who  were  of  any  rank  ap^ 
ch^^Aer  that  had  b^ei)  coQceri)ie<^  iw  the  zSatif 
of  Pen.tlaQ(^  were  put  under  forfeiture  of  cheif 
^ces  and  livfSf  a  lopg  ii0:  of  whom  were  men^ 
sioned.  iu  the  commii&9n;  ^ig^ed  'by  rthe.Eirl 
pf  Roches,  aod  feut  to  the  K^ing's  advocate  Ir 
ScotlaAd. 

'.    When  i^is  c^mmU&oQ  was  r^cei?ed  the  advo^ 

tate  immediacely  b^an  to  piroceed  againft  Col^ 

Ad   Wallace,  /M^jor    Lermont,     Mc^s    WekH, 

Smith,   Lifton,    ^nd  fymc  otters;    thef  wipre  ^I 

KondeiQQcd    to.  thf  forfeiture  of  cbeir  lifcs  and 

iortttoes,   and  tbo|e  who  had  Biadc   fiiek  efcape 

-wem  out-)awed  and  fugi tared.  t 

The  friends  i£  Xord  Clarendon  had  now  loft 

^^hgk  intcrefl:  at   court;    the  noblemca  ip  Sqo(^' 

]aud    were   at   variance   among    thcmCblves.      Jp. 

this  jumUe    of  interefts .  Lauderdale's  party  ptp> 

:tailed,    and  bis  friends  came  into  favour.    Pea^ 

Was  made  with  the   Dutch^    and  the  army  w#s 

disbaikled;  this  gave  great  uneafiaefs  to  the  til- 

^ihops,  who  had  nothing  to  fuppqrt  their  inteneft 

.^xoept    a  ftanding    army..     The  archbiihop   ^f 

.Otafgow    is    faid    to,  h^ve   declared,     that    now 

4is  tie  qmy  w^  disHnded  tbi  ^ofpfsl  would  go 
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out  (ff  hjs  dmtfe ;    a  plain  evidence  /  it  had  not* 
been  cftabliflied  upon  true  principles. 

As  foon  as  the  arnjy  was  disbanded  the  perfecu* 
tion.  abated  a  K^^Ie,  for  the  bifliops  could  npt 
purfue  their  fchemes  of  flaughter  without  the  af-^ 
fiftance  of  the  army.  Some  who  defined  to  have 
the  nation  fettled,  propofed  a  bond  of  ^eace 
to  be  fubfcribed  by  all  to  whom  it  (houtd  be 
offered.  This  bond  was  conceived  in  fiich  am- 
biguous  terms  that  many  fcruplcd  to  fubfcribe 
it,  becaufe  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  obliged 
them  to  approve  of  the  prefent  form  of  go- 
vernment in*  church  and  date.'  Theyv  were  the 
more  timorous  to  fubfcribe  any  bond  propofed 
"by  the  prefent  rulers,  becaufe  they  knew  their 
difpofiticm  to  enfnare  their  confciences,  and  their 
feadinefs  to  entrap  them  in  all  things  wherein 
they  knew  they  were  fcrupuJons. 

A  projeft  of  a  comprehenfion  was  fct  on 
'  foot  this  year  in  England,  which  was  in- 
tended to  take  in  both,  the  presbyterians  and  e^ 
pifcopalians  ;^  but  the  bi(hops  oppbfed  it,  and  it 
came  to  nothing*  To  accomplifh  this  compre- 
henfion, feveral  alterations  were  propofcd  in  the 
fervice  of  the  church  of  England,  but  the  high 
church '  bifliops  would  admit  of  no  alterations.  It 
was  next  propofed  that  a  toleration  fhould  be 
granted,  and  the  feveral  conditions  thereof  were 
communicated  by  Mr  Baxter  and  Dr  Owen  to 
their  refpeftive  parties.  The  propofals  •  were;— 
That  fuch  *  proteftants  as  could  not  accept  of  a 
comprehenfion^  might  havQ  libeny  for  the  cxcer- 
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cifc  of  their  religion  in  ptibKc,   and  to 'Wild  or 
procure  places*  of  'worfhip,   at  their '  own  expcnce, 
either  withra  or  -  near  towns,    as  ihould   be  moft* 
copvenient. — That  the  natoes  of  fncK   perfohs  as 
bad  this  liberty   be  regiftered,  together  with  the 
congregation    to    which  '  they    belong,    sand    the 
names  of  the    teachcn— That  every  perfon   thus 
admitted    be    difabled    from    bearing   any    pubKc 
office, .  but  fliall  be  fined  for  offices  of  burden.-^ 
Upon  (hewing  a  certificate  of  being  lifted  among 
thofe  thiat  are  indulged,  they  ihall  be  freed  from 
fuch  legal  penalties  as  are  to  be  infli^bd  on  thofe 
who  do  not  atteiid  their  pariih  churches. — -Such 
perfons  fo  indulged  Ihall  not;  for  their   meeting 
in    conventicles,     be  poniffied  by  cbhfifcation    of 
their  eftates,  provided  they  pay '  all  puUic  duties 
to  their  pariih  where  they  refide.     This  indul* 
gence  to  continue  three  years. 

Archbiihop  Sheldon  mined  thisprojeft;  he 
wrote  a  circtilaV  letter  to  the  bilhops  of  his 
province,  to  fetid  him  a' particular  account  of  aft 
the  conventicles  within  their  dibcefes,  and  of  th^e 
Dumber  that  frequented  them,  and  -whether  they 
thdttght '  they '  might  be  cafily  fuppfeffed  by  the 
civil  magiftrate*  When  he  had  received' this  in* 
formatiod,  he  went  to  the  King,  and  obtained  a 
proclamation  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  againft 
the  diffenters,  and  efpecially  againft  the  preachers^ 
according  to  a  former  law  of  this  reign. 

A  frefh  perfecutioh  broke  out  againft:  the  oon- 
eonformifts,  and  was  violently  executed  by  General 
Monk/  who  .was  oaw'almoft  funk  into  tontempt; 

but 


9QUit  a^d  c^  hifliopSy  h$ii  tb^  tbaoks  of  parli9« 
meot  b^ftQWcd  .  on  hiisu  The  lipufe  of  Coiii*t 
IQOQs  alfo  itiiiviied  hfs  liilajefty  thaak$  for^  bi^ 
pil^daauition  for  fappreifing  cojavepticlca,  ^^^4^8 
him  to  cdce  tbe^  fame  care  in  cjm^  to  cpme* 
Tbfs  meetings  of  .the  4ifleiiter8  were  vow  ^U 
broken  npt  and  the  conniywce  which  tl^ey  ba^ 
gljanted  |hem  was  no  ii;iore.  Thetr  mioiilers 
were  iminifoQedy  fine^,  and  harrafled.  J!dr  Bai^ 
ter  was  C9mmitted  to  Qerkenwell  gaol^  for  preachr 
jBg  in  bis  ovfu  houf^  at  AAon,  and  for.  refufinf 
to  taJke  the  Oxford  oath;  but  he  got.  dea^ 
idirongb  f  ii^ult  in  I^  mittimus,  and  ^t^rward^ 
took  care  to  keep  oat  ^  dpe  way.  All  .  thi^ 
^Kffis  contrary  to  the  iqclinatiao  rof  the  Kin^ 
5irho  nieaot  no  morf  tbaiji  to  play  the  difieiiteis 
againft  the  parliament  for  a  fum  of  mpney  which 
Jbe  wanted,  to  (upport  his  extravagapoe.  The 
jpdnciples,  pf  Charley  4M  ?^  J^^^^  ^^^  ^P  ^f^^  ^ 
jto  ^pre.Tent  bim  '  from  behfiyiog  equivocally ;  he 
.cared,  ^  d?  num'^  interf^  wl^en  *hi$  own  plea- 
/oves  ..came-  ^n  -  the  way.  ; 

.  T^^  ddba^e  oonceraing  ]t(4cratknl  Vfs  now  2^ 
jljmed  witk  grfac  2^al  through  the  n^o ;  ma- 
^y  &tiirifal  pamphlets  wece,  poUifhed  jK)  expofe 
4be  difTeoters.  T^qr  were  charged  with  aotino- 
ipotianifmy.  aq^  federal  other  errors ;  and  their  eoc* 
'mies  ihewed  fpch  ^nc^s  to  efpok  chem,  A%t 
j^  jnade  themfdyes  rid^c^lous  10  their  maimer 
;pf  djoipg  jit;  Dod^or  Partrick  waii  a  leader  in 
tJm  CQ^roiff;!^  apd'  ea^relKipd  &VU  g«al  agsiiixft 
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9Ht(Aeh^opt\  )fe  '«ddkM)aif^  to  ^ick'  up  fol&e 
l6efe  cxj^feffioQs  in  fiwn<  kilbom  of  the  jnon-con-' 
formiftsy  which  he  attempted  to  mm  inta  ridi-^ 
(tole,  and  thereby  to  e2cp6f<!i  them  as;  perfons 
tmWorfhy  to  be  totei^tid:  bat  he  inight  have 
fiemnd  an  6^ual  quantify  of  trradona!  and  incohe* 
flint  fentiMents  aindn^  hia  own  brethren;  even 
Wi  owin  writings  are  not  very  pcrfe6h     SamueF 

-Airker  dtftinguiibed  hin»felf  hi  ^is  dtfpnte,  and 
wrote  with  great  bitternefs  againft  t!he  diflentet's; 

*he  was  a  man  of  no  reUgion,  and  hH  moral  chai^ 
radtr  teas  very  fufpitHons ;  but  he  wiis  zealoni 
for  church  authority,  and  breathed  forth  all- the 
fumes  of  intolerance  which  naturally  lodge  in  a 
bad  heart.  Andrew  Marvel,  a  man  of  great  wit 
and  vivacity!^  attacked  faim  in  the  burlefque  way,- 
ajod.  fet  all  the  kingdom  a  laughing  at  htm;  he 
Humbled  Parker^  and  put  him  to  filence^  and  made 
all  the  whdie  party  quit,  the  field.  .  Greit -iudul-»- 
geflces  were  given  to  the  enemies  of  the  diflcn^ 
ters;  the  ccMut  allowed  the  players  to*  reprefcnt 
them  upon*  the  (lage,  and  to -exhibit  their  reli- 
gion as  an  obje«  of  contempt.  Modefty  and  fo- 
bernefs  were  now  fled  from  the  court,  ancl  al^ 
forts  of  debaucheries  were  pradifed.  Buckingham 
and  Rdcheftdr  were  the  King's  chief  favourites, 
itfho  were  two  .of  the  loofeft'meii  in  that  or  any 
age.  They  aififted  the  King  in  gratifying  hi^ 
lufts,  and  advanced  thetnfelves  in  a  manner  which 
^ill  cter  redound  ^t6  the  difgraee  •offheir  na- 
hires.  ^1^67.  Recife  men  of  wit  and'  hatriour, 
Wt  of  Wtch^  boTals/    dteir  ntanbtf  of  lifci 
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was  a  (candal  to  fociecy^i  apd  die  ;c6art,  in  whtishc 
they  were  chief  manag^re,- was  a  difgrace  to  al| 
the  courts  in  Europe. 

In  Scotland  the  bond  of  fface  was  prefled  with 
great  fe?erity;  and  many  were  fined^  and  fuf- 
£ered  grij^vous  perfecutipn  for.  refufing  to  fubfcribe 
it.  The  goTernmjeuty  to  coyer  their  defigns  a-. 
g^iod'  the  Scots  prqsbyterians,  proceeded  this 
year  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  Sir  James 
Turner;  v^o,  after  h^  had  been  examined,  was 
difcharged .  from  bis  Majefty's  fer?ice,  and  his 
commiilions  taken  from  him.  Sir  James  Turner,. 
Ofi  this  occafion,  does  not  appear  to  havb  had 
l^ilice.done  him;  for  however. far  he  proceeded 
in  perfecuting  his  M^efty  fubjeds  in  Scotland^ 
it  is  certain  that  he  bad  commijUion  to  do  more 
than .  he  did. 

.  The  zeal  of  the  court  and  the  biibops  againCl 
field  meetings  encreafed,  though  there  were  now 
few  of. them  co  be  found  in  the  nation;  who- 
ever was  found  guilty  of  being  ^  a  conventicle 
was .  feverely  fined  or  imprifoned.  Miller  of^ 
Woxford  was  fined  one  thoufand  pounds  Scotch 
for  being  at  ft  meeting  in  the  .  (hire  of  Ayr, 
and  obliged  to  give  his  bond  that  neither  he,, 
nor  any  of  his  family,  fhould  frequent  conven* 
tides  for  the  fi>:ure.  All  the  eje^ed  mini(lei;s. 
were  by  an  order  of  the  council  to  be  appre« 
bended,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  had  or^ers^ 
to  take  them  up  wherever  they  could,  find  them. 
In  this  order  were  included  alt  .  the  principal 
perfons  who  atteade4   thofe    religious  meetings; 

ana 


^ 


(    433    ) 

add  to  encourage  tbo  officers  and  fpldiers  to  do 
their  duty,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the 
government,  the  fines  were  di^ribnted  aaongil 
them  in  the  rooft  convenient  nianuen  In  tbp 
,  pariflies  of  Carfphairn, '  Dairy,  Dumfriet,  Lanark, 
and  Carluke,  between  eighty  and  ninety  perfons 
were  ordered  to  be  apprehended,  whofe  nam^s 
^  it  is  not  necelTary  to  mention.  How  many  of 
this  number  were  really  taken  appears  uncertaia 
from  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times* 

Of  the  prifoners  who  were  taken  at  Pentland> 
forae  were  under  feqt^nce  of  death,  and  others 
under  fentence  of  banifliment;  thofe  who  w^re 
pot  executed  were  tranfported  to  New  jEngland 
and  Virginia,  cxcepf  fuch  as  figned  the  bond  of 
peace, 

Mr  Michael  Bruce,  a  minifter  from  Ireland, 
met  with  extraordinary  treatment;  he  was  banifli- 
Cd  by  a  fentence  of  the  council  of  Scotland  out 
of  the  three  kingdoms,  but  when  he  came-  to 
London  was  feat  to  the  Gatehoufe,  and  after 
he  had  remained  there  for  fome  time  was  fen- 
tenced  to  go  to  Tangiers  in  Africa.  He  how- 
ever obtained  favour  and  retiu-ned  to  Ireland, 
The  fentence  of  the  court  of  England  would 
appear  to  have  had  an  intention  of  burlefquing 
t;he  favage  council  in  Scotland,  by  altering  their 
fentence,  with  an  addition  of  feverity  which  they 
never  intended  to  execute,  to  {hew  that  they 
did  not  altogether  approve  of  their  barbarity. 
The  Scotch  hiftorij^ns  have  confidered  this  as  an 
infringement   gf  ,  the   lib^rtie?   of   that  .  kingdom. 
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but  it  is  manifeft  that  the  fcntenccs  pafl  in 
England  during  this  reigii,  were  nothing  in  com- 
parifon  of  ihofc  which  the  Scotch  council  paf- 
fed  againft-  their  brethren  and   countrymen. 

It  is  generally  thought  that  the  covenanters 
in  Scotland  would  this  year  have  obtained  an* 
indulgence,  had  not  an  accident  happened  which 
exafperated  the  government  more  againft  them- 
One  Mitchel,  who  appears  to  have  had  more  * 
zeal  than  difcreiion,  refolved  to  murder  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  St  Andrews.  On  the  eleventh  of 
July  he  refolved  to  put  his  defigti  in' execution, 
and  attacked  Sharp,  and  Honeyman  bifliop  of 
Orkney,  in  their  coach,  at  the  head  bf  Black 
Friars  Wynd,  Edinburgh  ;  he  difcharged  a  load- 
ed piftol  into  the  coach,  which  wounded  Honey- 
man  in  the  wrift,  but  was  intended  to  kill  the 
archbifbop,  Mitchel  went  away  as  if  nothing 
bad  happened,  and*  nobody  endeavoured  to  ap- 
prehend or  purfue  him.  Some  cried  out  that 
there  was  a  man  (hot,  but  others  replied,  It  was 
only  a  bijbop.  So  greatly  was  Sharp  hated  in 
Edinburgh,  that  nobody  endeavoured  to  aflift  him. 
Some  hiftorians  affirm  that  it  was  on  this  occa- 
fion  that  Sharp  uttered  the  only  pious  fentiment 
that  ever  he  was  known  to  exprefs  in  his  whole 
life;  in  the  prefence  of  Burnet  he  faid,  My 
times  sre  wholly  in  thy  band^  O  thou  the  God 
of  my  life. 

1660        '^^'^    ^^^^   is  not  remarkable   for  any 

great    tranfaftions    in    either    England    or 

Scotland  with   regard   to   church  affairs,    except 

i      .  .  the 


(    435    ) 

the  granting  of  the  indulgence  to  fome  of  the 
cjefted  mittifters^  and  the  death  of  fome  remarks 
able  minifters,  fuch  as  Meffrs  Newcomen,  Ded- 
ham,  Rogers,  AUein;  and  Dr  Arrowfmith.^  All 
thofe  minifters. were  men  of  confiderable  account 
in  their  time,  and  wqre  very  ufeful  in  the  church.. 
Before  the  indulgence  came  downi  to  Scof-^ 
land  many  were  greatly  baraffed  on  account  df 
JMitchers  attack  upon  the  biftiop  of  St  AndreWj 
fome  wiere  taken,  fined,  or  binifked:  and  upon 
a  report  of  another  rifing  in  the  weft,  the 
JEarl  of  Linlithgow  was  ordered  to  affemble  the 
forces  to  difperfe  the  rebels.  This  was  an  eni- 
ployment '  agreeable  to  the  Earl,  who  bpre  hq 
good,  will  to  the  diffenters  in  •  Scotland,,  and 
whom  he  always- perfeqated  with  viiyelenting  fu- 
ry.  The  biihops  hearing .  of  tbe  in^tended  iuy 
dulgence,  e^^erted  all  .their  iqfluencc  ta  perfecute 
the  non-conformi(l5i  heforS:  k  ^rrived^  and  for 
this  end  puflicd  on  the  commanding  officers  t<? 
purfue  their  orders  as  faft  as  poffible,  rhat  they 
.tnigbt  brjng  their  work  to.  a  coQclufiop  befori? 
they  were  interrupted.  By  this,  means  many 
were  totally  ruined  before  the  indulgence  c^$ 
down  to  Scotland. 

^  When  the  indulgence  wasi  brought  down  it 
did  aot.pleafe  either  party  j  the  biflaops  thought 
it  contained  too  much,  and  th?  presbyteriau^ 
thought  it  contained  too  little.  A  cry  was  raif- 
ed  by  the  covenanters,  that  it  was  full  of  Erafir 
tainifm;  that  i;he  King  fubftituted  his  fupremar 
cy  inftcad  of  the  intrinfic  power  of  the  chu^rch.; 

Hi  z  and* 
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ind, '  that  tb  accept  of  the  indulgence  in  the 
form  in  which  it  >xras  prefentcd,  was  to  aft  con-^ 
trary  to  the  oath  of  God  which  the  miniftcrs 
had  taken.  Many  of  the  prcsby terian  clergy 
accepted  of  the  indulgence,  and  returned  to  the 
cbtirches  which  were  empty  ;  and  had  an  allow? 
ance  of  four  hundred  pounds  Scotch  afiigned 
them  -while  they  obferved  the  terms  of  the  in- 
dulgence, which  were,  that  they  ihould  live 
peaceably  within  their  own  pariflies,  and  attend 
the  presbyteries  add  fynods  under  the  authcx'ity « 
of  the  bifeops.  ^  .     . 

The  biihop  of  Glafgow  was  highly  oflcnded 
ftt  the  indulgence,  and  iti  his  episcopal  fyno4 
found  out  the  fecret  that  it  was  contrary  to 
iawi  His  Grace  was  not  fo  ready  to  confidef 
the  breach  of  laws  when  it  wds  in  favour  of  the 
^wer  of  the  church,  but  now  he  proclaimed, 
that  the  King  had  no  power  but  whac  was 
bounded   by  law. 

In  this  fynod  of  Glafgow  an  addrefs  was 
idrawn  up,  reprefenting  the  bad  confequences 
\7hich  would  follow  the  indulgence,  In  this  pa- 
mper were  fevcral  things  which  reflected  upon 
the  King's  fupremacy,  "which  the  bifliops  had 
both  endeavoured  to  fet,  up  and  fupported  -contrary 
to  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  council  were  of- 
fended at  this  freedom  of  the  fynod,  and  order* 
cd  their  books  to  be  brought  before  the  coun<^ 
v\l,  Ifrhich  was  a  great  mortification  to  bis  Grace 
t)f  Glafgow,  who  '  loved  ,  to  be  arbitrary  ia  \U 
things. 

The 
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The  parliameot  of  Scotland  by  x  public  nft 
did  this  year  confirm  the  •  King's  fupremacy  in 
its  utmoft"  extent ;  and  determined,  that  the  King  ' 
Was  ftiprcme  over  all  perfons,  and  in  all  caufdi 
ecciefiaftical,  withiq  the  kingdom  of  Scotland^ 
andy  that  the  difpofing  of  ail  which  pertained  >  to 
the  external  government  of  the  church  beloaged 
to  his  Majefty,  4nd  his  fuccefibrs,  as  an  inhe^. 
rent  right  of  the  crown.  By  this  a£l  hisr^Ma* 
Jelly  was  ;made  abfolute  over  the  church,  by 
full  confent  of  parliament,  and  might  commatid 
whatever  he  pteafed*  This  was  a  voluntary  iUr 
very,  which  Aews  that. the  dates  of  Scotland  ai 
this  time  bad  lofl:  all  fenfe  of  the  rights  of  coa^ 
fcience^  and  the  privikges  <^  humau  nature. 
Tb«  principal  inteatton  of  tbis  a^  was  to  open 
a  door  for  the  introdudlion  of  popery,  which 
the  King  and  the  I>uke  of  York  favoured;  for 
both  were  papifts  though  they  coiiceajed  their 
(emiments  at   this. time. 

This  parliament  paffed  feveral '  a$s,  but  all  of 
them  were  arbitrary  and  pppreffive,  and  contrary 
to  rhe  known  laws  of  the  conftitution.  Toge- 
ther with  the  aft' of  fupremacy,  they  pafled  an 
ift  conceruing  the  militia,  lodging  the  power  of 
railing  it  in  the  King,  as  an ;  inherent  right  of 
the  crown— for  fecuring  theperfons  of  mioiir 
ters-*-conccrniBg  the  forfeiture  pf  perfqasin  the 
late  rebellion.  This  {ervite  padiametit  did  all 
that  the  mod  arbitrary  monarch  could  I'equir^ 
to  eftaUifh  his  tyranny  over  his  fubje^^s,  s|n4 
^xpofed  themfdves  tnd  the  whole  Aatioa  to  th^ 
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dcfpotifra  ora  prince,  who  bad  neither  virtue  nor 
humanity,  , 

1670         Though  an  indulgence  was   fent   dowa 
.    '    to  Scotland  the  genius  of  the  Englifii  par- 
liament appears  to  have  been  ftill  for  perfecution. 
An  additional  claufe  was  made  to  the  conventicle 
afl:  which  laid  the  diffenters  under  great  hardfliips; 
the   defign    thereof  was   to    reduce   them   to   the 
neceflity  of  petitioning  for  a  general  toleration  on 
jpurpofe  to  introduce,  popery.      The    amendment 
which   was  made  to    this    tyrannical  aft/  expofed 
the    non-conformifts    to    the    greatcft    difficulties ; 
and,  unlefs  thofe  laws  which  were  capital,    there 
never  was  a  more  fevere  determination  paffed  a* 
gainft  Britifh  fubjefts.     Great  numbers  were  pro- 
fecuted  upon  -this  aft,    and  many  families  reduced 
to  beggary.     Minifters    were  confined    to  prifoni 
and  expofed    to    hunger,    and    the    want    of   all 
things.     In  the  diocefe  of  Salisbury,  Bi(hop  Ward 
ruled  with  great    fevcrity ;    the    pcrfecution    waj 
hotteft   within    his   jurifdiftion.     Many    hundreds 
were  driven  from   their  bufmefs,    and   obliged  tcS 
leave  their  families  expofed  to  the    refcntment  of 
mercilefs  and  cruel  perfecutors,  who  paid  no  mora 
regard   to  the  -  diftrcffes  of  their  fellow  creatures 
than  if  they    had  not  been  of  the  fame  fpecies 
with  themfelves.  .  The  Mayor    of   London  -  exe^ 
cuted  this  law  with  great  cruelty  j    fo  that  many 
trading  people  left   the  city,    and    removed  ^  their 
families^  and  effefts   to  Holland,  till  the  King  put 
a  flop  to  it.    Informers  were  employed  to  watch 
iprivate  meetings,  and  crept  into  focieties  in  dif* 
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guife,,  and  extorted  money  frotn  miniiRcrs  and 
people;  and  when  they  were  not  able  to  pay 
the  fums  they  demanded,  they  plundered  theiir 
houfes,   and   left  them  nothing. 

Archbifliop  Sheldon  publifKed  another  circular 
letter,  dirediing  all  eccleiSaftical  judges  and  officers 
to  fearch  out  all  non-conformifts  and  holders  of 
conventicles,  and  efpecially  the  preachers,  where- 
ever  they  may  be  found,  and  dcfires  them  to 
fpare  none;  and  he  hoped  by  God's  bleffing,  and 
the  affiftance  of  the  civil  powers,  that  in  a  fe\tf 
months  there  would  be  fuch  alterations .  in  the 
diflraftions  of  the  times,  as  would  redound  to  the 
glory  of  God,  the  welfare  of  the  church,  and 
the  prajfe  of  his  Majefty's  government.  Some  of 
the  bifliops  we're  fo  zealous  as  to  appear  publicly 
and  difturb  the  meetings  of:  the  diffenters;  and 
Ward  gave  a  public  challenge  to  the  presbyterians; 
independents,  baptifts,  and  quakers,  and  appointed 
three  days  to  difpute  with  them.  On  the  firft, 
he  went  into  the  pulpit  in  the  church,  where 
was  a  large  congregation,  and  charged  the  pres- 
byterians  with  rebellion,  but  would  not  hear  their 
defences.  When  the  day  appointed  f©r  difputing 
with  the  quakers  came,  they  called  together  their 
friends,  and  when  the  bilhop  began  to  rail  at 
them,  they  returned  him  the  compliment  in  his, 
own  way,  and  followed  him  to  his  own  boufe 
with"  repeated  cries, — T:he  hireling  \flieth. 

The  behaviour  of  the  quakers,  was  ytxj  ex- 
traordinary at  this  time;  they  remained  fteady 
and  peaqcable  iqi./pite  of  all  pcrfecuiioa,    Thev 
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ftet  at  the  fatiie  place  and  hour  as  tlfual^  and 
when  the  officers  came  to  fcizc  them,  they  Would 
not  Air,   but  went  all  co  prifoa  ia  a   body,  and 
ftayed    till    they   were    difmiffcd.       They  would 
neither  petition    for    liberty,    ndr  pay  the  fines 
impofed  upon  them,    nor  fo  much    as   pay    the 
gaol  fees.      As  foon  as  they  were  fet  at  liberty 
they  went  to  their  meeting  houfe  as  before,  and 
when    the    doors    were,  (hut  up  by  order,    they 
aflembied  in  great  numbers  in  the  ftreets  before 
the  doors,    faying,    they   woald  nor  be  afhamed 
nor  afraid   to  difown  their  meeting   together    io 
a  peaceable  manner  to  worfhip  God,   but  in  imi- 
tation of  Daniel  the  Prophet,   they  would  do  it 
more  publicly  becaufe  they  were  forbidden.    By 
this    firmnefs   they    at    lafl   gained    their    point, 
«nd  vanquiihed  the  tyranny   of   the   government. 
The  writers  of  the  hiilories  of  thofc  times  have 
defcribed  the  condu6^  of  the  quakers  as  proceed- 
ing from  obftinacy  and  perverfenefs,    but  it  had  as 
much  the  appearance  of  religion  as  the  conduft 
of  the  reft  of  the  fufferers  of  thofe  times. 

Two  of  their  principal  fpeakers,  William  Pen, 
and  William  Mead,  were  tried  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley for  an  unlawful  and  tumultuous  afTembly,  held 
in  Gracc<hurch  Street/  contrary  to  the  laws, 
and  the  authority  of  the  King.  Mr  Pen  deni- 
ed that  there  was  any  tumult,  and  confefifed 
that  they  were  fo  far  from  denying  what  they 
had  done,  or  recanting,  that  they  were  ready 
IP  vindicate  the  afifembling  of  themfelres  together, 
t»  worihip  the  eternal^   holy^  jufi;  God,   bcfdrc 
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the   world,    and   believed  it   to   be   their   duty, 
and  that  all  the  powers  of  the  earth  (hould  not 
i  .be   able   to   divert  them  from    it.      It  was  faid 
.that  they    were    not    arraigned    for    worfhipping 
God,     but  for  breaking   the  law ;  .^  William  Peh 
.affirmed  that  he  had  broken  no  law,    and  chal- 
ienged  the  Recorder  to  tell  him  upon  what  law 
he   was    profecutcd.       The    Recorder    anfwcred, 
tJpon  the  common  law ;  but  could  not  tell  where 
.that  common  law  was  to  be  ^ouad.      j^en  infift-* 
ed  upon   his  producing  the  law,    but    the   court 
over-ruled  him,  and  called  him  a  troubleforae  fel- 
.low.     Pen  replied,    I  defign   no   affront,  to    the 
court,    but  if  you  deny  to  acquaint  me  with  the 
Jaw  you  fay  I  have  broken,    you  dcBy  me  the 
^right    which    is    due    to  every    Englidiman,  '  and 
evidence  to  the  world  that  your  defigns'  are  ar- 
Jbitrary.    Upon    this    he    was  carried    away  from 
•the  bar  to  the  Bail-dock.    When    he  was  going 
:out,   he  faid  to  the  juty,    I^  ihefe  fundamental 
laws  which  relate  to  liberty   and   property,   mufl 
not  be  indifpenfably  maintained,   who  can  fay  he 
has    a  right   to    the   coat  upon  his  back?    Cer- 
tainly then  our  liberties    are  to  be   openly    in- 
,vaded^  our  wives  to  be  ravifhed,  odr  children  en- 
.flaved,  and  our  eflates  led  away  in  triumph   by 
^  every  flurdy   beggar,    and.  malicious  informer,  as 
trophies^ 

William  Mead  was  left  alone  at  the  bar,    and 

m 

addreffed  himfelf  to  the  jury,  faying,  I   am    ac- 
cufed  of  meeting  by  force  of  arms  iii  a  tumul- 
tuous manner,— time  was  'when  I  had  freedom  to 
,     VoliUL  Kkfc'        -   '  ufc 
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life  carnal  weapons,  and  then  I  feared  no  dan; 
but  now  I  fear  the  living  God,  and  dare  not 
make  ufe  thereof  to  hurt  any  man.  I  am  a 
peaceable  man,  and  therefore  demand  to  ktiow 
upon  what  law  my  indidment  is  founded ;  if  the 
Recorder  will  not  tell  what  makes  a  riot,  Coke 
will  tell  him,  that  it  is  when  three'  or  more  are 
aflembled  to  beat  a  man,  or  to  enter  forcibly  in* 
to  another  man's  lands,  to  cut  his  grafs,  or  wood, 
or  break  down  his  pales.  Upon  this  the  Re- 
corder lofl  all  patience,  pulled  off  his  har,  and 
faid,  I  thank  you.  Sir,  for  .telling  me  what  the 
law  is.  Mead  replied.  Thou  mayeft  put  on  thy 
hat,  I  have  no  fee  for  thee  now.  Starling,  thfe 
Mayor,  told  him,  he  deferved  t6  have  his  tongue 
cut  out,  and  ordered  him  alfo  to  be  carried  tb 
*xhe  Bail-dock. 

When  the  prifoners  were  gone,  the  Recorder 
gave  the  jury  their  charge  upon  whfch  Pen  ffodiJ 
up,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  faid,  I  appeal  to  the 
jury,  and  this  great  affembly,  whether  it  be  not 
contrary  to  the .  undoubted  right  of  every  Englifh* 
man  to  give  the  jury  their  charge  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  prifoners.  The  Recorder  anfwercd 
with  a  fneer,  You  do  hear,  do  you  not?  Pen 
anfwered.  No  thanks  to  the  court ;  I  have  ten 
or  twelve  material  points  to  offer  in  order  to 
invalidate  the  indi^ment,  but  I  am  not  heard. 
The  Recorder  faid.  Pull  him  down,  pull  the  feU 
low  down.  Mead  replied,  Thcfe  are  barbarous 
and  unjuft  proceedings.  Then  they  were  both 
put  into  the  hole* 

After 
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After  the  jury  had  been  withdrawn  an  hour 
and  an  half,  the  prifpners  were  called  to  the  bar, 
to  hear  their'  verdift ;  but  they  were  not  agreed. 
They  withdrew  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to 
bring  them  in  guilty  of  {peaking  in  Grace- 
church-ftreet,  which  the  court  would  qot  accept 
of:  but  told  them,  they  fhould  be  locked  up, 
without  meat,  drink,  fire,  or  tobacco  ;  nay,  that 
they  would  ftarve  them-  if  they  did  not  bring  in  % 
proper  verdift.  William. Pen  being  at  the  bar,  faid^ 
My  jury  ought  not  to  be  threajtened.  We  were 
by  force  kept  out  of  our  meeting-hoafe,  and. met 
as  near  it  as  the  foldiers  would  give  us  leave; 
we  are  a  peaceable  people,  and  cannot  offer  vio- 
lence to  any  man.  And  looking  upon  the  jury,^ 
he  faid,  Tou  are  Engltjhrmn^  mind  your  privilege^ 
gtv0  not  away  your  right.  To  which  fome  of 
anfwered,  Nor  will  we  ever  do  it.  Upon  this 
they  were  &ut  up  all  ti^ht  without  viftuals  of 
fire,  or  fo  much  as  a  chamber-pot,  though  they 
3efired  it.  Next  morning  they  brought  in  the 
fame  verdift  ;  upon  which  they  were  threatened 
with  the  utmoft  rcfcniment/  The  Mayor  faid,  he 
would  cut  Mr  Bufliers  throat  as  foon  as  he 
could  do  it.  This ;  Bufliel  was  a  leading  man 
in  the  jury,  and  wo^W  not  bi;ing  in  the  prifoners 
guilty.  The  Recorder  faid,  he  never  knew  the 
benefit  of  an  inquifition  till  now,  and  at  the  next 
Tcfiions  of  parliament  a  law  would  be  made 
wherein  thofe  who  would  not  conform,  mould  not 
have  the  benefit  of  tfie  law.  The  jury  were 
*  again  made  to  withdraw,  and. were  kept  without 
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meat  and  drink  till  next  morning,  when  they 
brought, in  the  prifoners  not  guilty;  for  which 
they  were  fined  forty  marks  each,  and  to  be 
imprifoned  till  paid.  The  Quakers  were  remand- 
ed back  to  prifoQ  for  their  fines,  in  not  pal* 
ling  off  their  hats.  The  jury,  after  fpme  timC;^ 
were  difcharged  by  habeas  corpus  returnable  in 
the  common  pleas,  where  their  commitment  was 
found  illegal.  I  have  "given  this  trial  at  largey 
becaufe  it  was  one  pf  the  nobleft  (lands  for  lir 
berty  that  was,  made  in  all  thofe  times  of  per- 
iecution,  and  upbn  the  moft  confident  prmciples. 
All  the  other  parties  who  were  perfecuted,  had 
in  their  feveral  turns  perfecuted  one  another, 
and  held  fomething  intolerant  in  their  principles; 
but  the  quakers  required  no  more  than  the  li- 
berty of  living,  peaceably,  without  prefcribing  ta 
others  what  profeilion  .of  religion  they  ihould 
obferve. 

\  After  the  indulgence  was  granted  in  Scotland, 
the  perfecution  againft  thofe  who  frequented  con* 
Teniiclcis  became  mpre  violent.  It  was  accounted 
a  difrefpeft  offered  to  th'e  King's  clemency  not  to 
accept  of  the  indulgence  in  the  manner  it  was 
offered.  The  ideas  ^  which  many  of  the  clergy 
and  people  in  thofe  times  had  of  the  divinity  6i 
presbytery  in  the  manner  it  had  been,  fettled 
formerly,  and  the  zeal  they  had  for  the  covenants, 
led  them  to  confider  all  methods  of  church  dif* 
cipline  and  forn)s  of  government  which  were  not 
agreeable  thereto  as  exceedingly  finful;  for  this 
reafon  rhey  would  not  join  with  any  who  did  not 
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conform  in  all  things  to  the    firft  pure  fi:andar4 
of  presbytery.     They  accounted   thofe   who   ac- 
cepted the  indulgence  as  betriyers   of   the   caufc  . 
of  reformation^   and.  enemies    to.  the    Almighty, 
and  had  much  the  fame  opinion    of   them    tha^ 
they* had  of   the    curates.     This  provoked   their 
zeal,  and  made  t]iem  take  all  opportunities  to  in- 
ftruft  the  people  in    the    principles   which   they 
had  receivef}^    and  to  warn  them  againfl;  the  in- 
dulged as  wpU  as  thofe  of  the   epifcopal  perfua- 
fion.    As  they  had  no  opportunity  to  meet  in  the 
churches^  they  aiTembled   privately    in   the  6ejds, 
or  in  private  houfes,   to  preach  and  to  hear  the 
word.   .Thefe    affemblies    were   eye-fores    to    the 
bilhops,  and  theif  principal  force  Was  bent.againft 
them.     Three  or  four  wljich  were  held  this..year 
jn  different  places,  made  great    nbife;    the.  ;nini- 
fters  were  filled  pd  imprifoned,    and  the  pribei- 
pal  of  .the  hearers  w0re  amerced  in   great  fums. 
The  Scotch  parliainent  fat  down  on  the  twenty? 
eighth  of  July,  and   paffed  fome  fanguinary ,  laws. 
— That    all    perfons   were    to   fwcar    what   they 
knew  againft  the  covenanters,   of  whatever   qua- 
lity or  'fexj    upon  pain  of  fining,    imprifonment, 
and  banjfliment.— That  no  minifter,  deprived,  by 
the  bifhops,    prefume  *to  preach,  or  expound  the 
fcriptures,    under   the   aforefaid   pains. — That    all 
perfons  attend  the  miniftry  of^  the  minifters  within 
their  refpeftive  parifties,  under  the  penalties,  menr 
tioned   in' the  aft  of  forfeiture.     Upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  thofe  afts  many  fuffered,  and  the  whole. 

nation  was  under  the  greateft  difirefs. 

When 
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When  the  bifhops  found  that  perfecutjioii  die} 
not  prevail,  they  tried  another  method,  which 
had  a  greater  appearance  of  fucceeding,  but  had 
as  little  cffeft.  They  fent  fome  of  the  rooft 
popular  of  their  divines  to  the  weft  country  to 
preach  in  the  churches,  on  purpofe  to  darken 
the  .prcsbyterian  minifters ;  but  the  people  would 
not  hear  them :  they  confidered  them  as  a  fort 
of  hirelings,  who  though  they  excelled  the  reft. 
Were  under  the  government  of  the  fame  princi- 
ples. ,  The  people -in  contempt  called  them  the 
bilhops*  evangelifts.  Thefe  divines  returned  with- 
out making  many  profelytes,  complaining  loudly  of 
the  peeviftinefs  and  obftinacy  of  the  people. 

Biftiop  Leighton  propofed  an  accommodation  to 
fome  presbyterian  minifters,  with  an  intention  to 
bring  them  oyer  to  a  moderate  epifcopacy,  but 
they  rejefted  the  propofal.  There  were  a  few 
Who  aflembled  at  Glafgow,  where  the  points 
were  difputed,  but  they  came  to  no  conclufion; 
the "  blfhops  reckoned  the  presbyterian  minifters 
obftinate  and  refraftory,  and  the  presby terians  ac- 
counted them  imperious  and  arbitrary.  It  was 
natdral  to  fuppofe  that  the  biftiops,  who  were  in 
poffeiEon  of  authority,  would  not  be  ready  to 
fubmit  to  meti  whom  they  had  in  their  power ; 
the  presby  terians  therefore  laboured  under  great 
difadvantages  in  this  difpuce,  as  not  being  in  an 
equal  iituation  with  their  antagonifts.  During 
the  remaining  part  of  this  year  the  perfecution 
againft  the  presbytprians  in  Scotland  was  carried 
on  with  great'  violence  j  the  council  whenever 
•  *  they 
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they  heard  of  a  convenricle  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  ufcd  all  their  endeavours  to  fuppreft 
them,  and  either  forced  the  parties  concerned  to 
forfake  their  country,  or  clapt  them  up  in  gaol 
to  pine  away  in  hunger  and  diftrefs. 
.  Upon  the  declaration  of  the  indulgence 

the  diiTenters  in  England  began  to.  exert 
themfelves  ^gainft  popery,  which  they  faw  jwas 
'  making  wide  flrides  upon  them ;  they  fet  up  a 
new  Icfture  in  Pinner's  Hall,  in  Broad-ftreet,  Lon*- 
don,  which  was  fupported  by  voluiitary  contci>- 
butions  given  by  tradefmen  in  che  city;  four 
presbyterians  were  joined  with  two  independents 
in  their  turns;  and  to  give  it  the  greater  lancr 
tion,  the  chief  minifters  who.  were  moft  eflceo 
cd  for  learning  and  popularity  were  cmploye4« 
Among  thofe  were  the  Dddors  Bates,  -  MantoO| 
and  Owen,  and  Meffrs  Baxter,  Collms„  Jenkins,  . 
and  Mead.  They  continue^  for  fome  iin>e,  bw 
ac  lafl  divided  upon  fome  points  of  doSriiie.:  thp 
presbyterians  removed  to  Salterns  Hall,  and  the 
independents  remained  at  Pinner's  Hall,  i  This 
year  died  bifliop  Wiikins,  Mr  Jofeph  Caryl,  and  V 
Philip  Nye;  they  were  men  remarkable  in  their 
timjfc ;  the  firft  was  a  good  mathematician  and 
phdofopher,  the  two  latter  very  eminent,  divines, 
^r  Caryl  is  Well  known  for  his  large  Commci^- 
tary  on  the  book  of  Job,  which  was  in  high 
reputation  for  many  years^  an(}  is  much  efteeni- 
ed  by  fome  people  till   this  day. 

la  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  the  council  weot 

on  fining  and  imprifoning  the  covenanters*    T'he 
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;  iurns  which  were  le?ied  on  pc9ple  of  all  ranks 
are  incredible;  the  names  of;  the  perfpos,  and 
ihe  various  fums  they  paid,  would  make  a  vo« 
lume  by.  themfelves>  and  w;ould  not  be  (o  much 
a  hiftory  of  the  church,  as  an  account  of  fums  of 
money  !  and   the  •  names  of  men; 

A  fecond  indulgence  was.  granted  this  yeaf, 
and  a  toleration  was.expeded^  but.  it  was  not 
like  to  give  fatisfaiflion  unlefs  the  papifls  were 
excluded ;  rather  than  petition  for  liberty  c^ 
confcience  when  the  Roman  catholics  were  to 
have  a  (hare  of  it,  the  covenanters  were  difpofed 
to  fuflfer  the  mdft  fcvtre  hardftiipy.  This  was 
•a  flrange  fort  of  iiumour,  and  cannot  be  account- 
ed for  upon  any  principle  bf  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion. Some  attempts  were  made  to  have  the  in- 
.dulgence  rendered  more  eJc,tenfive>  but  they  pro- 
ved vam;  for  the  pre^yteHans  could  not  agree 
amopg  themfclves,  .which  made  thofe  in  power 
pay  rlefs  regard  to  them.  The  rules  of  the  in- 
dulged .  minifters  were  rather  ftraitiened  than  en- 
larged by  thofe  applications;  and  fuch  reftri^lions 
Were  laid  upon  them,  chat  they  could  not  do 
their  duty  if  they  obferved  them. 

Some  minifters  aflembled  .  at  Edinburgh,  and 
drew  up  a  paper  of  grievances  with  refpeft  to 
the  indulgence;  It  confided  of  nine  headSj  fig*- 
:nifying  what  particular  things  they  were  dii^ 
-pleafed  with,  and  how  far  they  could  comply  ; 
and  in  conclufion  they  crave  for  the  removal  of 
the  penal  ftatutes.  There  was  little  regard  paid 
to  their  remonftrancc ;    the  court  and  the  bifhops 

were 
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.were  not .  in  fnch  a  temper  a?  to  remove  burdens 
when  they  knew  they  lay'  heavy  upon  the  cove- 
/lanters. .  They  had  more  pleafure  in  fafteping 
the  yoke  upon  their  neck,  than  in  letting  them 
free  from  bondage. 

This  year  there  happened    a   diflention      ^  ; 
among  his  Majefty's  minifters,  which  turned        .  •^.* 
out  happily  for   the  non-confoirmifts.     Lord  Clif- 
ford,. Shspftesbury,   Buckingham,  anc}  the  Earl  of 
Arlington   differed    among    themfelves,   and  Shaf- 
tesbury joined  his  intereft  with  the  popular  party. 
Thefe  minifters,  .  when    they    mutually  joined    in 
the   court    intereft,    were  called  the  cabal,  Jrom 
the  firft  letters  of  their  names,  which  has  afford- 
ed  feveral  puns  to   the  writers  of  hiftory.     It  is 
affirmed    that    they    had    a    fcheme   concerted   to 
make  the   King   independent    of    the    parJiamenr, 
and   lo  render  him  abfolure;    but  that   Shaftesbu- 
ry   finding   the    King    unftcady   in    his    purpofes, 
deferted   the  miniftry,    and  joined   with  the   par- 
liament againft  him  out  of  revenge.     It  is    more 
probable,    confidering   Lord  Shaftesbury-S  ideas   of  , 
liberty,   which  he   has  publiftied    in    his    writings 
to   the  world,    that   he  deferted   the  miniftry  out 
of  •  principle,    when  he  faw  how  far  they  meant 
to  carry    their    fcheme;    and    that*  he    continued 
with  them   to  carry  on    the   farce   till   he  found 
a    proper    opportunity    to    fave    his    country,    by  , 
ruining  aU   their  fcheraes  at  once.      Be    this    as 
it  will,    the  fcbemes   of  the    court  were  entirely 
difconcerted    by    Shaftesbury^s  defertion,    and  the 
Roman  Catholics  were  excluded  from  all  places  of 
VpI.IIL  •  Lll  truft 
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truft  by  the  teft  law-  This  militated  as  much 
againfl:  the  diiTenters  as  it  did  againft  the  papifts, 
and  yet  the  diflenters  in  the  hbufe  of  commons 
were  among  the  firft  who  prepofcd  it,  for  fear 
of  popery.  '  Their  fears  were  not,  without  foun- 
datioDy  but  it  was  mean  to  give  up  their  Uber^ 
ties  into  the  hands  of  men  who  were  perfecu- 
ting  them;  and  frofti  whom  they  had  no  hopes 
but  they  would  fenrc  them  in'  the  fame  way  as 
th^y  did  the  papifls/  By  this  mean  concci&on 
they  were  giving  up  the  right  which  they  h^d 
as  fubjeAs  of  having  a  vote  in  the  legiflature^ 
ind  fecluded  themfelves  from  alt  (hare  in  the  go- 
vernment of  their  country.  They  have  had  oc- 
cafion  to  underftaud  iince  this  time,  that  it  was 
never  intended  that  they  fliould  have  any  power 
without  firft  giving  up  their  principles,  and  be- 
coming churchmen. 

The  ideas  which  the  diflfenters  bad  of  liberty^ 
and  the  proteftant  intereft^  are  manifeft  from  al- 
derman Love's  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  commonsj 
he  declared,  that  he  had  rather  go  withotit  his 
own  defired  liberty,  than  have  it  in  a  way  de^ 
Jlrti£live  of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  the 
proteftant  intereft\  and  that  this  was  the  fenji 
of  the  whole  body  of  dijfenters.  There  are  two 
things  in  this  declaration  which  fliew  that  the 
non-conformifts  of  thofe  times  were  not  true 
proteftants,  nor  friends  to  civil  liberty.  They 
appear  to  have  had  no  true  notions  of  national  Ji* 
berty,  when,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  power  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  who  were  deftroying  it,  they 

were 


(    4Si    ) 

vere  ready  to  drop  all  opppfitioo^  and  give  ufi 
their  owa  jaft  privities  into  the  hands  of  naei^ 
wliip  were  enemies  to  all  liberty.  They  feem 
to  hare,  had  no  idea  of  the  proceftant  caufei 
V(rhea  they  foppofed  their  prefent  oppreflbrs  to  b^ 
proteftants ;  and  for  the  fakis  of  fecuring  a  falfd 
form  of  godlinefs  in  the  chwch  of  England, 
joined  with  her  to  oppofe  popery.  They  coulc^ 
not  well  have  been  worfe  th^  (hey  were  under 
any  eftablifhrnent  whacfoever.  To  fuppofe  a 
church  which  perfecute^  men  for  confcience  fake; 
either  a  chriiiian  or  a  proteftant  church,  is  tQ 
give  up  at  once  the  true  idea  of  chriftianicy* 
The  diflenters  at  this  time,  though  they  ftartled 
a  little  8(t  the  ceremonies  of  popery  continued 
ia  the  chqrph  of  England,  had  yet  ilrangQ 
i;iQtions  of  the  kingdom  of  chrift;  they  had 
no  yud  views  of  to)erado|i,  but  Wanted  rather  to 
have  an  eftablifhmeqt  according  to  their  own 
minds,  than  ^he  free  pccrcifc  of  religion  with-^ 
put  legal  emolviments. 

The  diflenterft  by  giving  up  their  own  juft  righta. 
obtained  a  little  temporary  eafe ;  a  bill  was  brought 
in  for  cafe  to  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  being  pro- 
teftant  diffenters,  which  waS  fo  clogged  with  con- 
ditions that  it  was  next  to^  nieannefs  to  accept  of. 
it.  Th^y  were  obliged  to  fubfcribe  the  articles 
of  the  church,  and  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy, 
which  was  an  ajckivowledgmcnt  that  their  diffent 
was  not  altogether  well  founded,  and  that  their 
5(mfcien?cs  only  fcrupled  at  fome  things  of  the 
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inpft  indifferent  kind.    This  bill  was  however  ne^ 

ver  perfefted. 

The  reft  aft  paffed  this  year,  and  with  the 
confent  of  thcvdiffcnters  in  parliament;  they  "were 
willing  to  give  up  all  their  natural  rights  as  fub- 
jefts  for  fear  of  what  might  never  have  happen- 
ed, had  they  been  ftcdfaft  in  fupporting  their 
liberties:  they  dreaded  popery,  and  through  fear 
thereof  gave  a  compliment  of  their  civil  rights 
to  the  parliament  without  oppolition,  which  they 
have  never  to  this  day  recovered,  and  none  can 
tell  if  ever  they  will.  They  fuffered  themfelvcs 
to  be  excluded  from  all'  offices  .of  government, 
and  from  being  members  of  parliament,  unlefs 
they  (hall  firft'  deny  their  profeffion,  and  take 
the  facramcnt  of  the  church  of  England.  By 
this  law  no  diffenter  can  ferve  his  fovereign  or 
his  country,  without  firft  doing  what  his  con- 
fcience  remonftrates  againft,  and  what  his  pro- 
fcflion  declares  to  be  finful.  This  law  was  chief- 
ly intended  againft  the  papifts,  but  has  ever  fmcc 
been  applied  to  the  diffentcrs  as  well  as  to  them. 
It  has  been  a  ftumbling  block  to  many,  and 
made  them  contradift  their  profeffion  for  certain- 
perilhing  emoluments,  which  have  been  very  un- 
ccrtaip.  This  was  the  laft  penal  law  which  was 
made  againft  the  diffentcrs  in  this  reign,  and  no 
more  could  have  been  done  to  them  unlefs  they 
had  taken  their  lives,  •  or  banifhcd  them  from 
their  country. 

The  numbers  who  bad  accepted  the  indulgence 
in  Scotland  did  not   cfcapc  perfecution;    the  ar- 
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tides  were  not  cafily  obferved,  and  every  tranf* 
greifioQ  was  feverely  puniihed.  Some  of  them 
had  neglefted  to  obfcrve  the  twenty-ninth  of  May^  ' 
and  were  fined  the  one-half  of  thdr  .ftipendt 
for  difobedience.  As  for  the  reft  they  found 
no  mercy ;  they  were  fined,  imprifoned,  and  bair 
niihed,  according  as  their  judges  thought  proper ; 
and  fuch  numbers  were  perfecuted  on  account  of 
religion,  that  even  their  perfccutors  wercwea* 
ried  with  puniihing  them. 

All  gentlemen  of  any  fortune  were  plundered 
and  ruined:  in  the  county  of  Renfrew  the  fines 
amounted  to  thirty  choufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-^' 
nine  pounds,    which  was    a  large  fum    in  thofe'  / 

days,   and  in   that  part  of  the  country. 

The  fevcrity  towards  the  indulged  niinifters 
made  .many  of  them  repent  of  their  having  ac- 
cepted the  indulgence  under  fuch  reftridions; 
eight  of  the  eje£le4  minifters  afiembled,  ambng^ 
whom  was  Mr  Burnet,  of  Kilbride,  near  Glafgow^ 
and  drew  up  their  reafons  for  not  comply^o^ 
with  the  terms  of  the  indulgence,  and  fent  them 
to  the  council.  Some  of  the  mrnifters  appeared- 
in  perfon,  when  they  were  upbraided,  acciifed 
unjuftly,  and  laughed  at.  Their  paper  was  never 
read;  fo  the  council,  who  fcldom  heard  men  of 
their  charaftcr  fpeak,  never  had  it  in  their  power 
to  judge  of  their  defence.  The  minifters  wha 
joined  in  this  paper  were  Mcffrs  Hugh  Smkh, 
John  Burner,  Robert  Fleming,  John.  Blackadder^* 
David  Hume,  Alexander  JampfoD;  George  Camp<^ 
beU^  and  Daniel  €argil..  - 

;    •    The  I 
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.  The  presbftefiaro  in  Scotland  vkre  now  of 
two  hm^  the  one  adhered  tp  the  covenantst 
and  all .  the  reformation  Which  ^  had  been  made  ifl( 
tHe  form. of  presbytery. fincethp  reign  of  Jame$ 
the  Sixth,  of  Scotland.  This  party  maintained 
the  right  6f  church  courts  to  determine  all  reti^ 
gious  aifiairs  independent  of  the  civil  powers^  and 
sqcounted  it  Eraltinifm  to  admit  any  ciyll  autho-^ 
rity  in  religious  matters ;  this  authority  of  churchr 
courts  they  called  the  intriniic  power  of  the  churchy 
which  was.  ffxcn  to  her  by  Jefus  Chrift  her 
bead*  All  cafes  of  confcience^  and  matters  of  dif-- 
cipline  wei>s  to,  be  finally  determined  by  fbme  or 
other  of  thofe  courts,  and  the  people  were  to 
lubmit  to  their  determination.  Thefe  judicatories^ 
were  compofed  of  the  miinifters  of  pariihes,  and 
to  .many  lay  elders,  -who  were  chofen  by  the 
Deople,  and  were  fnppofed  their  judges^  in  ail 
matters  of  rdigbn.  When  this  p^rty  were  in  the 
flill  exercife  of  their  power,  the  higheft  perfon 
in .  (he.  nation  was  made  fubJeA  to  their  jurifdiQ'- 
tibp{  and  ki  >cafe  of  contumacy^  or  refufing  to 
fubmit^  were  fure  to  be  excommunicated.  When 
thia  happened,  the  culprit  wa&  excluded  from  all 
benefit  of  pleading  his  ci^il  privileges  in  courtS: 
of  law,  and  wa&  in  the  fame  fituation  with  thofe 
whp  are  excommunicated  by  the  fpi ritual  courtii 
in  England*     . 

The  other  party  maintained  the  fubftanrial  part 
of  presbytery,  but  conformed  to  the  times,  and 
i)egle£|ed  many  things  which  the  others  held  £i* 
cr^    They  ailexnbled  by  order  of  the  bifiiopsj^; 

and 
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%tid  fet  in  presbytery  by  vir«:Ue.  of  their  axiiho 
ricy;  and  as  the  btfhops  had  a  negative  ov^r 
them  in  all  their  proceedings,  they  gave  up  what 
the  others  called  the  intriniic  power  of  the  church; 
They  were  in  general  as  much  abhorred  by  the 
flri^  covenanting  presbyterians  as  the  bifhops  .an^ 
curates  themfelves,  and  were  confidered  as  the 
betrayers  of  the  caufe'  of  Chrift,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  church  of  Scotland. ' 
'  The  indulgence  in  England  was  this  . 
year  revoked ;  ^  the  court  and  the  bilhops  ■  ^ 
proceeded  to  the  greateft  Extremities  with  the 
non-conformifts ;  for 'the  papjils  being  excluded 
frota  all  places  of  preferment  by  the  teft  aft, 
the  court  paid  no  regard  to*  proteftant  ^iffentcrs. 
The  eftates  of  perfons  of  the  beft  rank  in  that 
perfuafion  in  every  county  was  '  fehtd,  and  ^j^ 
plied  as  the  miniftry  and'  the  biftiops,  thought 
proper.  The  high  church  efergy  proclaimed  a- 
gainft  the  non-conformifts  from  the*  pulpits,  and 
painted  them  forth  as  not  worthy-  to  live  under 
any  government;  and  the  King*  hfmfelf  ifi^ed  a 
proclamation  for  putting  the  penal  laws  in  exe- 
cution. Upon  this  many  were  apprehended;  Uqed, 
and  imprifoned,  according  to  the.plcafure  of  the 
clergy,   and  the  refpcftive  judges. 

The  comjnons  were  now  very  %^lotis  againft 
popery,  9nd  began  to  eonfidor  the  dfffi^ntcr^  ^ 
neceffary  aififtaqts  in  thi?  oppofitign:  this  ;nadc 
tTie  King  (by  of  meeting  the  parlianjent,  being 
perfuaded  what  would  be  their  firil;  req^ufcfl:  at 
^cir  meeting.     When  they  afFembledi   they  ad- 

drefled 


drcfled  his    Majefty   to    baDilh   all    papids   wha 
Mrere .  not    houfekeepers,    or    menial    fervants   to 
Peers,    ten  miles  from   London ;    and   to   appoint 
a«  faft  for    the ,  calamities  of  the  nation.    Charles 
in  return  iffued  an  order  for  the  fuppreffing  of 
conventicles,    and  for  recalling  at!  licences  which 
had  been  formerly    granted.      Thus    the    parlia- 
ment «nd  the   King  feemed  to  contradi£l  one  a- 
nother^s  defigns,  and  nothing  was  likely  to  follow 
(       except  contention  and  confufion.      Mr  John  Mil- 
ton died  this  year,   a  man  famous  for  his. learn- 
jng  through  all  Europe;    he  was  Latin  fecre'tary 
to  the  long  parliament,   and.  wrote  in  defence  of 
taking  off  the  head  of  Charles  the  Firft,  againft 
Salma&us  and  others.    He  was  made  fecretary  to 
Oliver    CromweL    and    became    blind    with  hard 
^udy:    his  poem  on  Paradife  Loft  will  perpetu- 
ate his  memory  to  the  lateil  ages.    He  had  many 
enemies  who  attacked  him  in  his  life-time,,  but 
he  was  more  than  match  for  them  all.  His  de^ 
fence  of  the    people    of   England  is    a   maftcrly 
perform^nije ;  and. which  was  never 'anfwcred  with 
any  fuccefs.  •  His  argument  for  a '  commonwealth 
have  often  been  cavalled  at,  but   none  have  for- 
mally undertaken  to  confute  them.     He  died   in 
peace,    notwithftanding    all    the   influence    of  his 
enemies  in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 

Though  popjsry  was  advancing  faft,  and 
l^lS'  the  nation'  was  in  danger  of  being  en- 
Haved  with  a  Roman  yoke,  yet  the  bifliops  con* 
tinned  with  unrelenting  rigour  to  perfecute  the 
non-conformiib.    Sheklon  wrote  circular  letters  to 

^  all 
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all  bis  bifliops  and  clergy  to  carry  on  the  peN 
fecution  with  all  the  *  vigour  they  could,  which 
fome  of  them  were  very  diligent  in  obeying' 
"Thefe  violent  proceedings  gave  much  concern  to 
all  moderate,  fober-thinking  perfons,  and  made 
them  defire  that  fome  meafures  might  be  taken, 
to  Hop  ihcra. 

The  court  were  equally  zealous .  to  promote 
arbitrary  power:  The  Houfe  of  Lords  paffed  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  dangers  which  might  arife  from 
perfons  difafFcfiled  to  the  government.  By  this 
bill,  all  perfons  who  enjoyed  pofts,  ccclefiaftical, 
civil,  or  military,  all  that  voted  in  cle<5Uons  for 
parliament  men,  all  privy  counfellors,  and  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  were  to  take  the  following 
'  oath  under  a  penalty :  I  A.  B.  do  declare,  T'hat 
it  is  not  lawfuly  upon  any  pretence  wbatfoever^  ta 
take  up  arms  tJgain/l  the  King;  and  I  do  abhor 
that  traitorous  po/itipn  of  taking  armi  by  his  au^^ 
thority  againfl  his  per/on^  or  againjl  thofe  that 
are  commijftoned  by  him,  ydnd  I  do  fwear,  that 
I  will  not  at  any  time  endeavour  the  alteration  of 
the  government  in  church  or  Jtate. — So  help  me 
God. 

The  intention  of  this  bill  was  to  enable  the 
miniftry  to  carry  on  the  fcheme  which  they  had 
of  introducing  popery,  without  fear  of  oppofition 
from  the  parliament.  This,  bill  was  a  prodi- 
gious encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  mankind, 
and  the  oath  was  cnfnaring  to  the  lafl:  degree. 
Not  only  all  the  fubjeas,.but  the  parliament  were 
afFefted  by  this  dreadful  oath;  it  took  away  that 

Vol.  III.  M  m  m  privilege 


V 


(458) 

privilege  of  voting  freely,  without  any,  previoas 
oLligation  which  belongs  to  members  of  parlia* 
ment  *  In  a  word,  every  man  who  fwbre  this 
oath,  engaged  to  fuSer  himfelf  to  be  killed  when 
either  the  King  or  his  fervants  had  a  mind. 
This  bill  did  not  pafs  at  this  time,  though  the 
oath  had'  b^en  impofed  upon  the  dijOfenters  long 
before. 

The  t)uke  bF  Buckingham  made  a  fpeech  in 
t)ar]iameRt  for  a  toleration  for  all  proteftant  dif- 
fentcrs,  which  greatly  Alarmed  .  the  high  churcK 
men,  and  the  coulrtiers.  The  danger  of,  the 
church  was  echoed  from  both  pulpit  and  prcfs, 
zviA  forty-one  was  become  the  cant  phrafe.  The 
natiQu  ^as  filled  with  pamphlets  in  defence  of 
the  church,  and  Sii^  Roger  L'Eftrange  was  made 
licencer  of  the  prefs,  fo  that  no  defences  of  thp 
diffcnters,  could  be  publifiied  without  coming 
through  his  hands,  who  was  their  mortal  enemy* 
Sir  Roger  was  ialfo  hired  by  the  court  to  abufe 
the  diflehtcrs,  and  to  write  in  defence  of  popery; 
which  he  did  without  any  regard  to  truth  or 
honefty.  He  was  always  ready  to  write  for  thofe 
who  paid  him  beil. 
^-  The    praftice   of    informing    was   now 

greatly  in  ufe:  informers  vsrere  now  he- 
come  the  terror  of  the  nation,  and  its  reproach. 
They  endeavoured  to  inlinuate  themfelves  into 
an  acquaintance  with  fervants  or  lodgers  in  the 
families  of  non*conformiAs, .  Under  the  cloak  of 
religion,  in  order  to  find  out  the  place  of  their 
meeting.    They  walked  the  flreets  on  the  Lord's 

day. 
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day,    to    pbfcrve    which    way    fufpcflcd    perfons;. 
weat ;  they  met  in  coflfee-houfes,  to  liftcn  to  conr 
yerfatioa ; .  they   could    turn    thcmfclycs    into   ^IJ 
fliapes,  or  fpeak  any  ftile  to  anfwer    their  ends 
and  purprfcs.    When  they,  difcorered  a  conventi- 
cle,  they  immediately  got  a  warrant  from  feme 
who  were  csM^d  confiding  juftices,  tq  break  open 
the  houfe.      Whatever  the  mjniftcr  was  engagedl . 
in,    whether  praying  pr  preaching,    they  orderccj. 
him^  in  the  king's  name,   to  come   down    from 
the  pulpit;   and  ijF  he  did  not  immediately  obey,,^ 
a  file  of  mufqucteers  .was  ufually  ordere<J.  to  pujl. 
him    dowp    by    force,    and    to    take    him    into 
cuftody.    The  gre^teft  part  of  all   tRfs  tribe   of 
ioformers  died  in  beggary,  npifpry  and  reproach,  ., 

In  the  years    one  thouland    fix    hundred    an^v 
feventy-five  and  pne.  thoufand  fix    hundred    and 
feveniy-fix  the  perfecution    continued   in  Scoilag4.- 
with   much   the    fame  rigour    as   before;    fining^ 
and /ixnprifoning   ipinifters  and   people  were   fre- 
quent  every  day.      Perfons    of    all    ranks,  wer^^ 
brought  to  trouble   for  religion.      Lady  Cardrofs^^ 
•Was  aflaulted    in  her  own   houfe  by  Sir^  Mungo, 
^lurray,  Walter  Stuart,   and  others,  and   though 
fl^e  was  big  with  child,  they  made  her  get   out 
of  her  bed  in  the  night  time,   broke  open  Lord 
Cardrofs's   clofet  where  his    papers  lay,  and   ha«^ 
Ting  feized   upon  Mr  King  his  chaplain,    and  Mr 
I^angland,    tutor    to    his    brother,    carried    them^ 
both    away  withoujt  the    leaft  form   of   law,    or 
the  fmalleft  accu^tion.  ^ 

Mr  King,  his  Lordfhip's  chaplaio;  being  greatly 

Hmisi  z  .  be- 
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bcloTcd  by  ihe  country  people,  a  number  of 
them  rofe,  and  refcued  him  out  of  the  hands 
of  his  enemies;  this  was  matter  of  accufatioa 
againit  his  Lordibipi  though  he  was  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  till  the 
news  were  brought  him.  The  tidmgS  .of  this 
rcfcue  were,  carried  to .  court,  and.  magnified  into 
rcbelKon;  and  difaffe£tiou  to  his  Majefty's  go- 
vernment; and  Lord  Cardrofs  inftead  of  haying 
rcdrefs  for  the  outrage  committed  againft  his . 
lady  and,  chaplain,  was  fevercly  profccuted  for 
complaining  of  the.  injury.  To  fupprefs  conven- 
ticles, the  council  appointed  garrifons  in  parti- 
cijlar  houfes^  in  different  counties,  ^ Which  greatly 

,  oppreffed  the  country,  and  enflaved  the  people, 
Xhis  was  confidered  by  thofe  who  had.  i4cas  of 
liberty, '  to  be  fucH  an  infringement  upoh  the  lAws 
of  the  nation,,  and  the  natural  rights  of  the  fub- 
jdft,  that  they  refufed  to  contribute  to  (uppoh  an 
Jiiftitutiori  altogether,  inconfiftent  with  ^  the  laws 
and  liberties  of  their  country.  Sir  Patrick  Hume,, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Marchmont,  jefufed  to  cpp- 
tribute  to  this,  defign,  and  was  committed  to 
prifon.  Sir  Patrick,  when  fentence  was  paffed 
againft  him,  %^yt  in  a  bill,  of  fufpenfion  to  Lord 

'  Coilington,  and  took  inftuments  upoa  his  r^fufal 
of  it;  this  was  confidered  as  an  high  affront  to 
government,  and  not  readily  to  be  forgiven. 

The  more  that'  the  presbyterians  were    perfe- 

euted  the  more  they  multiplied   and    grdw,    and  ' 

all    that    the    garrifons    could  do  they   Were  not 

able  to  prevent  their  affemblics ; ,  foe  they  were 

^  <  -        '    ^    '  ;    ■      •  •-    heithdr 
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neither  afraid  nor  afliame4  ^^  fuflFcrfor  thajr  re- 
ligion.     In  feveral  .places  the,  communion  of  the 
Lord's  fupper  was  o|>fervcd  with  great  folemnitjr, 
and   to  great  numbers  of  people; '.the    news   of 
thefc  communions  were  hell  itself  to  the*  bilh^ps^ 
they  gnaftied  their  teeth  for  pain/ and  cried  loud-. 
]j  to  the  civil  powers  to  execute  the  laws  againft 
conveoticlesi   and  ftirred  up    the    military    in   all' 
places  to.'ci^ecute  th^  fcvereft  cruelties  upoii  "the 
cbyenanters.    Mr  Jajnes  Mitchell^  who  had  beeai 
fomc  years  in  prifon,  and  having  rcfufed  to  own' 
what   he   had  confeffed  before  the  couhciT,  'was 
ordered    again    to    be   examined  by '  to? cure ;   his! 
leg    was    put    into  thtf    boot,    alid    the    wedges* 
driveti  .  till  he  fainted,   and  the  excciftioner  '  called* 
out  that  he  was  gone;  when  the  Lords,  who  had 
all.  this*  time  been  witneffes,  went  away'  and  left' 
hltn ;    when  recovered   he    was    carried    back  to^ 
pVifori.      Who  would  Di.ot  dread  every  fpecies  of^ 
afbict-ary  power,    arid  hate  the  very  name'  of  a^ 
Royal.  Stuart?  \-        '     '■  ;   ^    '  :^^  '-'  ''[ 

'A  fevere  proc;lamation  was  iffued  .  againft  ,  cog-; 
^enticlcs>  and  the  bifhops  declarefd,* 'thitj  nthc  de-^^ 
c^y  of  godlinefs  was  owing  ^  to  'themy:thaf,' alt 
the  profanity  which 'abounded  in  the  tatiW'^WaS: 
derived  from^thofc  nurfcries  .of  rebellion.  * 'f'hJs* 
declaration  came  with  M  ill  grace  itom  mtn  who' 
were  habitually  drunk,  and  mad  wjth  refc'ntment. 
againft  their  fellow  mei.  ^  '     '  , 

Mr  Bailie  of  Jervifwood  was  b«)ught  Jtito^du-!" 
ble  about  this  time  for  taking  part  with  cne^  Mr 
Kirkton,  .  a    presbyterian    miniiter,    Mir  Klrkton; 
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was  walking  in  the  ftreets  of  Edfnburgli,  when 
one  Captain  Carftairs  ^ame  up  and  accofled  him 
civilly,  attended  by  Scot  pf  Tufliilaw,  and  a  foot- 
xnan,  Mr  Kirkton  ?lked  Carftairs  who  Mr  Scot 
Wa$,  \5rh0  ftarcd  but  made  ncf  reply  j  upon  this 
Kirkton  found  be  was  tak^n  prifoner.  He  asked 
the  Captain  iwbat  he  in,eanti  he  faid,  he  owed 
hlxn  money.  Mr  Kirkton  a$ked  him  wbpm,  he 
look  him  to  be ,  Carftairs  faid,  .  John  .  Wardlaw. 
Kirkton  undeceived  hun,  aiid  told  hi^m  who  he 
^as ;  to  that  the  Captain  replied,  he  had  nothing; 
to  fay  to  him.  Jorvifwood,  who  was  a  friend  of 
Mr  Kii:ktpo's,  hearing  of  his  fituation^  canjc  with 
^omc  friends,,  a,nd  refcucd  him,  for  which  he 
was  fine^  five  hundred  pqup^s  sterling,  and  com* 
inittcd  to  prifoQ  foy  four  months.  Fining  was 
the  darling  P^ojcQ^  pf  the  court,  fpr  therebjr 
their  took  and  creatures  w^re  paid  for  the  trou-* 
bje  without  any  expence  from  the  exchequer,  or 
to  his  Majcfty's  private  purfe. 
/  1^  4    /     The    mpft  ^  99nfi(J[era,blp    eyeiit    of  thi$ 

T^  yc^f  J^  England  was  the,  n^arriage  of  the 

*^rincefs  ^  Mary,  .el(Jeft  daug;hter  of  the  Duke  of' 
Tork,  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  This  was  the 
mofl:  popular  afiion  which  Ch^rle^  <Jid  in  his 
lyhoje,  reign,  and  which  in.  the  end  turned  out 
to  be  a  gjreat  blefSng  to  the  protcftant  intcreft 
in  England.  Archbiftiop  ISheldon  died  this  year,^ 
a, map  who  was  a  feverc  perfccuioi;  of  non-con- 
fermifts;  he  was  a  tool  of  the  court,  and  a 
^eai .  (Qpporter  of  the  prerogative.  He  had  no 
l^Cj^ioQ  of  his  owu;  but   laughed   at   all    forms 

•thereof; 
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.thereof;  he  confidered  it  a$  a  political  eogine, 
calculated  to  govern  the  people,  and  that  it  Was 
of  no  other  fcrvice.  He  feems  upon  the  whole 
to  have  been  an  atheift, ,  and  was  a  great  dif- 
grace  to  the  church  of  England;  he  was  an 
archbilhop  worthy  of  thd  prince  who  appointed 
him,  for  between  them  both  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  the  fmalleft  fymptoms  that 
they,  believed  any  one  principle  of  chrift.ianity. 

The  perfecution  in  Scotland  was  noW  hotter 
than  ever ;  the  mihifters  fled  the  nation,  and 
fome  retired  to  the  north  of  England,  where 
they  Were  Angularly  ufeful ;  among  this  number 
were  Meflrs  John  Welch,  Gabriel  Semple,  and 
others.  A  meeting  of  minifters  was  held  this 
year  at  Edinburgh,  to  compofe  differences  be- 
tween the  induFgcd  and  the  non-indulged,  but 
it  had  no  effefl;.  Mr  Welch,  who  had  fled  to 
England,  returned  to  the  Weft  of  Scotland,  and 
preached  in  the  fiejds;  he  adminiftered  the  fa- 
crament  in  the  Shire  of  Air  in  the  fields,  where 
thoufands  were  pfefenr,   and  great  fuccefs  is  laid 

/  to  have  attended  this  aflembly.  A  price  was 
at  laft  fet  upon  Mr  Welch's  head,  and  all  me- 
thod's taken  to  have  him  in  cuftody.  Mr  Welch 
not  only  offended  the  court  by  preaching  con* 
irary  to  orders,  but  by  carrying  arms,  which 
he  did  in  his  own  defence:  but  it  is  itiuch  to 
be  queftioned,  whether  this  tumultuous  maflner 
of  meeting  together  was  conformable  to  the  New 

.  Teftament ;  fuch  numerous  affemblies  were  not 
ncceffary   for    the   propagation  pf   religion,   nor 

•■     '  could 
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could  fo  many  in  one  place  be  confidcrcd  as  all 
church  members,  united  in  knowledge,  princFple, 
and  afFeftion.  Mr  James  Frazer,  of  Brae,  •  was 
this  year  apprehended  and  iraprifoned  in  the 
Bafs ;  he  was  a  zealous  presbyterian,  and  a  great 
oppofer  of  the  curates.  He  wrote  a  book  upon 
reparation,  wherein  he  fhews  the  unlawfalnefs  of 
countenancing  the  miniftry  of  miniflers  who  were 
intruded  upon  the  people. 

When  Lauderdale  came  to  Scotland  this  year, 
the  presbyterian  miniders  in  Glafgow,  Paifly,  Ir- 
wine,  and  Hamilton^  fent  a  deputy  to  him,  beg- 
ging, that  he  would  apply  to  his  Majefty  to  re- 
move the  letters  of  inter-commuqing,  and  releafe 
their  brethren  who  were  ia  the  Bafs,  and.  otbcr 
places,  and  fet  them  at  liberty.  Lauderdale  re- 
plied, that  he  was  not  ready  to  do  any  fcrvice 
to  thofe  minifters  who  were  imprifoned,  becaufc 
they  were  not  worthy  of  any  favour.  This  gave 
thofe  minifters  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  worfe  things 
were  to  follow.  The  bond  of  peace,  as  it  was 
called,  was  now  urged  with  great  rigour,  but 
it  was  refufed  by  moft  of  the  people  in  the 
weft;  this  exafperated  the  counqil  and  the.  bifliops, 
and  made  them  threaten  the  greateft  feverities 
againft  the  covenanters.  Conventicles  encreafed 
this  year,  but.  the  people  obferved  them  peace- 
ably ;  they  faid  nothing  againft  the  government, 
and  though  fome  of  them,  for  fear  of  the  fol- 
diers,  brought  arms  with  them,  they,  were  guilty 
of  no  outrage,  nor  created  any  difturbance. 
Their  meeting  was,  however,  accounted  rebel- 
lion. 
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•JioQ,    and    when  they   were    apprehended,    they 
.  were  condemned  as  tjait^n^  to    the  goveromeni* 
In  England  a  great  difturbance  arofeon     '     ^ 
occafion  of   a  popi(h  plot,:  which   it  was    ^    '^ 
rfuppgfed    the  Pope   had  fet   on   foot  by    means 
of   the    Jefuit?,    on  purpofe    that    it    might    be 
thrown  upon  the  ipresbyteriapsu      The  court  did 
Jiot  believe .  it,    but  the  nation  was  alarmed,    and 
the  parliament  paiTed  a  bill  for  difsM)ling .  all  par 
.pifts- from  iittitig  in  either  houfe  of  parliament. 
,The   Duke   of   York  had    thp  addrefs  to    have 
•himfelf.  excepted  out  of  thi§  bill,    but    he    was 
in.  fome  danger  of  beiQg  eicclpded  from  the  fuc* 
jcei&on   to    the    crown.     .  Hiilorianfi    are    di.vided 
•with  regard   to   this  plot,;    but    when    the.evi^ 
dence  is  con&dered  on  both  (des  the  fum  of  it 
feems  to  be,    that   there  was    a    defign  on   foo; 
xo  render  the  King  abfoliite^    and  fet  aUde  par^ 
I.iaments,  with  an  intention  to  introduce  popecy.- 
About   this   tim^   died,    Mr  Thomas  Vincent, 
and  Mr  Theophilus  Gale,    two  n^jnjfters  of  con-f 
Uderable  character  in  thofc  4ays^     The  firfl  was 

'  author  of  a  Com^icnt  upoa  the  AffcnU>ly's  Short 
tcr  Catechifm,  and  the  other  author  of  a  book, 
entitled  the  Court  qf  th  Gentiles,  and  Tie  Va^ 
j}Uy  of  Pagan  Philofophy.  G^leV.  Cpurt  of .  th^ 
Qentilei  is  a  book  which  ftu^dents  will  find  wortI\ 
their  while  to  read ;  for  although   it  contains  a 

.  great  de^l  of  lumber,  y?t  there  are  many 
fenfible,  learned,  and.  (hfewd  obfervations  in  ir. 
not  to  be  met  with  in  any  bopk  of  the  fam^ 
kind,     .  . 

"  Yot  m.       '       Nnu  Through 
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'Thrtwigh  ttie  influence  of  the  arclibifliop  of 
Sr  Andrews;  Mr  Mitchell  was  brought  to  his 
trial.  He  Was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed. 
Sharp  "was  fo  zealous  to  hate  him  put  to  death 
that  he  perjured  hiftifelf,  by  fwearing  to  the 
identity  ^f  his"  pferfon,  though  he  never  faw 
him.  Mr  Mitchell  was  a  zealous,  rafli  man  ; 
hil  attempt  upon  the  life  of  the  archbilho^ 
cannot  be  viftdicated  upon  any  principles  of  chrif- 
liaoity :  for  an  attempt  i6  take  away  any  man^ 
life  in  cdd  bbod,  \vhatever  be  rftay  have  been, 
ttiuft 'be  eonfidered  as^  intentional  tnurdcr.  The 
friends  of  Mitchell,  and  the  cnerfties  of  the  bi*- 
^op,  hate  aittempted  to  vtAditate  Mitchell's  cont 
tJuft,  but  they  have  done  n6  ferylce  to  the 
taufS  df  religion,  by  ^aicavouritjg  to  vmdicatt 
jaurdcr.  *  ' 

As  the  Weftern  counties  refufed  to  fubfcribc 
the  bond  which  was  now  ordered  to  be  taken-, 
an  army  '  was  fet  on  foot  to  inforce  this  new 
oblJgatidn.  Ah  hoft  of  highlandcrs  with  the 
inifitia  were'  fenr  to  GJafgow,  as  if  a  foreigt| 
enemy  had  been  upon  the  borders.  This  army 
was  accourered  with  all  the  implemcrirs  of  tor* 
ture,  fuch  as  ifon-chains,  thumb-locks,  and  p* 
ther  engines  of  cruelty.  All  who  would  not 
tnrer  into  this  enfnarinfe  obligation,  were  plun* 
dered  andltortured  as  the  barbarous  foldiers  thought 
m  J  fo  that  wherever  this  army  came  thcr*^  wa# 
fK>  otcafion  for  Any  to  come  after  them.  They 
detbiired  ^11  *  the  lubftance  of  the  country  as 
fpric&lj  as   the   loeufts  devoured  the    fruits   o^ 

•    Egypt 
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Egypt.  Yet  all  their  feverity  had  very  lictlQ 
cffc<ft  ;  the  people  refufcd  to  fign  the  bond,  and 
the  court  had  put  themfelves  to  needlefs  trouble* 

The  hi^^hlanders  were  at  Jaft  recalled,  but  the 
curares  begged  to  have  garrifons  in  the  country.) 
for  they  faid  if  they  were  not  fupported  by  tha 
military  they  might  forfake  their  charges.  They 
knew  that  the  people  owed  them  no  ..  favour^ 
^nd  were  afraid  that  fomc  <:oaipliracnts.  would  be 
repaid  them  in  kind, .  of  which  they  were  no 
way  folicitous   to  have  returned.  ,- 

In  fpite  of  all  that  was  done  conventicle^ 
ftill  prevailed.  There  was  one  in  the  month  of 
May  at  White-church  in  Eaft  Lothiaii,  oppofue 
10  the  Ba-Ts ;  a  company  .  of  forty  foldiers  and 
fome  country  people  whom  they,  prcffed  .  along 
with  them,  came  upon  thw  affemWy  when  em- 
ployed ia  worfhipping  God ;  they  were  com- 
manded by  Charles  Maitland.  The  people  took 
no  notice  of  them  till  they  ordered  theni  ic} 
difperfe,  and  one  of  the  foldiers  knocked  down 
one  of  the  multitude;  upon  this  a  (lout  man 
knocked  down  the  Ibldler,  and  the  people  fur-* 
rounded  the  party  and  di farmed  them.  This 
gave  occafion  for  much  fpeculation,  add  encrea- 
,fed  the  antipathy  of  the  government  ajyainfl:  coti- 
Teuiicles.  A  fmall  affembly  of  worlbippers  wa* 
ordinarily  accounted  a  rifing  in  rebellion,  and 
m.ignified  into  a  great  army.  It  was  therefore 
thought  neceffary  ro  raife  an  army,  and*  ke^p  . 
them   in  pay,    to  keep   A)wn  conventicles.  , 

A    cefs   was  now  impofed    upon  all  vranks  pf  . 

Nn  n  2  *   people 
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people  to  fuppbrt  this  army,  which  was  raifed 
to  fupprefs  field  meetings.  This  gave  rife  to 
many  debates,  and  was  the  occaiion  of  cruel  fuf- 
fcrings  to  multitudes.  The  covenanters  could 
not  in  confcience  pay  a  tax  which  was  impofed 
upou  them  with  an  cxprefs  defign  to  deftroy 
what  they  believed  to  be  the  true  religion ;  and 
they  declared,  though  they  were  obliged  in  con- 
fcience, as  fubjefts,  to  bear  their  part  in  fup- 
porting  civil  governmedt,  yet  no  government 
could  oblige  them  to  pay  money  which  was  ex- 
prefsly  declared  to  be  applied  to  fupprefs  the 
gofpcL  In  this  the  covenanters  were  certainly 
right,  and  it  is  what  no  fubjefts  can  do  upon 
principles  of  truth  and  confcience;  for  if  they 
believe  their  religion  to  be  true,  to  give  money 
voluntarily  to  deftroy  it  is  afting  contrary  to 
their  belief.  No  human  law  can  bind  men  in 
oppofition  to  divine  ciommandments. 

1679*  ^^^  ^"^  having  called  a  new  parlia- 
ment to  affemble  in  March,  all  parties 
were  concerned  in  the  ,  choice  of  the  members 
who  were  to  reprefent  them  in  this  new  conven- 
tion. The  diflcnters  were  zealous  for  thofe  who 
were  for  prpfecutipn  of  the  popi(h.  plot,  and  fe- 
curing  a  proteftant  fucceffion.  Thofe  were  now 
accounted  the  patriots  and  the  friends  of  their 
country,  and  fuch  as  joined  with  the  court  were 
accounted  its  enemies^  The  Duke  of  York  was 
fent  to  FJanders,  with  his  Majefty's  aflurancc  that 
he  would  do  nothing  in  prejudice  of  his  fuc- 
cciSon.  The  courtiers  being  confcious  of  their 
•  guilt 


gulft  in  the  cafe  of  the  popifh  plot,  contrived 
a  plot  which  was  to  be '  fathered  upon  the 
Presbyterians*  On«  Dangerfield,  a  wicked  fel- 
low, was  employed  to  execute  this  defign;  but 
he  failed  in  the  execution,  was  'pardoned,  and 
fent  to  Flanders.  This  plot  was  called  the 
Meal-tub  plot,  bccaufe  the  fcheme  upon  which 
it  was  eftabliihed  was  found  in  a  meal  tub,  m 
the  houfe  of  Lady  Powis. 

Mr  Matthew  Pool  and  Mr  Thomas  Goodwin 
died 'this  year;  the  firft  is  wdl  known  by  his 
learned  Synopjis  Criticdrum,  and  the  other  by  his 
feVeral  learned  leftures  on  Jcwiih  antiquities. 
They  were  both  learned  and  good  men,  and 
deferve  praife  for  the  fervice  they  have  done  re- 
ligion and  learning. 

The  council  of  Scotland  and  the  bifhops  went 
on  this  year  puniihing  old  men,  women,  and 
children  for  attending  field  meetings,  till  they 
were  of  a  fudden  alarmed  with  the  death  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  St  Andrews.  Sharp  had  been  the 
occafibn  of  the  fufferings  of  many  thoufands  in 
Scotland,  and  was  ftill  contriving  new  tortures 
for  the  presby terians ;  it  was  no  wonder  that  be. 
came  to  an  untimely  end*  On  the  third  of  M^y^ 
when  the  bifliop  was  returning  from  the  counc9^ 
about  feven  tpen  n^et  his  coach  in  Magus  Muir, 
and  killed  him.  It  is  needlefs  to  mention  the 
way  how  he  was  flain,  concerning  which  hifto- 
rians  are'  not  atgi'eed,  or  his  behaviour  at  his 
death,  concerning  which  there  is  as^  little  cer- 
uinty.    Hjs  friends'  tiiake   him  die  like  a  f^int, 

and 
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ind  his  enemie?  reprefeot  hrm  si  the  maft 
dened  iinner,  Thofe  who  killed  bim  wert  utkm 
doabtcdly  guilty  of  murder,  though .  he  defcrvcd 
to  die;  they  afted  contrary  to  law,  and  the 
t)rinciples  of  religion,  .  to  kill  a  man  ^ho  was 
not  ajlaultiag  them.  Had  the  bifliop  been 
attacking  them,  and  had  falleti  in  the  conflid^, 
they  might  have  been  excufed,  bat  to  kill  hitn 
in  cool  blood,  on  pretence  of  rcKgion,  was  a 
burlefque  on  the  gofpel.  He  was  a  perfon  of 
a  mofl  infamous  character,  treacherous  and  cruel 
10  the  bft  degree;  io  his  youth  he  was  vicious, 
in  his  middle  age  religious,  and  id  his  old  age 
profligate  and  cruel  He  affumed  a  profeffion 
of  .religk)n  to  ferve  bis  ijitereft,  he  betrayed  hi^ 
friends  and  the  church  of  Scotland,  he  was  ina-* 
placable  to  thofq  be  thought  his  enemies,  and 
though  he  wa3  murdered,  he  richly  defervcd 
what  befel  him* 

The  death  of  this  infamous  bifliop  was  the 
occafion  of  death  and  fufferings  to  many ;  for  all 
who  would  not  declare  that  his  death  was  mur^ 
der,  were,  profecuted  and  put  ta  death  as  their 
judges  thought  proper.  By  the  opprefGon  of 
the  foldiers  which  were  quartered  in  the  weftcro' 
parts  of  the  iiland,  the  people  were  wrought  up 
to  diflradion }  they  could  not  enjoy  the  free  ex<^ 
ercife  of  their  religion,  nor  the  ufe  of  their 
pofleiiions  and  paternal  rights^  All  that  waa' 
dear  tp  them  in  this  world  was  at  the  mercy  o£ 
a  favage  brutal  foldiery,  who  ftripped  them  of 
every  tbiiigi.  s^  threatened  to    take  their  lives 

if 
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if  Aity  fibftdd  the  fmalkft  redftance.  Under  tliii 
oppreflion  they  *  groancd>  without  any  hopes  of 
redrefs  from  the  haiklc  of  their  oppreffors;  they 
in  procefi  of  tinae  Were  driven  to  defpair^  dnd 
obliged  to  take  up.  arms  for  their  own  defence,  and 
iheir  natural  rights  and  p;ivileg(ss.  Mr  Robeit 
Hamilton,  brother  to  tHe  Laird  of  Prefton,  and 
fome  of  h»  inoft  intimate  companions,  firfl:  began 
fhis  pra^icc.  On  the  twcnty^ninth  pf  May,  with 
eighty  armed  men  they  went  to  Rntherglen,  a  fmaU 
|)urgh,  near  Glafgow,  in  the  time  of  the  rejoicing  for 
the  King's  reftoration,  and  e^f^tingniihed  the  bon<» 
fires,  and  affi2|:ed  a  copy  pf  a  declaration  40  the 
tnarkiet  erofs,  Signifying  their  intenrioa,  theit 
principles,  and  what  they  blamed  in  the  prefeiit 
governnient:  this  w^s  called  the  Rutberglen  de« 
claratioii^  Such  a  puUic  outrage  agaiail :  th^ 
authority  qf  government  was  matter  0f  great 
fpecnlati^n,  and  was  magnified  to  a  great  pitch# 
Graham,  pf  Claverhoufe,  .  was  ient  with  troops  to 
^e  weft,  with  bx\l  authority  to  kill  all  whom 
he  found  in  arms ;  he  came  to  the  town  of 
Hamilton  on  the  Saturday,  whra  none  were  esped^ 
ing  him,  and  feized  Mr  John  King,  and  fourteea 
others,  who  were  not  in  arms,  but  were  fuipec^ 
ted  to  belong  to  the  tovenanters.  There  was  a 
meeting  intended  at  Loudon^hiil  next  day,  and 
ibme  who  efcaped  fled  to  this  meeting,  and  told 
tvhat  had  happened  at  Hamiltola.  Claverhoufe 
had  received  intelligence  of  this  conventicle^  and 
was  refolv^l  to  difperfc  it;  he  went  early  from' 
|ii(milton  on  the  Sunday  morning  bejpg  the  £rft 

of 
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of  June,  and  carried  his  pnfotierp '  along  with 
him;  Mr  Doqglafs  w»s  juft  beginning  pnblic 
wortObip,  when  ihe  news  came  that  Claverhoufe 
wa^  advancing  to  difperfe  them.  It  was  agreed 
that  air  who  had  arras  ihould  leave  the  meeting, 
engage  the  foldiers,  and,  if  poflible,.  refcpe  the 
prifoners.  Accordingly,  about .  forty  horfe  and 
two  hundred  foot  came  up  with  Claverhoufe  at 
a  place  called  Drumclog,  and  after  a  fmart  en? 
gageraent  defeated  hij  troops,  and  refcued  the 
prifoners.  Graham  had  his  horfe  (hot,  and  above 
twenty  of  his  naen  killed,  and  feveral  taken  pri- 
foners, which  the  country  people  difarmed,  and 
fct  at  liberty.  The  covenanters  had  not  above 
two  or  three  killed  or  wounded. 

Hamilton  and  his  party  being  flufhed  with  this 
good -fucccfs,. marched: after  Oaverhoufe  to  Gjaf-. 
gow,  and  almoft  furprized  the  town ;  but  they  were 
forced  to  retire,  after  leaving  fome  of  their  num-r 
ber  dead  in  the  ftreets.  This  bddnefs  of  the 
covenanters .  alarmed  the  mioiftry,  and  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  was  fcnt  down :  to  fight  the  re-r 
bels  as  they  were  called.  The  afeir  of  Drum- 
clog  made  many  join  the  covenanters,  and  their 
army  encreafed  confiderably  ^  fome  perfons  of 
charafter,  who  could  not  look  on  and  fee  their 
country  ruined,  joined  them,  in  hopes  of  bring- 
ing the*  government  to  purfue  fome  milder  mea«« 
fures;  and  if  .they  had  not  fallen  into  divifions 
and  factions  among  themfelves,  t|iey  might  have 
made  the  roiniftry  gl^d  to  have  come  to  fome 
compofition ;   but  Hamilton^  who  was  a  rigid  co-r 

venanter. 
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-♦enanter,  refdfed  to  admit  fuch  as  had  accepted 
of  the  iadulgence ;  and  they  difptited  thoft 
points  fo  long;  that  the  enemy  had  time  t6  at- 
tack, them  before  ihey  were  ready  to  engage?. 
A  battle  cnfued  at  Both wcl"  bridge,,  \vhere  iaftef 
a  fliarp  Ikirmifli  the  covenanters  were  routed; 
many  flain,  and  ^  great  mimbef  were'  taken 
prifoners.  The  prifoncrs  ^'ctt  carried  to  Edih'-* 
burgh,    and  feverely  ufed.  ' 

The  country  people  were  now  difpcrfcd,  and 
It  was  owing  to  the  mercy  of  Mohmouth  tbac 
they  were  not  all  put  to  the  fword.  The  hiA 
torians  of  thofe  times  ha^e  given  them  the  cha* 
rafter  of  rebck^  but  as  they  undoubtedly  dfe^ 
ferVed  k  bettef  fate,  they  alfo  deferved  a  bettef 
charafter;  they  rofe  to  defend  'the  liberties  of 
their  country  againft  a  tyriht,  wHo  ^^3  tramp- 
ling 'under  foot  all  thilt  can  be  adcountdd  deat 
to  men  ;  and  though  they  did  not  fucce^d  accor'- 
ding  to  their  defires,  they  deferve  to  be  praifed 
by  all   the  lovers  of  liberty.  ■   '"■    ■ 

After  Claverhoufe  had  plundered  the  '^reft 
Country,  and  made  no  diftiqftion  between  thofe 
*  JBTho  had  been  in  arms  from  others '  who  hkd 
pot  been  at  Bpthwel,  the  minlftry .  proceeded 
to  the  trial  of  forhe  of  the  principal  pei^fons  wb© 
had  been  taken.  Mcffrs  John .  Kidd  and  King 
^ere .  firfl  tried,  and,  though  rhcy  could  prov« 
©othhig  againft  them,  they  w;e re  condemned,  and 
executed  on  the  fame  day  that  the  aft  pf  .indcmr 
fiiiy  ,was  proclaimed.  They  v^dre  two  men.  oi 
great  zeal,  and  paid  a  griat  regard  •  to  religion.; 
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they  died  with  more  joy  and  peace  than  their 
perfecutors  enjoyed  in  the  triurtph  of  that  day. 
Their  fortitude  was  equal  to  that  of  the  prinoi- 
tivc  martyrs,  for  nothing  could  perfuade  them 
from  purfuing  what  they  believed  to  *  be  their 
duty. 

The  Duke  of  York  came  down  to  Scotland 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  and  for  his 
entertainment  five  men  were  hanged  in  one  day ; 
they  were  charged  with  the  murder  of  Bifliop 
Sharp,  though  all  of  them  denied  the  fad,  and 
there  was  no  proof  brought  againft  them-  The 
council  knew  that  James  Duke  of  York  delighted 
in  blood,  and  they  wanted  to  falute  him  with 
a  glue  thereof  when  he  arrived  at  Edinburgh. 
,g  King  Charles  had  diffolved  his  laft  par- 

liament fuddenly,  and  found  himfelf  obli- 
ged to  call  a  new  one,  to  aflemble  on  the  fe* 
venteenth  of  Oftober.  Charles  gained  but  little 
by  this  change;  the  eleftions  were  much  as  in 
the  former  parliament.  The  cry  of  the  people 
was,    No  popery,    no  pen/toners^    no  arbitrary  go- 

vernment.  This  parliameat  was  not  permitted  to 
fit  to  do  bufinefs,  for  they  were  prorogued  from 
time  to  time  for '  twelve  months.  The  King 
happened  to  fall  fick,  and  the  Duke  of  York 
returned  to  court  without  the  King's  leave;  this 
alarmed  the  people,  and  made  them  zealous  for 
the  fitting  of  the  parliament  to  regulate  the  fuc- 
ceffion.  Petitions  came  fad  in  from  both  city 
and  country,  which  much  offended  Charles,  and 
he  received  them  with  great  difgufl.     He  told 
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the  petitioners  that  he  was  fole  judge  of  what, 
was    fit    to   be    done,    and  defired  them  nor  to 
meddle  with  his  Affairs.      After  this  he  ifTaed  a 
proclamation    declaring   them    to    be    contrary    to 
law,    and  forbidding  his  fubjefts  tb  promote  any 
fubfcriptions,     or   join    in  any    petitions    of   this . 
ktndi    upon  peril  of  the  utmofl:    rigour   of   law. 
Warrants  were  ifTued  again  (t  the  petitioners,   and 
indi£^ment«  preferred  againd  others. 
•  The  common    council   of  London  agreed  that 
no  petition  fhould  be  prefented  from   them/    for 
which     they    liad    his    Majefty's    thatiks.      The 
court  party  all  over  the  nation  ient  counter '  ad*<  • 
dreffes,     (hewing    their    abhorrence  of    the   pcti-' 
tions,    from  whence   they    received  the  name  of. 
abhorrers,    as  the  others  did  that   of  petitioners/ 
Thefe  two  parties  have   fmce  been  di(lingujihe<l 
by  the  namps  of  whig  and  tory.      The  whigs, 
or  low  churchmen,   were  the  more  siealous   pro^ 
teftants,   and  enemies  to  popery  ;   the  pthers  were 
eicher  papifts,  or  next  to  Roman  catholics.     The 

'  high  churchmen  have  been  always  enemies  ta 
liberty,  and  fupporters  of  arbitrary  power ;  the 
whigs  have  been  friends  to  freedom,  and  fup- 
porters of  the  liberties  of  their  country.  .  The 
diiTenters  and  low  churchmen  joined  their  interefts. 

.  cm  this  occaiy>n  againft  popery  and  the  defigns  of 
the  court.  The  commons  refolved,  that  the^- 
a^s  of  parliament  made  in  the  reigm  of  Eliza  be tk^ 
and  James  agcnnfl  popi/b  non-corf orwijls^  ougbt^ 
not  to  be  extended  agaifift  proteftant  diffknters  i 
and  the  prtfecution  of  protcfiaut  dijenten  upon.  tM 
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fffnai ,  laws^   is   at  this  time  grievous  to .  the  fub^ : 
yVflf,    a  weakening  the  prgte/iant   iiiterefi^    an  en^- 
cmragemeni  t^  popery^  and  dangerous  to  the  peac9 
cf  the  kingdom. 

While  the  parlidment  was  endeavoaring  to  op- 
pofc  popery  and  the  meafurcs  of  the  court,  ma- 
t(f  of  the  bifhpps  and  clergy  of  the  church  of 
£nglaqd  '^rc   pleafcd    with   the  projcfh  of  the 
mintdry,    and  .procaoted.   the    perfecution   ^infi. 
the*  non-'Conforiniftfi ;   which  (hews,,   that  it  is   a 
dangerous  thing  in  a  natiqn  to  have  the  clergy 
to  depend  upon    the   government.      They  have 
it  in  their  power  to  aflifl:   the  court  to  fuch  a 
degree,    as    to   turn  the  fcale  in  favour  of  arhi^. 
trary  governmem   and  flavery.      The  parliament' 
having  prepared  -  a  bill  to  e^ude  the  Duke  of . 
"York,  and  all  papifts,    from  the  throne^    Charles 
thought  fit.  to  dilTQlve  the  parliament,    b^t  *  never- 
x&  call  another. 

The  friends  of  liberty  in  Scotland  proceeded  much  • 
ttpon  the  &me  principles  as  rhofe  in  England,  but 
were  mare  violent  in  their  religious  fentiments^  they 
were  fiace  die  aifeir  of  Bothwe}  fedly  harrafl'ed, 
Whcrcter  they  were  found  they  were  flauglitcred 
withr^t  the  Icaft  forna  of  law,  and  murdered 
wrthont  mercy.  They  were  confidered  as  traitors, 
and  puniQied  accordingly,  when  yet  they  had 
Tfanfgreflbd  no  known  law  of  the  Scotch  confti* 
tutioo,  but  were  2caloufly  defending  thofe  privi- 
leges which  bad  been  confirmed  to  them  by  ex-*» 
prfefe  a6is  of  the  legiflative  authority.  If  bw 
could  poiiibly  extend  to  Kings,  and  \^%J  coal4 
'  '  !    ■  be 
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be  iuppofed  to  do  Wft^ngfi  there  Miner  were  two 
mouarchs   who'  better    defcrved    to    have   pnder- 
gone   the  fate  6i  thdr  father  tbaa  Chaf-ks  the   V" 
Secoad   and   his  brother  James.      It.  ifi   hard,  to 
iay,  if  ev^r  there  waft   g  precept    in    aoy    Uw» 
humaa  aiid  divine^  which  thefe  two  brothers  did) 
Qot  violiice  aDd  traofgrefe.     It    is   a  dtfgracx    ta 
the  naiike  of  ao  EoglUhmao  to  fiad  apqlo^da  o£ 
this  n^cloa  who  have  undertaken  to  defend  ritast 
ch^vA&crs.    The  Scpts^  have  good  region  to.de«i 
^ife  th^r   very  nanaes,    gnd  to  hokl .  cbek  cb^^^ 
IKa^rs  in  everlafting  deteftatidn. 

Thp;  principles  of  the  fnfierers  of .  ihofe  rime» 
may  be  iecp  in  z  paper,  called  The  Quecntferry 
paper;  asid  with  regard  to  crvit  authority  ft  H 
iuft  and  rational.  Th^  amhors  infift,  that  when 
Kings  ceafi:  to  rule  by  law,  that  the  fubje^  am 
freed  from  9II  obBgsltions  to  obey  them ;  and  cern. 
lainly,  iiccor^ng  to  reafon  and  the  pa^a  ctkrvenfa, 
jhis  is  juft.  They  affirha,  that  they  we're  noB 
bound  to  commit*  the  government  to  any  one, 
Jingle  perfon  or  lineal  fiicceffor,  becaufc  they 
were  not  bbund  by  divine  authority  as  the  Jews 
were  to  one  fingle  family,  that  fort  of  govern- 
ment benig  liable  to  the  mofl:  objefitons,  and 
readieft  to  degenerare  into  tyranny.  This  paper 
was  accounted  treafon,  and  was  the  occafion  of 
nuich   trouble  to  many. 

An  unfortunate  afiatr  happened  this  year  at  a 
place  called  Airfmofe,  in  the  parifti  of  Auchen- 
Jcck,  in  Scotland,  where  Mr  Cameron,  one  of 
the  covenanters,  was  preadiing.     Bruce,  of  Earl- 
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ihali;  ncame  upon  the  aStmhly,  when  a  ikirmifh' 
eofucd^  and  feveral  were  killed  and  others 
wounded.  Mr  Hackfton  of  Rachiiiet,  and'  Mr 
Cameron  made  a  bold  defence;  but  the  former 
was  wounded^  and  the  latter  killed.  Mr  Came- 
pon's  head  and  hands  were  brought  to  Edin* 
burgh,  and  wene  carried  to  his  father,  who  was 
then  in  prifbn;  to  aggravate  his  forrow  they 
enquired  if  he  knew  them;  he  took  his  fons 
bead  and  hands,  and  kifled  them,  and  faid,  7 
inow  tbem,  Jbey  are, my  fori Sy  my  dmr  forfs^  it 
is  the  Lordy  good  is  the  will  of  the  Zordjwbo- 
eantiot  wrong  me  or  mine,  but  has  made  goodnefs 
and  mercy  to  fplhw  us  all  our  days.  Mr  Came* 
ron's  heiad  was  fet  on  the  port,  and  his  hands 
by.his  heacjl,  with  his  fingers  upward.  Mr  Richr 
ard  Cameron  was  a  man  of  confiderable  learnings 
great  piery,  and  fledfaftnefs  in  religion.  He  was 
refolute  in  the  caufe  of  liherty,  and  deferves 
praifc  froni  all  who  love  religion  and  their  country. 
Whatever  miftakes  he  might  be  guilty  of,  he 
deferves  credit  for  the  noble  ftand  he  made  a« 
gainft  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power.  lie  w^  cer^ 
tainly  a  very  great  man. 

One  thing  which  was  the  occafion  this  year 
of  much  fpeculation  was  the  Torwood  excommu* 
nipation.  Mr  Donald  Cargill,  in  an  aflembly  at  tbq 
Torwood,  in  the  {hire  of  Stirling,  excommunica-t 
, ted. King  Charles  the  Second,  the  Dukes  of  York 
and  Monmouth,  John  Duke  of  Lauderdale, 
Rothes,  Sir  George  M^Kenzie,  and  General  Dal* 
?ieL     This  be  did  in  a  very  folemn  manner,  an4 

told 


(    479    ) 

told  his  friends  that  be  believed  that  what  .he 
had  done  -was  ratified  ia  heaven.  This  was*  a 
daring  attempt,  and  expofed  the  ^  presby terians  to 
many  reproaches,  though  none  cxciipc  Cargil] 
had  the  lead  hand  in   it. 

The  Duke  of  York  was  £idly  mortified  while 
he  was  at  Edinburgh.  The  ftudents  in  the  uni- 
verfity  carried  the  eflSigy  of  the  Pope  to  the 
Grafs-market,  and  burnt  it;  and  nocwithftanding 
the  guards  were  fent  to  hinder  them,  they  per- 
.formed  their  bufinefs  in  the  face  of  the  military. 
This  was  a  bold  aAion  in  thofe  times. 

Charles  having  diflblved  his  parliament  .^ 
which  he  had  afiembled  at  Oxford,  to  re-  ^  ^^* 
move  the  members  from  the  influence  which  he. 
imagined  the  city  /of  London  had  over  them, 
rode  off  in  hafte  to  Windfor  in  a  fort  of  tri* 
umph'that  he  had  freed  himfelf  from  an  emr* 
barrafsment  which  troubled  him  muchr.  Now  be 
raifed  money  without  parliaments,  and  did  all  things 
without  regard  to  law ;  the  conftitution  was  now 
at  an  end,  and  the  royal  mandates  were  pub* 
Jifhed  inftcad  of  laws.  The  high  church  party 
flattered  him  with  addrefles,  and  paflled  many 
/oulfome  encomiums  upon  his  wifdom  and  faga? 
city.  ,  The  diflcnters  were  now  perfccuted  by 
exprcfs  order  from  his  Majefty,  and  the  juftices 
of  Middlefex  fi^ewed  a  readinefs  to  obey  all  his 
perfecuting  mandates.  The  majority  of  the  church 
dergy  were  on  the  fide  of  the  court,  and  fiany 
of .  them  were  juftices  of  the  peace,  who  were 
the  mod  zealous  to  execute  the  penal  laws  againl^ 
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th€  Vftflfentcrs.'  ^o  gife  inftanccs  df  tlic  cructrf 
of  this  kind  of  favages  Would  make  a  large  vo« 
lumc,  and  is  .  dppofite  Co  the  purpofe  of  t 
church   feiftory. 

The  court  did  all  tbit  were  in  their  power 
to  invert  the  whole  conftkurion;  the  ele^ion  of 
a  Mayor  for  the  city  of  London  was  difpotcd  by 
the  court,  and  thofe  who  would  not  tote  according 
to  order  were  fincd^  and  at  ^aft  the  city  wa* 
deprired  of  its  charter.  Charles  would  not  grant 
incrcy  to  the  oflSaiders,  unlefs  the  city  would 
grant  his  Majefty  a  negative  on  the  choice  of 
^11  chief  magiftrates ;  that  if  his  Majefty  difap- 
proved  of  their  choice  of  a  Lord  Mayor,  they 
fliould  choofe  another  within  i  week,  and  that 
if  he  difapproved  their  fecond  choice,  he 
Ihould  himfelf  nominate  a  Mayor  for  the  ent 
fuing'  year,  and  the  like  as  to  SheriSs  and  AP- 
dermen,-  The  charters  of  all  the  cities  in  Eng*- 
land  were  now  delivered  up,  and  iuch  new  ones 
granted  as  the  court  pleafed;  which  (hews  that 
the  cities  had  no  ideas  of  liberty,  or  that  their 
managers  betrayed  their  truft.  Thus  the  liber* 
ties  of  Engbnd  were  delivered  up  to  the  crown, 
and  ipformers,  falfe  witneffes,  packed  juries,  and 
court  judges,  ruled  all  the  nation.  All  oppofi^ 
tion  was  termed  faction  and  riot,  and  fuch  as 
fliewed  the  fmalleft  diflktisfaftion  with  the  pro* 
cecdings  of  the  court  were  fined,  imprifoned,  or 
baniiicd  their  native  country.  It  h  no  wonder 
that  the  people  .of  England  are  jeatouis  of  aH 
royal    encroachments^   and   miBifteriil   impofitions, 

for 
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6yr  they  haw  h^4  fpfficieot  a^ri«»oe»  th*  wfc«fi 

on<;c  the  tekaiftrf  be^A  to  eii!Cfx>aeh  upOQ  the 
liberties  of  the  natioo*  ibcy  w^l  pever  t>e  4iA 
ppfcd  tQ  ftpp  tiU  they  eiifl«?e  k^  Whfa  mir 
QiAers  or  judges  depart  froqci  tji^  plain  letter  of 
the  laws  of  the  ^o^ftiti^t^Qp,. .  aff4  claim  «  priyi^ 
leg«  for,  doing  fo,  it  is  twf  /or  ihe  natioa  to 
look  to  its  own  ii^tereft?.    .  , 

This  year  Sc^tlasd  wjis  fi  Japd  p£  ^ghter; 
relisioa  was  ^  iiQ.  pot  to  be  £prg|Fen,  .an4  loy^ 
of  liberty  a^  criJone.  npt  tp  be  jpard^i]^^  Twenty 
of  the  Scpyepawprs  fttflfercd  tliis  year-  The  cxe* 
cutioQ  of  Marip^  Harvic  ^Qd  I^l^el  AH^^^  opea^. 
od  the  tragcfly^  f q^  the  <?o»jrt  wept  w .  with. 
th€  reft  ac<¥>rdij)ig  fs  Jt.  fpfvjreri^  th^ir  puip^. 
The  fijPdeiits  4](f  Cdinbairgb  wq:p  jbaoijfb^d  6ft^a: 
miles  fr.9»  th,c  city,  fpr,  bji^qjgg  ^^  -Pop?  ja 
dEgy,   as  .a.  fo^i^Iiofeiit  tp;.t^^  I?i}^e.  j|f  JofK: 

who  was  ihep  ii»  S9oi!an4;  Jf!??^  :.%Wf  ^^^t. 
^t  of  prptcfUnt?.  the  cptjiifil  .pf  ,,^c^  fhea, 
were  Mr  Cjargil^  Wa|cer.  3awth,  «4  'Mr  pojg^ 
were  tned,  .caademaed  a^d  (fxc^t^,  (90%  after. 
this;  they  all  a^heifd.io  tjie^  ;Pr^cipl^  ^^^4 
died,  like  the  primitive  diriiU^,^  j^ith  gre^t  ftca* 
dincfs  and  fortitude;  ,  , 
,  The  teft  aft  was  paued  this  year  ia  Scotland  j 
a  law  the  moft  abfuni  aad  iuconfifieot  that  ^u)d 
have  emered  inxo  the  heart  of  mm  to  ico;yeiye« 
It  firft  engaged  the  fwea.r£;r  to  adhere  to  the 
qcMjfcffiojj  of  faith  recorded  in  ihe  firll  parli4- 
ireot  of  Tames  the  $i:$tb,  a^d  bound  kirn  tOf 
iS9iotaia  the  Kick's  ecclefiaftical  pipiKiuncjff  4oc« 
VpI.  lit  P  p  p  "    '        triaes 
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frincs  as  oppofitc  to  one  anoth^  a^  light  and 
darkncfs*  The  Earl  of  Argyl  bppofed  ibis  ad, 
and  fatd  it  was  inconfifteac  Wth  itfdf ;  for  which 
be  was  intended'  to  have  been  profecutcd  f<rf 
high  treafon,  but  he  fled  to  Holland,  and  efca- 
ped  the  faaf e  which  was  laid  for  him,  ' 
1 68  "^^^  liberties  of  -  England  lay  now  pro' 

^g  *    ftratc  at  the  feet  of  arbitrary  domination; 
^*    none  dutft  caft  the  fmalleft  refleftion  upon 
the  court.  •     Whoever  murmured,    or    exprcfled* 
the  Icaft   difiitisfaftioo,    Were  fure    to   fmart  for' 
it,    Mr  Baxter  and  M^  Vincent  were  pcrfecuted 
with  great  fevertty ;    the  laiiy  were  now  haraf-' 
fed  in  the  fpiritual  courts,  and  alt  ranks  groiined 
under  the  oppreffion  of  the '  times.    Liberty  was ' 
now  gone,  and  property  was  altogether  upcertain. 

As  the  perfecutic«i.  in*  Scothnd 'encreafcd,  the" 
zeal  of  the  fufierers  kindled  into  rage  againfl  the* 
betrayers  and,  deftroyers  of  their'  liberties;  they 
did  not  fear  *to  publilh  their  fcntiments  concern- 
ing the  goternnient  in  as  public  a  manner  a$ 
they  could,  and  when  they  wefe  prevented 
from  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  prefs,  they 
fixed  a  ftate  of  their  principles  to  the  diarkeC 
crofles  in  feveral  large  towns,  that  their  fenti- 
ments  might  be  as  well  known  as  pofTible.  They 
publiflied  a  declaration  at  Lanerk  this  year^  fee*' 
ting  forth  their  grievances,  and  the  reafons  of 
their  prefent  behaviour;  this  declaration  received 
the  name  of  the  informatory  vindication.  Mr 
James  Renwick,  who  was  the  laft  wha  fuffered 
death  for  religion  in  Scotland^  was  employed  in 
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]»i^li{hiag  and  prqclaimtag  this  •paper.  This  jyiii- 
dicatic^  coutained  litde  mare  thati  what  had 
beea  faid  be^re,  and  has  beeo  many  times  *  re-^ 
-  peatcd  finpe ;  \t  was  ^  f^ll  cxhibitioa  of ;  their 
principles  concerning  religion  aqd  civil  goverQr 
meat,  - 

The  Duke  qf  Yoric  left  ScodancJ,  and ,  went 
to  meet  the  King -^at  Newmarket,  and  the  bilhop^ 
foHowed  ![\im  w^th  a :  lef ter-  to '  the  Archbi|hop  o£ 
Canterbviry,  wherein  they .  cornmcsnded .  his  Royal 
Highnefs  in  the.higheil  ^ftrains  of  encoipium.^ 
^d  declare,  ,  that  fince  the  Duke  gsum  to  Scot-, 
land  feligion  ha4  taken  pother  turn,  an4  was 
mych  enjcr^fed,'  ^f  crvjcky,  ^aughjter,  and  mur-; 
der,  were  improvements  in  chriftianity,  th^e  ftate 
qf  religion  .v^s^much  improved  fmce  his  ^Rpyal 
Highnefs's  coming  into  Scotland ;  for  more  fuf-s 
fefed  publicly  for  religion  in  that  fliort  fpace  of. 
tH^e .  th^  had  ever  fyS^K^  Ip^efo^e  in  ^y  ^ qual^ 
period^      ^  .,  ■       • 

The  gQvefnmen.t  were  now  almoft  run  ihc^t  o^. 
expedients ;  .  a  new  projeft .  waa  fallen  upon  tO; 
aflford  a  cqlour  for  perfecuting  the  non-confor-, 
mifh.  ,  The .  Rye-houfc  plot  was  contrived,  and; 
fathered  upop  Dr  Ow,en,  Mr  Mea^,  Carftairs,  and,. 
Jervifwopd,  Carftairs  was  tortured  on  this  ac(;ount,r 
^d  JervifijiToofi  wa3  condemned  and  executed  in,, 
the  GrafsTn^rkf^s  in  Edinburgh,  and  his  body, 
gartered,  without  the.  leaft  appearance  of  any  j 
^YJdence  or.guiJt,  This  plot,  which  never  had  any  V 
cxiftence  except  in  the  policy  of  the  court,  was^ 
\f!f  Dr  Sprat  wrought  up  to  a  real   confpifaj^y, 
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Irf  «i  liifloiy  whkh  h*  wore  ihArcrf.  Th^i  !*• 
Ibep  was  obliged  ftfteT'  the  revdltttioii  to  recadt 
^18 '  imgiMty  fldt,  coofds  that  trhat  he  wrotd 
Wa^  th€  di6hites  of  j)reJQdice,  atid  wa^  nefef 
fowdid  in  tuith. 

The  grand  juries  were  now  under  the  influence 
^  the  ^owa>  atid  {^rcicHited  all  the  non^rbtlfor^^ 
Alfid  Who  c^mg  before  them ;  the  6\Stnicti  Wefe 
m  thh  acxroulit  harafed  iil  til  patts  of  th^ 
cotknttji  aDd  bad  fio  redre&.  The  qdakef; 
f^tit  aft  addrefs  to  the  Kinj^,  r^i*eftiltti$g  t^eir 
caf6  ^fkl  ih6t  peaceable  dif^iinott,  and  crayed 
ifhat  their  bfethreft  Who  fflffeJ-ed  feverefy  iAight 
be  Ytle^fi^d  i  but  there  wa$  bo  notice  t^aken  pi 
thiHt  addrcfe. 

The  utiiferfity  of  Oxfofd,  to  <Jlcpfe(i  there 
It^ritf  to  the  Kibg:,  toodetofted  the  Whole  fyfteii 
of  civil  afid  reHgious  Kbertjr,  the  works  of 
Cweft  and  Goodwid^  and  Buchannan'a  bode  de 
yure  Regni  afmd  Scotos  were  ppblicly  CQndcnmed 
as  treafonable  performances,  and  it  was  dettared 
that  there  was  no  cbmpaft  l)etWeen  the  Krng 
and  his  fubjeAs.  It  was  affirmed,  th^t  King; 
hare  ad  indcfeaflble  and  hereditary  right  tq  rule 
and  4d  what  they  in  their  wiitdom  think  ^t; 
this  was  at  once  tb  make  all  mankind  flates^ 
and  to  wreath  a  yoke  of  bondage  atx)ut  the 
necks  (^  the  fubje^.  i  All  ftudents  were  now 
forbidden  to  read  thofe  books/  and  the  dofiirioe 
of  paffiye  obedience  was  the  principal  theme  of 
the  uniTcrflty.   •        ' 

Mr  pelaune,  a  bapiift  miniiter,  Wias  at  fhii  fime 

brought 
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Irought  to"  great  trotit^e  fdt  ^tipgf  his  Ple0 
Jbt  the  HM^^t^mifls.  He  Wte  invited  to  this 
^controverij  hj  Dofior  Galamy,  %  church  diving 
who  ia  t  fermon  defireci  my  of  the  diflenters  to 
Ip^amitie  tb6  eoatroverfy  between  the  chwch  and 
rhtem^Ites.  Delaune  aecei^ed  the  challenge,  and 
(oft  this  wto  H&priibtied,  ivherc  he»  and  bis  wife 
and  children,  (^M  In  grett  imt  al»d  diftref?. 
It  is  a  fad  bl((t  updn  the  difjentera  tl^at  thef 
^&re4  rtt<!;H  a  ehiampion  for  their  canfe  to  die 
\ti  prifon  f^r  Want  <]^  a  fom  which  ^ovM  bara 
idieted  him« 

E^  Oiren  died  tbb  |Pear,  He  was  an  inde^ 
jpendant  divitiie,  a  man  of  gr^at  learning  a^  pi* 
ttf ;  1|<$  wa»  chaplain  to  Qliter  Cromwel,  an^ 
attended  hyx^  ?o  $cotland.  lie  wrote  ttkztaf 
itkuixA  periToriMancea^  which  haye  ^&  of  great 
efteem  aiWg  tb^  learned^  lie  appears  to  hata 
f^een  a  rtpdblidib  in  faift  politkal  prinei}^es,  bur 
^ved  pe^ceatdy  nodff  ibe  {xfwvrs  which  rqled  at 
this  time* 

in  Sc6tla»d  ri)«  presbyterians  were  liiore  and 
IQdrq  harafed  >  the  pei^tcii^oR  grew  hotter  ev&- 
|(y  day.  Men  and  wc^en  were  dragged  from 
cheif  HoQf^  before  the  jufticiary,  ^od  from 
fhence  to  the  piace  of  e^ecii^on,  where  th^ 
iit^red  as  pciblic  fpedaeles  for  adhering  to 
trtitb  and  tnaintaiimg  a  good  confciencc  Sticli 
ibenes  of  btoodfl)ed  im  religion  were  nCft  n^ofe 
frequent  ^  the  times  of  popery,  l^he  biihcfs 
and  the  court  fpared  neither  dge  nor  fex;  wo* 
iuen  were  Jxed  to  ftakea  within  the  fea  xnark^ 
tt4  kft  to  tbe  noercy  of  the  nnrelcnting  waves, 

where 
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where  they  faw  the  ;gnidaal  approach  of  death; 
}fi  its  (formidable  afpeft  comiog  ftali^Qg  with  fure 
pace  upon  them.    . 

:_  The   Kiqg    ^pd    the,  tones    had*  now 

^4*  compleated  the  fuin  ,  of  tha  conftitutioQj 
^nd  the  whigs  and  the  diffenters  werfe  lender  a, 
feyere  perfecution.  >  NoQe,darfl:  fpe%k  their  i^inds 
freely  upoa  ,  either  dyil  or ,  religipvis  ,fubjefts,  for 
fear  of  beiag  indiijed  fpr?  trqafon  or,  hig|;i  jnit; 
demeanors.  To  call,  the  Duke  pf  ..York,  a  papi(i 
was  fcandalum  v^agnatum^  ^nd.the  pu^iihrneoc  w^s^ 
very  fcvere.  Mr  John  Duttoncolt  ^as,  finec^- 
one  hiindr:Qd.  thoufai\d  pounds  'for  a  crrme  of' 
this  fort;  '^nd.  Oats  in  j;h©  f^me  fum,  which  ha 
was  Qfcvcr  hWc  tq  p^y,  and'  tey;  ip  prifpn  .till 
after- the  rcyolutipn,     /     *  .     »        ; 

'  Bj&Qp  Sarlow,  who.  >s^  a  violent  enemy  tA 
the  diffeniers,  pipraoted  t^e  perfecution  with  aH 
his  might;  and ; pobliihed:  a  ^letter  to  e^ci(e  the; 
jufticcs  of  tha  peace,  to.  put.  thc;  p^al  laws  iq^ 
execution  againft  the  non-conformifts. 

Upon  •  this  the-:  laws .  were  fetierely  .executed  : 
Thc  fpiritual  courts  iifiied  forth;  their  ei^pmmu^ 
aications,  and  e^^cluded  them  from  the  kjogdoix^ 
of  heaven,  and,  the  civil  magiftrates '  depHved  thetQ, 
of  all  their  enjojwent^  upon  ^e^cth,  i  , 
( :  Jeffcrics  was.  now.  made  ^  Lprd  Chiief  Juflice^ 
who.  was /one  of  the  worft  men  of  h»s  time;  .he» 
was  grofsly « wicked  and/immoral  in  his ;  behaviour^ 
and  brutal  and  barbarous  in  his  temper.^  There • 
was  no  law  human  .or .  divide  which  he  woukL. 
i^ot  break    to  fatisfy   bis*luft$;  and    gratify    hi^.^ 
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jJafEdhs  and  appetites.  He  prdfccotcd  all  iioh- 
conformifts  'with*  iinrelcndng  fury;  'the  lives  of 
men  were  of  no  account  with  him,  and'  in  his' 
circuit  to  the  W^ft,  he  fuffcfcd  none  to  efcipe 
who  wfcre  in  the  leaft  fufp^Aed  of  the  fin  of 
non-conformity.  He  proceeded  'upttn  a  new '  plan }' 
he  made  it  trcafon  for  any  fubjcft  ro  attend  a* 
conventicle,  which  always  Was  fiire  to  ilTde  in  the 
death  of  the  cdlprit/  He  was  never' at  a  lofs' 
for  jufles,  f6r  the '  flieriffs  \l^ere  generally  men 
who  were  'of  the  fanle  ftai&p,  and  packed '  thfe 
juries  according. td  that  owh  ftiind. 

Scotland  was  now  a  field  of  blood;  foldierS* 
excifemen,  or  any  who  ferved  the  crbWn,  were 
it  liberty  to  kill  the  presbytirians  wherever  they 
fnei  them;  and  many  were  every  day  killed  in 
told  blood,  without  either  atrial,'  judge,  or  jury.' 
Not  to  hear  the  curates  was  prefent  diath,  and' 
tb  own  the  covenants  apd  the  refbrmatioo  was 
death  without   benefit  of  clergy. 

The  covenanters  this  year  publiflied  an  apo- 
logy for  themfelVes;  wherein  thcjr  fet  forth  their 
principles  with  regard  to  felf -defence,  *  and  main- 
tained that  it  was  lawful  for  them  to  kill .  fuch 
as  fought  their  lives  without  caufe,  and  that  their 
enemies  might  expfcft  to  be  dealt. with'  according 
as  they  behaved  to  them,  as  far  as  they  in 
rfieir  prefent  fituation  were  able  to  refift  them. 
This  apology  was  called  the  apologetical  declara- 
tion. .  This  alarmed  'thie  court,  arid  gave  rife  to 
a  proclamation  whictv  was  ifTued  agiinfl  the  afore* 
faid    apology, '  and    thofe  "who   adhered    to    it.* 

This 
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^Eis  prbiiliQUbida  Was  fttiSe^  fi^  with  tjrafliAjt 
itui  fi»lihoa4i  for  mattj  things  are  therein  iaid 
iQ  be  cpo^aioed  ia  ^he  decIaratiQo  which  fiever 
were  in  It,,  itod  there  are  fuch  denoqciatioos  of 
.fory  aod  re?eQge  exprcfled  therein)  that  it  wpuld 
£]f  pu^e  lacifer  to  ttftth  himfelf  With  more  vio^ 
lenice  and  htj» 

The  ikxne.  council  gslTe.  tottiitiiilioQS  to  federal 
Otiblemen  and  gentlemen  to  bold  courts  in.  the 
fouthem  and  weftern.  cotinties  to  try.  tbe  mstIecop« 
tents.  Thefe  courts  were  perfoE^  inquifitionsi 
tliey  had  power  tti  torture^  fine,  hang,  or  drowQ 
an^  perfon  •  who  Would  not  ibbmit  to  the  mini* 
ilry  of  the  curate^  ^d  fubfcribe  the  abjuratioit 
Qf  the  apoiogetital  decbratioo.  Men  were  now 
almoft  weary  of  their  lives  through  the  diftreiTes 
and  fears  which  continually  attended  them.  Some» 
through  the  induence  of  pain  and  defpair  of  ob« 
tainihg  relief,  faid  and  did  things  which  their 
adversaries  improved  againft  them  to  their  difad- 
vantage)  and  endeavoured  to  ridicule  their  caufe 
jn  accooni  of  fome  unguarded  «preffions  of  * 
few. 
^^  King  Charles  the   Second  had  fcarcely 

^*  paved  the  way  for  a  pppifh  fuccefibr 
when  he  died  of  an  epilepfy ;  he  was  fuddenly 
called  out  of  this  world,  and  many  thought  that 
he  was  poifoned  by  the  Duke  of  York,   or  the 

Sriefts  that  weit  about  him,  for  fear  that  he 
lould  have  /  fet  afide  the  popiih  (iicceflioa. 
Charles  was  a  man  of  fome  humour  and  wit, 
but  jit  was  geoeraliy  ill  timed ;   the  bent  of  his 
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#«)lery  was  chiefty  aimed  *g«i^  -  i^rif^  tliiii^, 
which  {hews  that  bis  bumbuf  was  viebus  ^  H6 
appeared «  dutwafdly  to  he  ^gdod-^namred^  ^  but  hd 
i^fras  jawardly  fullen  and  reVeogefui;  h\$  tafiaefs 
made  people  bdicTe  he  wa^  kiitd-hearted,  whed 
fiothiQg.vas  lefs  in  his  imiid.  He  toved  M 
man  fihcereJy,  but  held  them  to  be^  what  ht 
knew  himfe(f  really  was,  bypocrifes  and  dtflemblers; 
He  coDfidered  Feligion  merely  as  a  piece  of  ftate 
policy  y  and  loved  popery  beft,  becaufe  it  was  th^ 
beft  political  Ttligi&a^  Like  bis.  father^  he  loved 
the  prerogacite  and  'abfolute  power,'  and  tot&* 
dered  m€n  jnade  (or  the  fervicb  ^  Kingls  in  dhcfame 
mantter  as  their  other  goods  and,  cbatlfels;  Charles 
vm^  at  beft'.ai  dciit,  if  h^  was  any  thing  at  all, 
JB  religion;  bar  be  fo.  feldotn  ihewcd  jiriy^  re** 
^ard  to  rts  inftirutidoS'  of  .*afiy  Edd^  '^fhs^  k  is 
highly  probable^  thtr^  vr^  Hot  any  df  its-  pririef* 
pies  fixed  in  his'  r^nd}  'I^s^  chief  iletdtibn  Was 
paid  to  whores  and '  coufieiaM.  -  In  tliis  refpeft 
he  was  truly  zealous;-  for'  Whta  he  died,  though 
be  took  Qo  noti<:e  of  his^  C^eeo,  he  gave  the 
Duke  of  Yotk  a  ftriA  charge  to  '  take  c&re  of 
\ti%  fefagib  '  of  whores.  • '  He  appears  to  have 
been  both  ^  a  ;  wiitked  man  and'  k  bad'  Ku}g. 
*  The  death*  of  Charles  affordtdF 'no  joy  to  the 
xiation,  for  all  raftks  were  afraid-  of  the  Vukt 
6f  York,  bis  fucecflbr.  •  James  rbe  Second  was  a 
papift,  and  foon  began  to  drfcover  his  attach- 
rnent  to  Rome;  for  the  •  firft  Sunday  after 'his 
jsiccefljon  to  the  crown,  he  went  publicly  to  mafs. 
He  afted-  the  part  of  anabfotote  Sovereign  as  foon^ 
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as  faerafcended  the  thfooe,.  abd  declared,  7 hoi 
he  was  •  refolved  to  maintain  bis  power  in  its 
greate/l  fufire,  that  he  might  be  able  to  defmd 
religion  againjl  fanaticks.  James  had  not  ruled 
two  months  before  be  began  to  perfecote  the 
enemies  of  his  religion  and  the  fucceilioa.  Oats 
was  tried  for  perjury  in  the  matter  of  the  popiflx 
plotjv  he  was  fct  on  the  pillory,  and  fevercly 
whipped.  Dangerfield,  who  had  invented  the 
meal-tub  plot,  for  which  he  declared  he  bad 
received  money  from  the  Duke  of  York,  was 
indi&ed  for  a  libel>  and  fined  five  hundred  pounds. 
He  was  at  lail  murdered  by  a  lawyer,  when  he 
was  in  the  coach,  returning  from  being  whipped* 
Jefieries  was  now  in  his  glory;  he  condemned 
aU;  whQ  came  before  him  to  either:  fcourgiog, 
hangings  or  bamfliment.  Mr  Baxter  was  tried 
for  his  Paraphrafe  upon  the  New  Teftament, 
becaufe  he  had  refleded  upon  the  Biihops,  and 
miaintained  that  it  was  lawful  to  Vefift  opprefibrs. 
Sir  Roger  L'Eftrange  and  Do^or  Sherlock  were 
at  pains  to  colled  the  oflfenfive  paflages^  and  put 
4  them  into  the  hands  of.  Baxter's  enemies.  This 
was  an  office  worthy  of  L'Eftrange,  who  never 
(lartled  at  any  villainy  whacfoever;  but  it  was 
not  fo  decent  in  a  clergyman,  who  profefled  to 
preach  the  gofpel  of  peace  to  encourage  petfe- 
cutioD.  Sherlock  was  a  four,  ill-natured  perfon^ 
and  though  he  wrote  fome  things  with  reputation^ 
was  an  incorre^  and  vague  writer.  Baxter  was 
.confined  in  prifon  for  two  years,  and  bound  over 
to  his  good  behaviour  for  feven.      When  he  was 

in 


C    49.^     ) 

m  the  cptarti  Jefiencs  isfalcfd  aod  abnfed  him; 
he  called  him  knave  and  other  epithets,  worthy; 
of  himfelf,  but  difgraceful  to  a  chief  juftice. 
The  Dakc  of  Monmouth  and  the  Earl  of  Ar- 
gyle  made  an  attempt  to  relieve  the  nation  from 
the  flavery  which  now  threatened  itj  but  they 
failed,    and  fell  in  the  attempt* 

This  was  the  occafion  of  much  fufifering  to 
the  presbyterians  in  bcfth  England  and  Scot- 
land. Jefieries  and  Q>lonei  Kirk  made  fuch  hz^ 
took  in  the  weft  among  the  non-^conformidsy  that 
to  read  the  hiftory  of  their  proceedings  is  more 
than  humanity  is  able  to  bear.  Such  .fiiocking 
l^arbarities  were  now  committed  by  JeflFeries,  a& 
were  never  heard  of  in  any  civilized  nation. 
}iis  Lordihip  was  always  either  drunk  or  mad; 
be  puniihed  jurymen  and  criminals  pronUfcuoufly* 
IVhen  the  jury  would  not  bring  innocent  perfons 
in  guilty,  he  would  threaten  and  confine  them, 
till  they  brought  in  a  verdifl  according  to  hi$ 
mind.  ^ 

r  This  monfler  Qf  a.  judge  perfuaded  many  to 
plead  guilty,  and  promifed  them  pardon;  but  as 
foon  as  they  pleaded  guilty^  he  ordered  them 
immediately  to  be  excuted,  and  would  not  fo. 
much  as  allow  them  a  moment's  time  to  fay 
cheir  prayers.  Thus  he  did  all  that  was  in  his 
power  to  deftray  both  body  and  foujl.  In.  feve-. 
xal  places  ia  th^  weft  there  were,  fix  hundred 
perfons  executed,  and  the  quarters  of  near  three 
kundred,  by  JeflFeries'  orders,  were  fiaed  on  gibbets, 
and  bung  PA.,  tree;  all  aver  the  country  for  fiftyi 
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or  ixvjf   nUes^   which   in^s   a   great  ofl^ce    to 

trafdl^rs* 

Jami^s  aow  V^ted  to  take  revenge  for.  the 
oppofition  the  mrhigs  aiid  difleater$  had  made  to 
his  fucceffix^n  by  makiog  examples  of  their  prin* 
eipal  kaderjs.  Alderoaa  Corntfhi  wha  was  /o 
zealous  for  profecuting  the-  authors  of  the  po- 
fi&x  plor^  was  apprehended,  and  in  a  week's 
time  was  cobdemned,  and  execuced  m  Cheapfide, 
for  treafon,  and  his  quarters  fee  upon  Guildhall, 
^oagh  there  was  no  proof  of  the  crimes  for 
which  he  was  accipfed.  Nothing  was  now  to 
^  heard  over  all  4he  ^and  exospt  bloody  pro- 
claraations,  and  bloody  executions.  James  wanted 
to  have  popery  introduced  as  faft  as  poifii^e,  aod 
l^urlued  e?ety  meafare  which  his  imaginatioa 
fiiggefted  to  be  £t  for  that  purpofe;  hut  he 
made  Qiore  'hafte  than  was  attended  with  fuccefs; 
his  fchcmcs  were  perceived  by  the  nauoo,  op*' 
pofed,  and  at  laft  entirely  baffled.  ^ 

The  perfecution  in  Scotland  encreafed  every 
year,  and  this  year  the  court  -and  the  fcilhops 
feem  to 'have  devoted  themfelves  to  the  praftice 
rf  murder ;  wherever  the  covenanters  were  found, 
they  were  flaughtered  as  beads  of  prey,  with 
whom  no  fair  play  is  obfcrvcd.  Men,  old  wo* 
men  and  infants,  fell  facrifices  to  -the  wrathful 
foldiers,  and  the  mercilefs  commifSoners ;  wh^ 
feemed  to  have  no  more  eompunftion  at  mur^ 
dermg  their  fellow-creatures,  than  if  they  bad 
keen  performing  the  raoft  confpicuous  afts  ol 
Ecnevotence  and  bumamty.      TThe  cafes  of  Ed^ 
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ifeard  Kyan,  Mr  Bell  of  Wbkefide,  Vi'Mm  Smitb^ 
and  a  midtitiide  of  children^  which  Claverhoulf 
4>rougtit  out,  and  threac^ed  to  fhoot  th^m  4ll  if 
chey  would  dot  ibforixi  agamft  rhdr.  parents'  and 
frkods, .  are  dear  proofs .  of  che  truth  of  ihtukoft 
Dbfervationg.  Kyian,  Boll^  aodf  SiBich  were  ctmr^ 
dered  in  cool  r  biood»  without  .any  reafon  at  all| 
they  were  only  expofed  to  death  to  gratify  the 
wantonaefs  of  the  miikary,  wha,  ddighted  ift 
blood*  .   « 

;  Mr  'Alesaikler  Shields  trat;  brougtit  to  mnell 
'Vouble  this  year  ccmcermng  che  Apologetical 
Ij^daratioo,  and  was  tempted  to  abjore  it  bf 
t>ath ;  whiein  afterwards  he  ■:  rep«)t£id»  aad  -  v^ 
{cat  down  to  Scodand  to  be  tried;  He  was  i 
f  erfoa  of  an  UQccxdmaD  genius,  fdryeot  s^eal  for 
religion,  and  a  great  friencf  to  liberty;  his  Hynd 
Ut  brfe  contakis  argumeiits  againft  paifive  obe- 
dience and  aon-refifl:aoce  equal  to  any  chat  ever 
were  pnbliQicd.  He  fuffercd  many  hardihips  for 
H)e  fake  of  xeligioxi;p  and  was  a  very  zealous 
fwcsbytcrian. 

'  Murders  were  now  fo  frequent  that  a  peirfeft 
}ift  of  them  would  be  fliocking  to  a  delicate 
reader.  Five  men  who  had  concealed  themfelvcs 
in  a  cave  near  Ingleftoun  were  all,  by  the  Or** 
der  of  Colonel  Douglas,  killed  upon  the  fpot. 
Dundas  murdered  John  Semple  in  his  own 
hbufe,  and  Claverhoufe  ordered  John  Brown,  in 
the  parifti  of  Muirkirk,  to  be  (hot  in  preftnce 
bf  his  wife  and  children.  Mr  Brown  died  bath 
i8ct-a  hero   and  a  cbriitian^   and  bit  vife  b«* 
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V  bavcd  with  aftonifliing  fortitade  ;  (he  flood  with 
ont  child  in  her  arms  add  another,  in  her 
liand^  and  faw  fix  foldiers  fire  lippn  her  huf- 
-  band^  and  afterwards  gathered  up  his  fcattered 
brains  and  tied  them  in  a  handkerchief.  Such 
barbarity  pradifed  on  a  religious  account,  mud 
^certainly  infpire  every  confiderate  perfon  with 
a  hatred  at  that  religion  which  had  fach  aa 
influence  upon  its  votaiies.  Through  the  whole 
of  this  year  there  was  nothing  to  be  heard  ex- 
cept the  moft  horrid  murders,  and  ihocking.  bar- 
/  Jbarities.  This  was  one  of  the  fevereft  years  fot 
perfecution  that  Scotland  ever  faw;  the  whole 
hf  the  fufFerings  for  religion  under  popery,  were 
iiothifig  to  thofe  cruelties  which  the  Scotch 
presbyterians  fuSered  under  the  bifhops  and  epif- 
copacy,  r 

.Q^  In  England  the  pcrfecution  was  carried 
on  with  more  rigour  than  before;  feme 
lof  the  diflehting  clergy  conformed  to  favc  them*- 
felves  from  pcrfecution,  ^  but  feveral  clergymen  of 
the  eftablKhmcnt  forfook  the  communion  of  the 
church,  becaufe  that*  fli4  perfecuted  thofe  who 
differed  from  her.  They  held  it  as  a  matter  of 
confcience  not  to  remain  in  an  eflablifhment  which 
was  given  to  pcrfecution.  Among  this  number 
were  MefTrs  Spademan,  Raflrick,  Burroughs,  Scof- 
fin,  and  Quipp.  The  difTcnters  ufed  all  the  di* 
ligence  they  could  to  conceal  their  meetings;  but 
in  fpite  of  all  they  could  db,  fpies  and  informer^ 
found'  them  our,  and  gave  =  notice  to  the  fpiritual 

courts  of  tb$  {)rincipd  perlcns  concerned  in  thofe 
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HJCCtiDgs ;  -  upob*  which  •  they  were  fevcrely  fiacd* 
or  imprifoned. 

The  diffcnters  wtre  fadly  harraffed  between 
the  papifts  and  churchmen,  both  parties  continu- 
ing to  perfccutc  th*©m  with,  unreleuting  feverity^ 
But  James  proceeded :  fo  fad  in  bring  in  popery,- 
that  the  church  divines  cook  the  alarm,  and 
wrote  againft  it.  They  faw  mafs.  houfes  ere(n:edy 
and  popiih  biihops  c<M^fecrated.  in  the  royal,  cha-i 
pel;  fwarms  of  jefuics>  came  from  abroad,  and' 
were  well  received  at  court;  all  thi$  oonfirmjed 
the  church  clergy  that  the  King  intended. to  in-^ 
troduce  popery.  The  clergy  began  mow  to  preach 
againfl:  the  errors  of  the  church  of  i  Rome,  an4 
founded  an  alarm,  to  the  nation ;  they  publiihed 
fmall  pamphlets  for  the  benefit  ^  of  th^  yulgar^ 
painting  forth  the  horrors  of  papery,  wd.;  cx- 
prefled  their  zeal  againfl:  <  the  meafuresi  of.  \the 
court.  The  Doftors,  Stillingfleet,  Tenifpn^  Pa- 
trick, -jWake^  Whitby,  Sharp,  Williams,  ^^^tter- 
bury,  Aldrick,  Burnet^  and  Fowler,  were  thej 
leaders  in  this  controverfy.  Thefe  geptlement 
found  that  popery  would. be  as  hurtful  to  their, 
interefl:  as  that  of  the  difTenters;  they  therefore; 
ftepped  forth  to  oppofe  it  before  it  "^as  intruded 
upon  them. 

Tames,  as  foon  as  ht  iaW:  the  intention  of  the 
church  clergy,  began  jojcourt  the  Bpn-j:pBformifts, 
and  fliewed  them  fome  favour,  with^a  defigii  to 
divide  the  twp  parties.  He  exclaipied.  (ou^jy  a« 
gainft,  the  c^u^Icy  of  the  church  to  both  papiib 
and  diiTentcrs;  and  i$  m^fk  .be  asj^owe^-tbat  this 

was 
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perfons  who'  were  now  writing  and  prcacbiog  a^ 
gajufl:  p)pcr3r,  were'  idill  pQffoinjs^  one  of  its  ca» 
pkal  Tfiaximi^  namely,  perfecianoii.  -  They  were 
ibvere  agausft  the  dS^Ai^rs  tilt^  they  faw  the 
danger  which  ^as  approaching  fhemfeives^ .  and 
then  ihejr  began  to  iSourt  their  i^^^  for  their 
own  pitfdi^vaooDy  The  ocHl^conformifts  at  lail  ob-« 
laibed  an  inddlg^nce,  add  the  eha^ch  clergy  were 
difgraced^;  the  perfecntion  in  a  great  meafur^ 
ceafcd  W  England;  awl  the  penal  laws  were  fnf- 
pendcd.  The  diflenters^were  ftilf  a  reputable  body, 
and  bad  it  i^  their  poster  to  turn  the  fcale  be-^ 
fween  «h«  chnrch  arid  tlie  papifts  which  way 
ifliey  plsufed.  They  have  bceii  bnt  ill  requited 
by  the  church  of  England'  for  fating  her  from 
perdition;  ri#ho,  wheu*^  Ihe  thought  herfelf  on! 
^  danger^,  retwded  to  the  old  prafllice  of  per* 
fecution. 

•  Tht  dlffcntfei^,  iriftead  of  fecuring  their  owaf 
fctireft;  joined  with '  thieir  profecutprgf  againft  po* 
pery,  which  was  a  cotnpliment  'they  did  not 
deferve  at!  their  hands  j  tor  they  conld  not  ha-ve 
been  miichv  worfe*  under  thcf  church  of  Rome 
«han  th^y  Were  under  the -tyranny  of  the  church 
of  England.  ■ 

'  King  James  was^  tfow  bent  c*i  liutnbling  the 
clergy,  and  ex^lttrd  his  fopremacy  into  the  fom» 
o#  an  hi(g;h  comtfiiffioa  edutt,  in  Which  fcmse  ca^ 
tholics-were  iu  ciotnmifioni'  Whetr  things  were 
thus  brougf^t  to^  a  bearing,  James  att^ked  tfat 
leading;'  clcfrgy  k  eianaieft/  and  made  chem  on* 

derftand 
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ifcrftand  tfcaf  fce  wasi   that  miflen     Sharp,   fdf 
preaching  on  cpntroverted  points,,  was   fufpended 
from   the    eiiercifc   of    Ws    office j    but.  had   thd 
ifoeannefe  to  CcmMs  his  fault,  and  was   permitted 
to   reaflbrae  k.      The    King    next    attacked    thd 
uoiveriities^,  and  fenc  mandamufles  to  oblige  then> 
vo  receive  Roman  catholics  as    prefidents  of  co]-« 
tegss^  for  rcfuGng  which,  they  wtrc  tried  beforap 
Ae  OblbmijQioners,  and  twenty-five  of  them  were 
deprived,   acid  rendered  incapable  of  any  benefice. 
The  Violence  of  the  pcrfeeutioH  in  Scotland   hlad 
put  the  greateft    part  of  the   minifters  to  filence, 
Except  Mr  James  Renwick,   who   had  been  lately 
ordained    at    Groningen,    and    had    rcmrned     to. 
Scotland.      He .  went  on  continually  preaching  in 
fhe  fieldSy^    and  had  none  to  join    with   him   ex- 
cept the    people,    who  flocked    in   great    crowds 
to  attend  his  miniftry.      The  reft  of  the.pres- 
l^yterian  minifters  received  accufations  againft  him, 
atad  fome  of  them  wrote  againft   him  as^  an  ex*' 
travagarit  youth,   who  intended  to  introduce  anar- 
chy and  confufion  into  the  church.     He  defended 
himfelf    with    great   honour,    and    has   {hewn    to 
riie  world  that   his  idAis  of  liberty  were  nothing 
rafcrior  to  thofit   of    ih^e    reft   of   his    bretbreUr 
Mr  Renwick's  party  daily  encreafed,    and  MefTrs^ 
Bouftbn  and  Alexander  Shields  joined  him  j.  they 
found  upon  escamitraition  that  what  was  ikid  agsdnft: 
him  was  the  fruit  of  envy,    and   had  no  fboa- 
datron  in    truth,   and    therefore   took    part    with, 
bim  in   (lis  caufe  and  liis  fufferings. 

When  King  Janjes's  toleration  -  was  iffiied, .  Mr 
t  Vol.nL  Rrr  Reawick 
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Rcnwick  Ttfufed  it,  and'  preached  agaloflr  it  ai 
proceeding  from  his  fupremacy,  and  difpenfiug 
power,  whereby  the  laws  of  the  conftitution  were 
fct  afide,  and  an  arbitrary  government  introduced 
on  the  ruins  of  liberty  and  the  laws  of  the  land* 
Mr  Renwick  carried  this  point  certainly  too  far; 
for  though  he  had  a  right  to  teftify  againft  all 
encroachments  upon  the  conftitution,  he  ought 
certainly  to  have  taken  eafe  when  he  might 
have  enjoyed  it  without"  fin.  He  would  have- 
been  no  farther  from  his  purpofe  to  have  waited 
a  proper  opportunity  for  affifting  his  friends  in 
delivering  the  nation  from  popery  and  arbitrary 
government. 

King  James,  to  mortify  the  Englifh 
'^^  epifcopalians,  admitted  the  diffenters  into 
all  places  ot  profit  and  truft;  and  fent  a  mef-. 
fage  to  the  Mayor  of  London  to  difpenfe  \vith 
the  quakerb*  not  fwearing,  or  at  leaft  not  to  fine 
them.  This  opened  a  door  for  papifts,  and  fuch 
as '  were  deftitute  of  legal  qualifications.  *  James 
received  feveral  addreflTes  for  this  toleration  both 
from  the  church  and  fome  of  the  difienters ; 
which  were  not  approved  of  by  the  reft,  becaufe 
the  addreffes  were  fo  full  of  flattery  that  they  were 
alhamed  of  them.  It  is  hard  for  men  who  are 
relieved  from  intolerable  pains  and  trouble  to 
keep  proper  bcmnds  to  their  joy  upon  their  de- 
liverance; the  diflfenters,  perhaps,  exprefled  them- 
felves  wannly,  but  the  church  of  England  .had 
oftentimes  done  fo  before^  and  had  no  juft  cattfe 
to  upbraid  them. 

The 
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»  The  diflenters  had  jt  now  in  their  power  to 
diftrefs  the  church  party  who  had  perfccuted 
them;  they  might  have  turned  the  tbalance,  and 
had  a  fufEcient  revenge,  provided  they  would 
Jiavc  favoured  the  fchemes  of'*the  court.  They 
•had  ftrong  temptations  on  both  fides :  James  had 
now  preferred,  them  to  places  of  power  and 
profit,  and  gave  them  all  forts  of  encouragement; 
and  the  churchmen  gave  them  many  promifes 
and  aflurances  what  they  would  do  for  them  as 
foon  as  it  (hould  be  in  their  power;  but  the 
church  fOon  forgot  her  promifes  when  ftic  was 
out  of  danger.  The  writers  on  the  fide  of  thq 
church  endeavoured  to  flatter  the  difTcnters  to 
bring  -  them  over  to  their  fide,  and  confefled 
their  ovdti  unjuft  cruelty  to  them  in  the  former 
reign ;  they  affirmed  that  the  church  wks .  con^ 
vinced  of  her  error,  and  that  ihe  would  be 
more  gentle  in  future.  This  was  a  fair  con- 
fefl[ion  that  they  had  unjuftly  perfccuted  them, 
and  fiiews  that  they  were  in  fome  fears  of 
retalliation. 

The  non-conformifts,  for  fear  of  certain  con- 
fequenccs,  aftcd  both  contrary  to  their  own  in- 
tereft,  and  their  own  profcffed  principles ;  for 
when  they  might  have  been  put  in  poffeffion  of 
power  and  places  of  truft,  without  conformity  to 
the  church,  they  qualified  according  to  the  old 
form,  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  they 
had  no  religion.  The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
London  conformed,  when  they  were  told  they 
might  enjoy,  their  •  office  without    that   quaiifica- 
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tion;    for  this  they  arc   commended   by    Bifhop 
Burnet,  but  muft  (land  low  in  the  eftccm  of  ali 
hoDcft  men,  vrtio  lay  any  weight  upon  idigion. 
"When  the  King    found    that    chc    diffcnters   had 
taken  part  with  the  church  againft    him   he  wat 
highly  offended,    and  called  them  ill-natured  peo- 
ple,   who  were  not   to  be  gained. 
.     The  council  of  Scotland  had  fet  a  price  upon 
the  head  of  Mr  Rcnwick;    and  all  the  favourcri 
of  the  court  and  the  Scotch   biihops   were  con^i 
itautly  in  fearch    of   him,    but    he    always    had 
elcaped  from  them.    The  clergy  of  the*  epifcopal 
perfuaTion    in    Scotland    differed    little   from    the 
papifts;    their  notions  of   civil  government    were 
y^ild  and  es^travagant,   and  they  were  exceedingly 
fuper(ticiQU9.    They  were  generally   arminians    in 
principle,  and  admitted  many  popiih  maxims  which 
were    inconiiftent    with    pure    chriftianity;    they 
were    heartily    bated    by    the    people,     and    not 
jiuch  loved  by  their    friends;    they   were    fickle 
^nd   unileady,    and  therefore    not  to    be    trufled. 
Scotland  as  well  as  England  was  ripe  for  a  re« 
volution. 

When  the  Roman  catholics  had  brought 
•  *  forward  their  fcheme  as  far  as  they  could, 
there  was  one  thing  which  was  a  weight  upon  their 
minds;  there  was  no  popiih  heir  to  fucceed  to 
the  crown ;  this  they  were  obliged  to  provide. 
The  Queen  was  therefore  foon  brought  to  bed 
of  a  Prince,  which  anfwered  all  their  purpofes^ 
and  alarmed  all  the  proteilants  in  the  narioiL 
Many  learned  arguments  have  been  ufed  to  prove 

the 
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chc  fpa'rion&efs  of  thi«  iiTue,  i>Qt  yfh^  k  the 
real  truth  in  the  cafe^  being  a  matter  of  dvil 
policy,  I  {hall  lca«  to  thofe  who  know  better 
how  to  difcufs  it.  This  ifliie,  however  legitimate; 
couid  ha^e  no  title  to  the  crown  of  Britain,  uof 
lefs  born  and  brought  up  a  proteflant ;  of  which 
there  never  was  any  proof. 

Jaines  publifhed  another  declarancd  for  libera* 
ty  of  confcience^  which  was  ordered  to  be  rea4 
in  all  the^  chnrdhes.  Many  of  the  bifiiops  pro* 
Ceeded  as  far  as  the  court  deiited  them,  but 
others  refufed  to  concur^  and  fenc  an  addteft 
to  his  Majefiy»  declaring  their  diilike  of  hii 
difpenfing  power,  and  chat  they  were  not  ready 
to  obey  him  In  chat  matter.  This  addrefs  w^ 
figned  by  Sancroft,  Archbiflidp  of  Canterbury^ 
Lloyd  of  St  Afaph,  Ren  of  Bath  and  Wells^ 
Turner  of  Ely,  Lake  of  Chichcfter,  White  of 
Peterborough,    and  Trelawny  of  Briftol. 

The  King  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this  addrefs, 
and  returned  an  angry  anfwer ;  he  faid  he  c^id 
not  cxpeft  this  from  the  church  of  England, 
cfpecially  from  forae  of  thofe  whofc  names  were 
at  the  addrefs ;  he  faid,  he  expelled  that  his 
commands  ihould  be  obeyed  ;  and  added,  chat: 
they  ihould  feel  what  it  was  to  difobey  him. 

The  bifliops  were  foon  fent  to  the  Tower,  and 
afterwards  brought  to  the  King's  Bench  bar,  in 
Weftminfter-hall,  attended  by  fcveral  of  the  no- 
bility, and  a  vaft  croud  of  people.  They  were 
at  laft  acquitted,  upon  which  there  was  loud 
acclamations  of  joy,   fuch  as  had  not  been  heard 

for 
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for  a  long  time ;  not  only  the  city,  but  alfo 
the  army  on  Blackheath'  (hewed  their  fatisfa£Uon 
on  this  occafion,  and  fent  forth  loud  huzzas  at 
the  liberation  of  the  bifhops.  This  demonftrated 
to  James,  that  neither  the  city  nor  the  army 
were  in  his  intercft. 

The  bifhdps  now  wrote  in  the  moft  flattering 
manner  to  fome  of  the  diflcnting  minifters,  and 
^a?e  tbem  many  flroog  aflurances  of  their  favour 
and  kindnefs ;  but  when  their  fears  were  over 
they  forgot  all  their  promifcs.  Even  Sancroft 
forgot  his  own  letters,  and  returned  very  dry 
compliments  to  the  non<onformifts.  James  at 
lafl:  was  obliged  to  abdicate  the  throne,  and 
leave  the  kingdom.  The  Prince  of  Orange, 
the  great  deliverer  of  Britain,  came  over,  and 
the  proteftant  religion  was  fecured  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  great  NaflTau.  It  does  not  come 
within  the  province  of  a  writer  of  church  hifto- 
ry  to  trace  all  the  political  manoeuvres  which 
were  ufed  on  this  occafion ;  I  ihall  therefore 
confider  what  pertains  only  to  religion;  but  be- 
fore I  proceed,  let  us  take  a  view  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  Scotland.  The  council  of  Scotland  fi- 
nilhed  their  fyftem  of  tragedy  by  the  execution 
of  Mr  Renwick,  who  was  executed  on  the  fe- 
vcntcenth  of  February  this  year.  He  behaved 
with  great  refolution  and  compofure,  and  died 
with  as  much  fortitude  as  any  of  the  martyrs  who 
went  before  him.  He  was  a  young  man  of  great 
piety,  and  had  many  excellent  endowments;  he 
adhered  (tedfaftly  to  the  covenants,    and  died  a 

zealous 
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zealoas  presbyterian.  The  excefles  which  he 
and^-faia.  :pattf  fell  into,  were  oaore  owing  to 
the  perfecution  of  their  adverfarie^  than  from  any 
ftated  defiga  in  their  principles;  and  though  all 
their  anions  are  'no(  to  be  commeaded,  they  ought 
to  be  praifed  for  the  noble  (land  they  made  for 
the  liberties. of  their  country* 
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KING  William  mkf  Qneen^  t/lity  kfflg  fef- 
tied  on  the  throne,  the  different  parties 
put  in  their  claims  for  prote£tion  in  the  practice 
of  their  religion.  The  King  promifed  to  pro- 
tefl  all  his  proteftant  fubjefts  in  the  free  cxer- 
Cife  of  their  religion,  but  the  diffenters  could 
obtain  no  other  fecurity  than  a  toleration,  clog- 
ged with  hard  .  reftriiSions.  The  clergy,  who 
dreaded  them  before,  had  now  nothing  to  fear 
from  them;  they  wanted  therefore  to  keep  them 
under  the  laih  of  penalties,  and  ^envied  them 
the  fmallefl  toleration.  When  the  toleration  was 
granted,  it  was  upon  condition,  that  every  dif- 
fenting  minifter  Ihould  fubfcribe  all  the  dodrinal 
artidcs  of  the  church  of  England.  They  are  by 
that  aft  exempted  from  fubfcribing  the  thirty- 
fourth,  thirty-fifth,  and  thirty-fixth  articles  of 
the  church,  and  alfo  from  fubfcribing  a  claufe 
in  the  twentieth  article ;  but  every  minifter  who 
cannot  in  confcience  fubfcribe  the  doftrinal 
articles  is  liable  to  very  fevere  penalties.  They 
are  not  allowed  to  come  within  five  miles  of 
any  city,  corporation,  or  borough,  that  fends 
members  to  parliament  i  or  within  five  miles  of 
any  parifh  town,  or  place  where  they  have  for- 
merly preached^  upoa  forfeiture,  for  every  fudi 
-.  -  offence^ 
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oflfence  the  fum,  of  forty  pounds;   fchool-tnaftcrs 
are  under  the .  fame .  perialtiis.     And  any   jufticcs 
of  the  peace   niay^  upon  oath,   cdinmit  fuch  of- 
fenders for  fix  rdonths,  "without  bail  or  main- prize. 
They    are    likewife    liable  '  to    be   fined    twenty 
I$oundS  fdr    the   filrft   tiniie  *  they    have    preached, 
without  cohFortxiing  is  abbvie;    and   for  repeating 
the  bffehce,  to  b'e  fibed  forty  pounds,  or  to  fuffer 
,three  months  imprlfonitoettt,    JFor  adminiftring  the 
't,6rd^$  flipper  thcV  are  liable  to  the  fine  pf  one 
nuhdrcd  jpoHRds,  .ivhich  Js  to  be  divided  between 
;the   Kin^' iil4/the  pbdt-  of  the  p^rifli.      This  is 
air.  the  toleration  which  the  proteftant    diftentars 
'could    obtain,  ^hen   the    churchmen    had    it    in 
'their  pp Wei-  to- return   the.  favours  thiey  had   re- 
^Ceived   Snd  to  fulfil  the  promifes  they  had  made 
in  the  formei'  reign.      TheVe  is' hot  at  this  day 
/a  ^ilTenting  ihinift^r  of  any  denomination  in  Eng- 
.'land  but  IS,*  i^  cafe  lie  has  not  fubfcribed  the  doc- 
trinal  articles,  of  the  church  of,  England,   liable  to 
\.^e '  bahilhed,' fined,    and    imprifoned,    and    is    ac 
.  fat  meccy.of  every   ilifol-'mcr,  of  any  ill-naiured 
"jufticfi  of  IhepeAcc. '     It   is   bfily  by  compI)Mng 
V^ith  thg'  .te^ftis  .bf'  fubfcrlptioh  i^eqlilred,   that  dlf- 
fenters  ivt  legdlly^  allowed    to  Iworlhip    God*  ac- 
'tprdiog  td  tht' diftatK  of  their  cofafcieiice'.        ' 

While  .the  bill,  for  tbleratibn  'was  depending, 
'  i,  .tnotion  .was  made  for*  a  comprehenfioh,  which 
•\?sfd$ . recmed,  and  carried  for wafd  a  little:  but 
4t  ciame  ta'nothing,  the  *blmdps  we;re  agamft  it, 
and  it  could  advance  ho  farther.  "The  dhufch  clergy 
were  fa-  zealcJu's  for  their'  rituals,  and!  tBe.'oJd 
^'    Vollii;-  '■        •    Sf*   ■•"'   "■'■  rottea 
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rotten.  rcmaiQS  of  popery,  that  they  WouM 
yiel4  ^otHirig  for  the, fake  of  the  npn-coQ- 
'formiftsi  The  glorious,  ycir  one  thoofand  fix 
hundred,  and  eighty-eight  having  .fct  ,King  Wil- 
liam and  Quecan  Mary  on  the  throng,  and  fe- 
cpred  the  (;ivy  liberties  of  Britain^  wc  fhal!  pro- 
ceed to  confider  the  hiftory  of  religion,  from  the 
revolution  to  this  prefoQi  time* 

The  presbyterians  in  Scotland  received 
^^9*  Xing  Wijliam>:ith  open  arms,  as  well  as 
the  whigs  in  England }  but  all  the  Scotch  bifhop^, 
and  many  of .  thofe  in  Englabd,  adhered  ^o  King 
James..  When  the  convention  parliament"  alTem- 
bled,  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  did. not  attend^ 
but  renjiained  neutraL  He  was  in.  hi^  heart 
a  rank  jacbbite^  and  bore  no  good ,  will  to  King 
William.  The  covenanters  who  had  refufed  to 
own  the  tyranny  ofj^^mes,  chearfuliy  engaged 
to  defend  King  William;  and  for  a  teftiinony  6i 
'  their  loyalty  took  in  his  inter^ft  .  when  they 
fwore  the  cQvenants  at  Lefmahaga 

Presbytery  was  at  kft  fettled  in  Scotland^  acconi. 
ing,  to  the  claii^  pf  right,  as  ^  foni\  of  church 
govemi|)ei^t  inof{  iigre^aWe  to  the  inclinations  of 
the  people;  ^nd  epifcop^cy  was  ab6liihed,  as  be- 
ing contrary  to  the  genius  of  the  people  thereof. 
Thus  the  people  had  what  they  loved  beft, 
and  all  their  .  grievances  were  redrefled.  [  The 
clergy  in  England  were  not  jg[enerally  well  af- 
fedcd  to  the  government  of  King  William;  fb 
when  the  convocation  aifembled^  they  fcarcely 
behaved,  with  decency.    Upon  which  tl^ty  were 

pro- 
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proregMd  frpm  time  to  time^  for  the  f|>ace^of 
ifea  ycare;  for 'which  reafon'wi  cannor,  diiHpg 
this  penodj  cipcft  znj  public  afis  of  the  churcH' 
of  E^glln^  The  principaf  occurrences  ^itH  re* 
garil  to  religion^  in  thi  nat^dbal'  church  pf.CngJ 
Uud  arc  *"thc  ^promotion '  <tf'  hew  brfliopsi  an^ 
fpme  contrbveHies^  cbncemiiig  fpcculative  pbints  of 
feligira.  Santroft  woulcf  not '  tal£e  the  Oath^ .  to 
ibog  VnilSitQi' B  Tlllbtfbtf  was  )i)refcrred  to^  th^ 
fee  of  Qnterbtirjr. '  'TiUotibii  was  a  moderate 
diirdiman^  'au3-  AM  ubt  carfy^thc  power  of 
riie  church  fo  far  as  hif  i^-edeceffor '  mea^^ 
do;  but  for  this  he ' wa«  itptcpchcdf  *as  lakc^' 
^rm  towards  the  chifrch.  '33e  diedlu'lSIovem- 
ber,  bne  tTioufatid  fix*huudi*ed  and  ninety-four; 
i  little  before.  Queeri  Mary:'  Jle  has  Been  ad-J 
counted  a  pattern  for  preaching, ^atid  his;  fermonar 
are  conik|ered  ta  one  of '  the  1)dt  tnodcls  ^  'bu^ 
they  arc  gcRctally  IRmfy,  haying  mbre  of  "^ords 
than  a^g^ment'iii  thent  His  dbarine  is  in  genera) 
of  the  arminian  caft,  which  fiiews  that  he  did 
not  believe  the  artides  of  the  church,  thouglx 
he  was  metropolitan  of  all  En^laid,  Saiicrofi: 
died  a  Tiitle  before  him;  He /was  k^ 
Jacobite,  and  a  verf  high  thuithmifar  he  aj^^^^ 
pears  to  have  been  honeft .  to '  his  i^ririciples;  atiid 
therfefore  ought  to  be  lightly  tcnfured.  Ten- 
nifon  fucceeded  Tillotfon  in  the  fee  of  Cantcrbufyj 
he  was  alfo  a  moderate  epifcbpal^,  and  a  fridid 
to  revolution  ^  principles,  as  far  as  it  is  pdffible 
for  a  prelate  to  be;  wheii  he  was  preferred  lie 
had  many  friends  4nd  few  cneplies. 

*  •  *   S  fs'2"'*"^  "•  "•*  '•'"  '  *^ 
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.  Ibx  the  yeai:  X)ne .  thonfand  fyc  hundred  agc^ 
uinery-eighr  a.ccmtroverfy  arofe  amoj^g  xkc  cliurcii. 
divmcs  :<:onpernbg.  the  tnDjity.  .  Do£tor .  $herlodf^ 
and'DoijlQr  South  ,.\»erd  ^hicf  iji  thts^  4^(putCf 
they  left  it  muchr  m.  the  f^me  mani^r^a^  they. 
ionnd  it.  Sherlock  faid,  that,  there  were  three, 
^ernal  ipio^s  in  .<^eify^  which  had  pnc-^  cop(ciovi^^. 
Xjefi;.  tbi$  was  ^cc^Uint^ed  treitheifci,.;jMid  indce^ 
this  trinity^  iiocwiijhftfndiQg  its.  unity  pC  confcir. 
o^fii^§,  woiild.n^t-  "^dl  be  coqfidcred  any-  ^^h^^ 
than  three  Qodv  South  purfiicd  the  old  traft* 
and  held  byv  the  ^r^eerold  iiabiiAances  in  one  eiTence. 
whoever,  may  h^ki  tbofe.  tjiiog^,  it  is  certaia* 
apifody.-ever  undcrftood  rfieni;*and  at  beft  the. 
w,Hole"  controversy  wa?  a  {iifpV'^f  ^about  human, 
ipiventimsy  .Tq^fajr  more  qr.  kfs  Uxaa.  the.  fcrip- 
ture  declare^  gn  thp^fubjeS  i3  yrogdnpe  to  the 
lafl  degree-  .  .  .  ,  r  -  ,  .^  .  ,  .  , 
.  ,  ,  I>oapr:;  yf^tfpn,  BiOiofe .;  of  .  St  \'Ar4pW 
.,^^  wsfs  .  d^prp^eq'  for  buyiqg  .  and^'.fclhng^ 
^hurch.  livings ;  ^  thisK  w^ich  is..^  ^cpin^pq  ^^ing 
W  thp  <:hurGhjOf.£ngl^d,  w^§  af  tHis  tjm^  called 
fimoj^y,-  Watfon  Jiad  not  iinne(^,^accordiflg  to  the 
laws  pf  buying. ai}d'/et)ing,  and  .was  for.  this  rea- 
fon  deprived ,  pf :  his  bifliopriq*  Biihop  Burnet 
^^$  for  e^coisampnicating  bip  aifp;  but  it  does 
pot  appear  that,  efacy  proceeded  thjs  far.  Do&or 
j^i^rnet  publifhed  his  cxpoftcionof  the  thirty -nine 
arcidesL  this  year;  a  book  .  whiqh  |hews  that 
there  is  no  dependence  upon  the '  irqch  of  arti* 
cles  which  need  fuch  large  explanations,  ancj 
^f\,  be  ei^plained  before  they  can  h^  underitood: 

Burnec^^ 
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articles 

King  'William  died  riiis  year :  of  whoni,'  '  \ " 
it  js  only  nciceflary /to  Tay .  that*  ae /was  '  .'.v  ^ 
a  wife  *KTrig  .acfd  ine. '  defi verer  otVBrltam;'  Rif 
|joverinncn|  was  Tnild  and  gentle,,  and  under  qn 
reign  Britam  \cnjpy*ed"  |}er  IjVertleis,  .^alid  bec^mi^ 
re4>€ftablc*  in  the;  eyes  of  ^he.  rerf  oF  tha;^p0^^iiS 
of  Europe.  It  *' was*  in  '  fhis" refgn  that  an;  etfd 
was  put  to  perfecu'tibn  tdx  cotifcienci:  f^ke,'  trhica 
will  render  the  meiiiofy'of'  this  priiic'd  ^de^?""td 
all.  true  proteftahts.'    '  .   '     V'  ^^     V    ' 

Thi^.  year  the  ,c6nv9cation  fat  durihg '  the  ^ttini 
of  the'j)arliknitent ;  the  loiter  Koufe*!,opp6llil  tfii 
bifliops  itii  ibe; higher'  K6u?e/ , W;Wift^^  tha't 
the  power  of  adjournih^  the^  fcoiivo(-at56n*  6e|Dngei4 
folely  to  th<i  archbiflic^.  ^'''Yh&*  procWded'Froii 
their  diflike  to;'Ki^^%illiata  %i  St  appc'arej 
frorn  the' 'cdfti%c'ati6n ' bdioS^^^  tfte'fovercigh 

had  a  right   rp  prorogue  the.  jcoqvocatiQn  ^s  y^ 
^   the   parliaoicnt.       Tt^e   -greafeft  ^  part'  'of^thc 
.  idwer^  clergy '\?erd  Jalcobit^s,  'and'*'^ft'*^alf^-'they 
CDuid'^to.'eihbufrafs  'fe-'gdiefein&t;';^  ,*^-^''  f*  ■  'I 
';  A  bill /was  brougilt'in;bf^  ^^^111* 

dccafionai' conformity'  with'  tne'^chafiEh''35f^^gffan5 
Vtf^  Qualify  \nien  for  ^'civ^  'Qifce^'-^'^^lfef'  teft^la^ 
requires,    that  YtlcV'  as^  rerv'^'"the'''S*&vfe^^g^^^^ 
Eriglatid' add  Jrdancl  ^aUfedDLform^t^^^'^  cHui^eli 
of  England,^    by'  ta'kitig ;  tfee;*  fSa;aiife 
^hurdh;  buf 'after  they  had 'quali'fied^''*tl^^^ 
left    at '  liberty  to   attend    their  '  owb /places  -  of 
^rfliipi     This  bill  was  intended  to  cniforcc'cois. 

ftant 
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ftmc  coofiNni^t  or  to  dqpme  tlip^.iAo  i^ 
fnfed^'  of  ^  ^3u6t  phces  nuiet  ,  At  gpfenunaiit* 
This  vasvcettainhr  ^  rtca 
nd  much  mot^  Etooeft 
tikaftitiite  tbdr  confdences  for  .  prdermenc^  can 
|ia?e  Imt  fmaB  JTcnipIe -with  regard  to  anyTorin 
$»f  rel^ioii.  Eyery  faoneift  man  maft  certainly 
ddire  that  fnch,  i|  (nU  i^ouId;^j[8y  or  that  the 
tell  law  be  remo\>^(L^  |^p  perfon  who  proflitntes 
reUgjon  f<^  a  place  under  the  gbf ernmentj  de- 
leryi^  to  he  tnifted  in  the  fmaUeft  vafters.  The 
iScotcK  gentry  who  confohn  m'this^  manner  for. 
Sngtifll  pofts  i^der  the  crbwn^  ip^p^^  neither 
^Q  '  ^e '  ^oqIci^q  pprVhoncttyrJfo^^  they 
i$ii^'  i^  iHeir  pjrofeflcd  principfes,^..  they 

Woiajd  fitter  inlift' npon  a  repeal  of  the  teft  law^ 
or  f e^le  jtfj  Jteryo  the  government,  ;  A^  goyenir 
fpmt  whic^  cim  inn><^  fuq^^^^  tinreafoiiahie  ^oal^- 
jGcation^.  upon  its  fuhje^^  defenres  none  of  tHeir 
Hmcsu  . 

\  The  cliSlgy  m  jEAglstndi  who  adhered  to  King 
Jaiijea^  Axv^g  the  i»hole  time  of  Kiog  /Wilham^a 
feign  and  the  reign  of  Qjieen  Anne,  were  cqn- 
Aamly  ;.€aballj^g  spiiiA  the  government ;  their 
€O0&dM  ciy  W^f  that  tbci  church  was  in  danger. 
,lDo^r.  &i^cTerd,  in  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred M^  nsne^  preached  up  non-refiftance  and 
jnifiTe  obediepce  publicly  at  the  ai&zes  at.  Derby, 
4iid  8tf  St  Paul's  in  London,  and  reAc^ed  fe- 
Terely  ajjainft  the  diflenters,  and  the  toleration; 
for. which  he  was  tried,  and  feverely  cenfured. 
In  the  W^ft^  he  fet  att  the  country  in  a  flame; 

•     and 
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aodl  the  ecmaoA  &y  was.  Stdieforcl  tofl  tli^ 
church,  Mao^  fe4itious  (^dpers  were  pabUflied 
agajoft  the  ^Qteramenty  the  low  churchnaeoy  and 
diflenters/  tp  inflame  the  niiods  of  the  people 
agaioft  them.  DoAor  Hoadljr  tmdc^took  the 
defence  of  the  reVolodoo^  and  pac  his  adv^rfaries 
to  iilence,  thottgli  thejr  were  b^rond  conVifUoAi 
All  reafonable  periloQS  eafily  percdved  hoW  much 
he  liad  the  better  of.  hi$  ad?eriarics^ . and:  hi 
gained  great  praife  in  that  controverfy. 

This  year  >Ir  WhiftoD^  I»!9f<ciror  of  Ma- 
thematics, in  dmbrid^  rtTited  jhtae  (^  the  /''^  ^; 
db&*ines  of  the  arians;  he  maintained  aUo  that  the 
m  or  word,  as  he  terined  it.  was  all  the  foul 
that  aded  in  our  Satiour's  body ;  on  this,  accocmt 
he  was  caOed  ail  apolloqariit  For  thefe  /pecula« 
tions  he  was  expelled  the  nniyerfity.  J^e  wrote 
a  tindicapon  of  himfel^  add  de^icsited  it,  to  ih^ 


conybcatibn.  His  dodrine  was  cpnd^mned  fay 
the  coDTOcatioii,  thot^h  the.iegaligr  of  tliat  at- 
fcmbly  was. much  qt^6ned|  they  dp  not  ipr 
pear  to  haye  been  very  dear  oonceming  the  law* 
fulnefi  of  their  nieetmg,  ,  yet  thcj  .^  agreed  so 
cenfure  Wbifl;on.  as  an  bcrejic.,  .  Whiftop'^^  vindi* 
cation  of  himfeff  has  been  f r^u^dy ,  <»^¥illed  ab 
but .  has  never  been  formally  conftijtci  .  The 
Queen  would  riot  ratify  t|ie  cenfure  of  the  ,des- 
gy,  fo  Whiftpn  .efcapcd  the  fcntcncc  ixiteod^l 
ag^nft  him;  the  mq^^rate  party  .Wj^i^e.tgJad.  ^f 
this,  but  fuch  as  were  fond^  o|,  hunting  herefy 
exclaimed  loudly  againid  the  ntmJ^eb  j^f  )^ 
Queen,  and  the  wlckcdne&  of  the  times.    Murf 


liflicd;  fpnje.  popjfli  dpftrinesj  ;jKtj,clcs.  maintained 
that  thefe  was  a  .proper ,  iacrificq  . id  the  jCucharifif, 
and.  .,BrQfl:  ^  iafi|icd ,  upou  thQ.  neceffitjr^  of  prieftly 
abjblution,  '  Sc>m?r- wsfje  for  r/ebaptizing  ajl  »dif- 
fcntcrs.  wfip  return^'  to,.!  the  "chu/cb,  .and  pro- 
ceeded  from  ond  ,  extreoae  to  another.  ,  The 
bimops  put^a  Itpp  .tq  ,^nbie  jwud  extravagances, 
and  declare^  iji.eii:*  diffikis^  af^  the  noftmjn^  of 
llicksV'Brct/*aqd,)t)pdwelli  f?  tlipfg,  Qonceus'were 
little  regarded..  .,^^    ^  .>.    -    . ,  .  .,  ,    - 

. :  -Bat  to  •  return  Jo  '  Sfotlanqi  ,.  Presb3rtcry/*wag 
fettled .  m  that  kmgJipfn  )  according  .jto  the'/. claim 
of  fighj,  and  Jn  -on^"^.  thou^nd  ,TeVcn  hundred 
and  three 'was  lAore  aipply  .confirmedr:  ...it  was 
ina^e  v  high .  treafon  to  attempt  any  '  alterat loa 
thereof f,  ^  it* was  *as*  firmly,  fettled  as' it  pofli- 

bly  cpuld  .be  by  law.  ,*'By"the  w  or  unibii  Be- 
tween' the  two  kingdoms  It  was^  again  ratified,  and 
declared  to  be.  the  unalterable,  govecnlnent  of  the 
ehufcH    ti  Scotland;  in  .ail*  time'  coming,    ^jiich 
wiis  inbre  than  codtd  be  Well  faid  fof  any  form 
"of  Government    whatfoever.  '  It    was .  afierwarcfc 
louhd  xhat-  tlie   eftablHhment '  of'  presbytery,  was 
itot 'fb  itiuch   the  iptentlqA  '  of .  the   court   as    t6 
'tofwef  the  ends  of  their  oWn  ,  policy. ' 
*     A  pfopoial  t^ras  made  fdr  i  tplecition  of  the 
^SccJtch   eprfcbpaliads,    wbfch  Wa^  ndt  relilhed  by 
.^thc  pres^terians ;    for   this   in  '  a  great,  meafure 
;fet   afide^  the.  JFofce    bf    their    diiciplinc, .  which 
^Wter  Was  friendly  .to  .tdleration.'    ^y  this*  law 
'^dl .   flielr    prodiedtegs  "  againtt    epifcopScy    werie 
^'^     '  •      fCBdered 
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rendered  void ;  fo  what  was  ellabliihed  hj  one 
aft  was  dcftroyed  by  another.  This  gave  ^rcat 
difgufl:.  An  oath  was  required  ^  the  Scotch 
epifcopalians,  whdrcby  they  abjixfttl  the  Prcten* 
tcr,  and  it  was  likewife  impofed  upon  the  cfta- 
blifhed '  presbyierians.  This  was  a  piece  of  court 
policy  intended  to  moriify  the  church  of  Scot- 
bnd,  and  fliew  them  how  neceffary  a  toleration 
may  be  on  fome  occafions^  The  impofing  of 
this  oath  canfed  fad  diviGons  in  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland;  the  fwearing  of  the  oath  was  magni<* 
ficd  to  a  great  crime,  and  the  people  refufed 
to  hear  xhofe  minifters  who  thought  fit  to  con-* 
form  in  this  particular. 

This  year  patronages  were  reftored, 
which  had  been  taken  away  in  the.  reign  '7I2. 
df  King  William.  This  was  an  incroachment 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
and  has  beeq  the  occafion  of  great  divifions  in 
that  church  ever  fince.  By  an  aft  in  the 
reign  of  King  William  the  heritors  and  elders  in 
the  parifh  had  the  privilege  of  choofing  a  mi- 
liifter,  but  by  this  new  law  one  particular  pa- 
tron might  put  in  whom  he  pleafed,  provided 
fhe  perfon  had  a  competency  of  learning,  and 
Was  free  of  public  fcandal.  To  this  law  the 
people  made  gr^at  oppoiition,  and  fhewed  that 
they  did  not  'intend  to  give  up  their  liberties 
without  refinance.  The  general  aflembly  had 
BOtwithftandiog  a  negative  againd  the  parroi), 
ud    might   rejeft   the   candidate;    if  they  found 
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ibc  fettlcfment  did  not  tend  to  the  edification  of 

the  church. 

,  Id  the  years  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fourteen,  fifteen,  and  fixteen,  a  new  controverfy 
arofe  in  Scotland.  Mr  Simpfon,  profeffof  of  di- 
vinity in  the  univerfiry  of  Glafgow,  in  fome  of 
his  leftures  to  his  ftudents  exhibited  fome  points 
of  doftrine  which  were  reckoned  very  erroneous. 
He  affirmed  that  the  light  of  nature  and  the 
works  of  God,  with  the  aid  of  tradition,  af- 
forded an  obfcure  revelation  that  God  was  re- 
concileable  to  finners;  and  that  the  heathens 
might  be  faid  to  have  an  implicit  obfcure  revc- 
Jation  of  the  gofpel,  and  that  none  are  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  the  remedy  for  fin,  provided 
,  by  God,  and  publiihed  twice  to  the  world,  ex- 
cept thofe  who  by  aftual  fin  exclude  themfclvcs, 
by  flighting  the  clearer  light  of  the  gofpel  re- 
vealed to  the  church,  or  that  obfcure  difcovery 
and  ojffer  of  grace  made  to  all  without  the 
church;  and  that  if  the  heathens  would  in  fin- 
ceriry  and  truth,  and  in  the  diligent  ufe  of  the 
nveans  which  providence  has  provided,  feek  from 
God  the  knowledge  of  reconciliation  fincerely,  that 
he  would  difcover  it  to  them ;  that  there  are 
means  appointed  by  God  for  obtaining  faving 
grace,  which  when  diligently  ufcd  with  fcriouf- 
nefs,  fincerity,  and  faith  of  being  beard^  God 
has  promifed  to  blefs  with  fuccefs. 

Thefe  doftrines,  though  they  appear  fome- 
thing  problematical,  do^  not.  feeni  to  have  fo 
much  malignity  in  them  as  the  cafuiils  of  thofe 
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days^  K^c  "kttiibufed  to  them ;  there  are  fome 
points  maintained  by  Simpfon's  opponents,  which 
do  not  difcorer  much  more  connedioti  with  di- 
vine rerelation  than  thbfe  whims  of  the  profcifibK 
This  religious  battlfe  was  fcarcely  well  concluded,  ,  V^ 
When  the  Marrow  controverfy  fucceeded.  One 
Mr  Hog,  minifter  of  Camock  in  Scotland,  re- 
printed a  book'  called  The  Marrow  of  Modern 
Divinity,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  written 
by  one  Fiflier  in  the  former  century.  The  ge- 
'neral  affembly  condemned  this  performance  as 
containing  feveral  aniirioroian  dofirines;  This 
public  aft .  of  the  fupremc;  judicatory  of  Scotland 
alarmed,  fome  minifters,  who  thought  that  this 
book  contained  many  gofpel  truths ;  upon  which 
they  endeavoured  to  defend  it,  and  gave  in  a 
reprefentation  to  the  general  affembly,  fetiing 
forth  their  fentiments  on-  that  fubjeft.  This  re- 
prefentation was  figned  by  twelye  minifters,  and 
is  called  the  reprefentation  of  the  twelve  bre- 
thren. This  difpute  was  managed  againft  the 
affembly  by  Meffrs  Bofton,  Wiifon,  Ebenezcr 
and  !Ralph  Erikinesy  Hog,  and  others,  and  was 
matter  of  great  fpeculation.  It  was  agitated^ 
whether  a  fmner  muft  forfake  fin  in  order  to 
bis  coming  to  chrift?  whether  juftifying  faith 
confifts  in  a  finner's  believing  that  chrift  died  for 
him  in  particular,  which  was  called  the  appro- 
priating aft  of  juftifying  faith  ?  whether  minifters 
ought  not  to  offer  chrift  to  finners  of  all  forts, 
in  confequence'  of  an  univer^l  grant  made  ia 
the  gofpel  to  them?-  Wth  feverar other  points, 
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y^bich  were  deputed  with  great   beat    oo .  both, 
fides.  .     The    aflfcmbly^s   queries    to    the    twelve 
brethren,    and  t^eir  anfwers,    are   a  field  which, 
would  make  a  large  hiftory  of  themfeWcs.    The 
matters   ip   difpute,    though    they,  appeared  very 
intereiling   to  the  parties  coocerned^    upOQ   &ti(k 
examination  will  appear  to  have  been  more  about 
words  than,  femiments ;    for   it   comes    mtich    to 
the  fame  thing  which  ever  way  they  arc  taken. 
In  .one    thoufand  feven   hundred  apd  twenty- 
two  the  fynod  of  Merfc  and  Tiviotdale  ftagcd  Mr 
Wilfon  of  Maxton,  for  a  fermon  whiclr  is  called 
The  Trnft.     In  this  fermon  there  is  more  fen- 
timenc  than  in  almoft  all  the  reft  of  the  Marrow 
controverfy.     Mr  Wilfon   made  a   go6d  defence, 
and  fairly  vanquifbed  his  adverfaries.     The  whole 
of  the  controverfy,    which  I  have  before  me  in 
the    hand    writing    of  Mr    Chriftie,     the  fynod 
clerk,   is  very  dry  and    tedious,    and  wouJd  noc 
be  entertaining  to  the  generality  of  readers.    The 
Marrow  doflrine  was  at  lad  brought  into  repute 
by  notes  which  Mr  Boilon,    a  popular  preacher 
in  thofe  days,    wrote  upon   that   book,   and  bat 
been  eyer.  fince  the    critierion   of   orthodojsy    io 
Scotland.       This    controverfy    was   however   the 
occafion  of  much'  diviflon   and  altercation   among 
•  the    people    in    that    kingdom.       Meffrs    Bofton, 
Wilfon,  and  Davidfon^  itiinifters  at  Ettrick,  Maz^ 
ton,    and  Gallaihiels,    for  feveral  years  remained 
in   a  fort    of  diftin^l  communion  from  the  reft 
of  their  brethren  of  the  church,   and  had  great 
multitude  which  followed  them;    but  upon  the 
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death*  of  Mr  Bofton  thefc  great  affenpWies. '  ceafcd^  ' 
and   Mef&s    Wilibn    and    Da^Fidfoo    jnirfucd  ihe 
coQgregajtbnal  form  of  chtiith  governmeot* 

Mr  Simpfoo,   who  had  ^)ecn  difmfeffcd   ia   one 
thoufaod   fevea   hundred   and  Jixteen,    was  agam 
caJIed    to    an   account  for  rtv'mng  fome   of    the 
arian  do£lrines^    and  was  fufpeodod.  from  the  ex- 
er^ife   of  teaching  ditiniiy   in    the    tomvcrfity  of 
Glafgow  'j    this  did  not  fatisfy  his  eoemi^   wbd 
wanted    to    have    him    more    fererely    cecrfiired* 
This  contrcfveiify  was  the  occafion  of  great  dif^ 
putes  in  Scotbnd,    though   few  underftood  whae 
they   were    larguing  about.     Mr  Simpfon  was  a 
metapbyfical  reafoner,    and  advanced  fome  tbingt 
which    nobody    ever   underftood ;   and  be  x  feems 
to  have  been  fufpended  rather  for   being  whim- 
fical    than   for   being   a    heretic      He  does   not 
appear   to  have   had   juftice  done  him,    for  the 
witodBTes  who  fwor^  to  his  Latin  prek^ns  could 
not  be  fuppofed  fo  well  ikilled   in  a    dead   lain 
guage,  as  to  be  exa^Uy  certain  that  he  expreffed 
hinifelf   as    they    affirmed.      The  uafiembly    was 
much  cenfured  for   not   behaving   more  feverely 
to  him>  and  fome  difiented  from  tbeir  fenteoce. 

Ahqat  this  time  a  new  form  of  churches 
was  (it  up  in  Scotland*  Mr  John  Glais^  a  mi« 
sifter  in  the'  churchy  in  a .  particuiar  view  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  expreffi:d  himfdf  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  offended  the  memben  of  the  efta^ 
blifhment;  they  coniidered  his  notions  of  onr 
iaviour^s  kingdom  as  diredly  oppo&ie  to  presbf * 
tery^    which   was    the  eflibHflicd  dsfcipline    of 
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their  church.  Upon  which  he  was  ftaged  be- 
fore tfceir  church  courts,  where  he  offered  fuch 
defiCDces  of  his  principles  as  were  not  eaiily  an- 
fwered.  He  was  at  laft  dcpofed,  and  formed  a 
congregational  church  in  imitation  of  the  firft: 
New  Teftameijt  focieties,  mentioned  in  the  New 
Teftament  In  procefs  of  time  more  churches 
were  formed  upon  the  fame  plan,  which  all 
have  an  independent  difcipline.  Mr  Glafs  is 
the  mofl: .  formidable  antagonift  which  the  church 
of  Scotland  ever  met  with ;  for  as  he  h^s  for- 
med his  plan  entirely  upon  the  fimple  truths  of 
the  fcriptures,  fo  he  will  admit  of  no  human 
authority  in  matters  which  belong  to  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift.  Thus  all  the  afts  of  affembly 
and  parliament  in  this  difpute  are  fet  afide,  atid 
nothing  except  the  ads  of  the  apoftles  admitted* 
In  thefe  independent  focieties,  the  whole  church, 
and  her  elders  and  deacons,  which  are  called  her 
presbytery,  perform  all  difcipline  independent  of 
any  higher  judicatures.  Their  difcipline  in  fome 
things  appears  problematical,  for  they  will  not 
admit  members'  again  into  their  church  who  have 
been  twice  excommunicated/  even  fuppofe  they 
fliew  forth  all  the  figni  of  true  repentance 
which  reafonably  can  be  expeded.  This  appears 
fomething  tyrannical,  and.  feems  to  have  no  plain 
Warrant  in  the  New  Teftament.  As  to  the 
dodrines  of  religion,  thefe  churches  appear  more 
orthodox,  according  to  the  fcripture  idea  of  that 
word,  than  any  of  the  other  denominations  in 
Scotland  j  they,  are  alfo   more    free    from    that 
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fouraefs  of?  temt^er  which  the  other  ft^arate  fo- 
ciecies  are  poffcfled  of.  They  adhere  in 'general 
(6  clofely  to  the  fcriptures^  that  they  are  not 
likely  ever  to  be  very  nnmeroua;  and  their 
difcipHne  is  fo  fevere,  that  their  profelytes  have 
not  been  many.  Mr  Glafs,  who  is  the  father 
of  that  denomination,  has  publiihed  many  very 
fenfible  performances  upon  religious  fubje^s,  and 
his  remarks  upon  fome  fcripture  texts  are  very 
ingenious.  His  whole  works  are  in  four  oc< 
tavo  volumes,  and  are  worth  the  perufal  of 
thofe  who  love  the  fcripturcs.  His  Teftimony 
of  the  King  of  Martyrs,  though  it  is  ofFenflve 
to  fome.  partizans,   is  a  work  of  great  merit. 

Not  long  after  this  time  another  denomination 
arofe  in  Scotland,  called  the  feceders.  Mefirs 
Ebenezer  Erikine,  Wilfon,  Moncricf,  and  'Filhcr, 
were  the  original  anchors  of  this  feceiEon ;  they 
were  depofed  for  oppoiing  patronage,  and  fooa 
after  formed  themfelves  into  a  presbytery,  called 
the  affociate  presbytery.  In  procefs  of  time  feve- 
ral  other  minifters  joined  them,  and  they  became 
a  large  body^  and  afterwards  formed  themfelves 
into  a  fynod,  which  was  called  the  aiTociate  fy- 
Dod.  Their  principles  are  contained  in  a  book 
called  The  Judicial  Aft  and  Teftimony,  which 
exhibits  a  plan  of  the  reformed  p|i|iaples  of 
the  church  of  Scotla.^di  to  which  they  very  ftrift- 
]y  adhere.  In  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-three  the  minifters  renewed  the  covenants 
at  Stirling,  and  engaged  to  perfuade  their-  peo- 
ple  to   proceed  to  the   lame    duty;     but    they 
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dauje  of  fome  burgefs  oaths^  which  was  the 
ciccaiioQ  of  a  divifion  zmoiag  them.  Thofe  ^ho 
adhered  to  the  teftimotiy,  \riilich  was  the  firft 
exhibkion  of .  their  ptiociplesy  are  called  anti- 
burghers,  becaufe  tbej  oppoTed  the  fweariog  of 
fome  tust^fs  oath ;  the  other  fiarty  which  for- 
look  the  teftiaicay  are  caiied  btu-gbers,  becanie 
they  defended  the  borgeft  oath,  which  is  a  plain 
rcQunciaaon  cf  their  firil  principles.  The  afib- 
ciate  fyiiod  excommumcated  thofe  falfe  brethren! 
which  QMde  great  noifi^  ia  Scocland,  bnt  accor- 
ding to  their  otigjtal  plan  it  was  their  undoubted 
duty,  and  what  their  huethrea  in  other  cafes 
Were  as  ready  to  do  as  they  were.  The  re- 
formed difeipiine  which  they  profefled  to  hold  re* 
quired,  that  church  cenfure  ihouid  be  exercifed 
iDpon  great  offenders.  That  the  reader  may  on- 
derftaod  the  reafons .  of  this  proceediog,  I  fiiatl 
fet  down  the  claufe  of  the  burgefs  oath,  which 
was  the  occafion  of  the  whole  difpute.  Here  I 
proteft^  before  God  and  your  LerdfiipSy  that  I 
frofefs  and  billow  with  my  heart  the  true  religion^ 
frefehtly  frojeffed  within  this  realm^  and  authori^ 
fed  by  the  laws  thereof  reiwutuing  the  Roman 
religion,  called  fapijiry.  This  oath  obliged  tbett 
to  maintain  the  eflabfiihed  religion  in  Scotland, 
IKrhich  their  teltimony  declared  was  not  the  true 
religion ;  and  therefore  when  they  fwore  in  the 
covenants  to  adhere  to  their  teftimony,  and  main* 
tained  another  oath  which  bound  them  to  ano- 
tiicr  rdigion.v  it  was  looked  upon  ia  ihe  light 
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of  falfe  fwearingy  and  a  breiach  of  the  third  com- 
maodment.  The  fynod  therefore  excommunicated 
them^  as  betrayers  pf  th.e  principles  of  th^e  rc- 
fbrmatioa,  and  deferters  of  their  teftimony.  The 
burghers  have  fincc  that  time  gradutlly  departed 
frraa  their  former  zeal,  and  have  on  that  account 
become  more  popular  among  the  lukewarm  part 
pf  mankindf;  they,  have  endeavoured  to  foftea 
their  rigour^ -and  arc  now  entirely  conformifts  to 
the  times;  'and  admit  any  perfons  into  their  com* 
xnunion  vho  are  ready  to  attend  their  public 
vorfliipy  without  any  regard  to  their  teftimony. 
There  is  another  party  which  has  lately  fprung 
up  in  Scotland^  called  the  presbytery  of  relief; 
but  as  they  have  exhibited  no  public  declaratt&na 
of  their  principles^  I  {ball  paf$  them  Qver^  and 
conclude  this  hif^ory. 

THE   EN  a* 
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